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A BASELESS CHARGE.

In the News-Advestiser of the 19th
appears the following in regard to the
Cassiar election:

“There was nothing left to the govern-
ment but to give ‘orders to hold the elec-
tions so suddenly that not half the vot-
ers will have an opportunity of using
their franchise.”

Not even the heat of an election cam-
paign ean justify so base a falsehood as
is contained in the above quotation. It
is well known that until word came down
from Cassiar by the steamer Tees, no
member of the government knew at what
date the election would be held. It was
not known whether the nominations had
been held. In fact the government was
in complete ignorance of what the re-
turning officer had done upon receipt of
the writ. The law requires the writ for
Cassiar to be issued with the date left
blank, so that the returning officer can
fill it up in such a manner as he deems
best suited to the convenience of the peo-
ple. All that accompanied the writ when
it was sent out, and that was at the same
time as the other writs, was the usual
formal instructions, and since the send-
ing out of the writ and until news was re-
ceived of the date fixed for the election,
- there has been no .vmmunication be-
tween the government and the returning
officer either directly or indireetly. The
officer fixed the date of nomination under
the discretion vested in him by law,and at
the time he fixed the date for nomination,
he also fixed the date for the election,
and both dates were fixed wholly without
any direction from the governmnet. To
make the denial more categorical, so that
the News-Advertiser cannot say that the
Colonist or the government is evading
the issue or obscuring it with words, we
will add, speaking on the authority of
the Premier, that the statement above
quoted from the News-Advertiger is whol-
ly untrue, and that the dates for the
nomination and election in Cassiar were
fixed by the returning officer without any
advice, direction or suggestion, direct or
indirect, from the government, or any
member of the government or any per-
son entitled in any way, shape, manner
or form to speak on behalf of the gov-
ernment or any member thereof, and that
80 far as the government or any member
thereof knows, the returning officer fixed
the date acting wholly on his own discre-
tion without advice or suggestion from
any ‘one, and before the result of the
voting on July 9th was known,

CERVERA’S DASH.

The telegraphic despatches have Jed
the public to look chiefly upon the Ameri-
can side of the engagement off Santiago,
which led to the destruction of the Span-
ish squadron. But there is another side
to the picture, and it is worth passing
notice. The dash of Cervera out of the
harbor, done' in bursuance of orders
direet from Madrid, is worthy of a place
beside other heroic, ir useless, attempts
made on land and sea. The Spanish
admiral knew that his case was hope-
less. “I go to certain doom,” he said,
when he gave the order to sail. He

| meter is for the protection of the city,

not for the consumer. It is true that gas
companies charge meter rent, but a citi-
zen is not entitled to have gas laid on
his premises as a matter of right,
while everyone has a legal right to claim
the use of the city water supply. In the
former case, the company may properly
charge rent for the meter; in the latter
case the meter is wholly for the benefit
of the city and therefore the city at
large should pay for it. The matter is,
as we have said, of no great concern.
As to the payment of water rates at the
City hall, the Colonist is unable to see
why the city should not adopt the plan
followed everywhere else. Here is an
actual case. A householder in Victoria,
who has not paid any water rates for
several months, inquired at the City hall
as to how much he owed. He was told
that the collector would call upon him,
and a very reasonable explanation was
given why it would be better for him to
pay the collector and not leave the
nmoney at the water office. A few days
later he found a bill for the month just
ended on his desk in his place of busi-
ness. The collector had called in his
absence and left the bill. Mindful of
what had been told him at the water
office, the householder did not call there
again. Yesterday he met the collector
on the street, and stopped and asked

check ‘for ' the ‘rates. The  collector re-
plied that he had not his book with him
and did not know what the amount was,
and as the householder did not have the
bills, nothing couid be done. The col-
lector said he had called several times
for the money, but had not found the
householder in his office, and so he prom-
ised to send the bill by mail and asked
for a check to be sert him by mail. This
will close the transaction. Now here
is an actual case where the collector has
endeavored to collect the water rates
from a person who wanted to pay them,
but because he never happened to time
his calls s0 as to get the householder
in, and there is no provision for paying
at the City hall, the rates remain un-
paid. The amount is not very great,
but the principle is important. If there
is one case of this kind there are prob-
ably others. The collector is put to need-
less trouble and the city lays out of the
money. All this could be obviated, if
water consumers were compelled by by-
law to look up the collector, and if they
Knew that he was to be found daily dur-
ing office hours at the water office. If,
in addition to this, the by-law provided
that water should be shut off when the
rates were in arrears, payments would
be prompt.

