Courts
Destruction

tigating Base Attacks
Britain Her Only
ssible Friend.

o Surveyors on the
Frontier Inspired
by Officials

| (gl

bngkong Press, usually a
and non-sensational paper,
ved, there is a very serious.
difficulty back of the out-
[Burmese border which early
bst two British officers of
eir lives and led to the
ounding of & third com-
ectly, the murder was com-
e native inhabitants, known
but there is abundant evi-
w that it was instigated and
by the Chinese authorities,.
periors of the officers sacri-
aking strong representations
ry measures upon China her-
hief incident of complaint is
s “the most serious and
utrage of its kind since the-
Margary, under somewhat
umstances.” i
Kiddle and Sutherland were
the Burmese boundary com-
d for some time have been
aged in surveying—when the
cials in the districts thought
them to do so—the territory
Hers of Burma and Yunnan.
commencement the Chinese
sonally placed every impedi-
e way of these officers and
ates, and, what is far worse,
encouraged the tribesmen
nd impede the commissioners.
well known that the Chinese-
in the case of Capt. Deasy,
secretly instructed in their
bstruction by orders from the
at Pekin.
kpondent the Rangoon
bith the Burma boundary
, writing on the 14th Febru-
efers to the trouble Mr. Suth-
s then experiencing at the
ben. Liu, in the country of the

n, to the Was about here,.
heir attitude may have been
Chinese first made enquiry
hey are now evidently bent on
bntrance into their country..
that fringe the Chinese Shan
Meng Ting, those of Pang
conceded to China, and those-
Hkawn, in our territory, have
igns that they do not wish to
by any boundary commissions.
that the Was have treacher-
dered some inhabitants of the-
ettlement of Pang Long. They
atened to attack our camps
to annihilate the reserve es-
opang. On the only occasion
we have offered to visit one-
villages, they punctuated the-
something closely resembling
So far we have progressed
a shot or two exchanged and
ks rolled, but when we again:
contact with these hill folk
wn the fronmtier, it remains to
if the irksome orders we are
n no account to fight, can ‘be
ut to.the letter. The map of’
jer has to be made, if its de-
h is to be effective; the Was
ainly oppose the entrance of
k to any part of their country..
pscorts are of as much value as
eit coin. = It therefore appears-
work of driving off the Was
pith us. It is open to question
In be done always without some-
ry like what the Chinese call
fighting.”
me correspondent mentions that
e wanting, but there can be no-
hat when those details arrive
| disclose the full complicity. of
hese .officials and of the Chinese-
ent. The . commission had = a:
escort composed of Ghurkas
ew English mounted infantry,.
sumably. that escort was with
r members of the commission.
eems truly to be doing every-
her power to hasten her own
fon. The “open door” policy
ely meet these recent outrages
ung and Yunnan.
was also brought by the Em-
another -Chinese outrage on
the vietims in this less serious
re being three bluejackets of
B: Woodcock, at present cruising
Yangtse. The sailor men had
a stroll ashore and fell afoul of’
agers north of Shashi, being
ly made prisoners, chained to
und, and beaten with bamboos.
us is the situation thought to be
vicinity of Tientsin that British
have been ordered to that

e (.
QUITE TRUE.

last laundry I patronized was
st I've struck yet.”

vhat way?”’

» sent ’em six collars, and all I
k was the buttonholes.”—Boston

RIFLING
WITH THE NERVES

8 Hasten the Decay of Nerve

1s—Dr. ChaBe’s Nerve Food

Restores and Revitaliz-s
Wasted Nerves.

ne can afford to waste nervous en-
he vital force of the human body.
p can afford to hasten the decay of
rves by using opiates to deadem
baralyze +the| nerves to induce
nd sleep. .No one can afford to

diseasel nerves until overcome
otration, paralysis, epilepsy or

nerves must not be trifled with..
the beginning of nervous disorder-
e evident by esleepléssness, irrita-
loss of enérgy, twitching of the
and muscles, tired brain and de-
d spirits, the weak and exhausted
b eliculd at once be restored by the
Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food.
b great restorative is in pilli form,.
bntains the very elements of nature
go to form mew red corpuscles im
ood and to create new nerve cells.
Chase’s Nerve Food is an up-to-
scientific treatment for all diseases
by thin, watery blood and dis-
nerves. It cures permanently by
ug up the system. 50c., at all deal-
Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronte.

Route of the
Island Railway

Character of the Land in the
Northern Part of Van-
couver Island.

Through Country That Is Very
Valuable for Settlement

and Timber.
A

In the year 1887 exploratory surveys
were made of tthe . northern portion of
vancouver Island by J. H. Gray, C.E,,
and Henry Fry, C.E. Mr, Gray states
{he nature of his work as follows:

The object of the expedition was to as-
certain the general characteristics of the
country lying porth from the 50th par-
allel, to what extent adapted for settle-
ment, and the ‘difficulties that might be
encountered in constructing a line of rail-
way to the north, having its objective
point at or about Fort Rupert. These
,outlines were supplemented |
tions to traverse the country | :
towards” Comox if circumstances permit-

d.
uHe first examined the country between
Campbell river and = Alert Bay. He
found about 1,200 acres of land of med-
jum quality here and some fine timber
both fir and cedar. He thus describes the
valley of the Nimpkish river:

Nimpkish river flows into Broughton
strait, opposite Cormorant jsland (Alert
Bay), having a total length of four miles,
and an average width of 350 feet; tide
water running up about three-quarters of
a mile, In volume it is larger than any
river 1 have seen on the Island. It is
dificult to ascend, and dangerous, even
at the low water of August, to any but
expert canoemen, being a succession of
steep riffies, some eight in number, divid-
ing stretches of comparatively dead
water, rising 75 feet to Karmutsen Lake,
or 19 feet to the mile of stream. For the
first mile it bears S.W., the east bank
being low, and for the most part thickly
timbered with small spruce and hemlock
growing in sandy soil. Close to the river,
on the west, the bank rises to a height
of 25 or 30 feet, sloping gradually be-
yond, and attaining an elevation of 150
feet above a stream, whence it extends
along the coast for miles. On the banks|
are found alder and underbrush; the pre-
vailing timber away from the stream be-
ing medium sized spruce.

