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BASE INGRATITUDE.

Now it is the Charlottetown Guard, 
ian that rises to bestow a hob-nailed 
hint on its honored leader. Says the 
Guardian : "And Mr. Borden ought 
"to come, if only out of gratitude to 
"the one province of the nine which 
“sent three-fourths of its total repre­
sentation to support him at Ottawa. 
"And yet, as we see, Mr. Borden as 
"a great political luminary has ar­
ranged to pass over the Dominion, 
"like the sun, from east to west, and 
"shed his radiance over Nova Scotia. 
"New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, 
"Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta 
and British Columbia, but seems *o 

“have forgotten that there is such a 
"province as Prince Edward Island 
“on the map. MJr. Borden ought 
"not to treat us islanders in such a 
"cavalier fashion."

DOMINIONS.
Hereafter the self-governing divi­

sion of the Empire will be known as 
Dominions. Possessions that are not 
self-governing will be styled colonies. 
The new order of things has been 
promulgated by the Colonial Secre­
tary, Lord Elgin. Under this new 
ruling the dominions are Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Cape Col­
ony, Natal, Newfoundland, Transvaal, 
and Orange River Colony is likely io 
soon join the group. Among the col­
onies ara India, several possessions in 
Central Africa, Soudan, the West In­
dies and Guiana. Egypt is a protect­
orate. This difference in official no­
menclature offers a simple and inof­
fensive distinction between the two 
ranks of possessions. It will be grati­
fying to Canada that the name select­
ed as best expressing our legislative 
status is to be officially applied tc 
all outlying portions of the Empire 
possessing the powers of self-govern­
ment. "British Dominions" can r.o 
longer be used as a collective term, 
indicating the whole over-sea portions 
of the Empire without distinction as 
to importance or legislative standing.

“OLD LONDON.”
"Old London” comprises some 673 

acres of land in the heart of Greater 
London. Its population is placed at 
only 25,000, though a million and a 
quarter people flock into the city 
during thé business hours of the day. 
The assessment is only $25,000,000 
but this represents only a trifle oi' 
the real value of its property, “the 
city" being the heart of the world’s 
greatest- metropolis and land there 
is probably more valuable than any­
where else on earth. Interesting com­
parisons might be drawn between old 
London and Western Canadian cities 
as regards population, area and as­
sessed valuation, but such compari­
sons must be largely misleading. Old 
London is purely a place of business, 
à region studded with financial 
houses and mercantile establish­
ments^ in consequence the people of 
London do not live in London at ali 
but outside it. The area of the cil>’ 
represents only the ground space 
they require in their business affairs • 
their residences probably occupy 
many times this area beyond the ciiy 
limits. In America a city con'iins 
usually both the business places and 
the residences of its people and in 
Western Canada the tendency is to 
lay out cities with a broad idea of 
the • room likely to be required for 
these purposes in future. The areas 
of our cities in proportion to their 
population are therefore far in excess 
of that of Old London. On the other 
hand the fact that 25,000 people can 
find room to live in that congested 
business centre suggests the liberal 
provision most western cities are 
making for future increase of popula­
tion, The assessment of Old London 
is of course only a small fraction of 

'the real value of its property ; the 
tendency in Western Canada is to 
assess property at nearly it full 
value. In consequence western cit­
ies with no larger population than 
London have approximately as large 
assessed value.

DESIRABLE BUT----- .
' Canadian advocates of rural mail 

delivery will find little in the experi­
ence Of the United States to promise 
the success of such system in Can­
ada at the present time. In 1901 when 
the rapid extension of the service 
began the expenditure was $1,750,344 
last year it reached the enormous fig­
ure of $25,600,000, and the Washing­
ton authorities are said to have in 
specters on the road ascertaining not 
what new routes should be opened 
but what routes already opened may 
be closed with the least harm on! 
dissatisfaction. In thems°lves then

