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would not have commended bim to
many particular people. What I told
him, therefore, as we rode back em-

assurance of an answer. There was re
ally but little to arouse my suspicions, |
and yet I was agog with curiosity.
entered the castle courtyard and open-

{dead fingers I lLad taken the second

sheet of the mysterious document, se
pregnant with interest, but from the
bands of the living I could not doubt
that the first had been violently torn In
the course of a struggle in that silent
chamber., Terror had surprised the ras-

cal at his work—the terror of that sud

den and fearful dissolution, of that
buwped and pitiful body fallen on the
And here now with two ends of

tloor.

legve the matter where it stood. [ was
resolved to confrout fate and to enter
the lists against those undetermined
enemies. 8o far they had kept very
silent, working only in the dark, but [
swore then and there to meet them,

braced but the genetal atmosphere of
intrigue in which [ was involved. The
word that stuck in his mind was “bur-
glary,” and it greatly excited him.

“Shall we have the police over?” he
asked anxiously,

But, strangely enough, although the
- | thought had occurred to me more than
once, it was almost in old Kesteven's
words that [ replied:

“I'cere are none nearer than Ray-

silently.

taken. I saw nothing of the captain,
at least at the castle, and for some
reason or other I feit no desire to re-
visit bim just pow. He had evidently
forgotten my invitation, nor did I re-
mind him of it when we met casually
upon the read the day after Montgom-

ed the door of the dining hall. The first
object that met my eyes was Mont- |
gomery sprawling upon the table and
stertorous with drunken sleep. Plates
were laid for two, and empty botties
upon the table testified to a generous
lunch. Leaving him for a moment, I ]
ran upstairs and pushed open my door
As I did so there was an ex-
clamation, and I entered and came
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