As to the provision charging the rates
against the property and not against the
consumer, its great value would lie in
the fact that it would save the city from
iosses. The property should always be
held for the water rate, and if the ten-
ant failed to pay it, the landlord should
have the right to collect it in the same
‘manner as rent may be collected, that
it where the terms of the lease specified
that the tenant should pay. The monthly
collection of the rates would prevent
any difficulty from occurring on the score
of either the landlord or the tenant neg-
lecting to pay.

The by-law ought to be brought up
again and fully discussed in the council,
8o that if there are objections to it,

knew that he was overmatched, that his
only chance lay in the speed of his, ves-
sels and that against this he would have
t!le frightful velocity of well-aimed mis-
siles from heavy ordnance, The dispo-
sition which he made of his squadron
_hns been criticized. It is said that if,
instead of Steaming to the west, he had
directed his course to the east, he could
have escaped  with only snch risk as
would have resulted from an encounter
with the cruniger New York, which he
could have easily disposed of. It is also
-8aid that if he hag directed his ships
to scatter, he would have divided the
a_ttenﬁon of the enemy and thus, pos-
sibly, have got away with the Heeter
v.essels of his squadron, These ecriti-
CISMS may be well-founded, but until
We know what information he Possessed
as to the whereahouts of the enemy, it
is not wise to condemn him. What
we know for certain is that he set sail
In' the face of what he knew was cer-
tain defeat, with every, prospect of death

 least one of the enemy’s vessels; but
refl tUon will show * chances

they kept atmlgh. t on their

: eat rarely can be brilliant,
28 lustre attaches to the herges
“&va, who rode fruitlessly

e Russian cannon, :

among heroic deeds.
one can feel is that
mander was not en
cause. And yet it
his country, than which there can be no
better, after all, “My country, right or
I‘Xt(::llleg’" must be the patriot’s motto in

—_——

WATER RATES.

A by-law reducing the  ws
some cases,

charges and providing for the payment
of all rates monthly at the .Gty hall, |

Ty
. water rates in
abolishing - meter  rent

the rates to be chargeable against the
property, waz submit: i -
cil a short time ag?da:xodﬂ:reotcelfiy 3(‘;‘::!1
with little or no discussion.” This was
‘2 mistake, in the opinion of ‘the Colon-
ist. The proposed reduction was i the
interest of those least able to pay, and
_ought to have been made, The charge
“ for meter rent is not a very serious mat-
¢ ter, but it is wrong in principle, for the

" | persons imagine,

.| traffic finding its

which do not appear on the surface, they
may be known. It was introduced at a
time when every one’s attention was di-
rected to local politics, and hence the
city papers gave it no attention. What
the Colonist particularly favors is the
reduction of the rates on small dwellings
and the monthly payment of rates at the
water office.
S LRSI
THE BONDING PRIVILEGE.

One of the matters to be discussed at
the forthcoming conference between the
United States and Canada is the bond-
ing privilege. A great many American
papers and a great many American pub-
lic men seem to be under the impression
that this privilege is a one-sided sort
of affair, the whole benefit accruing to
Canada. This is a serious error,- and
the more closely it is examined into, the
more clearly the error will be manifest.

