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A Ufa’s Experience
Or Marring a Dead Lover.

Continued.
‘I will,’ 1 replied, arid he left me.

* I did think of it and accepted it, and 
pang at a private concert the next week. 
My success was triumphant, and bo 
were Alfred Leo’s congratulations.

From that time he was not so gentle 
or so loverlike as he had boon, and I 
felt myself daily more in his power. 
I sang at concert after concert, always 
with the same success, and became, as 
bo many do, dazzled and enraptured 
with my new mode of life. 1 thought 
ot nothing but my art, until one day 
in y teacher came to me and said, ‘lies- 
ter, you must make up your mind soon.’

‘Make up mind ?' S-ûd I, in aston
ishment.

‘Ye«,’ said he, ‘whether you will 
marry mo or not.’

lI have made up my mind,’ I repli
ed ; ‘I will not marry you.’

‘Think again, Hester, before you de
cide,’ said he; ‘peo^L are beginning 
to talk.’

‘What about ?’ I asked.
‘About you and me,’ he replied.
‘Why ?’ 1 demanded, indignantly.
‘Are you so innocent?’ he said, with 

a half sneer,'. ‘(Jan you r.ot understand 
■what I mean ?’

‘1 can not,’ I replied.
‘Then I must speak out,’ said ho. 
In one moment 1 comprehended

me be your cavalier for the last tinté, 
Hester. ’ ;r *i,

The concert was a splendid one, 
and I achieved quite a triumph, but 
was astonished at being frequently ad
dressed as Mrs. Lee by the various 
loungers in tho waiting-room.

In the morning at breakfast I read 
in the paper—‘We understand that 
the fair lady who charmed us much 
last night is the young bride of our 
eminent tenor. Mr. Alfred Lee and 
that she intends following her hus
bands profession. ’

The paper fell from my hand. 
What could it mean ? I was still in 
the midst of my astonishment, when 
he entered.

‘You must choose now, Hester,* he 
said, huttiedly.

‘Have you done this ?’ I asked, 
showing him the paper.

What object could I have in telling 
a lie F he oaid. You must make it 
truth.’

‘Neycr 1’ I exclaimed.
You shall !’ he said in a low hissing 

whisper. ‘Either give me your pro* 
mise now at once, or to-morrow the 
world in which you shine shall with
draw its countenance from you.'

What could I do ? I was alone in 
the world, and in his power, my fair 
fame in his hands, and I consented.

The die was cast; l had consented 
to be Alfred Lee’s wife, and I became 
possessed with a ferv sh haste to have 

’ it over ; to enter upon my bondage, 
for such I knew well my life would be. 
I had compromised myself; at least, 
so he told me, by my mode of life, and 
ray good name was at stake ; and, to 
save it, 1 Was to marry him. I made 
no settlement of my money ; I thought 
of noue, 1 felt weary of my very ex
istance, and oared not what happened. 
I had purchased an annuity for my 
poor father, who was now embecile, 
when my uncle died, and its proceeds 
sufficed to kepp him clothed and cared 
for, Alfred Lee would have invited hie- 
friends, and had a regular convention
al wedding party ; but this I would 
not agree to. It was thus : I have 
married Willie had he been alive, amid 
the joy and congradulation of friends, 
and I could not see another in the 
place he would have tilled amid such 
rejoicings.

‘No, I said, in reply to Alfrod’s re 
pea ted urgiogs. ‘1 will marry you, 
but I will have no merrymakings over 
my misery."

‘Misery, Hester!’ said he. ‘Why 
should you be miserable in being my

veil was up, as he had raised'H, fW fois, i 
first htrsbaud’s kiss, and there, close to 
me, the rain beating full into his up> 
turned face, and his eyes fixed on me, 
stood Wiilie Thornton.

Willie !’ I gasped, staggeriog blind 
ly forward. ”, ,

'Ay,’ ho said, in]a low voice,[‘Willie 
■that Willie to whom you vowed et

ernal faith ;—that Willie who hascome 
two thousand miles to find you a noth* 
er’s wsfe. May heaven pardon you, 
Hester Burton as I do V

I saw him turn slowly away, with 
groping, stumbling step, like a blind 
person ; saw my husband lift his hat 
to him with a smile^of defiant mock. 
ery,’and knew no more till [ found 
myself at home—Alfred Lee’s home and 
mine.

