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gBBPPPBPPBBBPPBBPBBBBBPPBk The Weekly suffer any trade to be carried on, nor 
a foreign foot to; be set upon these 
shores except by Catholic Christians, 
as the object and sum of the present 
undertaking has been the Increase 
and the glory of the Christian relig­
ion," he,la frankly playing the part of 
a courtier to their Most Catholic 
Majesties. Elsewhere, he insinuates 
with far lees subtlety the report of 
hie quest for gold, without which no 
monarch of the Spfln of those days 
could hope to support himself In the

Book Review
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS Iff HIS 

JOURNAL BETRAYS AMAZING 
IGNORANCE OF WHAT HE 

DISCOVERED.

“Journal of First Voyage to America,1 
by Christopher Columbus (Albert 

and Charles Boni).Plates "ityle to which he was accustomed.
No history, man-written, would be 

complete without some description of 
the women met on such a vayage. 
Says the journal, of the native town, 
which a footnote states Indicates 
Acul: “They were all as naked as 
they were born, both men and women, 
whereas in Juana, and the other Is­
lands the females wear a small cover­
ing of cotton at the waist, especially 
those above a dosen years, but neither 
old nor young practice it here. In 
other places we have found the In­
habitants anxious to conceal their 
women from us, but here they dis­
play no such jealousy. The females 
at this place possess line shapes, and 
were the first to give thanks to hea­
ven upon our arrival (something 
which doubtless the very human 
Spaniards did their best to encour­
age), and bring offerings, especially 
bread of ajes and five or six sorts of 
fruits."

In the light of certain revelations 
concerning the voyages of Columbus, 
also translated from authentic docu­
ments, it is not hard to. understand 
the desire of the natives "to conceal 
their women from us.” The sailors 
were In the service of their Most 
Christian Majesties, but after all, 
they were hard-boiled seafarers first 
and Christians last. However, Colum- 
casional lapse from grace of his 
underlings.
Mermaids Three Were Manat! ? Colum­

bus Disappointed, Like Others.
It is interesting to note that Colum­

bus thought he had discovered mer­
maids in this new land of miracu­
lous creatures. Says the journal:

IMGBy GEORGE CURRIE.
The ignorance of Christopher Col­

umbus concerning the places he dis­
covered ie amazing. After reading 
the journal of his first voyage, trans­
lated by our old friend, M. le Profes­
seur Anonyme, third cousin on his 
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mother’s side to the 
Anonymous author of 
or less personal recollections of the 
illustrious dead, I am forced tot mar­
vel at the way of Providence, which 
moves so mysteriously its wonders to 
perform.

Aside from the fact that Columbus 
felt morally certain land lay on the 
other side of the Atlantic and that 
the discovery of the Islands of the 
West Indies confirmed In his own 
mlndithe soundness of his theory, he 
does not appear to have known much 
about whither he was wending his 
watery way. Each day of that event­
ful voyage he was certain that sea­
weed floating on the surface of the 
water/ the presence of strange birds 
and the appearance of crabs Indicated 
that real land was just over the hori­
zon. And each night he was forced 
to hope that the morrow would bring 
somewhat more tangible and visible 
evidences of terra flrma than the pre­
ceding day hpd produced.

He kept up his hopes for so long a 
time that his men began to wonder it 
their admiral was not a little too opti­
mistic, as explorers into the unknown 
are wont to be. To qiHet ' his men’s 
fear of the great distances they were 
traveling, he had false distances en­
tered In the log.

On October 4, 1492, he noted: "Sail­
ed day and night, sixty-three leagues, 
and reckoned to the ere hr forty-six.” 
On the next day, "fifty-seven leagues, 
the wind abating in the night, 
reckoned to the crew forty-five.”

Evidently Columbus knew with 
what manner of men he was dealing.