The bonding privilege is an arrange-
ment made by the treaty of ‘Washington,
under which goods destined for one of
the countries may pass through the
other under such regulations as will pro-
tect the revenue of the country from
loss, without the payment of duties.
This arrangement was for ten years, but
was to continue in force after the expira-
tion of this period, unless ‘one or. the
other of the contracting -powers gave no-
tive of its' desire to ‘abrogate it. The
ten years expired long ago, but neither
nation has given the requisite notice, so
the provision still holds good. -

The abrogation of the privilege would
be an injury to some Canadian interests,
Eut not to so great an extent as many
At the time the treaty
was made, Portland, Maine, was the
chief winter out-port of interior Canada,
way to the ocean by
way of the Grand Trunk railway. This
trade did very much towards building up
this thriving New England city, a fact
whkich every one recognizes, so that,
while it was undoubtedly a great advan-
tage to Montreal and the other interior
cities to have free access to the sea at
Portland in the winter, the. latter city
was greatly benefited and ali the trib-
utary area in the State of Maine and
New Hampshire profited thereby, It
is undoubtedly an advantage to Canadian
‘merchants to receive foreign shipments
via Boston, New York and other Atlan-
tie seaports in bond. But neither Port-
land nor any other American city is any
longer necessary to Canada. The con-
struction of the Intercolonial railway
has given an eéxcellent route to such fine
harhors as Halifax ang 8t. John, and the
Temiseonata & Riviere du Loup railway
affords an alternative route through Can-
adian- territory to the sea; by

him- to- step into the bank and get a

its connection with the 'Edmundston
branch of the Canadian Pacific railway.
That is to say, except for the distance
between FPoint Levis, opposite Quebec,
to Riviere du Loup, where there is only
one line, the interior Canadian cities have
the alternative of two routes to the At-
Inntic over Canadian territory. Hence
if the bonding privilege were abrogated,
the effect would be to send all Ganadian
commerce to Canadian ports, which,
though not without its disadvantages,
would not be an unmixed evil.

On the Pacific coast the privilege is of
some advantage to Canadians, because it
enables shipments to be made by way of
Seattle and Tacoma to Kootenay points,
and across Alaska to Yukon points. To
be deprived. of this privilege would be a
disadvantage, but it would no more be
an unmixed evil than the abolition of the
rrivilege would be to people on the At-
lantic seaboard.

Regarded from the American point of
view, the balance of eonvenience, to
shippers is- very clearly in favor of the
maintenance of the arrangement. It has
been shown by statistics that there is
not a state in the Umion that does not
derive some advantage from the bonding
privilege, that is assuming that the goods
carried through Canada in bond for
points in the United States are so car-
ried because it is of some advantage to
the owners. The customs returns show
that every state in the Union receives
goods imported by way of Canada. There
is probably no important point on the Pa-
cific coast of the United States that
does not receive and send large shipments
over the Canadian Pacific in bond. The
advantage to American shippers on the
Coast, under the bonding privilege is very
1euch greater than that enjoyed by Can-
adians. So far as the Middle West is
concerned, we will let United States Sen-
ator Nelson tell the story. He says:

At the further end of Lake Superior
there is an empire of American farmers,
centaining between 5,000,000 and 6,000,-
Q00. people, agriculturists, thrifty, pros-
perous men and women. That community
is entitled to some consideration. - The
direct line from that community of farm-
ers - passes through the elbow of Can-
ada, which projects down to the shores
of Lake Erie, over into New England
and to the seaboard, By the enterprise
and thrift of those people we have suc-
ceeded in getting direct communication
to the seaboard, by which our farmers
havq at least succeeded in getting a re-
Guction of railroad ra.es on their agricul-
tural products. The reduction on wheat
and other small grain amounts to 10
cents a bushel,

#t we have thus acquired, gen-
tlemen seek to deprive us of by destroy-
ing the method of shipping in bond. For
what? For a few roads which they call
American railroads. What are these rail-
roads? The stock of these great trunk
hpes is, to a large extent, owned by for-
eign capitalists, and 75 per cent. of their
bonded debt is owned abroad. It is a
question whether we shall pay large div-
idends and big interests to these foreign
Lolders of American railroad stocks and
bonds, or whether we shall protect Am-
erican farmers; and between these two
classes of men, I submit, it is our duty,

as American citizens, to look after such
communities as we have in the North-
west and as we have in New England,
instead of the men who are clipping
coupons and figuring out interest.

i Whenevex: we destroy the bonding priv-
ilege, the right of transit through Can-
ada from the far Northwest to New
England, that very moment you will
strike a blow at every American farmer
in the Northwest. You are binding him
hand and foot, and putting him into the
caldron of ‘these railroads to roast and
singe in a purgatory of railroad rates.