One mile from its mouth the river turns
sharply to S. 10 E., which general course
it keeps to the lake, the hills close in,
and rocks appears here and there in the
river bed, and on either balmk—'the valley
continuing—is about three-quarters of a
mile wide, Tortuous inits channel, points
are found containing excellent land, in
small holdings for a few individual set-
tiers; but altogether the Nimpkish does
not compare favorably with the country
to the north, nor the more interior valleys,

ANUTZ LAKE.

g souh | 2955

Anutz Lake was next visited. He
found some good land on the west shore
of this lake, but the country not being
inviting he returned te mouth of Kla-
anch River by land, aleng' the :ridges

bordering Anutz Lake on the east, strik |

ing the river some three miles ‘above-ita
mouth., These ridges, quite susceptible
of cultivation, soon fall away into the
river flats of most excellent soil, gener-
ally free from underbrush. Scattered fir
and spruce, ‘3 feet to 5 feet diameter,
lending a park-like appearance to the
country, and for bottom lands, singularly
free from overflow. ~ :

KARMUTSEN LAKE TO PORT
’ McNEIL. ;

Refitting at Kla-anch River cache he
proceeded on August 5 to mnorth emi of
Karmutsen Lake, with view of finding
out what facilities existed for a line of
railway through the low hills bordering
the lake in this direction, it being an
accepted idea that the country lying te
the north was all more or less suitable
for settlement.

Travelling up the yalley of a small
stream for four miles a summit, feek
above the Karmutsen waters, is crossed.
This valley, though in places confined,
offers no obstacles to construction, nor
would the grade be considerable, From
the summit, after passing through a fine
level stretch of country for two miles,
low arable ridges,” and shallow ponds
and meadows, ge latter easily drained,
the headwaters of a large stream was

_reached, which being followed for 24

miles, was found to flow into the sea
at Port McNeill. Frong this point the
‘bench or plateau we had just left, bord
ering the coast at an average height of
150 feet above the sea and one mile in
land, was easily traced, stretching west
erly in an unbroken line towards Fort
Rupert. Considering further exploration,
in this dection mnuecessary, he returned
to mouth of Kla-anch River, which he
reaached on August 29. Returning from
.Port McNeill he made a detour of some
‘four miles to the sonth, finding the coun
try falling slightly inland; and retaining
the same excellence of character as that
noted on line of march.’ Spruce and hem:
lock, 2 to 3 feet in diameter, prevail with
more or less underbrush, o

VALLEY OF KLA:ANCH RIVER. .

“The Kla-aneh (or as Mr. Mohun more
Droperly calls _it:  “The Needgilgas or
Karmutsen”) River (I have retained the
more familiar names, as per- Admiralty
«charts, in this report) falls into the south:
eastern corner of Karmutsen Lake. It
flows in a general direction of 8. 756 E..
through the heart of the Island, for 3
miles, to its source some 7 miles south
from Victoria Peak. The actual length
of the river is 42 miles, constituting it
by far the longest on Vancouver. Be
sides marble, which predominates, red
granite below and grey granite above the
falls were observed crossing the river bed.
On this distance I estimate (including
that mentioned as lying east from Anuty
Lake) there are 3,000 acres of excellent
land, -timbered throughout. Beyond the
falls the rodk disappears, the valley open-
ing out to an average width of 1%, miles
to its junetion with the Woss, aggregat-
ing say, 1,000 acres to the mile for 12
miles, river bottom, generally free from
overflow, ‘heavily timbered with spruce.
hemlock, cedar and fir, from two to four
feet in diameter—maple and alder being
found on fhe banks.” ;

From a small isolated hill, 1,800
feet lying a mile north from the forks,
a good view of the surrounding country
may be seen. From here to the mouth
of Davie River, three miles up, the north
bank, at a short distance back, rises
abruptly to a height of 200 feet, form-
ing an undulating plateaun lying between
these two streams and sloping gradually
back for three miles to some small lakes
and Beaver ponds lying at foot of the
main hills. Al this is more or less good
land, low ridges timbered with spruce,
fir, .and 'hemflock, from 1 to 8 feet in

i S ST
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diameter, interspersed with open mea-

dows..
DAVIE RIVER.

Three miles above Woss River we come
to a large stream flowing from the N.E.;
This river was explored for seven
miles, to where it enters the high range
Iying to the west of White River, For
this distance it is rapid, rising 400 feet,
averaging in width 100 feet. Its valley,
or more properly, basin is ome of the
most extensive tracts of good land ep
bloc seen on the expedition, it being in
1fa\ct, the junction of several smaller val-
evs. B

Leaving the direction of Davie River
which now entering a confined valley
containues easterly towards some sSnow-
capped peaks, he turned to the southeast
towards the lakes mentioned. - Approach-
ing these an excellent farming country
is passed through, several open meadows
being observed.

As to the extent of arable land in the
tract just described, ineluding the good
Jand bordering Woss River and Lake,
the Davie River, and that portion of the
Kla-anch Valiey lying between these
points, he estimates there is not less than
11,000 acres available for settlement,
containing river bottom, free from over-
flow, and the higher lands, 600 to 700
feet above the sea, on the plateau, lying
between the Davie and Kla-anch Rivers.

CAMPBELL R'VFR AND LAKE.