I cite these little deceptions to sup­
port the contention of the translator 
that no mutiny occured on that voy­
age, such has been reported in the 
folklore of the American childhood. 
Nowhere does Las Casas, the histor­
ian, report any such occurrence. And 
there Is no reason why Columbus 
should have suppressed the informa­
tion. Had the muting occured and 
bad he suppressed it, Ferdinand and 
Isabella must have thought all the 
more of him when he returned to lay 
a new world at their feet. Historians 
such as Robertson accept the mutiny 
yarn, and there you are. I am not a 
historian, so am compelled to take one 
or the other or leave both.
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vnristians, as tney appear to have go 
religion,” he reports with the true 
zeal of the Christian missionary. 
Some of the modem higher critics 
might regard the statement as naive,' 
but with that we are not concerned.

He frequently complains of the dif­
ficulties he met with in seeking inter­
course with the natives by means of 
two familiar tongues. “The language 
of this people neither I nor any of my 

injpany understand, and we are per-

ANNOUNCE

company understand, and we are per­
petually making mistakes in our con­
versation with one another," he re­
ports. “I place little confidence in 
the Indians I have on board, as they 
have several times attempted to es­
cape.”
Ungrateful Indians Snspect the Cap- 

tor of Their Women.
One can understand that Columbus 

must have regarded the eagerness of 
his Indian prisoners to leave the ship 
as nothing short of low ingratitude. 
However, one who is not in the ser­
vice of the Castilian monarchs can 
also appreciate with sympathy the 
natural desire of the savage to return 
to his tent and wife and kiddies. 
There is much human hypocrisy 
throughout the journal, which makes 
it none the less Interesting, however. 
It Columbus thought he was a ser­
vant of God’s anointed and in the 
livery of God's people, he,had ample 
precedent, something which has since 
been faithfully followed. It was only 
a few. years ago that God’s own peo­
ple were fighting to make the world 
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They say
the story of Washington and the 
cherry tree is fiction, that Pershing 
did not say, as he looked at the ador­
ing multitudes of Frenchmen on the 
quay, "Lafayette, we are here”; that 
a lot of other things are apocryphal. 
First thing we know, King Canute will 
never have, commanded the waves to 
come no farther Louis _XIV will 
never have said, “The State, It is I”; 
the captain will not have shouted, “We 
are lost,” as he staggered down the 
stairs.
Turk’s Island too Long Denied Jnst 

Share in America’s Discovery.
However, in this case we may be 

reasonably sure that its tradition does 
not stand up four square and on the 
level with the Journal Christopher 
Columbus, tradition is in the wrong. 
One of the first things that strikes me 
below the belt In his account is the 
fact that San Salvador was not the 
island which first met his gaze. From 
every description of what actually o«- 
cured, it would appear that Turk’s 
Island has been done a grievous In­
justice, that for four hundred and 
thirty-two years the name San Sal­
vador has been masquerading under 
false colors and that the first point of 
insular America to greet a civilized 
European was in fact this lowly Turk’s 
Island. And now Santo Domingo has’ 
nominated herself to be the site of 
the Columbus Memorial ! Battery 
Park, Manhattan, has for years pre­
sumed to swelter in the summer heat 
upder the statue of the discoverer of 
the Americas. The public squares of

was commander of the ship which 
had first seen land on the westward 
voyage. Doubtless this gave him a 
certain distinction among his men 
and also filled his ego with some not 
unnatural pompousness and pride.

With all due honor to Columbus, It 
Is not Impossible that he, too, was a 
little hasty. His complaint that the 
natives along certain of the coasts ap­
peared suspicious of the intentions of 
his men towards their women, does 
not seem so righteous when it is 
taken into consideration that at the 
same time he had several squaws 
forcibly detained on board his ship. 
The American savages apparently did 
not realize or value the high honor of 
having their women seized by the 
great discoverer from Spain. If Bis
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safe for democracy.
French were also fighting in the same 
cause, but they were obviously only 
second choices of a Divine Provid­
ence.

When Columbus writes, however, 
that “your Highnesses ought not to
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KETCHIKAN, Alaska, Sept. 14 (A. 

P.)—A taxi taking passengers to 
Peplnsula Point, near here, recently, 
caught up with a bear running .along 
the road. The driver speeded up, but 
the bear, refusing to be passed, ac­
celerated his own gait. For a mile 
the car and the hear raced. Bruin 
led. Then, unable to take a curve at 
tigh speed, he catapulted down a 
bank to a beach and disappeared.
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