So far as the Eastern cities of the
United States are concerned, it is un-
doubtedly to their advantage that they
shall continue to handle the portion of
the trade of Canada, which now passes
through them because of the existence
of the bonding privilege, and they lose
mo portion of the trade of their own
country thereby, because practically all
the commerce carried in bond through
Canada finds its way to the cities of the
United Statgs. In view of the afore-
going considerations, and others, which
cannot be dealt with here, it seems prob-
able that the Quebec conference will see
its way clear to continue the present
bonding arrangement and probably en-
large its scope rather than lessen it.

A correspondent draws attention to the
matter of commuted street car fares.
1his is worth attention. The Colonist
does not suggest that the tram-car com-
pany should sacrifice a part of its in-
come for the benefit of persons residing
or owning property a little way out; but
it thinks that possibly the company might
find a profit in commuting fares. The
commuted tickets ought to be good only
when used by the person to whom they
are issued, and the company might use
some discretion as to the individuals to
whom they should be issued, although it
is just possible that a general system of
cvmmutation would not be found un-
profitable. The experiment might be
worth - trying, - with the understanding
that it was purely an experiment, which
might at any time be abandoned without
nofice, 8o far as the issue of new tickets
are concerned. Doubtles the present
ticket system, with its twenty per cent.
discount, leads to an increase in travel,
and it is quite lilgely that the sale of
books of 100 tickefs at such a figure as
suggested by our correspondent would
lead to a further increase. Whether the
increase wonld compensate for the re-
duced fare can only be determined by
trial.

OUR DISTINGUISHED VISITORS.

Few people in public life are more con-
scientious in their effort to do good than
their Excellencies the Earl and Countess
of Aberdeen, who will pay Victoria their
farewell visit to-day. Our distinguished
visitors take with them from this, the
westernmost city in Her Gracious Ma-
jesty’s dominions, the most kindly feeling
of the people and sincere wishes for
their future welfare and happiness. Their
influence has been wholly for good and it

Ler wide realm can there be found a more
loyal people than in this Dominion, no-
where a people more impressed with the
value of the tie binding the Empire to-
gether, nowhere a people more grateful
for the protection extended by the Moth-
er Country in the past or more
ready to take upon themselves their full
share of responsibility for the future.
They leave behind them a prosperous peo-
ple, and what is even better, a hope-
ful people. Canadians will watch with
interest the future career of their Ex-
cellencies, who have many years and
c-untless opportunities of usefulness be-
fore them.

G L
CANADA AND THE UNITED
STATES.

In proposing the health of the High
Commissioner at the Dominion Day
banquet given by Lord Strathcona in
London, Sir Charles Tupper referred to
the growing friendship between Greaf
Britain and the United States, and ex-
pressed the hope %hat the relations be-
tween the Dominion and the Republic
would become more friendly. Every one
in Canada will endorse this expression
of opinion of the Conservative leader.
What difference of opinion may exist is
over the means whereby the two coun-
tries can be drawn more closely together
without affecting in any way the rela-
tions between Canada and the Mother
Country. In view of this the forthcom-
ing Quebee conference is likely to. have
an important effect, not only upon the
future of the country, but upon the party
affiliations of the people. There have
been substantially only four issues be-
tween the political parties since 1866.
The first was over confederation, which
took a different form in different prov-
inces. The second was the Pacific scan-
dal. The third was the tariff. The
fourth was the Manitoba school question.
Three of these issues died from natural
causes. - The Liberals themselves killed
the ' tariff issue. They would make
themselves the laughing stock of the
country if they attempted to put the
tariff forward as an_ issue in any future
campaign. The adjustment of the rela-
tions of Canada and the United States
may lead to a new grouping of the po-
litical leaders, for'the questions that will
be involved may. be too serious to be
approached from a party standpoint.
Just as the confederation issue broke up
all existing political alliances, so it is
possible that new questions may be
forced to the front in the course of a
few months, which will bring into’ alli-
ance men who have hitherto been op-
posed to each other.

