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is made in England, and used m the v
‘dining tables of both the British and W |
Canadian Houses of Parliament. .
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Remember, that a representation of the British Houses -of
Parliament appears on every bottle of the real H.P. Sauce.

Its gredients are so skilfully blended that no one flavour
predominates — that's why connoisseurs always use H.P.

A MYSTERIOTS
QRS

CHAPTER 1V.
The Story of a Strange Girlhood.

“I shall not say much about my
childhood,” the Signoria Valdi began.
“It was like that of many other girls
left to grow up in a great city, in the
shabby gentility necessitated by
small means. My father was a doctor
and only half successful, and that in
a quarter of the town where most of
the patients never pay, and the few
that do, pay so little that comfort is
scarcely known in the house and lux-
ury never. My mother was an inval-
id, and, there being no other child-
Ten, I grew up in the comparatively
empty house a creature of fancies
and dreams. My voice was my great
companion. I dared not sing in the
parlors or mother could |
hear me too plainly, but would qo[
away into the garret, where in undis- |
turbed possession of so much emm)"
space, I wounld sing and trill till I
was utterly exhausted or my stock
of songs gave out. Later, I took to
acting, having seen one opera through |
the kindness of a school-teacher of
mine who knew my passion and had
accidently overheard my voice one
day. For even then I never sang be- |
fore _any one, and if by chance I
caught any one listening, my throat'!
choked up and I broke into a cold
perspiration. But this was inexperi-
ence, as I thought, and I went on|
cherishing my dreams and acting |
over and over imaginary scenes from |
operas which I knew only by name,
creating songs and manufacturing
situations which must have been suf-
ficiently crude and ridiculous, but!
which gave my voice a chance and al-
lowed enough of my fervor to extend
itself to prevent me from falling ill
or becoming desperately dissatisfied |
and unhappy.

“When I was fourteen, my mother
died, and two years after this, my fa-
ther. But I was not discouraged. I
had my voice, and, child as I was, I
imagined 1 had only to lift it in pub-
lic to have fame and fortune lavished
upon me. I was soon undeceived in
this regard; for, in the first place, I
could not raise my voice in public, and

where my

in the second place, the very first mu-
sical adept I saw explained to me how
much study and practice were neces-
sary to achieve even the smallest sue-

Study I did not shrink from
and practice was simply a delight.
But I had no money, and training is

CE€Sss.

expensive, and so is mere living. 1
found difficulty in existing till one
happy day—was it happy?—I let my
voicé out in what I supposed to be an
empty church, but which in reality
contained a great teacher, who, hear-
ing me, thereupon took me in charge
and started me on a career which he
said would end in wealth and adula-
tion. <

“Alas for me, T believed him, and
was no longer hungry or cold or
At least, I did -not
feel my hunger or the chill of the

meanly clothed.

rcom in which I worked at sewing
or copying, or anything which would
furnish me with daily bread. And as
for my clothes, they were so certainly
destined to change into the silver and
gold tissues befitting an opera queen,
that I have sometimes laughed, in
passing through the streets, to think
how the men and women who jostled
me so rudely would one day feel
proud if I cast them a glance or be-
towed upon them the haughtiest of
smiles.

“My companion and the only con-
filante of my dreams was this old
Portuguese crone whom you see with
me now. I have mede her acquaint-
ance in the depths of my poverty, and
being none too well off, had found no
other friend who could supply her
place in faithfulness and devotion. She
is not propossessing to look at, but she
loves me; too well I fear, for she
would not even let me die, though she
knew my secret desperation.

“But this is hurrying on too fast. 1
studied then, long and faithvfully. and
practiced every hour, when I was not
obliged to work for my subsistence.
Hope sustained me, and the days flew
My eighteenth - birtn-
day passed and the day was set for
Had
I carried out this intention, I miglt

by on wings.
me to try my voice in concert.

have been ‘saved two more years of
useless labor and vain hope. Lut un-
fertunately, at the last minute, a
spirit of opposition seized me, and 1
refused to test my powers till T could
do so with all the eclat of scenéry and
costume.

ita or not at all, 'and my foolishness

was listened to, and my debut post- |

poned. \
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of Better Baking

" comes with “BEAVER” Flour.

wheats grown in Canada—

Manitoba Spring wheat and Ontario

Fall wheat. It has the bread-making

powers of the one—and the pastry-

making powers of the others. ;

Every woman, ‘'who brings

“BEAVER” Flour into her home,

‘makes the right start towards better

e Bread and Pastry, i s
DEALERS—Write us for prices on Feed, Coarse Grain and Cereals.

