Imperial Budget

Statement of Great Britain’s
Finances.

8ir Michael Hicks-Beach Makesl
f

A Deficit of Forty-One Millions
Pounds For the Year
Estimated.

Duty On Coal Exports and Sugar
Imports For Revenue
Raising,

London, April 18.—8ir Michael Hicks-
Beach, chancellor of the exchequer, de-
livered his budget speech to-day. He
places two pence addifional to the 1n-
come tax, making it one shilling and
two pence. The budget does not pro-
vide for an increase in the duties on beer
or tea. ‘A duty will be imposed on sugar.
There is no increase in the duty on
spirits or tobacco. It provides for a
duty of four shillings and twopence per
hundredweight on refined sugar, and a
duty of two shillings per hundredweight
is imposed on molasses. West Indian
sugar is not excepted. A duty of one
shilling and eightpence per hundred-
weight is imposed on glucose.’ A shilling
per ton duty is imposed on imported coal,
Raw sugar polarizing below 98, is to
pay a duty gradually diminishing aec-
«cording to each degree of polarization,
to 'a minimum of two shillings at a po-
Jarization of T6.

The total expected yield of the new
taxation is £11,000,000, of which £2,100,-
Q00 will be from coal.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer pro-
posed to suspend the sinking fund and
borrow £60,000,000. He asked also for
permission to extend the present borrow-
ing powers to borrowing on consols, The
loan will be in consols.

Proceeding to review the various
items of revenue, he mentioned that
the revenue from beer was £4,000,000

Jess than the estimate.

“That decrease,” said the Chancellor
-of the Exchequer, “is probably attriout-
able to the fact that very many beer
«drinkers are in South Africa, and also
to the decrease in the spending power
-of the people owing to the high price of
«oal. Experiment has shown that we
have practically reached the limit in the
Dprofitable taxation of spirits.” s

The receipts from the death duties
‘were: £1,600,000 below those of the pre-
«ceding year, but he had wetter expecta-
tions for next year.

The prolongation of the war and the
absence of business on the stock ex-
.change were responsible for the unsatis-
factory yield from stamps. In noting
that the yield from the income tax Wwas
£1,160,000 above the estimate, the Chan-
«cellor of the Exchequer remarked fThat
in twelve years the income on which
taxation had been paid had been increas-
«d bymo less than £120,000,000, a fact
that he hoped the house would remem-
‘ber. when he reached a later part of his

The only other points of the revenue
which he need touch upon were the ex-
ceptional receipts owing to the mint, the
silyer coinage and the telegraph receipts,
which compared very unfavorably with
the expenditure.

THE DEFICIT.

"The deficit for last year, £53,207,000
-showed that they had paid £15,413,000
«out of the revenue for the cost of the
war. The total amount provided by the
:state last year aggregated the enormous
ssum of £198,346,000. :

“As to the national debt,” said the
‘Chancellor of the Exchequer, “it stands
in painful contrast with last year, but
the funded debt had decreased by #£1,-
425,000,

On A'pril 1 the national debt stood at
. £687,500,000, an increase of £55,000,000
on account of the war,
THE ESTIMATES.

Turning to the present year, the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer said thae the
total estimated expenditure was £187,-
€00,000. On the existing basis it was
estimated that the revenue would be
£132,255,000, leaving a deficit of about
£55, 000

“How is this deficit to be met?’ asked
Nir Michael.- “I will never be respon-
sible for the fatal policy of paying the
whole cost of the war out of loans with-
wout putting a reasonable amount on the
taxpayers of the day. The real diffi-
«<ulty, however, is not so much the cost
of the war in South Africa as the opera-
tions in- China, as they will increase our
ordinary expenditure even if the war
«<omes to an end within three or four
months” (this statemen: caused cheer-
ing from the Irish members) ‘“or sooner
than the honorable members suppose.
QOur ordinary expendivare woull not
permit of the remittance of the addi-
tional taxation proposed for war pur-
poses last year. It, therefore, becomes
necessary to put our expenditure on a
‘broader basis. This country has reached
=2 point when it is necessary to widen the
scope of taxation, but direct taxpayers
must bear their share of the burden. 1
propose that twopence shall be added to
the income tax, making one shilling and
twopence on the pound. The extra two-
pence will realize £3,800,000. There will
be no addition to the wine, beer, spirits
or tobacco duties. I am not disposed to
impose a customs duty on manufactured
imported goods as suggested by Sir How-
ard Vincent,