Of my married life I have notmtich 
to tell ; many a woman besides^jjmy*- 
sell'has found her idle clay after she 
has^reared it; He SDUght for a long 
time to make me believe that my see
ing Willie at the church door was 
merely imagination—that I had work
ed up my fancy in believing 1 had 
seen him. I knew better ; and when 
after a litttle while, we read tho story 
of his almost miraculous escape from 
death, the subject ceased, and l went 
about a hear tless, hopeless,^despairing 
woman.

When 1 had been married but a 
very few months 1 Lund what had 
been Alfred Lee’s motive in marrying 
me—my voice and my money—for 
his reason had been a double one. 
Out of the former he expected to make 
a fortune, and the latter was very nec
essary to him, for with all his brilliant 
success ho was always poor from his

1 overhead him
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his meaning. The room seemed turn 
no further heed toround ; i had given 

what was passing around me ; I know 
not now whether he spoke tho Luth.

‘They «hall no longer talk about 
me !’ I exclaimed, indignantly. ‘I 
will leave London to-morrow.’

‘You cannot.’ he replied, ‘You are 
bound to fulfill one more engagement 
at least.’

‘I will not,’ I «aid ; T will go.’
‘And make people talk more than 

ever!' said he. 'No, Hester, you 
shall do nothing so mad. Go with me 
to Birmingham1. Sing this once, and 
then go where you will.’

1 gave my word, and he felt me, and 
I resolved in bitterness and despair to 
quit London for ever, and bury myself 
uiid my sorrow for away

‘Go at once,’ whispered my inward 
monitor. ‘Stay for nothing.
, ‘Do not b:eak your engagement,’ 

said the voice of Pride ; ‘you will give 
the world a handle to whisper, if }’0u 
do-’

I stayed, though I made prepara
tions for iuy departure, and the morn
ing of the concert came In my short 
professional career I had gone hither 
and thither, and thought nothing of 
it; now I felt ashamed, and,, aft aid-*-I 
know not why. ,

“You have kept your word, then* 
said Alfred Lee, as we met at the sta
tion. ‘I knew you wouid not be such a 
fool as to give it up.’ I shrank for 
him. and he said, with a laui.bg, ‘Let

wile ?’
‘I don't know,’ I replied ; ‘but I am,’
‘Then why marry me at all ?’ he.ask

ed .
‘You know why, Alfred Lee,’ I ox 

claimed, passionately. ‘Ain I nos 
helpless in your bauds ? Ara 1 not 
in your power?’

‘I think you are, just a little,’ lie 
returned, with some of his own gen
tleness. ‘But you need not hate me, 
Hester. You used to like me.’

I could uot answer him, and he talk 
ed me into something like composure 
ere he left me.

The morning of otir weddiog«day 
dawned, and 1 went, to the church, 
plainly dressed, in a cab with Susan 
whom I insisted on taking as a witr 
ness, much to Alfred’s disgust, who 
met us at the church door.

It was a fit morning for such a wed 
ding—storm, wind, and blinding rain. 
The church looked as comfortable ins 
side as it did oilt. Even the clergy 
man shivered as he fistened to the 
howling wind, which moaned and rat* 
tied at the casements ; and I fancied 
he looked with a curious eye at my 
pale face and dark uobridal dress.

I stood mechanically where they 
placed me, and the opening words of 
the service fell uudeeded on my ears. 
I was thinking of Willie of his lying 
so far away under the hind sea, while 
I, Hester Burton, was standing there 
to give my hand to the very” man he 
had warned me against. The words 
of the solemn adjuration, ‘I require 
and charge -you both,’ roused me from 
my reverie, and rang through tho sil
ent church with that seemed a warning 
sound.

“Any impediment 1’ I knew of none. 
Heaven pity me 1 I"knevv of none, and 
I shrank- cowering on the cushions as 
the ceremony went on; It was over 
at lusty add we/ rose. I felt my hus
band's touch mine, and heard" his ex* 
ultiug whisper,’ Mine I mine now;’

I sinned my name like one in a
dream, and passed out of the Vestry . 
1 saw ine copy of a certificate! givtin 
to my. husband, and in v oluntarily 1 
held out for if. He heMtatçfi a mos 
ment, and then- saying,"‘Oh ydu’re Veis 
come to it if you like,’ gave it to me.