__THE T. H. TAYLOR co, LIMITED, -

It is a blend of the best
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I would appear as Margher- |

“A new teacher now took me in
charge. 1 was able to pay him some-
thing, but not much. miud;
there was a future in store for me; I

Never

was but running up a debt which I
could easily liguidate by one night of
triumphant song. If" he were willing
to wait—and he seemed to be—I cer-
tainly could do this, for my voice and
manner and- style were improving
daily, and ere long the doors of the
theatres must open before me, and
wealth and honour take the place of

indigence and obscurity.

“Looking at me now and remember-
ing my failure, cap you imagine such
folly ?
and have a voice to do it.

You must be young and poor
Why, this
rcom has been peopled with visions. I
have seen myself in the possession of
‘When
my fingers ached with writing, I have

every power, every happiness,

thought of the day in store for me,
just my signature would be
Till then I wanted no

and felt myself un-

when
worth gold.
companionship,
tempted by pleasure or wealth. Till
I could enjoy all, 1 wanted nothing 1
preferred to take my happi-
ness at a bound, and from these rooms
of faded grandeur and  sc:lid  sug-
gestions, step at once in'o the palatial
apartments suited to the successfni
nrima donna.

“You can imagine, then, the -excite-
ment of those days, when I was in-
formed by my  enthusiastic teacher,
that the time had come for my ap-
and that after two _sghort
months of rehearsal, the stage o-f the

should be ready for my
If time flew before, it halted

Never, never would those two

N
pearance ,

debut.

now.
| months pass. And yet they ought not
1 to have gone so slowly, for I was very
The themselves

were enough to absorb me; and they

busy. rehearsals
did, but they never.left me satisfied
and I longed to end them. Somehow
I needed an audience, or so I thouyht.
T could not warm up to empty bench-

es; but my manager seemed satisfied,

}
|
|
|
|
|

and fed me with flatteries, and ex-
pended great sums of money on my
toilet and the stage accessories. He
was sure of success, but not so sure as
I was. I can say this now, since.I
have so egregiously failed, I neither
dcubted my voice nor my training nor
I left this room on that
took what I
thought to be my last look of these

my spirit.
fatal night, calm. |
miserable apartments, with the quiet
farewell of one who feels her fortune
I left behind in
memories, but I went forward to great
hopes. When I heard the door close,
I-had the feeling of something shut-
ting upon' my past, and went down-

assured. it many

stairs and out to my carriage with a
different step than that. which had
been accustomed to mark my depart-
ure. :

;‘T‘his feeling followed me to the
thetre, and increased, rather than di-
minished, with the putting on of the
dainty robes which another's enthusi-
Nor ddd the
sounds of the orchestra make me
quail, nor the voice of the call-bsy;
nothing moved me till, having Cross-
ed the- stage, I.caught a glinpse-—or
did I feel the preseénce —of the vast
crowd that awaited in eager expect-
ancy for my first notes. Then, in-
deed a dagger entered my heart and
terror such as the victim of the am<
phit:he}trgx along can know, caught me
in fts clutches, paralyzing throat and
limbs till T could have welcomed any
 death that would have ‘annihilated my
| consciouspess, - I was before the. foot~ |
‘lights; T was {n the spot which # had

asm had procured for me.

‘| every  countenance, - till ‘Fate should i

come to my aid and break the spell
that bound me. :

““It came in’ the shape of u few stray
efforts at applause, doubtless meant
for my"é'ﬁcguragement. The sound—it
was thie first"T had heurd—seemed to
Joosen . the iey fetters that held my
Hmbs enchained, and I sank, suffer-
ing frightfully, upon the”floor of the
stage, 1 was never more to mock by
my presence. ‘The curtain was rung
down and I was carriedl away, whither,
: hardly knew, and to what T could
even then dim)y guess, for my heart
was broken, and my ouly earthly
hope was at an end.”