,“The average consamption of sugar
is 56 pounds per head. Sugar is taxed
in every other community in Eurove,
and is taxed in the United States. In
this country taxes remained on sugar
long after the institution of free trade.
‘What I propose is not a protective duty
but an adequate public. necessity han
arigen for some duty of which the labor-
ing classes should bear a fair share.
The effect of my proposals on the price
of sugar is doubtful, as the price of
wugar is governed by the bounty sys-
tem. The great bulk of the imports of
sugar comes from bounty giving coun-
tries. 'The bounty system is that a
«<ountry gives a bounty encouragment to
production within its borders and at the
same time does its best to restrict com-
petition by its own people by every pos-
sible means. The result is that there is
an enormous surpius which has to find
a foreign muarket and this country, und-r
the present circumstances, is the only
market. Therefore, it is quite conceiv-
ahle that. unless, of course, the bounty
giving countries reduce the area of theijr
sugar production or lower their own du-
ties on sugar for the benefit of their own
population, hoth of which actions would
meéan the abolition of the bounty sys-
<em, that the result of the new tax, a'-
though at present the price might rise
and consumption = consequently be re-
duced, would be that there would be
such an inflow into this country of
bounty fed sugar unable to go elsewners
that the price might be broaght down,
Again, T do not believe that the dury
will injure manufacturers using sugar
‘to anything like the extent foared. Of
<oure, provision will be mada for jta-
yosing a duty on manufaccusd artidlea
from foreign countries coming into com-
wetition with the home artieis, T have
endeavored to reconcile the rouflicting
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creases Taxes

interests, Nothing must be dore to pro-
tect the British refiner to the disaavan-
tage of the British consumer. But on
the other hand, faif play must be given

{ to the British refiner as compared with

his Continental rival, The relincr of
beet sugar must not be favored zs
against the refiner of cane sugar.

“I propose a duty on refined sugar of
four shillings and twopence a hundred-
weight., A half penny per pound would
be four shillings and eight pence, so a
margin of six pence is left to cover the
customs, handling, etc. There is, there-
fore, no reason why a tax of four shil-
lings and twopence should increase ..e
retail price more than a half penny per
pound.

“The graduated scale of taxation will
be as follows: Refined sugar which is
polarized at 98 and upwards, and which
presents two-thirds of the total imports,
would pay the full tax. Tnis will dim-
inish to a minimum of two shillings per
hundredweight on raw sugar polarized
at 76. This scale is only tentative, and
I am perfectly willing to listen to crifi-
cism and the benefit of experience and
better knowledge.

“Molasses, in which are included the
grocery syrups consumed largely by the
poor, pay two shillings per hundred-
weight, and glucose, of which a great
deal has been heard lately, and is in tHe
manufacture of jams and aerated waters
will have to bear a tax of one shilling
and eight pence. 1 anticipate a yield
of £5,100,000 from this tax. The West
Indies will not be exempt. v

EXPORT DUYTY ON COAL.

My next proposal is a novel one, un-
known in this country for 45 years. It
is an export duty of a shilling a ton on
coal. In aiming to secure a revenue
from coal I am not sacrificing trade.
The imposition of a shilling, which is
infinitely less than the fluctuations in
price, will do no real injury to the coal
trade, even supposing that the export of’
coal is checked. I am not sure that even
that result will be an evil. From this
source, I expect £2,100,000, an aggregate
of £11,000,000 from new iaxation.

SUMMED UP,

“My final balance sheet will be, from
taxation, a revenue of £122 200,000;
from non-taxation, £21,055,000, a total
of £143,255,000. I propose to reduce
the expenditure by again suspending the
sinking fund to £182,962,000. This shows
a deficit of £39,707,000 to which must
be added £1,250,000 for the fresh debt
I have to borrow. I must ask the house
to give me borrowing powers consider-
ably in excess of this deficit of £41;000,-

. In order to finance the exchequer,
I ask to borrow £60,000,000 by means
of consols.
THE TRANSVAAL,

“As to obtaining contributions from
the Transvaal, Sir David Barbour’s re-
ports are not encouraging at present. 1
think the house will see the war has
brought the country to the verge of
ruin. (Opposition cheers greeted this re-
mark.) “This ean no longer be con-
sidered. 'The small war has cost £151,-
000,000, double the cost of the Criniean
war. There are £67,000,000 of the un-
funded debt redeemable within the next
ten years.

“I have tried to put before the house
a true account of our finances for the
present and immediate future. In our
time no Chancellor of the Exchequer has
so difficult a task, and no one has had
a more indulgent audience. I have not
laid proposals before the house with the
view of gaining transient popularity, but
I bave endeavored to establish a prin-
cipal of contribution by the whole com-
munity to the burdens of the state.”

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach concluded at
6:44 p. m., amidst loud applause, having
spoken two hours and twenty-six min-
utes.

Sir William Vernon Harcourt com-
plimented the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer on the ability he has shown, declar-
ing that his speech was characterized by
honesty, a quality very much lacking in
the conduct of the war, in telling the
house and the country the truth in re-
gard to the position.

“The budget,” continued Sir William
Vernon Harcourt, ‘“‘was but a chapter in
the disastrous incident of the war. It
was proposed to borrow altogether £127,-
000,000, four times as much as was
borrowed for the Crimean war.”

“We are living in an age of news-
paper finance,” said Sir William, *‘and
of increased expenditures. We cannot go
on without involving this country
finaneial ruin. The fashionable doetrine
| of the day is conscription and protection.
Does anybody believe that this increase
of expenditures is not to go on.”

Bir William argued that Engiand was
not as strong now as she was at the
close of the French war, and declared
in conclusion that it was the most dis-
astrous statement that the exchequer
had ever: made.