Campbell River is a rapid stream, fall-
ing into Discovery Fgseage, in latitude
50 dpﬁ, 02 mins, 30 secs. three miles

,ﬁ.wiﬁ'-l AR
*He " d on ‘this tiver an excellent
tract of farming land,; apparently stretch-
mz nov.h and South along the line of
eoast, and having a depth of about one
mile. This would embrace some open
prairie land lying in a wedge between the
coast’and the river on its first mile,

A mile and a half up the river the
Messrs. Nunn, who are the advance guard
o) settlemient, to the north, are clearing
a farm, and seem more - than satisfied
with their acres. So, also, at Mr. James
Knight's location, five miles south of
Cape Mudge, excellent land was shown
me, with “lots similar in the meighbor-
hood.” Good timber is found here. Fir
and hemlock with large maple in proxim-
ity to the river's bank.

Leaving the river at Nunn’s he went
across country, not seeing it again until
Campbell Lake was reached. Two miles
out the Quinchan, 125 feet above the
sea, is crossed, a small stream flowing
through a confined valley to the Camp-
bell. . The country for about one and a
half miles is valueless, the timber thongh
scattered is good, Crossing this small
valley we ascend to a plateau, 350 feet
above the sea, gradualy rising to the
southwest, containing excellent land,
timbered with scattered fir and hemlock,
three feet diameter, berry bushes form-
ing the underbrush, and stray maple in
groves. This pleasing country holds for
two miles, to & summit 660 feet above the
sea, where the land becomes rocky and
poor, and timber scrubby; this character
prevailing to Campbell Lake. A small
unnamed lake (| feet was passed five
miles in, and after crossing some bare
rocky points (sandstone formation) Camp-
bell River, where ‘it leaves the lake, was
reached six miles 8. 35 degrees W. from
its mouth, !

Campbell River, at this point, flows
swiftly, 100 feet wide, through rocky
banks rising on either 'side 150 feet,
sparsely timbered with scrub hemlock.
Followed down for a mile and a half,
no change from this was perceptible. Af-
ter some dificulty the river was crossed
a quarter of a mile below outlet, and the
traverse of a rocky point brought us to
the northeast corner of Campbell Lake.

Campbell Lake, by aneroid, 475 feet
above the sea, is seven miles ipng,‘lyin‘g-
about west, with an average ‘of
184 miles. A narrow strip of good land,
with a varying width of 1,000 to 1,500
feet, borders the north shore, being the
toe of a rocky ridge. On the south poor-
ly timbered ridges 300 to 500 feet high,
lie ‘close to the lake shore, excepting a
valleys, or depression, one and a quarter
miles wide, seen stretching ten miles to
south towards the foot of Rugged Peak
(4,000 feet).

The party left this valley, and cros8ing
a.rocky ridge 350 feet above the lake
entered a rolling country, rid(z, 200 feet
about, prineipally timbered with hemlock,
fir and cedar, 3 feet diameter, for the
most part underbrush, alternating with
open and bushy medoaws and beaver
ponds. Though the summits of these
ridges are generally rocky, on the slopes,
~which are gentle, is good land in abund-

meadows and ponds are easily
drained, the water-shed being south to-
wards the Upper Campbell,

SALMON RIVER.

Salmon River, draining one of the fin-
est tracts of country‘on the Island, flows
‘through numerous channels into John-
ston Strait, in latitude 50 degs. 24 mins,
At low tide the entrance is difficult; one
mile up the channel becomes confined,
and for the next three miles, to which
point (at the foot of a small riffle tide
water rises, the current is gentle, the
streams averaging in width 300 feet,
with water sufficient for any small craft.
Beyond this numerous small riffles occur,
in no way dangerous, and troublesome
only from lack of water sufficient to float
a loaded canoe. Four and a half miles
southeast from its mouth, and seven by
river (which is very tortuous), White
River flows in from the south. Over thig
distance the river valley on the north is
encroached upon by points from the
Prince of Wales Range (4,600 feet),
which lies' between it and the coast, and
approaching White River by the “Valley
Cone,” which may be called an isolated
spur of the same range. Mr. Gray esti-
mated this lower stretch to average 1,000
acres to the mile of excellent bottom land.
exposures on the banks showing 3 to §
feet of river deposit on gravel. It is
heavily timbered; large spruce and hem-
lock predominating, with conttonrwood
near the river. The lower reaches ap-
proaching the mounth would be subject
overflow at extreme flood. |

WHITE RIVER.

‘White River, which rises in the west-
ern slopes of Victoria Peak, 17 miles to
the sou’tlx.l equals in sizeid alx::gt theim%lin

eam,  It.is very rapid, _navigable
for small canoes alone, rising in 19 miles

The valley at
firet confined, 5 miles up opens out, and
an average width of half a mile is at-
tained. At 13 miles the mountains again
close in, forming canyons of gray.marble
20"to 60 feet in height. nings to two
large valleys at 15 and 17 miles were
crossed. ‘These valleys, or basins, in the
hills to the southeast were not explored,
-though seeming to contain plateau land
200 feet above the valley, similar to that
lying between the Davie and Kla-anch
Rivers, Generally the White River coun-
try can not compare to advantage with
that seen elsewhere, Over the lower ten
miles not more than 2,500 acres of :
land could ba located, while on the upper
stretches where the valley is wider and
the platean land occurs, the high eleva-
tions (1,200 feet above sea) would be in-
imicable to farming operations. Snow
fell with us here on October 27, and the
hard and fast line for the winter was not

Reacing the canoe on
traverse of this river was
day. For five miles the river is extreme-

good | 166_miles, as follows:
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1y tortuous; the banks are good 5 to 7
feet, and showing all this depth of river
deposit; the timber similar to that lower
down. If av about 1,100 acres to
the mile, the ey being 1%, miles wide.
This brings us to the forks, 9 miles di-
rect from the mouth and 15 by river.
The smaller branch, turning more to the
south, trayerses the valley in that direc-
tion for 4 miles, where, through a con-
fined valley, it enters among the hills.