Possibly not very many residents of
British Columbia have a clear recollec-
tion of the political movements which
culminated in confederation; but those
who have will remember the part which
Imperial interests played in determining
the results. These same influences may
have a similar effect when the result of
the Quebec conference comes to be sub-
mitted to the people, and one of the
duties which the successor to the Earl
of Aberdeen may be called upon to per-
form may be to aid in harmonizing all
interests, to the end that the people of
both political parties may be induced to
unite in giving effect, for Impeyial as
well as for Canadian reasoms, to what-
ever may be the conclusions reached by
the representatives of the two countries.

ENEMIES OF THE PROVINCE.

A private letter from a finanecial house
in London, written sor:e ume before the
election, says that the repeated slanders
against the public men of this province
is affecting the price of British Columbia
stock. We do not know of anything
more to be deplored than this. The in-
tegrity of members of a government can-
not be assailed without the country suf-
fering. It is not that these slanders are
Eelieved by the financial world. Doubtless
the men, who handle public loans in the
London market, know enough about
party politiecs in America not to be mis-
led by charges of personal dishonesty

made in the opposition press; but their
clients do, and the broker must think of

the probable attitude of his clients to-
wards a loan, when he is asked to handle
it. If he knows that his clients have
heard vague reports affecting the trust-
worthiness of the public men of a coun-
try, -he knows that it will be hard for
him to place the securities of that coun-
try. While there is plenty of money in
Great Britain for investment, there are
plenty of opportunities for investing it,
and investors will not take securities
around the managers of which there is a
cloud of scandal. They will not take the
trouble to investigate. They simply wil
not touch them at all.

In view of these things, we repeat what
we have said on several former occasions,
that the papers, which malign the pub-
lic men of the province, are the worst
enemies, which British Columbia can
have. ' If public men are dishonest, they
should be exposed and be driven from
power. There ought to be no place in
British Columbia public life for a man
who is disloyal to his trust. He should
be driven out without mercy.

The Colonist has over and over again

called upon the opposition press and the
opposition members of the legislature to

specify a single particular, in which
they believed a charge of corruption or
dishonesty could be sustained against
the government or any members thereof.
We took this course, because we were
confident that nothing of the kind could
be forthcoming, there being not the
slightest ground for the base insinu-
ations that have been made, and we were
in hope that public opinion would com-
pel silence on the part of the slanderers.
In this we have been disappointed, The
impossibility of the government proving
the negative of a bald charge of dishon-
esty, the uselessness of taking legal pro-

left the ministers absolutely powerless.

has been exerted with an admirable sin-
gleness of pufpose. JIn taking leave of
Canada, they can bear with them to the

means of | Sovereign an assurance that nowhere in

ceedings when only assertions were E:

They were obliged to bear the s
allegations made against them, without
anything more than giving a general
challenge to their traducers to produce

their proofs. If the injury were only te
themselves, it would be a small matter.
They are quite able to take care of
their own reputations. Personally they
stand on too high a plane to have any
reason to fear the effect of insinuations
against their honesty. But the real harm
done by these slanders is to the province.
They injure not only the provincial
credit, but are calculated to prejudice
the standing of all British Columbian in-
vestments. There are no greater ene-
mies of the province than these base
slanderers.

THE LAND QUESTION.

correspondent who signs himself “Terra
Firma,” not because the Colonist en-
dorses all the ideas therein expressed,
but because having invited diseussion,
it would be unfair to refuse publication
to opinions courteously advanced. The
question principally dealt with by our
correspondent, namely, that of unimprov-
ed land, is among the most difficult of
all economic subjects. It ought not to
be forgotten that while the rich have no
greater rights than the poor, they have
at least equal rights with them, and that
it is just as wrong to pursue a policy
which means confiscation of the rich
man’s estate, as one that takes away
the poor man’s garden patch.