Mr. John Redmond, the Nationalist
Jeader, asked what interest Ireland had
in the war which led to this extraord-
inary disastrous and disgraceful finan-
cial situstion. He protested against
fresh taxation, which, he said, imposed
great injustice upon Ireland, that al-
ready, as admitted by the government
commission in 1893, was greatly over-
taxed. He severely attacked Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain and the war policy. :

Replying to criticisms, Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach said there 'were valuabie
ngsets in the Transvaal colony, but that
it was impossible to say what the con-
tribution for the war in the present statd
of that country would be.

At- 1:40 this morning Mr., Balfour,
the Government leader, said it was me-
cessary to pass resolutions, whereupon
the house divided on the sugar duty,
which was adopted by a vote of 183 to
125. The. coal duty was adopted by a
vote of 171 to 127. g

‘On_the resolution to authorize the
war loans being put before the hduse,
Mr. John Redmond moved to report pro-
gress. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach assent-
ed and the honse then adjourned.
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BURLINGTON BONDS.

‘Two Hundred and Twenty Millions to
Issued.

New York, April 18.—TIt was officially
announced in Wall street after the close
of business that the proposed control of
Burlington by the Great Northern and
Northern Pacific interests would be ef-
fected by an issue of $220,000,000 in
bonds on the basis of $2 in bonds for
each dollar outstanding on Burlington
stock. . The issue ‘will be underwritten
b§ a syn ’>te at r~~ with commigsions
off. /
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HENDERSON v. JONES.

Trespass Suit Decided by Judge Har-
rigon.

Nanaimo, April 18 —(Special.)—Judge
Harrison decided for plaintiff in Hender-
son v, Jones, a claim for one thousand
dollars damages for trespass over Mand
in New Westminster district elaimed by
both parties and awarded Henderson
$5 damages, and costs, thus sustaining
plaintif’s  claim to land. F. ¥eB.
Young for plaintiff; Henry L. Edmonds,
New Westminster, for defendant.
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RHEV. DR. POTTS,

Presented With a Thousand Dollars for
His Services, W

Toronto, April 18.—(Snecial)—The gsr-
cral board of the 20th Century Fund of
the Methodist church has voted Rev, Dr.
Potts $1,000 as an honorarium in ap-
preciation of his snccess in connection
with’ the fund, which totals $1,202,000.

Up-to-Date Styles at

The Budget

8ir. Michael Hicks-Beach Prais-
ed for His Courage and
Candor.

But Some Disappointment That
" Sugar Producing Colonies
Not Favored.

London, -April 19.—On the whole the
budget speech of Sir Michael Hitks-
Beach appears to have been fairly well
received, and the Chancellor of the Mx-
chequer is congratulated upon a Jjust
distribution of burdens.

The Liberals in the lobby declared that
the budget proposals afford them the
best electioneering weapon they had had
for twenty years. One Liberal figured out
that the war had cost £1,000 for every
Boer killed,

There is little doubt that, in raising
new taxes instead of increasing old
ones, Sir Michael has courageously court-
ed'much hostility and given the Liberals
an opportunity to close their ranks and
attack the government on its financial
policy.

Many ministerialists are dissatisfied
because the government has failed to
grant difterential treatment to the colo-
nies in the sugar tax,

In the course of an editorial on this
point, the Daily Mail, reproaching the
government with a failure to show gra-
titude to Queensland and Natal, says:

“A few words from the Chancellor of
the Exchequer would have upset the
whole bounty system. But these had not
been spoken. On the contrary, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer appears
hopeful of an increase in bounties,
cheapening sugar for Great Britain, but
at the same time completing the ruan
of the colonies. It does not seem to
strike him that an infinitely small de-
crease in the price of sugar would be
poor compensation for driving the West
Indies into the American Union.”

The coal duty, however, seems destin-
ed to excite the keenest opposition. 1t
has created consternation in Wales and
the North of England. The North
country exporters to the Continent as-
sert that the duty will almost prevent
competition with the Westphalian coal.
In South Wales it is urged that the
duty will injure the miners and maténi-
ally assist the United States and Ger-
many.

Mr. Wm. Abraham, radical member
for Glamorganshire, who is president of
the Welsh Miners’ Federation, said yes-
terday in the course of an interview,
that he was extremely surprised at the
proposal of such a tax, saying the ulti-
mate result would be.the closing down
of scores of Welsh collieries and the
throwing of thousands of men out of em-
ployment. Such a tax is wrong in prin-
ciple and will inevitably result in vhe
overthrow of the government. Although
the government organs have little but
praise for the budget, they fain wouid
admit that if the near future were to
bring by-elections, the results might be
unfavorable  for the government can-
didates.

The entire press, Liberal and Conser-
vative alike, is loud in praise of the
courage, honesty and candor of §‘1r
Michgel Hicks-Beach’s statement, which
was delivered with great ability and
lucidity, and without any attempt_ax
rhetoric.  Never  before have the im-
mense expeunditures entailed by the war
in 'South Afriea been so brought home
to the nation. ‘

It is understood that Col. Milward,
Conservative, will move on the second
reading of the Finance bill an amend-
ment regretting that the government
failed to differentiate in favor of the
colonies regarding sugar.
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DAWSON FEARS GLAICIER.

Immense Mass of Ice Formed on Hill
in Rear of Town.