One mile above the forks he abandoned
the canoe on account of log jams. The
valley at this point is 214 miles across, a
network of sloughs, and at high water
for half that width very wet. Omn the
south side the valley is bounded by a
ridge or bench 250 feet above the river,
at the foot of which, sloping gradually
towards the stream, is 8 strip half a mile
wide of splendid land, fern prairie and
open timber, free from underbrush and
any danger of overflow.

wenty-three miles us this ridge was
crossed, ®. 30 degs. E. for 5 miles
through lightly timbered ridges and open
meadows, all more -or less good land, at
an average elevation of 500 feet above
the sea. Climbing a small range of
mountains, some 1,800 feet, lying to the
south, Campbell and Bear Lakes were
seen respectively bearing east and north
over a. good stretch of seemingly level
country; to the southeast a large un-
known lake, and through a low valley to
the southwest what appeared to be an-
other lake.

Embracing all the lands in the Salmon
River proper, those on White River, and
the higher country lying south and south-
east from Salmon ' River and ~towards
Campbell Lake, he estimated there would
be in one block fully 35,000 acres avail-
able for settiement, of which two-thirds
would be river or bottom lands.
Ml\Fl’y'& report was supplementary to
Mr. Gray’s. He went up the Kla-anch
river. For the first few miles he
found broken country. He says:

“Continuing up stream for about 18
miles the junction of the Woss and Kla-
anch Rivers is reached, the whole dist-
ance being through a wide and fertile
valley; the river banks are low, and
flats extend on either side.

“Following up the Woss river 2%
we come to Woss lake; the stréam is
tortuous and swift, the land on either
side is flat, principally swamp and beaver
meadows. '

Woss lake is a magnificent sheet of
water, lying npearly north and south,
about 10 miles in leggth and 134 wide,
315 feet above the sea level. ' Ae the
north end of the outlet the land is flat and
snitabl e for agricultural purposes, but
3 miles up the lake the mountains close
in and the shores are steep and rocky;
at the extreme south end a large stream
comes in, at the month of which a little
good land was found.”

In the valley of the Tahsis he found
10,000 acres of good bottom land with
‘magnificent spruce and cedar, and at the
mouth of the stream a large meadow,
He went up Vernon riyer, where he
found the sountry ‘particularly good—
flats extending miles on either side of
the river with alder bottom and beaver
meadows.”  Vernon river rises in a lake
4 miles long and 1% miles wide surround-
ed with good land splendidly timbered.
Two streams flow into the lake, one of
which he ascended, finding a consider-
able area of good land.
across to the Kla-anch river, which he
followed to its source, *having come
through ' good farming land the whole
distance.” He adds: ‘

“Continuing in the same direction
through a series of open grass swamps
and beaver meadows for three miles we
came to the head waters of a river runn-
ing to the West Coast, Following this

‘river. down stream, thipugh a wide and

fertile valley, for seven miles, we reach-
ed a large lake, called by the Indians
‘Mnuchalat Lake. It lies nearly east and
west, 5 miles long by 1% wide. Two
miles north of this lake lies a very high
mountain, the summit of which I climb-
ed to obtain a view of the surrounding'
country, and looking N. 40 E, saw a
large and well-defined valley, through
which T could see the British Columbia
Coast range of mountains. Nothing of
any height lay between myself and the
Bast Coast of Vancouver,”

He then set out down this yalley to the
coast, finding a large flat and good farm-:
ing land. 5

Mr. Gray summarizes the result of this
exploration | from the point of railway
construction as follows: : 3

“The distance between Wellington and
Campbell River has not been explored,
nor for the present purpose ‘was it
necessary, as a country offering no ob+
stacles to construction, may be seen
throughout this length of coast line, A
glace at the map will draw attention to
the great distance to be saved by any
line passing behind the Beaufort Range,
up Cruikshank _ River, past Buttle’s
Lake. If these water stretches exist at
all, as shewn, my past season’s experi-
ence inclines me ‘to helieve that no ob-
stacles to a good line through here will
be found. In nearly all cases the prin-
cipal valleys run the length of the land,
and more or less parallel to the coast,
an item of the first importance to the
question in hand. White River is the
gmrked exception to this general forma-

on.

Regarding the country between But-
tle’s and Muchalat Lakes my :observa-
tions from COampbell Lake would indi-
cate low land in this locality; and in this
connection might be mentioned the story
told Mr. Fry by the two Muchalat In-
dians, that the Comox men in the past]
crossed the Island and came down (from
%_e east) a stream flowing into Muchalat

iver, six miles above salt water. I
have, however, taken the safer plan and
shewn the line from the south, crossing
Campbell. River two miles up. Beyond

' this, two routes are defined: First the

northerly, following the Coast to Menzies
Bay, whence it strikes across the coun-
try spoken of by Mr. Mohun, and pass-
ing over the Salmon River follows down
the south slope of that valley and swing-
ing up the White River until sufficient
height is gained and a crossing made, it
follows® down the opposite bank and
across the small divide to the head wa-
ters of Adams and Beaver Rivers,
whence following the valley seen to the
north from Davie River, it joins <the
common Toute at the Woss. Though
most of this country has not been visit-
‘ed personally, from observations I have
‘no doubt of the feasibility of this line.
It, however, does not compare favorably
with that shewn more to the south, gd
though nine miles shorter, this advant-
age is more than counterbalanced by the
heavy work at White River and in the
“valley south to' Davie = River; though
more accessible from any future settle-
ment in the Salmon Valley, a small out-
lay in roads would obviate this advant-
-age. The total distance to Woss River is
87 miles.”

He describes the character of the work|
between Campbell River to Fort Bupert,
Light, 44 miles;
medium, 92 miles; heavy, 11 es;
heavy work, 19 miles, He puts the cost
at '$2,368,000, and says that there are
140,000 acres of good land adjacent to
the line,
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AN OBJECT OF CHARITY.

She—I didn’t see you at' the -charity
ball.  Don’t you approve of its-objects?
He—Oh, yes! t’s why I didn’t go.
I'm one of them.—Philadelphia Bulletin.

He then struck|

Provincial
Wonderland.