figures are impressive, but wh.m the 
■j "( rent conditions u the countries 
are considered they becon * absolute­
ly convincing that Canada cannot 
afford rural delivery at the present 
stage of the game. The cost of such 
system varies of course with the ex­
tent of country over which it lias to 
be extended, while the revenue with 
which to offset the cost depends on 
the density of the population served 
by the system. The larger the coun­
try the greater the cost of rural de­
livery and the smaller the population 
the less the revenue with which to 
bear that cost. Compared with the 
United States Canada is a country oi 
vast distances-and sparse population. 
The United States contain a popula­
tion of 100,000,000 people; Canada 
has a population of 6,000,000 people 
scattered over a territory half as 
large. The United gjates system must 
therefore be profitable beyond all like­
lihood before its success can afford 
any evidence that a similar system 
would be financially even practicable 
in Canada. A ' service which the 
dense population of the New England 
States would easily support might It 
ruinous if saddled on the scattered 
settlers of Saskatchewan or Alberta. 
Whether or not the American system 
(Will return any considerable divi­
dends when applied to the entire 
country appears to be a matter ol 
opinion. The system is now only in 
process of establishment, and it is 
natural to suppose it has been es­
tablished first in those sections of 
the country where population is dens­
est and the need most urgent. The 
cost of the service in comparison to 
its revenue should now be at the 
minimum and will steadily increase 
as the service is extended in terri­
tory having smaller population in pro­
portion to area. Yet having establish­
ed the service in one State it is dif 
icult to see how it can be denied 
another. In Canada for example, 
there would be trouble coming to the 
Postmaster General who gave rural 
delivery to Nova Scotia and denied it 
to Alberta, unless provision were 
made for assessing the cost of the 
iervics on the district benefitted by 
;t. And such adjustment is fraught 
with obvious difficulties, if indeed it 
is not confronted with actual impos­
sibilities.

The future does not promise to soon 
amend the sparseness of population 
which makes rural delivery impos­
sible at present. The majority of our 
immigrants are prospective settlers, 
and the trend of national thought and 
nterprise is to open more country to 

settlement. The National Transcon­
tinental and the Hudson Bay railway 
by opening up enormous areas hith 
rrto uninhabited will tend rather to 
broaden the area of settlement than 
to density the population in the ter­
ritory now scattered with people. The 
eople Canada is endeavoring to et- 

tract and who are coming to our 
shores in thousands are wanted and 
are coming not to dwell in cities al­
ready established or to crowd into al 
ready settled and cultivated sections, 
but to build homes for themselves in 
the wilderness and to found cities in 
he solitude. The tendency during 

the next few years is therefore much 
nore likely to be to increase the set- 
led area of Canada than to congest 
-ettlement in the area at present oc­
cupied. It does not appear unreason- 
ible to suppose that in comparison 
to the territory occupied Canada’s 
population ten years hence will be 
is sparse as it is today. The effort 
oday is to "open up" the country ; 

the “filling up” process must follow 
later. And until the filling up takes 
place, rural mail delivery must be 
numbered among the desirable but 
unattainable things. Our effort at 
present must be directed to the bet­
terment of the service we have rather 
than yearning for one we cannot 
afford.

-SEEIN’ THINGS.”
The Minister of the Interior has in­

curred the sore displeasure of the 
Montreal Star by giving voice to the 
‘most dangerous utterance” that pet­
ulant journal has heard regarding 
the Japanese influx. Just wherein 
the “dangerous" feature lay, how im 
minent the danger may be and wh it 
particular form ’t may assume we 
•ire left to guess. Details and speci 
ications are withheld. We have 
only the looming outline of some 
spectral calamity bearing down upon 
us. and all because the Minister oi 
the Interior “purported to quote pub­
lic opinion” as he found it at the 
Coast. Quoting such opinion the Star 
:iolds to be quite ae sinful as approv.
■ ng it; by which line of reasoning 
the Star must stand guilty of approv­
ing the Quebec bridge disaster and 
tvery other calamity which has been 
reported in its columns. This offence 
can be atoned for only by reprimand; 
wherefore the Star ecolds away heart­
ily for a column or more. Perhaps 
the performance would be more inter­
esting if the Star toid us what it is 
swearing about. Individuals no more 
able to describe and analyze their 
terrors are commonly credited with 
"seem’ things.”

A "PECULIAR” PEOPLE.
The Montreal Gazette continues to 

be enraged and outraged because the 
Department of the Interior decided

that the Doukhobors muet obey the 
homestead regulations or make way 
for those who would do so. Accord­
ing to the Gazette these “peculiar" 
people “have been despoiled" of 
"their property." As the "peculiar” 
tenet of these people was that they 
would not permit land or anything 
-*lse to become “their property” it 
is somewhat difficult to see how they 
could "have been despoiled." The
• rouble with the Doukhobors was not 
that they had to be ‘despoiled” be­
cause they had secured “property” 
wrongfully or to the disadvantage of 
ethers, but that they would not ac 
eopt land when it was offered to 
therm. Their peculiarity consisted in 
in unconquerable aversion to owning 
‘property" and it was because they 
would not accept the land and per­
form the duties necessary to get the 
land that they had to give way foi 
those who were prepared to accept 
it and bring it into use. Even so. 
he manner of their " despoiling" was 
uniquely merciful. The unfortunate 
victims of this supposedly ruthless 
pillage were given three months in 
which to re-enter for the land if they 
wanted it, during which time no out- 
•iders were permitted to make appli­
cation for it. And for those who 
would not accept these generous 
terms, land was reserved in and as 
•rear as possible, to the community 
villages, equal to 15 acres each, or 
three times as much land as thev 
îave brought under cultivation in 