Recent Dawson arrivals say the Klon-
dike is in the throes of a glacial pheno-
mena. Two months ago a glacier made
its appearance on the hillside back of

Dawson and has steadily embraced ter-
ritory, until now it covers several acres
of ground, threatening the destruction of
various cabins on the outskirts of the
Klondike capital. It throws off water
80 freely that many’ property owners
have undertaken to protect their homes
by means of ditches, but as the water
gushes forth in numerous places their
efforts are of little avail.

A peculiarity is noticed in this con-
nection, in that the water freezes be-
neath the cabins, the ice being push:d up
until some of the houses are half-filled
with it. In one cabin a stove has been
elevated until the top of it touches the
roof.

The ice of the glacier is from twelve to
fifteen inches thick in places, and besides
rendering that section of Dawson unin-
habitable, it threatens to render the trail
leading to the cemeteries impassab’e dur-
ling the summer, ﬂr\’:ch a result, it is pre-
dicted, can be averted only through the
construction of a series of culverts and
ditches, as the broiling summer san will
};eep torrents of water flowing from the
ice mountain.

BRI g Y
C. P. R. RECEIPTS.

The Week’s Showing Better Than a
Year Ago.

Montreal, April 17.—(Special.)—C. P.
R. traffic earnings for the week ending
April 14 were $611,000, and for the
same week last year $606,000.

RGNl W0 iR i
NORTHWEST FLOODS.

Regina People Fear Reservoir Will Give
ay.

Winnipeg, April 17—(Spzcial)—Floods
caused by swollen streams are reported
from several of the Northwest Terri-
tories. _At Regina the residents fear the
reservoir may give’ way and residents
on the barracks flats are moving out in
case of danger. g
The body of Adolph Wilson, who left
Regina for Wood mountain last win-
ter, after serving a term in jail, was
found on the prairie about thirteen miles
from Regina to-day. - He had evidently
been caught in a snowstorm and was
frozen to death.
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ROYAL YACHT SQUADRON.

The King Will Become Patron Initead
of Commodore.

T.ondon April 18.—It is announced that

King Edward will resign the post of

commodore of the Royal Yaecht Squnad-

pon, to become its patron in the place of

the late Queen Victoria.

——
WANT INCREASES. *

(Meveland. O.. Avpril 18.—A general
strike of all the firemen and linemen
employed on harbor tugs at Cleveland,
Krie, Ashtabula, Fairport, Sanduskr,
Toraine, Huron and Toledo has beey or-

domand an advance of $5 per morth,
They now receive $50 per ‘month., Thae

and the strike order followsd. It 1=

men will be affectel

OurHirst 6onsiznment of Fall Goods in t

WEILER BROS.

ne Upholstering, Drapery and Ourtain line

are now on sale, and we can only say th at for coloring, artistic effeet and value we
have surpassed ourselves in these last pur chasings,

Latest Novelties From

Paris, Berlin, London.

WEILER BROS.

Rithet to Run

She Will Replace the Lost Stern-
wheelers on the River
Service.

The accident to the river steamer Ra-
mona and the recent burning of the
steamer Royal City left only the steam-
er Beaver in service on the K'raser and
the C. P. N. Company, in view of this
fact have decided to plaee the steamer
R. P. Rithet, which has been lying moor-

ed at the place of idle steamers in James
Bay tor some time past, in the river
service. The R. P. Rithet, which for-
merly ran between Victoria and New
Westminster. during the summer season
of navigation, will leave for New West-
minster about the end of the week and
will be placed in service without delay
between New Westminster and Steves-
ton and possibly running to Chilliwack.
The sternwheeler has been repairgd and
overhauled and is in good condition for
the river service. The steamer Yosemite
will continue on the YVictoria-Westmin-
ster route. "

The Ramona, the explosion on which
reaped such a harvest of death, was
brought to Victoria from the Columbm‘
during the rush'to the Klondike at the
time when the Stikine route to the fam-
ous diggings was being used,, and she
was sent north and used for a short
time on that river. When she returned
to Vietoria she lay in the upper harbor
until soon after the Westminster fire,
when (Captain Baker and others came
down and purchased her to replace one
of the river steamers which were burn-
ed at the time of the big fire. Since
then she has beéen in service on the Fra-
ser. i

Steamer Islander, which is lying
across the bay with the R. P. Rithet, is
not to leave her moorings until some
time after the sternwheeler for she will
not be reddy for service on the Skag-
way route until about the beginning of
the month, in faect, it is said that it will
not be uw the arrival of the steamer
Haytian % ongkong, about May 9th
or 10th, that the Islander will start her
ten day trips to Skagway. The Haytian,
may, on her arrival from China, be alter-
ed in some respects, for it is not known
whether she has been fitted up, as her
new owners would like to have her for
the service in which she is to be placed.
Should her accommodations be satisfac-
tory she will be placed in service at once,
but should any improvement be neces-
sary, it will be made before she starts
her trips to Skagway. i

The steamer Princess Louise, which
has been lying idle since she came off
the ways a week or more since, is to
be placed on the run to Naas and north-
ern British Columbia ports and she
is to follow the Tees north, sailing on
her first voyage in this service on
Thursday next.

COLD STORAGE SERVICE.

