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MILLIN
! I Up-to-the Minute Styles from i

London, Paris and New York.
One may expect to be constantly surprised at the millinery modes 

and one may certainly be assured becomingness if they choose care
fully—for our assortments are so great as to include practically every 
interpretation of smartness that Spring has developed.

Ladies’ Spring Coats
\ Latest Styles in

Serges, Poplins, Tweeds & Cloths. BISHOP, SONS & CO., LTD. Ladies’ One - Piece Dresses
in

Silks, Crepe-de-Chene, Georgettes.

Vs

Love Stories of the Footlights
A Fight for Name and Honour.

Â-cheering, roaring crowd. From 
hundreds of throats came the cry, 
-Bravo, Belle!” while hundreds of 
hands were stretched ont In an en
deavour to touch the beautiful, smil
ing girl who emerged from the Law 
Courts and 'slowly made her way 
through the surging crowd of admir
ers to her carriage.

It was the final scene of a woman’s 
fight for name and honour—the clos
ing of a poignant chapter in a drama 
of love, romance, secret marriage, 
family hatred, and intrigue, which 
could not have been excelled by the 
most fertile imagination of our novel
ists.

That day, Belle Bilton, the pride of 
the London music-halls, the toast of 
the West-end, had vindicated her 

-right to a place in the peerage. She 
had completely refuted the charges 
against her honour, brought by an 
embittered father-in-law, a peer of the 
realm, who had sought to besmirch 
her character and thus free his son 
from a marriage which he hated be
cause this girl was "a common music- 
hall artiste.”

That, in fact, was the main reason 
why the fourth Earl of Clancarty left 
no stone unturned to separate his son, 
Viscount D.nnlo, from the woman he 
had secretly married at the Hamp
stead Registry Office exactly thirty 
years ago, after three months’ court
ship. He was aghast when he was 
first made aware of the marriage by a 
newspaper paragraph. Raging with 
wrath, he sent for his son, poured 
torrents of reproach and denunciation 
on his head, and finally demanded 
that the bridegroom should separate

Immediately from hi, wife and go 
abroad. If not, the Earl washed his 
hand, of him—disowned him entirely.

A Pitiful Plight.
It was a powerful weapon he used, 

for at that time the Viscount was en
tirely dependent on his father. He 
was only twenty—a few months 
younger than his wife—and possessed 
no private means whatever. In fact 
he had not finished his education, his 
father, at the time of the marriage, 
having arranged to send him for a 
tour abroad with a tutor.

His plight was painful and pitiful. 
The few days’ honeymoon was simply 
a prolonged, bitter struggle between 
the Viscount’s feeling of love and 
duty towards the girl he had married 
and his father’s rigid demands.

Belle Bilton, who was still fulfill
ing her engagements, implored her 
husband npt to leave her. But the 
Viscount was forced to bow to the 
family storm, and nine days after 
the" wedding he started for the other 
side of the world.

It was a terrible blow to the new 
Lady Dunlo. The story of her ro
mantic marriage into the peerage 
had been the sensation of London for 
days, and then came this compulsory 
desertion by her husband.

What did it mean? the public were 
asking. Ugly stories and rumours 
began to get afloat, fostered by the 
grim, unrelenting attitude of the 
Earl. He had made his plans. He 
was determined that Belie Bilton 
should not only never be admitted in
to the Clancarty family, but that, by 
hook or by crook, she should be legal
ly and irrevocably separated from, his

son, who, he asserted, had been 
tricked Into the marriage by a schem
ing adventuress with the sole Idea of 
exploiting him and mulcting him of 
hi, money. x

In this, however, Lord Clancarty, 
a, we shall see, did Belle Bilton a 
rank Injustice.

To understand his bitter attitude, 
however, we must lift the veil a little 
from Belle Bilton’s early life. His 
lordship might have forgiven, as he is 
reported to have said at the time, her 
lowly origin. He would have over
looked the fact that from childhood 
she had appeared, with her sister 
Florence, in the choruses of plays and 
pantomimes, and that she and her 
sister ultimately became the toast of 
the young “bloods” of the sporting 
and music-hall world through their 
beauty and talents as singers and 
dancers.