eight years. The humanitarian in- 
itinots of this charitable nation will 
scarcely rise in horror at the out-
ageous oppression of bestowing on 

tliiese people three times as much 
land as they had manifested any in­
tention of using, and"of giving them 
three months in which to secure as 
‘their property” and without charge 
the land they had been holding in 
dleness for eight years.

Strange as this aversion to wealth 
•nay appear it is not more “peculiar” 
ban the course of the Op posit-• n 

press in connection with the Douk­
hobors. When these people came to 
the country they were given the priv­
ilege of living temporarily in villages 
and of doing their cultivation duties 
in common. This concession was 
granted because their poverty made 
•t impossible for the individual to go 
•in his land and equip it with the 
buildings, stock and implements ne- 
•etisary for its cultivation. Forthwith

• he Opposition journals rang the 
changes on the “special favors" 
granted to these “foreigners." The 
Canadian or American settler. was 
•nvited to behold the preference cf 
•he Government for this “scum of 
Europe." They were reviled as a 
useless and undesirable class, import­
ed only for their voting power and 
freed from the obligations- of citizen­
ship that this favor might the better 
lie secured. Their dress was ridicul­
ed, their language exhibited as it jar 
eon only once removed from the chat­
ter of the apes, their social customs
opresented as inimical to the future 

of the nation. Practically all that 
could be said, was said to malign 
the Doukhobors to the end that the 
Government might be reviled for 
mercifully making it possible for 
them to better their material condi­
tions and lift themselves to a better 
order of life. Now that they have had 
the benefit of this concession as long 
as necessary and as long as it can be 
permitted without discriminating 
against other settlers the Government 
lias decided that the spirit and pur­
pose of the concession must he ob­
served and the law made to apply to 
oil alike. Straightway the Montreal 
Gazette is seized by a strange and 
-widen fit of misplaced dharity. It 

demands that special concessions be 
made to these people to whom a special 
«oncession was made, who did not 
avail themselves of the privileges of 
the concession to fulfil its purpose, 
and for granting which concession 
tile Government has stood criticism 
(or years from the friends of the 
•lazette. The pilgrimages of ' the 
Doukhobors themselves are scarcely 
more “peculiar" than these journal­
istic expeditions of their former crit­
ics and new-found friends. One 
semblance of consistency alone runs 
til rough these varying attitudes— 
whatever the Government has done, 
that the Opposition journals have 
heartily condemned, regardless alike 
uf the merits of the case and of their 
•*wu previous declarations.

THE MONEY SCARCITY.
The expected has happened in the 

failure to obtain a satisfactory tender 
for the city debentures, for as yet 
there is no sign of relaxation in the 
tightness of the money market. Mun­
icipalities are still looking for funds 
and looking in vain, whiu business 
enterprises are being povpoiied or 
dr layed because the needed money is 
not available. Nor is there in the fin­
ancial journals any rav of hope ol 
capital in large amounts coming on 
the scene in the near future. What­
ever the cause may be the fact re­
mains that money for investment 
shows no signs of becoming more 
plentiful. Whether it be that the 
capitalist lias no funds left or that 
for reasons of liis own he is withhold 
in* them, the important fact is that 
lie is not looking for investment.

Though it will not immediately ef­
fect the supplies of capital the mar­
keting of the crop is expected to re. 
lax the stringency somewhat so far 
as current business is concerned. The 
soiling of the grain will enable the 
farmer to pay his store bills, the 
merchants to square up his accounts 
with the wholesalers, and they in 
turn to discharge their obligations to 
the manufacturers. But on the other 
band the banks will be called on dur­
ing the next few weeks to supply en­
ormous sums for purchasing and 
handling the crop and this must Tes 
sen the funds available for other 
lines of business. If these funds are 
already at low ebb the added demand 
must be severely felt both by the 
banks and by those who may wish 
to borrow money from them. Perhaps 
the present scarcity is due in a meas­
ure to o precautionary policy on the 
part of the banks in husbanding their 
noney supplies in anticipation of the 
demands of the grain trade. The 
marketing of the crop promises a 
general squaring of accounts on past 
business, with a margin left for the 
future, but it offers little hope of bet­
terment to the man who wants to 
borrow money.