White Pass System to Establish Refri-
gerator Route for Perishable
Freight.

The White Pass & Yukon route is pro-
jecting a refrigerator service between the
Sound and British “Columbia and Daw-
son, scheduled to make the trip in from
seven to nine days.

The object of the serviee is to ship in
good condition all classes of fruit, vege-
tablés, game, poultry. fish, eggs, butter
and dressed meats, The White Pass
Company has had building at its shops
in Skagway a number of refrigerator
cars designed after the most modern
plans to transfer these perishable goods
from Skagway to White Horse.

General Manager Hawkins has recent-
ly given a contract to the Oakland Iron
Works for the construction of three
modern refrigerator plants for the steam-
ers Dawson, Ogilvie and MecConnel,
which will run between White Horse
and Dawson, and they expect to add
two more boats to the same fleet a little
later in the season. These plants will
consist of ammonia compressors with in-
dependent engines operated by steam di-
rect from the boilers.’ The cold stor-
age room on each boat will consist of
two compartments, one 'for fruit. vege-
tables and similar articles, requiring a
temperature of from thirty to forty de-
grees, and the other for meats. etc., Te-
quirifig a temperature of from sixteen to
twenty-five degrees. These compart-
ments will have a ten ton ‘capacity, mak-
ing twenty tons for each boat. The
schedule will be arranged to have one of
these steamers leave White Horse for

‘Dawson every other day.

At S8kagway the company has now un-
der construction a cold storage plant ou
the wharf adjoniing the railroad track,
into which the perishable gooods will he
transferred direct into the refrigerator
cars. Similar cold storage warchouses
are being erected in Dawson by private
parties.

The arrangements for the rervice he-
tween Beattle, Victoria and Vaucouver
and Skagway sare not yet completed with
all the steamship companies. The Pa-
cific Coast Company has entered the ar-
rangement with the White Pass and is
fitting the steamshin Topeka with a fir-
ty ton 'cold storage department. while the
new steamer Spokane already has a sixty

ton cold storaze plant and will go into

service June 10th.
— e

CANNOT STOP MULES,

So Pearson Will Now Anpeal to Un'ted
States President. .

New Orleans, La.. Apri' 18 —Samuel

Pearson, the Boer officer who was refne-

ed a writ of inivnction hv the United
States cirenit conrt hy which he sought

to prevent the further evportation of
dered to begin at once. The stritmrs [MMes from this po't to Bonth Africa, hos

sent a petition dircetly to Prosidert Me-

Kinlay for ths reliaf.the conrts refused.
Great Lakes Towing Co., which pri~ei. [In the recent derision Jndg> Parlance
cally operates all the tugs at the porie|Dointed ont that Pearson has this +ight,
named. refused to consider the demrnf«, |€avin~ that the matter beine a politien!

one,'shou’d be trken befors the executive

said thet altopether re=s'= gr4 *h-<sand [department of the government instead of

S A ‘L-\ .""h:;»

before the courts.

On the Fraser|

NANAIMO SUICIDE.

Annie Smith Swallows Carbolic Acid—
She Came From Victoria. -

Bad news from home was the immedi-
ate reason why Annie Smith committed
suicide last Wednesday, at Nansimo.
The Herald of Nanaimo says: She had
been living with Mr, and Mrs. Bert
Hansen in a house in the yard belonging
to the gas works on Bridge street ever
since last October, and of late had been

drinking more than usua: and complaln-
ing that everyone was against her. Re-
cently she went to Victoria where her
father and two sisters are living, and on
returning spoke bitterly of the manner
in which her sister had treated her.

Yesterday afternoon her sister Emma,
who is working at the Occidental hotel,
here, got a letter from home and brought
it down for Annie to read. This letter
seemed to put a climax on Annie’s trou-
bles, and after going out for a drive
with a friend, she returned in the even-
ing saying she would put an end to her-
self, and asking Mrs. Hansen to see that
a bunch of wild flowers she brought
home were put on her grave.

Mrs. Hansen watched her closely, and
tried to cheer her up but about half-past
eight Annie took two tablespoonfuls of
) carbolic acid in a glass and called out to
Mrs. Hansen, who was in the next room,
“Well, goodbye. May you all live hap-
py,” and before she could be stopped
drank it down.

Dr. Davis and Dr. O’Brien were called
at once and though they arrived shortly
after the poison had been taken, nothing
could be done to save the poor woman’s
life and she expired shortly after the
doctors came.

Deceased was about twenty-four years
of age, of a rather despondent nature
that always met trouble more than half
way. Her father and two sisters live in
Victoria, another sister lives in Nan-
aimo.

‘Coroner Davis, who was present when
she died, says there will be no need of
an inquest. Funeral arrangements have
not yet been completed.

(AN PR o
CUMBERLAND FIRE.

Chinatown Destroyed, Inecluding Joss
House and Nearly Forty Dwellings.

The Nanaimo Herald contains the fol-
lowing account of a.fire in Cumberland
on Wednésday evening:

“As a result of the eéfforts of the Chi-
nese to elear up their quarters in readi-
ness for the visit of the Royal Commis-
sion on Oriental immigration, Chinatown
is now in ashes. The fumigation of the
joss house was the direct cause of the
conflagration, which commenced about 5

p. m.