Marvellous Scenery on the New
Railway From Robson
to Boundary.

Rival Towns With Great Sur-
rounding Resources—Trade ™
Worth Developing.

Striking westward along the valley of

the Oolumbia from Robson, the line of
the Columbia & Western railway speed-
ily carries the traveller into the heart of
the mountain range which he has been
admiring from afar. It is almost a con-
stant climb from Robson,”though there
are some fine straight and level stretches
which present valuable opportunities for
the study of perspective, and are besides
capital bits of railroad building. Up and
up the panting locomotive wins its way,
curving, twisting, winding in and out
tortuously amongst the fretted sides of
the mountain, making miles out of what
would be computed in yards by crow-fly:
sometimes passing the same spot two or
three times, but always higher. And all
this through scemery the most wildly
beautiful imaginable and in an ' atmos-
phere crystal clear.
As the laboring engine puffs and quiv-
ers like a living thing over some heavy
task, a wodern Sisyphus of steel, and
nears the summit of the range, the vistas
of Columbia eanyon to be described from
the windows of the cars becomes

INDESCRIBABLY GRAND.

Alphine scapes worthy of the pencil of
a Salvator Rosa, and only to be fitly
described by -some transcendent genius
like Byron, unfold vast and magnificent
beneath and beyond the airy path of the
railway. Nothing finer than the windings
of the great river along the foot of its
mighty mountain walls, with their ever-
lasting forests, solemn and silent in the
gladsome sunshine of the opening spring
could be fancied by poet or artist, or,
may I add: touristi The air is filled with
the delicious' aroma of the woods; the
rich, balmy fragrance that tells of the re-
turning sap and the bursting bud. Spring
in the mountains of the Boundary coun-
try is the season to make one feel again
the pulses, the hopes, and ambitions of
glorious twenty-one,

We were, lucky enough to get a glimpse
of an eagle wheeling in large, majestic
sweep around the loftier summits and
sailing on his broad pinions out into the
undiscovered ocean -of limitless ether, like
an aerial Colunbus seeking a new Ameri-
ca across the main, It was almost as if
thgo proud bird of freedom had swung
into view to remind us that the destinies
of the great land lying far and away be-
low his keen vision must be guided by
men who can rise above petty things and
take in some of what Carlyle was fond
of calling the “immensities and eterni-
ties.” ‘There is a region virgin to artist,
poet, and tourist, known only to the
hardy prospector and 'miner, and the
transient commereial traveller, It is a
paradise, a wonderland, neglected for the

tunnel westward the line descends the
mountain side toward Cascade City.

RIVAL CONVERSATIONALISTS.

It is said that the characteristics of the
people of a district or country can be
pretty accurately guaged by the nature
of the conversation to be heard in the
railway cars. the occasion of my
trip, I was an interested listener to the
talk of the various gentlemen—and others
(there were others), who undertook to re-
gale us with their views. Mining I found
was the burden of their discourse; not
the political crisis, not the state of trade,
or the war, or the iniguities of the Do-
minion government, but just mining, in
all its branches, variations and ramifica-
tions. The only piece of politics to be
heard had reference to the eight-hour
law. To vary the monotony of so much
refractory conversational rock a portly
business man-from Victoria insisted on
reading several chapters aloud from
Steeven’s book, “With Kitchener to
Khartoum,” and it was exceedingly comi-
cal to hear his by no means gentle voice
warring with that of a loquacious miner
in the next seat who was overflowing
with free information about the “Burat
Basin”’ mining district, which, it may be
interjected here, is turning out very well.
The affray of tongues “panned out” some-
thing like this:

“We seen the outcrop 'way up on top
o'—Kitchener’s right hand man, in fact,
without his assistance—an’ the shaft was
only down sixteen feet before we—the
dervishes came on with a swift rush that
—ore, Sir, pay ore, all over the shop—
Maecdonald’s division stood their ground
like heroes—an’ if that proposition don’t
turn out a lulu'(what, Mrs Editor, is a
lulu? I presume some scientific term?)
I'll eat your hat, I—our fellows cheered
the Egyptians and they,” etc., etc. It
was all extermely interesting but a little
exhausting to try to keep track of both
addresses. Something like reading a dic-
tionary, for uncornectedness.

THIS BURNWNT BASIN DISTRICT

lies on the north side of the valley
through which the railway passes, and
the mining operations are carried on over
the rim, behind the hills. The mountain
is said to be one mass of high grade ore.
On the opposite side is one of the most
strangely situated mines in the world,
the John Bull. It is in the face of a pin-
nacle of rock some thousands of feet high,
and the entrance to thé tunnel has to be
effected by means of a ladder. How the
original (very original, I should say,
locator ever discovered prospects in such
a place is beyond the comprehension of
the unsophisticated person from ' the
Coast. He had to drive wedges into the
crevices and lower himself by a rope,
and so hew his way into the face of the
rock. The tunnel is now in a long way,
smecll1 at last reports the mine was doing
W :

Cascade City, like so many other towns
in the Boundary country, is situated an
unconscionably long way from the rail-
way station, and the train stops just long
enough to allow the unwary passenger to
get nicely away to the end of the plat-
form, lighting up a fresh cigar, when the
conductor, with malicious humor, as it
seems, shouts: “All aboard!” To see a
corpulent passenger, thus caught, en-
deavor to “save his bacon” by a sprint
for the rear platform of the last car, is
said to be one of the most refreshing
spectacles to be witnessed in that great
country. <©Cascade City has at least a
ll;eautiful site and plenty of elbow room,

ut
“Westward the course of Empire takes

its way,”
and so most of the travellers go on with
the train. The  line now runs through
prairie land, south of; Christina Lake, a
little tarn surrounded: on every side but

beaten trails, where thousands go yearly
to seek health or sate the eye on scemes
not to be compared with the wondrous
beauties of that Boundary territory. All
Victorians who can do so should visit
that glorious country at their next vaca-
tion. I think they 'would return home
with a better understanding of what is
meant when people talk about the splen-
did climate and scenery of British Colum-
bia. 'There is a region over in the Bound-
ary that

SURPASSE%&‘HE VAUNTED

& .