1 trust it hurriedly into my pocket* 
for we had reached the church door, 
and the stem had not abated. My

extravagant habits, 
tell one of his associates one night 
that he had been prepared to carry me 
off by force, rather than not obtain 
me, and- that Willie’s loss had been 
'A devilish lucky ace dent for him.’

‘Of cojorse she doesn’t know all that,’ 
drawled his friend,
1 ‘Not fxactly,’ he replied, ‘1 flatter 
myself I played the lover capitally”.’

But l|knew it all now, and my re* 
solution1 was taken. My money he 
might have ; it was his now ; but myr 
voice was my own, and not a note of 
it should sound for his emolument. 1 
told him so wheu ho returned home, 
tor it was in the vvaitingsroom of a 
concert-room 1 had hoard the conver
sation.

‘We shall sec,’ was his only remark,
‘We shall,’ 1 replied.
Soon after this my baby was born — 

a lovely infant. 1 almost worshipped 
"him, and he b tong ht comfort to ni) 
desolate heart, aud made me again a 
ration 1 reasoning woman. Ili ;fath -v 
took out little notice of him ; and, a 
soon as 1 recovered, he began again to 
urge me to take engagements, but 1 
refused resolutely and steadfastly.

‘You must, Hester,’ he said.
‘I have made up my mind,' 1 repli

ed ; ‘L will sing in public no more.’
‘Are you mad ?’ he asked.
‘No,’ 1 repliep ; ‘1 am coming to my 

senses at last, 1 think.’
‘If you will not sing you must 

starve,’ said he; ‘for 1 have uo money1, 
and may he arrested any day

No money ! All my fortune gone in 
little more than twelve months, and 
my husband in danger of an arrest!

He was not, however, arrested at. 
that time ; but we had to give up our 
house, and take lodgings.

Too soon I discovered that for the 
fortune I should have to provide for 
myself, for but little of Alfred’s earn
ings found its way into my pocket. 
I looked about me for pupils, and suc
ceeded in getting" a few ; I pleased 
them, and thè number- gradually in
creased, until, by the time Lai been, 
man icd three years, I was maintaining 
my7self and child, and very frequently 
my husband as well, by my earnings. 
He had used every argument, even 
violence, to make me retun to my pro
fession, but in vain, and treated me 
with uniform coldness and contempt. 
There was no love between us ; any7 
affection I fancied 1 felt had died out 
M the cnurch door when Willie Thorn
ton’s pale face rose botwoen us like a 
messenger from the dead ; and my life 
was a weary burden, with nothing but 
hard duty” before me on my way.

One morning, Alfred came in hur« 
riefiJy, pod said, in au agitated tone,) 
SiÉfot'v fckv-eflio what giojiqy youJiqye 
1 must go."

To be continued.
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1 I most respectfully take leave to cal 
the attention of the Public generally to 
the fact, that certain Houses m New 
York are sending to many parts of the 
globe SPURIOUS IMITATIONS of 
ray Pills and Ointment. These frauds 
bears on their labels some address in 
New York.

I do not ahow my medicines to bo 
old in any part of the United States, 

have no Agents there. My Modi*
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cines are only made by un, at 533 Ox- 
sord Street London.

In the books of directions affixed to 
the spurious make is a caution, warning 
the Public against being deceived by 
counterfeits. Do not be misled by this 
audacious trick, as they are the coun 
terfeits they pretend to denounce.

These counterfeits are purchased be 
unprincipled Vendors at one half the 
price of my Pills and Ointment, and arc 
sold to you as my genuine ediciues.

I most earnestly appeal to that sense 
of justice which L feel sure I may ven 
ture upon asking from all honorable 
persons, t'o asist me, and the Public, as 
far ns may lie in ttieir power, in de* 
nouaciug this shameful Fraud.

Each Pot and Box of the Genuine 
Medicines, bears the British Govern
ment Stamp, with the words “ Hollo* 
way’s Pills and Ointment, London ’ 
engraved thereon. On the label is the 
iddress, 533, Oxfor Street, London, 
where alone they are manufactured. 
Holloway's Pills aud Ointment bearing 
any other address are counterfeits.

The Trade Marks of those Medicines 
are registered in Ottawa. Hence, any 
one throughout the British Possessions, 
who may keep the American Counter
feits lor sale, will he prosecuted.

Signed THOS HOLLOWAY 
533, Oxford Street^ Loudon,
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