But he contended that there was a 
scandalous chapter ip her life. It 
was a chapter, he alleged, in which 
a man, on whom Belle Bilton had 
first bestowed her love and affection, 
proved a scoundrel and a deceiver.

It was said that the look of. sad
ness, which added so much to* the 
distracting beauty of Belle Bilton— 
beauty which made level-headed, 
sober-minded men rave about her 
charms—was not natural, but the 
haunting look of tragedy caused by 
the man who deceived her.

Be that as it may, Belle Bilton tried 
to put him out of her life. She 
sought consolation In the society of 
her friends, and particularly that of 
a noted financier, who, later, was 
cited as co-respondent in the divorce 
case which the Earl forced his son to 
bring against his wife. This man 
wanted to marry Belle when she dis
covered the treachery of the man who 
had abused her love. But she re
fused. She told him frankly that sho 
did not love him and preferred him 
to be, as he undoubtedly was, her 
sincere and true friend.

The fact, however, that she accept

ed certain gifts and monetary aid 
from the financier led to scandalous 
gossip, and her private affairs got 
much undesirable publicity when a 
case of forgery came to light, brought 
about by her endeavours to help her 
former lover. Having employed him 
on several occasions to cash chenues 
made payable to her by her friends, 
he became familiar with the hand
writing of both parties. Getting into 
low water, he forged a couple of 
cheques for £600 and £300, purport
ing to be drawn by the financier and 
endorsed by Belle Bilton, and the 
subsequent criminal proceedings re
vealed the unconventional relation
ship between the two.

It was a painful chapter In the 
life of the beautiful artiste, and af
forded the Earl of Clancarty an ex
cuse for the vindictiveness with 
which he ultimately pursued her. 
And It explains, although one doubts 
the wisdom of the step, why Belle, 
after Lord Dunlo had deserted her, 
turned to the financier for help and 
advice. It was unwise, because no 
sooner had the Earl got rid of his 
son than he began to have Belle Bil 
ton shadowed, hoping to get sufficient 
evidence to bring about a divorce. 
Hie methods were thorough, so thor 
ough, Indeed, that Belle for forced to

leave her lodgings because of her 
notoriety and the fact that other lod
gers objected to living In a house so 
constantly shadowed.

To add to her troubles, the man 
who had already blackened her life, 
returned to persecute her, and at 
lut she took refuse In a house In St 
John’s Wood, which the financier 
placed at her disposai.

It was Indiscreet but natural un
der the circumstances. For it must be 
remembered that her husband could 
not make provision for her, and she 
was dependent entirely upon her pro
fession, which at that time brought 
her in about £10 or £16 a week. 
She had no home of her own, and so 
lived with her sister in the house at 
St John’s Wood, making no secret, of 
her friendship with the financier, and 
dining and supping with him in* pub
lic.

The arrangement, however, gave 
the Earl of Clancarty his opportunity. 
His son heard'rumours which led him 
to write: •

“Don't go too much about with W. 
People will talk; riot that I care, for 
I trust you with all my heart and 
soul.” “All bosh,” he replied, when 
he heard that steps were being taken 
to get the marriage annulled. Such 
pressure, however, was brought to 
bear on Lord Dunlo that ultimately 
he signed the petition for divorce. 
Tremendous influences must have 
been at work to induce him to take 
this step, for his letters showed how 
much lie was in love with his wife.

“Now, Belle,” he once wrote, "1 
don’t believe one word of it . . . 
You know how every person talks 
whenever they get the chance. Belle, 
I levs you dearly."

Qneen Alexandra’s Belief.
When the case came before the 

Court, he frankly acknowledged that 
he did not believe the charges against 
his wife, and made it evident that ho 
had signed the petition against his j 
will. And the result was a trium
phant vindication of the honour of the

whom h» had sworn to 
Judg

woman
cherish. She was judged guiltless of 
the charges brought against her. The 
methods of Lord Clancarty were con
demned, and the curtain fell on the 
triumphant fight for the name and 
title In the peerage to which the 
daughter of the Woolwich recruiting 
sergeant, and the pantomime chorue 
girl, was Justly entitled.