THE BAITED HOOK.
The Weekly Sun of Toronto cordi­

ally supports Mr. Borden’s proposal 
that the public lands should be turn- 
led over to the provincial govern­
ments of Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
and is far more frank in saying what 
it means. The Sun says ; “The 
‘transfer proposed should be made as 
"soon as possible, accompanied, of 
“course, by a reduction in the Fed- 

‘eral subsidies to the Provincial 
"Governments—oubsidies which are 
"based largely on the retention by 
“the Dominion of the control of these 
"lands.” The Sun is more outspoken 
than Mr. Borden. It wants our sub­
sidies reduced and says so, and to 
that end wants us turned out to find 
provincial pickings on the vacant 
prairie. Mr. Borden wants to throw 
us upon the, wilderness for provincial 
subsistence too, only he has not the 
courage to say he would withdraw 
our present source of supplies. It 
is not necessary for, him to say so 
however; the one involves the other. 
One-third of our provincial subsidies 
is a cash grant in lieu of the public 
land; if that land is left in the 
hands of the Federal Government 
this subsidy is ours for all, time ; if 
the land were turned, iover to the pro­
vinces we would h»Ye no further 
right, title, claim or*oxcusq for the 
subsidy—and of course would not get 
it. The Opposition which attacked the 
Government because it gave too 
much subsidy does not need to ex 
plain to us its desire to reduce the 
subsidies. .This is the proposition 
that Mr. Borden has sugar-coated 
with phraseology abdut turning over 
the public lands to the provinces 
He is deceiving himself if he imag­
ines the West will shallow a hook 
so poorly baited. A domain which 
we could not administer without 
bankrupting ourselves and crippling 
development would be a mighty poor 
exchange for annual cash subsidies 
that we need in our business. West­
ern business acumen has not fallen 
to so low an ebb that a deal like that 
can be palmed off on us.

FOREORDAINED JUDGMENT.
The Mail aiid Empire does its best 

to attach responsibility to the Gov­
ernment for the fall of the Quebec 
bridge, but recognizing the tax this is 
placing on the credulity of its readers 
says plainly that it wishes to good­
ness the Government had been build­
ing the bridge. Doubtless. It would 
then have been so easy to talk cf 
graft and incompetence. However, 
the Mail will make the best of the 
situation—witness its present per­
formance. Whatever may be the find­
ings of the commission we may rest 
assured that to the Mail one party 
and one only is and will be held 
responsible—the Government. And 
that though the truth must he 
stretched longer than the central 
span of the bridge itself and the pro­
cess of reasoning reduced to a tang­
led web like that now lying at the 
bottom of the 8t. Lawrence. The 
architect may have erred, the mater­
ial been faulty, the contractors mis­
calculated, or even nature may have 
introduced an unexpected force—but 
by one self-appointed tribunal these 
will be dismissed and the Govern­
ment held up to censure for not pos­
sessing omni-prescièncQ.

TURNING THE JOKE.
Calling out the brigade when there 

is no fire is liable to prove an expen­
sive diversion hereafter, the new by­
law passed by the council providing 
a maximum fine of $100 for the of­
fence, with a suitable term in prison 
as the alternative. Offences of this 
character are by no means limited to 
Ediponton and every city probably 
suffers an occasional epidemic. The 
installation of the new alarm system 
here has doubtless awakened among 
the mischievous a natural but mis 
directed curiosity to see how the ma. 
chine works. In some instances too 
the alarm boxes have apparently been 
mistaken for -mail boxes. The mistake 
should of course bp treated with leni­

ency but the offence with severity. Tn 
a city so widely extended very seri­
ous consequences might result from 
this speciek of folly. Time is one >f 
the great factors in fighting a fire. 
Should a blaze occur say in the East 
end of the city when the brigade is 
careering along Fifteenth street on a 
wild goose chase, nearly a half hour 
must elapse before the exhausted 
horses could traverse the length of 
the city with the appliances. This 
loss of time would be ample to per­
mit an easily manageable fire to de­
velop into an uncontrollable confla­
gration that would lay scores of 
homes in ruins. For this reason the 
practical joker should be effectively 
taught that the fire alarm system is 
not the proper medium for the dis­
play of his supposed humor.