Though it has no “castled crags of the
Drachentéls,”.>or ghoul-haunted wood-
lands to boast, fairer vales it can show
than that of the far-famed Chamounix,
and quite as healthful and invigorating
is its climate as that of any of the popu-
lar resorts in America, or of the Engad-
ine or the Bernese Oberland, to reach
which thousands of Canadians, some
British Columbians and countless Ameri-
cans spend much money and time, More
than that, where are forests to be found
which yieid finer sport than those of Brit-
ish Columbia? In that Arcadia of the
Boundary game in abundance 'is to be
found: a man may rise with Aurora and
seek the dewy glades of the forest with
a fair chance of bringing down, before
breakfast, quarry meet to gladden, the
heart of any devotee of St. Hubert. Amd
he may find in the brooks, whose name
yonder is legion, rare employment for
his best knowledge of the gentle art, Al-
though 1 was not fortunate enough to
have the time to try it myself, local an-
glers assured me that the waters of the
whole district abound with the finest
trout. = One could only gaze longingly
from the windows of the car as one “‘gem
of a place’” after another was passed, and
just fancy oneself “‘at it” again in the be-
loved array of long boots of trusty gum,
loose-necked home spuns, the favorite,
lancewood-tipped conqueror of many .a
erimson-spotted beauty in hand, and the
reel awhirr to the lightning-flashes of
that bar of living silver there in the
gloom of the pool—pardon a sportsman’s
digression, Mr. Editor, I think I was en
route to Greenwood? ¢

Then, for the artist what a dreamland
of delights of form and color, infinite in
variety and tint. If one have that divine
gift the sketch-book should have little
rest there.

LIVELY REAL ESTATE.

It was the time of the year when the
avalanche, or as it is more prosaically,
and perhaps more correctly, termed, the
mud slide, was prowling about the
steeps seeking for railroad property to
destroy. Bvidences of the disintegrated
state of the country were to be seen at

where the strong

cleared away
tons of migrating mountain which had

'slid across the track, leaving memetoes

in the shape of huge boulders; trunks;
stumpe and fragments of great trees and
seyeral feet deep of neutral-tinted, gluey
mud. ‘This line is somewhat exposed to
those transfers of real estate, and the
company are compelled to keep large
forces of men constantly at work at this
season.

Near the summit is one of the Tongest,
tunnels in the west, if not the longest.
It is three-quarters of a mile in length,
is cut through the solid rock, and saves
the railway a long detour around the
shoulder. Formerly the passage was
made over the hill on what was called the
switchback; mot a nice place for the ner-
vons passenger to have musings on the
uhecertainties of life. This tunnel stands
a8 a good example of the tireless, ener
and abounding faith held by the C.P.
in the future of the country. From the

3

the-south by precipitous mountains. Pros-
perous-looking ranches; mainly devoted
to the production of fruit, line of banks
of the meandering Kettle River, which is
much prettier than its name. Then the
valley widens out grandly as the train
comes in sight of the rival cities of
COLUMBIA AND GRAND FORKS.
The Toronto and other commercial men
hgre got off with an brisk and confident
air, as if they expected to do some good
business, and by the way they spoke of
the place I also expected to see a go-

orders this season than ever before; he did
not know whether it was the bad spell in
the mining industry or whether it was
the desire to get goods on more rapid de-
livery than was possible in the long haul
from the East. One merchant said that
even if they did order freely from the
Coast the delays by the railway company,
who would prefer to handle the more
prqﬁtable business from the KEastern
citxes_, would neutralize any advantage of
proximity. “In this relation I may men-
tion that when in Nelson, a few days af-
terwards, I asked in one of the principal
news agent’s for copies of the Victoria
papers and was told that they did not
keep them, as they were never asked for.
All the Vancouver papers were promin-
ently displayed on the counters. Perhaps
this may explain why it is that Victoria
comes off seeond best in the way of ad-
vertisement.

There can be no question aboéout the
field for commercial and industrial enter-
prise in the Boundary districts. The
namber and richness of the mines give
ample surety that great populations will
centre round those litile camps. In that
mgst fertile valley of the Kettle River
which grows the

FINEST FRUIT IN THE PROVINCE

(so they say .over there, and there is
probably room for belief that it is ex-
cellent fruit) and yields bounteously to
the plough is bound to attract the proper
sort of immigrants in -great. numbers.
In short, no one can blind himself to the
posmbjlities of that distriet, and sharp!
American investors, who are as good]
;udges of prospects as anybody, are prov-
ing their trust in that country by acquir-
ing very large interests, not in one thing
but in almost everything. About Grand
Forks and its neighbor and rival there is
much to be said for the instruction and
amusement of Victorians; the one has
been called a ““wide-open” town and the
other bases its claim to future greatness
upon possessing the finest site in the
province, and the liveliest townsite man-
ager in Canada. Both towns were in the
throes of apprehension when I was there
over the importation of smallpox from the
American side, and there is a pretty good
story in that, so with your permission,
Mr. Editor, I shall reserve consideration
of those interesting matters till next let-

ter.
T. L. GRAHAME.
Victoria, B.C., April, 1900.
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ENGLAND'S STATE PRISONERS.

How She Has Treated Rulers Who
Have Fallen into Her Hands
in the Past.

An insight may be gained as to treat-
ment in store for leaders of the Boer re-
publics who may suffer defeat and fail
to esecape, into either German or Por-
tuguese territory, by comparison with
that of princes and kings held captive
heretofore by the British government.
In 1849 when the State of Maharaja
Dhuleep Singh was finally annexed to
the Indian Empire, that potentate was
“requested” to take up his residence in
England—the inducement of a ready
compliance being added by the promise
of a yearly income of $240,000, with noth-
ing at all as an alternative. Dhuleep
Singh wisely acquisced, purchasing the
fine estate of Brandon in Norfolk, upon
which he resided for many years as a
wealthy English country gentleman.