The sequel proves that Belle Bilton 
was actuated In what she did, not by 

| greed but by love for the Viscount she 
! had secretly married. Her whole life 
might have been wrecked—but she 
forgave. The fourth Earl never for
gave her, and he died, less than 
twelve months after the momentous 
trial, still embittered against the 
beautiful artiste who had married hie 
son. She was appearing at Plymouth
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' when the news was brought to her 
of his death, on May 20th, 1891. Tired 
of theatrical life, she left the stage, 
and Joined her husband and almost 
immediately took up her residence at 
Garbally Park, Balllnasloe, the family 
seat in County Galway, where her 
beauty and charm endeared her to the 
hearts of her husband’s tenantry.

For thirteen years Belle Bilton. liv
ed a happy and contented life with 
her husband proving herself a model 
wife and endearing herself to all 
with whom she came into contact. 
Then disease brought about a final 
separation. Cancer killed the ar
tiste who had suffered such slings of 
fortune. But she died happy In the 
fact that, among hundreds of other 
people, Queen Alexandra always be
lieved In the honour of the “Pride of 
the London Hall.”

Wise Men Say-

Tot sale by all Druggists and first-
class U rouer».

That the principal ingredient in 
luck is common sense.

That no person is so rich that h.e 
can afford to lose a friend.

That being ignorant is not so much 
a shame as being unwilling to learn.

That a good many people spend 
most of their time in telling others 
how busy they are.

That opportunity may make a man 
—but generally speaking the man 
makes the opportunity.

That the man who is satisfied to sit 
down and wait for something to turn 
up will need a good soft seat.

That when you have a number of 
disagreeable duties to perform, al« 
ways do the most disagreeable first

That the test of a man’s qualities 
is in his remembrance, when he has 
reached the top, of the friends he left 
behind lower down.

That depression, gloom, pessimism, 
despair, discouragement slay ten 
human beings to every one murdered 
by typhoid, influenza, diabetes, or 
pneumonia.

No Frills

I

EXCEL RUBBER BOOTS
FOR FISHERMEN.

AFTER MANY YEARS OF CAREFUL STUDY OF THE RUBBER BOOT BUSINESS WE HAVE SUCCEEDED IN HAV
ING MADE ACCORDING TO OUR. SPECIFICATIONS

“The Excel Rubber Boot”
WITH 7 SPECIAL FEATURES, WHICH WE GUARANTEE TO BE FAR SUPERIOR TO ANY RUBBER BOOTS 

ON THE MARKET IN QUALITY, DURABILITY AND VALUE.
THE 7 SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE EXCEL BOOT WHICH WE HAVE EMBODIED IN ITS CONSTRUCTION ARE:

1ST—THE ENTIRE BOOT IS CURED UNDER STEAM PRESSURE, MAKING IT A “ONE” PIECE BOOT.
2ND—IT HAS AN 8-PLY DOUBLE SOLE OF HEAVY RUBBER RUNNING ALL THE WAY UNDER HEEL. ' .

3RD—IT HAS A SNAG PROOF VAMP, TO WITHSTAND THE HARDEST KIND OF WEAR. /-
4TH—IT HAS A 6 PLY REINFORCED INSTEP, WHICH RELIEVES STRAIN, PREVENTS CRACKING AND WRINKLING.

• ••*• 5TH—IT HAS A REINFORCED 5 PLY LEG, MAKING IT STAND UP UNDER THE HARDEST KIND OF SERVICE.
6TH—IT HAS A 4-PLY TOP TO INSURE EXTRA WEAR

7TH—IT HAS A HEAVY DUCK LINING, WHICH PREVENTS MOISTURE, KEEPING THE FOOT COOL AND DRY. 
EXCEL RUBBER BOOTS ARE VACUUM, GREY FINISH. “FEELS LIKE VELVET.”

Extra Wear

No Frills

Extra Wear

FULL STOCK ON HAND. WRITE FOR PRICES.

FARKER & MONROE, Limited
■
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