TAXING SPECULATION.
The Toronto News has discovered 

that land in Saskatchewan is taxed 
for the support of schools and from 
this draws two conclusions : First, 
that direct taxation has arrived for 
Saskatchewan, and second, that the 
peop’e do not welcome its arrival. 
Then follows of course the castigation 
of the Scott government for introduc­
ing the unwelcome expedient. It 
surc-’y cannot be news to the News 
that the honor of making the intro­
duction belongs not to Premier Scott 
but to the esteemed protege of the 
News who now leads the Opposition 
in Saskatchewan. The eminently 
wise and thoroughly satisfactory 
method of taxing land and only land 
for the support of schools was intro­
duced by the government of which 
Mr. Haultain was head. The dif­
ference is that whereas Mr. Haultain 
threw the burden of supporting the 
school system on the farmers the 
Scott Government proposes to impose 
an equal share of it on the absentee 
and the speculator. Heretofore the 
owner of land in an unorganized ter­
ritory paid no school taxes though 
his holding it was probably most com­
monly the cause of its being unoc­
cupied and useless. The Provincial 
Government now proposes to make 
these speculative spirits pay for their 
game. So long as the amount col­
lected from the mere holders of land 
is more than that paid in by the 
users of the land the Settlers must 
gain; when this proportion ceases the 
law can be easily amended to avoid 
injuring those it was made to pro­
tect. In the meantime of course the 
speculator and his triends will heap 
maledictions on Premier Scott.

AND THE ORGANS PLAY ON.
How little sympathy Mr. Borden 

receives among his followers for his 
flirtations with public ownership is 
shown by unequivocal declarations of 
hostility from the most influential 
organs on the Opposition side. The 
Montreal Gazette, the oldest of the 
Conservative journals, goes after his 
proposal to investigate whether or 
not it is desirable to establish Gov­
ernment telegraph and telephone 
systems. Says the Gazette : “There 
“will be all through the country and 
‘especially among Conservatives, 
"those who will think that private 
"enterprise and private capital which 
"have provided this continent with as 
"efficient a telephone and telegraph 
“service as are to be found in the 
“world can be left to carry on what 
“has been so well begun, at least un­

til the country has less to do with 
“its credit and until there is a gen- 
“eral complaint that the services as 
"now managed are inefficient or un- 
“duly costly. It is not part of a gov­
ernment's duty to do that which 
“others are doing well.”

This is hardly what one would call 
vociferous applause , but it comes 
from the leader’ of the orchestra. It 
may have been purely coincident, but 
the chances are it was something 
more, that the Gazette in another 
column delivers a warning homily on 
some unsatisfactory features of the 
Australian Government railway sys­
tem and its results. Mr. Borden it 
will be remembered told the people 
oi Halifax that he had no doubt that 
if it ever became necessary to build 
another transcontinental the Con­
servative party would be prepared to 
build it as a government line, pro­
vided it were satisfactorily demon­
strated in the meantime that suçji 
line could bo made a success. This 
mild circumlocution was surely not 
of a nature to threaten the establish­
ed order of things with a socialistic 
deluge, but it was apparently enough 
to put the Gazette on the war-path. 
Forthwith it held aloft the annual 
report of the New South Wales gov­
ernment system as a solemn warning 
against public ownership herqsv and 
declared :—

“In some newspapers which are un- 
“der the impression that in govern- 
“ment ownership there lies some 
“magic spell which dissipates the 
"usual waste and inefficiency of gov­
ernment management a good deal 
("has recently appeared concerning 
“the success of public operation cf 
“the railways in Australia. The ap­
proving comment is founded on the 
“report of the New South Wales rail- 
“ways for the year ended July 81st, 
“1906, in which a balance is reported, 
“after the payment of interest on cap- 
“itnl, of .$1,692.900.ns compared with ,i

“deficit for the previous year of $175,- 
"395. Here, it is urged, is the proof 
“positive that government ownership 
“pays. The details, however, fail to 
“bear this out. It is true that the 
“passenger revenue statistics add to 
“the attractiveness of this showing, 
“the average rate being only 0.92 
“cents per mile, much less than the 
“average of the passenger rate on 
“this continent. The lowness is v, 
“part accounted for by the character 
“of the traffic, no less than sixty pei 
“cent, being suburban, and, natur. 
“ally, handled easily and cheaply. 
“The story is different when freight 
“comes under consideration. In 1906, 
“of the income of the New South 
“Wales railways, no less than 62 pei 
"cent, or $13,140,380 was derived from 
“freight. The per ton mile charge ( n 
“freight was no less than 2.23 cents, 
“or close upon 200 per cent, greater 
“than the same charge upon the rail­
ways of the United States and Can- 
"adft. In other words, the service 
“for which the Australian railways 
"received $13,000,000 would have been 
“performed on this continent 'or 
“about $5,000,000, or little more than 
“a third of the money. The excess 
“cost of freight carriage alone am- 
punted tq more than the interest on 
“the capital cost of the railways. 
“Thus, whjle the passenger charges 
“on the New South Wales railway are 
“less than on this continent, the dif­
ference is many times made up by 
“the extra charges on freight, an exT 
“cess so’ great that if the railways 
“of this continent could collect them, 
“they could well afford to carry pas­
sengers free of charge. Yet this is 
“not all. The statistics show ' the 
“average earnings of the Australian 
"employee to be nearly 20 per cent, 
"leas than the average paid upon this 
“continent. Then it is only within 
“recent years that Mr. Thomas Tail 
“took charge of the New South Wales 
“railways but the showing has been 
“anything but satisfactory. As a mat- 
“ter of fact the showing was so bad 
“that it was recognized that the only 
“way of improving matters was to =.e- 
“cure a man of ability from outside 
“and give him a free hand. If Mr. 
"Tait had had the same opportunity 
“as is given a railway manager on 
“this continent he would have made 
“an even greater success of his ad- 
“ministration.”