“From the joss house the flames
spread rapidly to the adjoining stores
of the Chinese merchants which it was
evident almost from the first were doom-
ed. Keo Fong, Wong Lo Long and Ah
Loy’s premises were attached and all
efforts to save them were utterly useless.

“The fireé department, which was slow
in arriving, and also in getting down to
work, made a determined effort to pre-
vent the spread of the.fire.

“The Chinese Hall was the next to go
and then the flames leaped across to a
row of shacks and went down the line
g’trom one to another with fearful rapid-
ity..

“The fire boys, who were now putting
forth every effort, got the fire under con-
trol after four hours work. Besides the
joss house and the Hall, seven stores
and thirty dwellings are in ashes.”

MORE BOER REVERSES.

Forced to Blow Up a Long Tom—Pris-
oners Captured.

London, April 18.—A dispatch from
General Kitchener, dated Pretoria, Wed-
nesday, April 17th, says:

“Plumer has occupied Bathfront, cap-
turing 13 prisoners and a number of
rifles and ammunition.

“Douglas’s column has occupied Dub-
stroom, Six Boers were 'killed.

“On General Kitchener's advance from
Lydenburg, the Boers blew up a Long
Tom. Thirteen prisoners were captured.
. “Elliott’s division has brought in a
iarge number of cattle.”

The Globe this afternoon scents a gross
scandal in its alleged discovery that two
mempers of the government committee,
appointed a year ago to determine the
value of various explosives, have taken
out - patents in their own names. The
Globe says: “Sir William Roberts Aus-
ten secured a patent for improvements
in detonators, while Sir William Crooke
has patented nitro-explosives for. artil-
lery. ‘When the committee was appoint-
ed, Lord Landsdowne, then war minister,
assured investors and manufacturers
that they might submit their products to
the committee in the utmost confidence.”

——
BUBONIC PLAGUR.

Sixteen More Cases Reported at Cape-
town.

Capetown, April 17.—Sixteen cases of

bubonic plague were reported to-day, in-

cluding three Europeans., The corpses

of three men whose deaths had not been

reported, were discovered.

e ST T
BUBONIC PLAGUE.

Ten New Cases Officially Reported in
Capetown.

Capetown, April 18.—Ten new cases 5f
the bubonic plagne, including two Euro-
peans, wera officially reported to¥ay.
Two additional deaths have occurred.
Official advices to the colonial office re-
ravding ‘the progress of the bubonic
plague in South Africa show that prior
to Anril 13 there had been 41 cases of
the disease smong persons under miM-
tary and naval control in Cape Colony.
Sl i S

UNTRUE,

Colombia Has Not Offered Canal Con-
cession to United States,

Colon, Colombia, April 17, via Galves-
ton.—Dr. C. Martinez Silva. the Colom-

bian minister of foreign affairs now in

Washington, has telegraphed here that
the recent sensational reports relating to
the extraordinary canal concessions offer-
ed by Colombia to the United States
government are untrue,

MR. McNICOLL DENIES,

Reported Changes of Officials in the
West Are Not True.

Montreal, - April 17.—(Special)- Vice
President MecNicoll denies the rumors ot
reported changes in leading <. I’. R. of-
ficials in the West.

BRELT . RS St
NAVIGATION OPEXNS.

First Steamer Irom Kingston Sailed
Yesterday.

Kingston, April 17.—The steamer Nero
leit for Picton at 3 o’clock to-day on the
first trip of the season. 'This marks the
opening of the season’s navigation.

SHAMROCK TRIALS.
The King Will Likely Be Spectator of
the Races.

_London, April 17.—It is expected that
King Edward will witness the first trial
races between the two Shamrocks at the
Isle of Wight from Sir Thomas Lipton’s
steam yacht Erin. Mr, Wm. Fife, jr.,
the designer of Shamrock I., will direct
this yacht during the trials, and Mr.
Watson will direct Shamrock II.

Salaries Will
Be I_ncreased

8chool Board:Resolves to Grant
an Increase Dating from
May lIst.

At the special meeting of the school board
last evening, the question of increase of
salaries of assistant masters, was taken up
for consideration, and while the members
of the board freely expressed their willing-
ness to accede as far as possible to the re-
quest, the financial aspeect was the big
stumbling block. The chairman, Dr. Lewis

Hall, said a basis of rearrangement of sal-
aries all round was engaging the attention
of the city superintendent at present, and
while it would be midsummer before a com-
prehensive plan could be submitted, the re-
sult would in the end, he said, satisfy the
teachers.

Before the special business was taken up
some communications were read and dis-
4 posed of.

Frank H. Eaton, clty superintendent,
wrote. thanking the board ror teave or ab-
seunce granted, and expressing the belief
that he would be able to return to duty
at the expiry ofsthe time. Filed.

Ernest Seton Thompson, the Canadian
explorer and lecturer, is coming to Victoria
with his lecture on wild animals. Major J.
B. Pond, who is managing the tour of Mr.
Thompson, writés to the Minister of Educa-
tion respecting the matter, and Superintend-
ent of Education Alex. Robinson, wrote to
the school board, forwarding the letter.
The presumption from the letter was that
the gallant major wants a guarantee for
some amount, but there was no definite re-
quest, though it was the idea that the lec-
ture would be delivered to the children as
well, if the board would assist.