“But,” eagerly interposed the artist,
“you may be - mistaken abon: this.
Stage fright is common. Our greatest
actors are subject to it. It is rather
thought by them the token of genius,
and a promise of future success. Sure-
ly your manager—"’

“Do not speak of }{im, or of my
I shudder at the thought of
their anger and cruel disappointment.

masters.

I have never been able to fac> them,
nor never can till i am abls to reim-
burse them for all their useless ex-
another at-
I had

At the mere thought cof

pense. As for making
tempt, that is
rather die.

confronting again thac

imposzible.

cruel sea of
faceg, the blood stops flowing in my
veins and the world turns black be-
fore me. I was not made for a prima
donna, or rather, something is lack-
ing in me necessary for success upon
the stage. Yet that success is all [
have lived for, and without it, what
am I?”
To be continued.
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A Marble Statue
of Sir Wilfred.

Montreal, Nov. 15.—Mr. Paul Cehvre,
the Parisian sculptor, who designed
the Champlain monument on Dufferin
Terrace, Quebec, and the Mercier
monument to be unveiled next spring
in the Ancient Capital, was in Mon-
treal to-day after a short trip to Otta-
wa. Mr. Chevre has just booked the
order from the G. T. R. for a statue of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier to adorn the cen-
tre piece in the lobby of the Chateau
Laurier in Ottawa.

The statute will be marble, along
the lines of the bust of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier made by the same artist and
presented to the ex-Premier in 1901.
The bust will slightly exceed the na-
tural size and will be supported by a
single column adorned with appropri-
ate allegories. It will be ready in the
spring and will cost five thousand dol-
lars.

The Stephano arrived at Halifax at
midnight, Saturday.

Nerves Are ,
F’ Exhausted

And nervous prostration or paralysis
Is creeping steadily upon you.

You hear of people suddenly falling
victims of mnervous prostration or
some form-" of paraly But when
you get all the facts of the case you
find that they have had months or
years of warning. °
- They haven’t glept well. There has

frequent attacks of mnervous
headache. Digestion has fafled. They
have been irritable, easily worried
and excited and have found memory
and concentration failing.

Had they but known that these
symptoms tell of exhausted nerves
or had they realized"their danger the
would have restored the feeble, was:
ed nerves by use of guch treatment
as Dr. gfhr‘”t" N:ao&dod. ttu €

This ®great restorative . tment
cures by forming new, rich blood and.
y rebuilding the wasted nerve cells. |

0 medicine is more certain to prove
of lag benefit to the system.
cents a b
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Moore, John, Blackhead
22 StreetMorgag, E. J., card
t{Hann, Mrs. John, Moores, Miss Jennie,
Pleasant St.
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Harris, Gorden
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McLeen, J. W.
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C
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schr. Crona

Blue Jacket

Jacobs, James,
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Hegdon, Charleg H.,

schr. Duchess
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s

Benson, R. G., schr. Empire
Rendell, Wm. C., »
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Power, Patrick,

. schr. E. J. Reddy
Hearne, George,
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Moore, James, Simmonds, W.,
8.8. Invermore

schr. Mildred
West, Capt. W. A,
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Currie, Emanuel,
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schr. J. A. Silver|Martin, D.,

Young, Michael, schr. Minnje Strong

schr. J. A. Silver|Piercey, Newell, .

Keats, Stephen,
schr. Magg

N
Moulton, Herbert,
0

Bennett, Walter,
schr.
S

Evans, Henry,
schr. Pend:
R

Lowen, Wm., schr
Darcey, Capt. Wm.,
schr. Rose

schr

8

Baggs, John, schr. Stella
Barrett, John, schr. St. Clare
B

Francis, Benjamine,

schr. Tobiatie
White, John,

v

schr. Tobiatic

Wells, Capt. Philip,

Rogers, George, schr. Minnie Pearl

schr. Vivian
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“ Also a full liné:_o
wear. e

' Special and prompt

Welare now showing a big stock of Men’s Negi‘igee

Shirts in very neat patterns, and light and dark colors.

Pnjges range from 75¢. to $1.50.
t

"

‘the “Celebrated Stanfield Under-|

attent/on given to ountpert orde st 1 g
P given po lers. >

GLIGEE SHIRTS! jm»m»»

A. J. Herder, B.A,,

Barrister-at- Law.
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Renout Bulling -
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| Woman'’s Safe S

is.not hard to find. If your cyes 2
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