Clearly Mr. Borden will have some 
trouble getting his organs to turn 
on the pianissimo stops while he 
juggles with' public ownership. And 
when he has .accomplished this his 
task has only begun. He may then 
introduce his explanation of why he 
led his followers in a life and death 
struggle to prevent the building of 
a government-owned railway from the 
wheat fields to the sea.

once at least he ostentatiously refer­
red to Mr. Fowler as “my friend."

By this indifference to the feeling 
of the independent public as well as 
of the best Conservative element to­
ward these utterly discredited politi­
cians, Mr. Borden is not only nulli­
fying to a great extent the good effects 
of liis missionary tour, but is weaken­
ing his position within his own party. 
In thus formally renewing his alli­
ance with men of their ill-rèpute lie 
not only insults remonstrating friends 
but blunts hopelessly the barb of his 
charges against the government.

Of what force is the accusation that 
the Liberal party has violated the 
public trust, made by a political lead­
er who presents as his first lieutenant 
Mr. George E. Foster? And what 
must be the first thought of an au­
dience when Mr. Borden with Mr. 
Fowler, by his side prates of graft? 
Last night, for, instance, when Mr. 
Borden spoke of Saskatchewan Valley 
land deals, who could fail to think 
of that secretly given tip by “D. M.” 
and that friendly interference of Sir 
Thomas Shaughnessy which permitted 
those speculating Conservatives, who 
v/'nt with Mr. Borden on his last 
tour, to get those choice lands along 
the route of the Canadian Northern 
at such a very reasonable figure? And 
across how many minds did the mem- 
orv flash of the Carrot River lands’ 
And when Mr. Borden charged the 
government with facilitating graft in 
western timber limits, what man iii 
the audience, having Mr. Fowler in 
plain view, could pr.event the remem­
brance of those Okanagan and Kam­
loops deals, of that notorious double 
option with its $55,000 rake-off? And 
when Mr. Borden, with Jiis friend Mr. 
Fowler by his side, spoke of honor 
and decency in public life, who could 
give him credit for sincerity?

Even if everything Mr. Borden said 
about the government were true and 
capable of proof, it would avail him 
little or nothing in such circum­
stances. So long as he chooses to he 
known by the company he is nowi 
keeping, the public can take little 
stock in his “holier than thou” pro­
fessions

A POSER.
(Montreal Star.)

What would happen to Mr. Foster if 
an “old-time Liberal picked him out" 
and asked him to restate former utter­
ances on economy and integrity, and 
then requested him to say if his hand­
ling of Union Trust funds were in con­
sonance with those teachings ; or if Mr. 
Foster’s present day prosperity is due 
to his precept or his example ?

ON THE SIDE.
The Tofield Star is the latest lum­

inary in the firmament of Alberta 
journalism.

Anyway it is in the nature of bread 
to rise.

A miser worth $100,006 starved tc 
death. Served him right.

Mr. Bennett wanted to talk politics 
in court. Well, Bennett will be Ben­
nett.

Cobalt people complain of debris 
falling in the streets. Fragments ,f 
exploded booms probably.

And now the Winnipeg Telegram 
says the Toronto News belongs in the 
Liberal camp. “The most unkindest 
cut of all.”

Dr. Shearer thinks women are too 
radical. Well he is something of a 
reformer himself.

One consoling thought. If Kaid 
Maclean ever gets free he can make a 
fortune writing for the magazines.

A contemporary inquires : “What 
can be obtained from a log of wood?” 
Well, a small fortune if it be sawn 
into boards.

A Stettler man has invented a fly­
ing machine. It possesses many dif­
ferences from other aerial vehicles, 
one of which according to the inven­
tor is that it will fly.