Trustee Jay moved, Trustee Huggett sec-
onding, that the secretary write to the su-
perintendent of Education, and state that
owing to the indefiniteness of the proposal
in Major Pend’s letter, the board could not
entertain it. An amendment, moved by
Trustee Brown, seconded by Trustee Drury
to the effect that the superintendent of edu-
cation be notified that the board would give
permission for the 'school -children to at-
tend, but could grant no financial assistance
was carried.

The department of education submitted
the statement of average actual attendance,
at the public schools of Victoria ecity for
the past half year, upon which Iis
based the per capita grant for the quarter
ending March 31, 1901, showing 2,209.32 as
the average and the per capita grant o
$2.50 per quarter makes a total of $5,523.30.

.#h THE SALARY LIST: )

The ‘board went Into committee of the
whole with Trustee Drury in the chalr, to
ccnsider the application of eight assistant
masters for increased sataries.

Trustee Belyea suggested that the board
would make better progress by first consid-
ering the estimates and finding what were
the ways and means for providing salaries,
before taking up the main question. He
said he would be glad if the board were in
a_position to grant the Iincreased salaries
asked, but it was largely a question of
ability to pay. The appropriation for sal-
anies was really not large enough.

Chairman Dr, Hall said he would favor
laying the matter over to the midsummer
holldays. He believed there was necessity
of rearranging salaries, and the superin-
tendent was preparing a schedule.

Trustee Brown moved that the increase
asked for be.granted, to date from May 1,
the minimum salary to be $750.

Chairman Hall moved in amendment that
the salary question be laid over till mid-
summer. He pointed out that the Increas-
ing number of pupils with overcrowding,
wasg making it necessary to Increase ac-
commodation and to engage additional
teachers.

Other members of the board expressed
the opinion that the teachePs or some of
them, at any rate, would leave if there was
not something done. Trustee Relvea safd
he would like to see them get the increase,
hut he would Hke to know where the money
was coming from. He suggested that the
mo’gon of Trustee Brown be amended to
read:

“That the male assistant teachers who
asked for an increase of sa'avy be notified
that the board intend to adinst the salar-
les fram Mev 1t next. with a view of
granting such ‘increases as the finances of
the boord will permit.”

Dr Feoll mavad an amendment that +ha
words “May 1st” he struek ont and ‘et
of Iniy” inserted In their place, as the
hoard won'd then he ready to deal with +h-
arestion, The amendment was lost andq tha
original motion carried. The committes of
tha who's than rose and renorted the reen.
lution. The bnard then adonted the report.

JANITORS’ SALARIES.

Trustee Brown pressed for some action
on the matter of the request of the Janitors
of the Central and North Ward schools, for
increase of salary, owing to increased work
caring for the manual school rooms. Trus-
tee Drury moved and Trustee Huggett sec-
onded, that the request of the two janitors
be referred to the bulldings committee. to
report at next meeting of the board. The
board then adjourned.

R | e e e M
PRACE CONVENTION.

China and Turkey Have Not Yet Signed
It
The Hague, April 17.—Mexico to-day
signed the convention of the peace con-
ference. China and Turkey are now the
only countries which have not signed
the peace convention.
—_—
MORE STEEL WORKS.

Henry Fricke Said to Be Interested in
Another Scheme,

Philadelphia, April 17.—It is etated on
what appears to be good authority that
an immense steel forging plant will be
built at Billin rt, N. J., on the Dela-
ware river. enry Fricke and his
friends are said to be interested in the
new enterprise.

A R st .
THE GARONNE.

Expected at San Francisco From the
Philippines.

‘Washington, April 17.—The ‘transport
Garonne, with Massachusetts volunteers
returning from Manila has been report-
ed. ‘She was at Honolulu; and will be
in S8an Francisco in twe or three days.
The Garonne was long overdue and anxi-
ety was felt for her safety.

e
PULP MILL STRIKE,

Outlook ,SeemsA Sérious at Grand Mere—
No Settlement Effected.

Grand Mere, Que., April 17..~(Special.)
—The strike of operatives of the pulp
mill here looks serious. Officers of the
Laurentide Pulp Co., Messrs. MeGibbon
and Alger having come by a special train
from Montreal and had a long confer-
ence with the workmen, but it had no
effect. In all there are about eight
hundred men employed. :

Palace
Destroyed

Imperial Winter Residence At
Pekin Has Been Burned
Down.

And Count Von Waldersee’s Chief
of Staff Meets His
Death,

Result May be to Delay the
Return of the Em.
peror.

Berlin, April 18.—Field Marshal
von Waldersee reports that the best | ¢
of the winter palace at Pekin was dog-
troyed by fire yesterday evening. Gen,
Schwartzkof met his death in the & ¢
the cause of which is not explained, ],
adds that the French and Japaness
troops gave the most prompt assista
The field marshal and other officers lost
nearly everything,

Major General von Schwartzkof, prior
to his appointment as chief of staf 1,
Count von Waldersee, tommanded tie
33rd infantry brigade in Schwerin. 1o
was a member of the German delegati
to the peace conference at The H:
where he played a conspicuous part. He
was not to b¢ ‘“onfounded with Major-
General von § ~kopf, German muli.
tary attache it the time of the
first Dreyfu, 1. This officer ig
now commaj 2 3rd brigade of
the Second infantry division,
Berlin.