Though during this period the Mahara-
ja frequently expressed the desire to re-
visit his native country, professing the
utmost loyalty to the Hmpress-Queen,
yet he was never permitted to travel east
of the Isthmus of Suez.. In this case tht
bond seems to have descended upon the
heads oft his children, for while his sons
have entered the British army and one of
them, Prince Victor, recently married the
daughter of the Early of Coventry, yet
they have never been allowed to set eyes!
on the land over which their ancestors
Tuled. -

Approaching Calcutta on the left bank
of the Hnjli River at Garden Beach, the
visitor will have pointed out the fine pal-
ace of the late Wajid Ali, King of Oudh.
There from 1856 until a recent date this
Primce was held in semi-captivity upon

Wrecked by
A Local Gale

The Splendid Cosling Wharf at
Oyster Bay Is Swept
From the Piles

Loss by the Mishap Will|Approx-
imate Ten]Thousand
Dollars.

As a result of a purely local and ter-
rific windstorm from the sou’west, be-
tween 1 and 2 o'clock yesterday ‘after-
noon, the new and principal wharf at
the Dunsmuir colliery bunkers at Oyster
Bay (or Ladysmith as it has recently
been christened) was carried away,
together with eight loaded cars, and the
steamer Oscar narrowly escaped de-
struction in the general wreck,

There was happily neither fatality
nor personal injury, although several
gentlemen—among them Mr. James
Dunsmuir—had been on the long wharf
only a few moments prior to its collapse,
and thus narrowly escaped sharing in
its fate.

The frolic of the unprecedented gale
will involve a financial loss of perhaps
$10,000, while it may be that the loading
of several colliers now about due may
be slightly deldyed through the unantici-
pated destruction of property.

First reports of the mishap received in
the city credited a tidal wave with being
the vehicle of devastation; investigation
by the railway wire, howerver, gives a
contradiction to this report, while veri-
fying the first information as to the vio-
lence and fierce destructiveness of the
gale. X

Operations for the replacing of the
long wharf, which had extended out
from the end of the splendid bunkers a
distance of 1,300 feet, have already been
commenced by the’crew of workmen on
the scene, and it is expected that all
damages will have been made ggod
within a week or ten ~days, the piles
having stood firm and the damage there-
fore being confined to the superstruc-
ture of the wharf.

The destructive gale seems to have
been felt in very circumscribed terri-
tory, for although the Cottage City en-
countered a fierce blow from sou’west
on her way in to Victoria from the
North, none of the other just-arrived
steamers have anything to spy g,t phe-
nomenal wind, and no serious damage
to property has yet been reported from
any other district.

PEETIY, CE—

THREE MEN IN A BOAT.

Sealers of the Gexm Picked Up by a
Coasting Steamer and Landed in
San Francisco.

The appended story of three men in a
Roat, new edition, is clipped from the San
Francisco Examiner, and will be read
with interest here, where the picked-up
sealers have their homes: - ‘“The steamer
Noyo, which arrived this morning from
the north, brought with her three men
who had been picked up four miles off
Greenwood in a smal boat. They were
part of the crew of the sealing schooner
Geneva, who had put out to hunt seals
Saturday afternoon. A dense fog came
up and they lost sight of the Geneva
about forty miles to the west of Green-
wood. It was a little after 5 o’clock last
night when the boat!was sighted by the
Noyo, and the weather was still foggy.

an annual allowance of $600,000, the only

ahead little place. Nor was I deceived
in this surmise, The railway station is
an Irish mile from Grand Forks, and the
(Jolumb_xa people have mot much to:crow
about either, for their ambitious burg lies
fully half a mile across the prairie from
the ‘“‘deepoh.” To a stranger alighting'
there for the first time it is somewhat
difficult to grasp the topside of the geo-
o he Hotel ¥

; e Hotel Yale is the leading hospice
in Grand Forks for the entertaiimeng of
man and beast, and a surprisingly excel-
lent establishment it is when one con-
siders the age of the place and the popu-
lat:lon._ It is said that Grandpa Manly,
the ‘pioneer of Grand Forks (he came
north from the States in the sixties and
planted his stakes in the lovely valley of
the Kettle) it is said that this shrewd

old medicine man, he practices yet, put
the Hotel Yale at the extreme ngrth gnd
of Grand Forks as an anchor to prevent
that awful man, A Ross, and his
wicked Columbians, from capturing all!
that was human in Grand Forks with |
théir matchless -townsite and numerous
advantages. However, that may be, the |
hotel is a centre of attraction worthy of
comparison with Victoria’s own Driard.
Everybody goes up to’'the Yale to hear
the news and see what is going on. That
is what Manly meant 'when he put it
there.

-Up in the kloof above Grand Forks, on |
the north bank of the north fork of the‘
Kettle, stands the celebrated Granby
smelter. It has not yet begun to smelt, |
and this may account for the enthusiastic /
way in which the Forkers talk about it;:
yet it seems odd that most of them should
talk as if they had never smelt a smelter
when it is smelting. A second smelteris |
to be erected soon at the Forks, so the
place gives promise of developing rapidly.

Grand Forks was, until the blight fell
upon the mining industry this spring,

A CAPITAL BUSINESS TOWN.

I had talks with many of the merchan-
ants, ‘and their views regarding Victoria
may be of some interest. They seem to
be people with retentive memories, for
that resolution of the board of trade re-
garding the Kettle River railway still
rankles in their souls. Then I heard the
complaint that whereas the Hastern
houses send whole detachments of repre-

sentatives to get business, & Victoria [ C

traveller is a rarity. The merchants to
whom I spoke, especially the Canadians,
assured me that they would rather deal
with the Ooast houses than with the
Eastern firms, and they expressed regret
that the local houses did not seem to be
fully aware of the magnifitent opportuni-
ties they have to do~ business in the
Boundary country.