There are some things which our cor
respondent and others like him over-
look. One of them is that most of the
large tracts of land held by private indi-
viduals in this country, that is in Cana-
da, were obtained for valuable consider-
ations. Take the E. & N. grant for
example: This is undoubtedly very valu-
able. Undoubtedly if it were lying va-
cant and available to any settler for
a nominal price, much of it would be
taken up that is now unsettled, because
it is adjacent to the railway or within
easy reach of it. But it must not be
forgotten that without the railway no
one would want the land, and that it
was necessary to gite the land to secure
the railway. Along the line there is
some very fine land included in an In-
dian reserve. The Indians do not use it
yet if a proposal were made to open it
to the public a great protest would go
up. Surely a white man who puts his
money into a railway on Vancouver Is-
land, whereby all the adjacent land is
made more valuable, has at least equal
right to consideration with an Indian,
who certainly does not do much towards
improying the condition of the country.
It is a mistake to class railway land
subsidies as speculative holdings. The
latter are objectionable and should be
discouraged as much as possible. Yet
it would not be wise to discountenance
speculative investments in land entirely.
Experience shows that it cannot be done
anyway.

Many of the holdings near the cities,
which unquestionably are an obstacle to
suburban improvement, could not be in-
terfered with except at the expense of
justice. Take a sample case: Frederic-
ton, N.B,, is one. Here the early settlers
in 1783 divided up what is now the city,
the lucky .ones getting the river‘front lots
and the léss fortunate those in the rear.
A demand sprang up for the river-front-
age and the lots sold quickly for what
were then thought to be good prices, but
were really small. The writer remem-
bers hearing a lady say that her wedding
dress was paid for by selling a town-lot,
and that “it wasn’t much of a dress,
either.” Well, the town grew, and in the
course of time the owners of the back
lots, which were unsaleable at the start,
began to be able to lease their lots in-
stead of selling them, and in two gener-
ations from the time when they were the
unfortunates, who could not get river-
frontage property, they becanle the sub-
urban landlords, who retarded the de-
velopment of the city by either refusing
to sell their land at all or asking ex-
orbitant prices for it. Would it be just
to pile taxes gpon these people, to com-
pel them to sell? They, or their fathers,
waited ‘three-quarters of a century for
their profit. Ought it to be taken away
from them? We bave selected an illus-
tration from a distance, but the principle
applying to this case applies to others
nearer home,

There are two sides to all these ques-
tions, and it not ought to be forgotten
that valuable as are the small land
holder and ‘the working man to the com-
munity, the man of wealth has a useful
part to play in the commonwealth, and in
the great majority of cases he is playing
it conscientiously, if not always as suc-
cessfully. as he himself, as well as oth-
ers, might desire.

The proposal of the United States to
send an expedition against Spain natur-
ally excites a great deal of interest in
Europe. It is not very clear what good
would result from. it, which could not be
accomplished otherwise. The reason for
the expedition probably is that the Presi-
dent hopes thereby to bring Spain to
terms without having to crack so hard
a nut as Havana, This would be well
enough, if he could count on no inter-
ference from any European power, but
it is more than probable that France,
at least, would take sides with Spain
in such an event, and in that case it
would be difficult to foresee the end.
On the other hand, there should be no
great difficulty in investing Havana and
compelling a surrender without any great
sacrifice of life. The chances are against

the United States being able to reduce
the city by assault.

RN R s A
WHAT OF RUSSIA ?
No foreign minister ever came to -the
United States with a more world-import-
ant mission than that which has been
intrusted to that skillful diplomat, Count
Cassini, the new Russian ambassador at
Washington. Upon the adequacy of the
explanation he may give of Russian pol-
icy in the Far East and of the conces-
sions wl_zich his government will make
to America’s trade within the sphere of
Russian influence in China, will largely
depend the traditional friendship be-
tween the two mations, and to a con-