The body ¢ al Schwartzkops, it
Was announce. vening in a dispatch
from Pekin, had been founa. The body
of his dog was first found, and it is sup-
posed the general re-entered the palace
to rescue the dog. The suspicion of in-
cendiarism is not borne out. It is beliey.
ed that the fire ignited in the pantry
near Von Waldersee’s kitchen. Llieut.-
Col. Marchand,_the French officer who
came into prominence at the time of the
Fashoda incident, distinguished himself
in the work of rescue.

Washington, April 18.—The secretary
of state received a cable message this
morning from Mr. Squires, United'
Stajces charge, dated at Pekin, April 18,
saying that e winter palace occupied
by Gen. von Waldersee, was acecideni-
ally destroyed by fire, and Genéral
Schwartzhoff, chief o staff, ratally
burned.
+ This incident may prove more serious
than appears on the surface. From the
‘Chinese standpoint it was impossible to
consider the return of the imperial fam-
ily as long as the commander in chie?
of the allied forces was in actual uccu-
pation of the Empress’ palace. But new
objection is ereated in the removal of
the palace itself. Under Chinese usage,
the imperial family must occupy these
quarters execlusively reserved for fiem,
within the prohibited precincts.

AT OTTAWA.

Transportation Question Oeccupies Time
of the House,

.. Ottawa, ril  18.— (Special) —The
tmnsporthtfonquu‘esﬂdn‘“oﬁ(t‘up' 2 ‘%né leny
tire sitting to-day, members advoecating
the claims of routes through their par-
particilar constituencies.

‘There is great rivalry between Quebec
and Montreal ' and Mr. Tarte and the
Solicitor-General exchanged sharp lan-
guage over the relative advantages of the
two ports. -

Sir Wilfrid Laurier told Mr. Maclean
that the publie would be informed in due
course whether the 24th of May will be
a public holiday.

Acceptances for the Bisley team are
coming in slowly. Rifle league matches
have been fixed for June 15th and 20th:
vJu]y_ 13th; 27th. There will be free am-
munition as usual.

Census returns are commencing to be
received here.

Senator Templeman’s bill to legalize
the union label was unanimously re-
Jected by the Senate banking committee
this morning. Ralph Smith, Puttee of
Winnipeg, and Dan. O’Donohue played
hard for its adoption, but. the committee
was firm,

A CALL.

Toronto Presbyterian Church Wants a
New Pastor.

Toronto, April  17.—(Special)—Cook
street Presbyterian church to-night de-
cided to call to its pastorate Rev. Alex.
Esler, of West Chester, Pa., offering
him a salary of $3,000.

o R B S S
ASKED FOR EXECUTIONS.

But Li Hung Chang Does Not Think
Much of - Christians’  Evidence.

Pekin, April 17.—A Presbyterian mis-
sionary Killie has returned from San
Ho where Ohristians were burned to
death in Deeember, Mr. Killie reports
to Gen, Chaffee that some time ago sev-
eral ‘of his eonverts were killed. He had
the guilty parties tried in the courts
where they were convieted and sentenc
ed to death subject to Li Hung Chang’s
signature. Mr. Killie came to Pekin
and saw Li Hung Chang, who said the
men should be killed immediately. Upon
going to San Ho three weeks later the
missionary found the men alive. He
spoke to a judge of the Chinese courts
on the matter, who showed him a let-
ter from Li Hung Chang, who gave wm
instructions that the men must not be
executed, as they had only been con-
victed on the testimony of Christians,
conseqnen;lﬂ, the evidence was untrust-
worthy. . Killie has a copy of the
letter. : )

In the meantime the French authorl-
ties replied that if the men were not ex-
ecuted within eight days they would take
the law into their own hands and pun-
ish the Chinese officials likewise.

The ministers of the foreign powers

view with alarm the expedition against
General Liu Kuan Ting as they think
he will retreat, probably laying waste
the villages he traversed and killing na-
tive Christians and that such action will
be used as an excuse by the military
for further aggression which would prob-
ably be the taking of Tai Yuan Fu, the
capital of Shan Si province.
At to-day’s meeting of the forfigh
ministers the question of  indemniues
was considered. It is mow estimated
that £70,000,000 will cover all claims.

e o vy ol G
VICTORIA DAY.
o i
Nanaimo Does Not Intend to Let
“Queen’s Birthday” Drop.

Nanaimo, April 17.—(Special)—Maycr
Manson has called a public meeting of
citizens for Friday night to discuss the
best method of honoring May 24, the lute
Queen Victoria’s birthday

Messrs. MacLellan and Blake, Wash-
ington mining men, left for Texada Is-
land in the steamer Sudbury this morn
ing to inspect claims there belonging 10
J. T, Bdwards, with a view to parchase.
They will examine a number of mmerd
claims between here and Alberni
their return from Texada.
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