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JOURNAL BETRAYS AMAZING
IGNORANCE OF WHAT HE
DISCOVERED,

’
e

"Junnl of First Voyage to America,”
by Claistopher Columbus (Albert '
and Charles Boni),

By GEORGE CURRIE.

The ignorance of Christopher Col-
nmbuq concerning the places he dis-
covered is amazing, After reading
the journal of his first voyage; trans-
lated by our old friend, M. le Profes-
‘seur Anonyme, third cousin on his

Anonymous author of = certain more
or less -personal recollections of the

moves 80 mxatarjously its wonders to
perform.

Aside from the tact that Columbus
felt morally certain land lay on the

the discovery of the islands of the
West Indies confirmed fn his own

does mnot appear to have known much
about whither he was wending his
watery, way. Each day of that event-

weed floating on the surface of the
water,  the presence of strange birds
and the appearance of crabs indicated
that real'land was just over the hori-

GENTLEMEN :—

THIS IS OUR BARGAIN WEEK TO YOU FOR

Shirts and Caps

and we are showing most exclusive lines with attract-

ive prices.

For a short time we are giving a 15 per

cent. reduction on above lines, and consequently you

can buy a good Shirt or Cap from us

from $1.25 up.

See our Striped and Plain Blue English Broad Cloth

Shirts, at $3.50.

E. D. SPURRELL

365 Water Street
St. John’s.

WM. SPURRELL

210 Duckworth St.
Branch:

Grand Falls,

zon. And each night he was forced
l to hope that the morrow would bring
somewhat more tangible and visible
evidences of terra firma than the pre-
ceding day had produced.

He kept up his hopes for so long a
time that his men began to wonder if
their admiral was not a little too opti-
mistic, as explorers into the unknown
are wont to be. To qiet “his men’s
fear of the great distances they were
traveling, . he had false distances en-
tered in the log.

” On October 4, 1492, he noted: “Sail-
1 ed day and night, sixty-three leagues,
and reckoned to the creWw forty-six.”
On the next day, “fifty-seven leagues,
the wind abating in the night,
reckoned to the crew forty-five.”
Evidently Columbus knew with
what manner of men he was dgallng.
I cite these little deceptions to sup-
port the contention of the tramslator
that no mutiny occured om that voy-
age, such has been reported in the
folklore of the American childhood.
Nowhere does Las Casas, the histor-
ian, report any such occurrence. And
there is no reason why - Columbus

should have suppressed the informa-
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tion. Had the muting occured and
}'had he suppressed it, Ferdinand and
Isabella must have thought all thé
more of him when he returned to lay
a new world at their feet. Historians
such as Robertson accept the mutiny
yarn, and there you are, I.am not a
historian, so am compelled to take one
or'the other or leave both, They say
the story of Washington and the

quay, “Lafayette, we are here”;
a lot of other things are apocryphal.

come no farther;
never have said, “The State, it is :
| the captain will not have shouted, “We
are lost,” as he staggered down the
| stairs.

| Purk’s Island too Long Denfed Just
Share in America’s Discovery,

However, in this case we may be
reasonably sure that its tradition does
not stand up four square and on the
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level with the journal Christopher

fact that San Salvador was ng@t the

island which first met his gaze. From
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every description of what actually og-
cured, it would appear that Turk’s
Island has been done a grievous in-
justice, that for four hundred- and
thirty-two years the name San Sal-
vador has been masquerading under
false colors and that the first point of
{nsular America to greet a civilized
European was in fact this lowly Turk’s

Island. And now Santo Domingo hes
nominated herself to be the site of

sumed to swelter in the summer heat

half the cities of the United States
and Mexico have bronze representa-
tions of Columbus, And poor old
Turk’s Island, with its ‘lake in the
middle, did not figure once in the un-
veiling speeches.