We print a letter this morning from a |
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siderable degree, also, the fature poli-
cies of the leading nations of the world.
If these explanations and concessions be
open and sincere, and if they be made
without condition or reservation and
with promise of fulfillment, we shall be
under no obligation of commerce, race
or language to co-operate with Great
Bntalp . to retrieve treaty rights and
trade privileges which halting diplomacy
lost to her. Russian policy, as now
understood, is destructive to American
interests. It menaces not only the man-
ufactured goods of the Eastern States,
but the agricultural products of the
Western and Pacific States.
_Russia is tightening her grip on
tl;«}ortheagtern Cil!ﬁfda' H:r aimsi&;o bring
e provinces o anchusia, Shing King
and Pechili, through which the gutern
extension of the trans-Siberian railroad
extends from Irkutsk and Lake Baikal,
as completely under her iron hand as
are the Russian dominions westward
from Irkutsk. She is now determined to
find a terminus for her mili rail-
road at Talien-Wan, on the Gulf of Pe-
chili. This course includes the aban-
donment of New-Chwang, on the Gulf
of Leao-Tong, which has been chosen as
a terminus. New-Chwang is a treaty
port. It has a trade of $17,500,000 a
year, mainly controlled by the American
and British, _ The tonnage of the ves-
sels in the New-Chwang trade in 1896
was 664,000 tons. Of this, British ves-
sels carried 349,600 tons, and Russian
vessels only 3,628 tons. The abandon-
ment of the treaty port of New-Chwang,
where the priyileges of all nations are
equal, for the fortified harbor of Talien-
rWan means that Russia proposes to
grant to other nations only such conces-
sions as they may be able to get under
her guns. Talien-Wan was selected to
put Russian arms within striking dis-
tance of Peking, Hongkong, Corea and
our Philippine island possessions. ' An-
other stroke of Russian policy has been
the prohibition of the extension of the
Jhinese system of railways from Tient-
sin into Manchuria.
The 2,000 miles of trans-Siberian rail-
way westward from Irkutsk will be
completed within two weeks. Russia
will at once colonize the newly opened
country, She will settle 200,000 peas-
ants on the land, supply them with ag-
ricultural implements and seed, and give

them work on the pailroad while they
are waiting for their crops to ripen, It
is estimated that the territory to: be
developed under government supervision
containg 1,400,000,000 bushels of wheat
which is four times the present yield
of Raussia, three times that of the Unit-
ed States, and thirty-five times the 1898

crop of Oregon and Washington com-
bined. As the rent of the Russian far-
mer will be only a tithe of his crop, as
his individual wants are few and his
scale of living 'low, it is expected that
Siberian wheat can, with favorable
freight rates on the government rail-
road, be put on the market at one-third
of the cost of American wheat. The ef-

fect of this scheme, which is partly
theoretical, will be, according to the
London Morning Post, to revolutionize
the wheat trade of the world.
Contemplation of the Russian policy,
and of the menace which its existence
is to American industrial life, conveys
an idea of the momentous task with
which Count Cassini is confronted. No-
g but the most conscientious re-
gard for our rights by Russia will per-

the dark days of rebellion, when Russia
Wwas our only friend in Europe. We in
Oregon and Washington will fail to do
our duty if we neglect to co-operate
with the President and the representa-
tives of Bastern industry for the pre-
servation of our rights. The prospect
of selling our wheat in the world’s mar-
kets in competition with the chieap
wheat of Siberia ought to make the de-
fense of our homes and interests a
pleasant duty.—Oregonian.

M’KINLEY AS A DICTATOR.

The boundaries of the United States
have been extended by the passage of
the Newlands resolution, and Hawaii is
now a part of this country. Now that
the islands are ours, we trust that the
legislative branch of the government will
set itself seriously to the task of carry-
ing on their government, and that it will
be many years, and only after a radical
change in-the character of the population
of the islands, before any effort will be
made to secure their admission to state-
hood. At present the resolutions make

the President an avtocrat, ss we have
a.ready pointed out. This condition
should not exist any longer than is ne~-
essary, for it is utterly opposed to the
character of our government and the na-
ture of our institntions. That we shall be

islands' wisely in the end we have no
doubt ;because we have faith in charac-
ter and capacity of the American people.
Rut in the meantime their possession will
greatly complicate our existing difficul-
ties, and will add others. It will natu-
rally promote a desire for further exten-
sion, and further extension will bring its.
attendant responsibilities. Even now
with Hawaii we must consider seriously
the relations between the execative and
legislative branches of the government,
and if possible we must greatly strength-
en the former. We cannot rule Hawaii
well under the system which has made
our preparations for war so arduous nnd
unsatisfactory. The arm that reaches
out to enfold distant islands of the ocean
ought to be a stronger one than we pos-
8ess, or that the founders of our govern-
ment had in contemplation.—Harper’s
Weekly.

replied Private
* I've attended some rural picnics
where the provisions didnt” Eave any the
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