“If they would display the same push
and determination that those men from
the East do,” said one gentleman, “I am
sure they would capture the trade.” In
support of this statement he said that the
Eastern houses had done so well out here
that far from being satisfied with the ef-
forts of their road men they were con-
stantly re-enforcing the travelling staffs.

But there is another side to that story,
for a Toronto traveller who has been

proviso as to his freedom of action being
that he should not leave the vicinity of
Calcutta. The King of Oudh, true to.
those prodigal hereditary instincts which
brought about his downfall, nqt only man-
aged to expend this large sum, but in the
keeping of snake mounds, menageries and
other c_ostly forms of amusement dear to
the Oriental mind, was obliged to draw|
frequently upon the imperial treasury for
further amounts. = The generosity and
lenfency with which he was thus treated
was probably due to the fact that he of-
fered no armed resistance f his own de-
position. Blazing with jewels and seat-
ed in a smart equipage, with servants
in royal liveries, the King of Oudh was
often a conspicuous figure on the Cal-
cutta maidan—the famous park where
the society of the Indian capital takes an
outing after the heat of the day has
passed. !

Far different was the fate of the poor
old Bahadur Shah, last of the Great Mo-
guls. After the fall of Delhi in 1851,
he was tried for high treason and sent
as a state prisoner to Rangoon. There, in
a small hat, the only lineal'descendant of
Shah Jehan and Aurangzeb, passed the
remainder of his days, unnoticed and up-
on a mere pittance. As, however, both
of his sons were slaughtered and a less
culpable rebel leader, Tantia Topi, was
executed, he may have thought himself
fortunate to escape with his life.

Near Colombo, in Ceylon, England still !
holds in light durance Arabi Pasha and
his colleagues of the Egyptian rebellion
of 1882. While Arabi has not ceased to

emoan his fate and uselessly petition the
British government for permission to re-
turn to i]sypt, yet considering the nature
of his offence, and that he was sentenced
to death, his lot can not be considered
burdensome. Provided with an income
sufficient for his wants, -a pleasant resi-
dence, permission accorded him to re-
ceive visitors and a considerable measure
of freedom within the district, he would
undoubtedly have been worse off had his
successful enemies been of his own race
and religion.

Of minor potentates, England has at
present one African, being confined to
the limits of that island in the Sotith At-
lantic made famous as the prison of the
great Napoleon; and another even the
far less desirable residence of Cape Coast
astle, For several years Cetewayo,
king of the Zulus, was held an unresign-
ed prisoner at Ghowe, near the ecene of
the present military operations in Natal,
where he died before the promise of res-
toration to his throne was carried into
effect. If the island of Mauritius is the
selected future residence of the Boer
leaders, they may, at the worst, look for-
ward to an umeventful placid existence
in a salubrious tropical climate,
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PROMPTLY ANSWERED.

“Do you think a man can do as good
and effective wofk dictating’as he can
with a pen?” asked the attache of the
campaign literary bureau.

. “That's a foolish guestion,” said the
practieal “politietan, with the abruptness
‘which" superior khowledge sometimes af-

through - Southérn
ten years tolds me/that he had Bad more

trouble. “landing” anything like his usual,

ritieh Columbia fer:

ey :
tating< the’ ‘signataPe- to a” cheque, did

Gt hover-heard of a man’s dis-|

The Noyo’s captain thought at first that
he was to be made the victim of an April
fool joke, but he stopped anyhow. e
men gave the names of 'Arthur Griffin,
Charles Thorn and ‘Scotty’ Campbell.”
B S ‘J

. She—You conceited thing! ‘What has
ieq) Jyou to believe she thinks you “love-
y 2 3 e 4
He—She told me last night I was ‘‘hor-
rid ?’—Philadelphia Prees.‘ ) :
e b S ¢

FOR THE HONOR OF ENGLAND,

England, mother of nations! Who shall
declare thee old—

Steeped in luxurious languor, stiffed 'neath
greed of gold?

Does not thy early splendor burn to a clear-
er flame

On fields where thy flag is carried by the
men who bear thy name?

Troop upon troop they gather; thy loyal
and fearless sons,

Rushing to death and danger—and each one
cheers as he runs; % ;

Leaving, perchance forever, kinsfolk and
child and wife.

For the sake of the mother who bore them,
paying down life for life.

Scarce had the warning trumpet sounded
its dread alarms »
Than the strength of a gallant nation

. sprang in an hour. to arms.

From town and hamlet and village, from
island and sea girt coast,
From palace and plow and workshop,
there hurried the eager host;
He who had won Fate’s prizes and he who
had drawn her blanks,
From' the man who marshals an army to
the drummer who serves the ranks;
Those who had cast behind them pleasure
and power and lands,
Those who gave all in giving the life they
take in their hands.
’
Nay, tho’ they fare so proudly the price of
glory is high;
Hearts that are rent to br@lklng, tears
that no skill can dry,
The pitiful wall of orphans, the widow's
desolate fears, &
And grief that nothing ean lighten thro'
the march of the empty years.
Sickness, famine and fever, till life seems
poor at a gift,

‘And the living could almost envy the com-

- rade whose end was swift;

Or the bitter and awful phantom that cam
daunt the strong and brave,

Of who will care for the children when the
father is In his grave.

Think of it, O my brothers! You who sit

warm to-night v

And gather your dear ones round you, while

they go forth to fight;

From camp, from beleagured city,

cannon and clash of steel,

From the din and the roar of battle they
made you their last appeal!

Into your tenderest keeping those whom

5 they loved recelve,

Lo! to your charge they left them, all that
they had to leave;

Is not your safety purchased at the cost
of the blood they shed,

And the ancient honor of England upbeid
by the mighty dead?

Z_Christian Burke in the Pall Mall Maga-

gine,

‘mid

l,on'r'—w.smngton Star, -