Concerning the exuberance of the
one finds that

mother’s side to the familiar Mrs.|

other side of the Atlantic and that|

mindi the soundness of his-theory, he |

(ful voyage he was certain that sea- [
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Christians, as they appear to have o
religion,” he reports with the true
zeal of the Christian missionary.
Some of the modern higher critics
might regard the statement as naive,
but with that we are not concerned.
He frequently complains of the dif-
ficulties he met with in seeking inter-
course with the natives by means of
two familiar tongues. “The language
of this people neither I nor any of my
company understand, and we are per-
petually making mistakes in our con-
versation with one another,” he re-
ports. “I place -little confidence ‘in
the Indians I have on board, as they
have several times attempted fo es-

must have regarded the eagerness of

vice of the Castilian monarchs can
also appreciate with sympathy the
natural desire of the savage to return
to his tent and wife and kiddies.
There i8 much human hypocrisy
throughwout the journal, which makes
it none the less interesting, however.
If Columbus thought he was a ser-
vant of God’s anointed and in the
livery of God’s people, he, had ample
precedent, something which has since

safe for democracy, The British and
French were also fighting in the same
cause, but they were obviously only
second choices of a Divine  Provid-
ence,

When Columbus writes, however,
that “your Highnesses ought mnot to

2 courtier to their “Most Catholic
Majesties. Elsewhere, he ' insinuates
with .far less subtlety the report of
his quest for gold, without which no
monarch of the n of those days
could hope to support himself in the
\nvle to which he was accustomed.

complete without some description of
‘the women met on such a vayage.
Says the journal, -of the native town,
which a footnote - states indicates
“Acul: “They were all. as naked as
they were born, both men and women,
whereas in Juana, and the other is-
fands the females wear a small cover-

habitants anxious to conceal their
women from us, but here they dis-
play no_such jealousy. The females
! at this place possess fine shapes, and

which ‘doubtless the very human
Spaniards did their best to encoyr-
age), and bring offerings, especially

fruits.
In the light of certain revelations
concerning the voyages of Columbus,
also translated from authentic docu-
ments, it is not hard to.understand
the desire of the natives “to conceal
their women from us.” The sailors
were in the service of their Most
Christian Majesties, but . after all,
they were hard-boiled seafarers first
and Christians last, However, Colum-
casional lapse from grace of his
underlings.

Mermaids Three Were Manati; Colum-
bus Disappointed, Like Others.

It is interesting to note that Colum-
bus. thought he had discovered mer-
maids in this new land of miracu-
lous creatures. Says the journgl:

“The Admiral relates, that when on
his visit-to the Rio del Oro yesterday,
he saw three mermaids standing high
out of the water, they had faces some-
thing similar to those of human be-
ings, but were not so handsome as it
was customary to represent them.”

One can understand his disappoint-
ment at their lack of beauty when it
is explained by the translator that
the mermaids were probably mana-
tees, or sea cows; next to the walrus
and hippopotamus the most unl@vely
of all animals.

About the time that he saw his
“mermaids,” Columbusg decided to,put
the case ‘of Martin: Alonzo; the skipper
of the Pinta, before his monarchs.
“After which,” says he, “I ' shall no
more suffer practices of worthless
and malignant persons who behave
with such disobedience and want of
respect to one who has shown them
go distinguished favors.”

Alonzo, it should be borne in mind,

and also filled his ego with some not

is not impossible that he, too, was a
little hasty. His complaint that the
natives along certain of the coasts ap-
peared suspicious of the intentions of
his men towards their women, does
not seem so righteous when it is
taken into consideration that at the
same time he had several squaws
forcibly detained on board his ship.
The American savages apparently did
not realize or value the high honor of
having their women  seized by the

than his complaints against the" jeal-
ousy of the male natives, something
should be said for Alonzo.
supposed to be an excellent navigator

the fleet.

versal.
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Collett, Mrs. Ernest, Parsons, James, St. John's Park, Manhattan, has for years pre- unquestionably important data con-
tained therein which for.some reason

or -another have mever engaged the

America” among the five or six real-
ly important books: which have been
published this year, . It has all the
fascination of . the .stories of the
South Sea Isles with none of the blah
and buncombe which too frequently
have crept into such' works. | As a
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However, he mentions an island in- ||
habited only by women, thus proving {85
that the story of the Amazons is uni- ||
And the ;reat wealth of other | B
absorbing speculation, corjecture and | §8
misinformation which he picked up ||
from the natives in'no way mar the |||
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