Well perhaps the British investor 
isn’t afraid of Canadian investments 
but just at present he is not making 
himself at home here as heartily as 
we would wish.

An American tourist was caught 
chipping a piece of stone from a pil­
lar in St. Paul’s. If they could get 
near enough those fellows would be 
found knocking souvenir chips off 
the pearly gates.

Military measures having failed to 
secure the release of Kaid Maclean 
the British ambassador, will now 
proceed to demonstrate that the 
tongue of a Saxon is mightier than 
the sword of a Sultan.

Mr. Borden, Mr. Foster and Mr.
Fowier.

(From the St. John Sun.)
Mr. Borden had Mr. George E. Fos­

ter as a fellow speaker at his meeting 
in Middleton, N.S., last Saturday. He 
had Mr. George W. Fowler on the 
platform with him last night, and

AN OPINION ON MR. FOSTER.
(The North Sydney Herald.)

There can be no misunderstanding in 
regard to the passing of Mr. Foster. 
The ex-Finance Minister is admittedly 
one of the most brilliant public speakers 
in Canada, and in this particular would 
be a tower of strength to Mr. Borden. 
His usefulness, however, passed with the 
exposure of his connection with the wes­
tern lands transaction. No matter what 
the political future may have in store 
for the Conservative party, one fact is 
pertinent, and that is that George E. 
Foster is politically dead and buried.

THE DIFFERENCE.
(Montreal Herald.)

Mr. Borden says the Conservative tariff 
policy runs this way:

“A fiscal policy which will promote 
the production within Canada of all 
useful articles and commodities that 
can be advantageously produced or man- * 
ufactured from or by means of our natu­
ral resources, having due regard to the 
interests of the consumer as well as to 
the jus' claims of our wage earning pop­
ulation "

A fair statement of the Liberal tariff 
policy as exemplified in the Fielding 
tariff might be put this way :

‘A fiscal policy which will promote 
the interests of the consumer, having 
due regard to the, production within 
Cf nada of all useful articles and commo­
dities that can be advantageously pro­
duced or manufactured from or, bv 
means of our natural resources, as well 
as to the just claims of our wage-earn­
ing population."

PROVINCIAL APPOINTMENTS.

The following provincial appointments 
have been gazetted :

Justices of the Peace.
Joshua Lamarsh, of Bow Island ; James 

Irvine Brewster, of Bowden ; Robert Mc- 
Cue, of Bowden ; Christopher Cleitus 
Switzer, of Lacombe ; William Euseby 
Whiteley, of Half Way*-Lakes; John 
Whylie, of Chipewyan.

Commissioners for Taking Affidavits.
John Kerr, of Bellevue ; Herbert Les­

lie Cunningham, of Vegreville; Edward 
Archibald Lilly, of Cochrane ; William 
Garfield Holmes, of Calgary ; George 
Ralph Lane Hogg, of Arthurvale; Don­
ald McKay Murray of Okotoks; Théo­
phile Bouelin, of Diligence.

Notaries Public.
David Smith Moffat, of Calgary ; Geo. 

Henry Ross, of Calgary ; Henry Arthur 
MacKie, of Edmonton.

Stock Inspector.
A. J. Dixie, of Hardisty.

Game Guardians.
Robert Logan, of Banff; C. E. Sibbald, 

of Banff ; Geo. Harrison, of Banff.
Weed Inspectors,

J. A. McDougall, of Ranfurly ; Dilman 
Musselman, of Onoway ; Edward Hink- 
ley of Ponoka ; Louis Fleming, of Pon- 
oka.

Resignations and Retirements.
Isaac Jacobs, of Magrath ; Issuer of 

Marriage Licenses ; The Bishop of Mac­
kenzie River, Athabasca Landing, Issuer 
of Marriage Licenses ; Théophile Bouc- 
fin, of Legal, Justice of the Peace ; W. 
L. Sharpe, of Ranfurly, Game Guardian ; 
E. Guy Warner, of Cochrane, Game 
Guardian.

PLAY WAR IS DEADLY AS REAL
Vienna, Sept. 6—The long list ol 

casulaties among the troops engaged 
in the yearly army manoeuvres, now 
in progress in the neighborhood oi 
Wiener-Neustadt, has aroused wide­
spread public indignation and con­
cern. Ten deaths from exhaustion 
already have been reported, and hun­
dreds of men have been prostrated. 
In the Twenty-fifth regiment of in­
fantry alone 150 prostrations have 
been reported. The overworking of 
the troops in the excessive heat is 
responsible.

NEW CA,
The Careers of Hon. Dr 

Have Assumed Offi| 
= Public Works Jand

The two new Federal Ca 
isters sworn in last week ; 

* Hon. Dr. Pugsley, as M 
Public Works, and Hon. 
Graham, as Minister of 
and Canals, have been 
throughout Capada, with 
Both, are admitted to be t 
cat men available in the 

L and Sir Wilfrid Laurier ] 
congratulated upon, his si 
filling the vacancies in t.l: 
with such promising -new i

Hon. Mr. Pugsley’s Ce 
Hon. William Pugsley, B. 

L., St. John, N, B., and 
King’s County, N. B., and 
General for New Brunswick 
fifty-seven years of age, h; 
born on the 27th of Septet 
at Sussex, King’s county, 
father being William Pugsh 
ef of Sussex, and his m.o 
Hayward. His» father’s gi 
John Pugsley, who was ( 
descent, was one of the U 
pire Royalists, who remoi 
New York to New Brunsw 

The education of Hon. 
Pugsley was obtained in t 

» school at Sussez and at th 
s'ty of New Brunswick, his 
gree being won with honori 
Later he took the degrees oi 
and D. C. L. In his junior

won a gold medal b 
taining several scholarship 
his course, and standing se< 
close competition for the 
scholarship in 1868. He wi 
tod as an attorney àt law in 
came a barrister in 1872. a: 
next year was appointed r< 
the Supreme Court, which- p 
held , for ten years. He 1 
King’s counsel in 1891. E 
knowledge of the law has 
marked characteristic, togel 
his fluent and impressive pie

His Political Career
His legislative career bega 

with his election to the Legi 
New Brunswick-. Two years 
was chosen Speaker, and in 
became Solicitor-General. H 
ed that office in 1892, but 
elected in 1899, and became 
General in 19(Î0. which po: 
has held ever since. He* 
elected as a member for.Kinj 
ty in 1900 by a majority of 
again returned in 1903.

Mr. Graham’s Histon
Mr. George Perry Graham, 

was boni -March 31, 1859, 
ville. Renfrew county, his f; 
ing Rev. W. H. Graham, or 
pioneers of Ontario Methodis; 
cated at the public school o 
five plaee and in the high s 
Morrisbnrg, and Iroquois. _h< 
a business career with Mess 
Carman & Co., hardware m 
at Iroquois, and later was in 
ice of Messrs, Beach & Co.. 
Chester.

Mr:, Graham began his n 
career in 1880, buying the M 
Herald, a weekly paper, u 
sold in 1893 to become assis

CHINESE COME 
IN AS STUDE

Young Men Entered as 
Escaped Head Tax am 

Foothold in the Cou

Victoria, Sept. 6—When the 
ment of Canada in 1903 amène] 
Chinese immigration act by 
the poll tax from $100 to $1 
doubtless believed that it praJ 
put a stop to Orieçtal immigra^ 
this coast. Like all such rest 
measures, however, the act irJ 
tion had to be qualified to coil 
tain exceptions to the operas 
the rule, and investigations iJ 
the school board of this city 
to indicate that there are lod 
in the statute which, if they hj 
already been taken advantage 

„ open to abuse. Whatever his 
may be, John Chinaman is nej 
ficient in craft, and his» ability 
ploy subterfuges is familiar to 
who have never heard of Bret| 
and his “Heathen Chinee.”

„ Under the act the collection 
tax is waived in the case of 
ants, their wives and children] 
ists, men of science and studei 
well as of the diplomatic corn 
their retinue, etc. This has 
little abuse, because the eollecj 
Vancouver and Victoria* have 
rigorously applied the provisiol 
eluding from its benefits even 1 
holders in commercial eompanil 
had other means of livelihood 
restricting the benefits of the 
to those registered under the pJ 
ship act of the province as me id 
The same vigilance is -exercise,] 

- respect t-o the other classes ind] 
One Loophole Available.

The customs -officials, ho| 
have noticed that this year 
thirty-five Chinese boys have 

/ at Victoria under sub-section 
V- clause 6. This paragraph rea 

follows :
"Persons of Chinese origin 

ing on their arrival to be stu] 
but who are unable td produd 
necessary certificates as herein] 
provided, shall be entitled to a : 
of the tax exacted from them o 
production within eighteen mon I 
their arrival in Canada of certii 
from teachers in any school o 
lege in Canada, showing that 
are and have .been for at leas 
year bona fide students in atten] 
at such’school or college.”

Coincident, with the arrival of] 
boys, the school board of the 
Victoria was requested to p] 
teachers and accommodation id


