byl afiies

ch Strange quc 3
Of a. Helpless Ship.
And a Blind Cew

HB orgy was finished. “The last

| sea song had resounded over
the smooth waters of the bay;

.- the last drunken shout, oath
and challenge were' voiced; the ast
ﬂzhtelﬂndhhelplesanenaum
{in amity: and the red

deck, snoring.

Though the burrei of rum broached_
on the main batch was buc slightly |ite
beavy. |

" lowered, their sleep ' was
&urvy tainted men at the end of a
Cape  Horn passage  may uvot- drink
long or deeply. Some lay. as they. fell.

face npward others on their sides for | .
-on,their backs -

awhile, then to.roll over.
aud =0 remain until the sleep was

human body rest easy om a hard bed
with wo pillow. And as they nlqn
through the tropic ntght{‘tle‘,!n

in the east rose. bigher ‘and

passed overbead and dlsl

bind e thicken B

#ky, buat before lt !

ﬂdian its cold, che lm

worked disuttowly dz‘ the e% or.t
tleepiag men.

Captain Swarth, domuumr of the
lawiess crew, prone _apom the .
deck. was the first to waken.
was pain in his bead. pain in his eyes,
which were swollen. and & ‘whistling
fymult of sound in bis ears roming
from the .Plutonian  darkness  sut-

pounding, hixn.. while a - jarring vibra |

of the deck heneath him apprised
ghm ;wtmming b::?n {bnl i}:ll;e apehor
£ gzing. As be sjaggered toshi>

a violent pressure of wind burled

against the wheel to which he
flue.

"An bands. therel” he roared. ,“Up
hth you all! ‘Go forward nnd pay out
#h the cbainf

’Bhgmu. oaths and growis auswered
ﬁn.nnﬂb*eheudtbenaul voice of

mate ting his order. “Angel,”
called, “get: the other anchor over
glve l:er all of both ébains.”
aye, sir,” answered the mate.
"hend a lantern forrard. ﬁm Can’t
#pe OUT noses.’’ .
‘“Steward,” _veﬂed tbe cnpuh.
'Vlu'e are yoa? Light op a deck
2 and the binnagcle!”
e the steward’s voice close
and sound of
Hghts : goved from their places.
. .u the opening and closing of the

nionway. = He mld
:; knew that tﬁe Stewar

mbelow to_his storeroom. h
v mmmaohﬂelcam :

It rang out lgahp q;

1 |‘ten thounnd ‘black cats.
‘matter with you?"

| .drunker."

! Capyright by the, Century Company. |
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-

were sprawled around oa the tnoz'ﬁti
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¥.

iid th. Kmemnar An«wn lay
we can feel the heat-o' the sun:in
east. and west enough to make a mr

_Success at the eonru.‘ ‘But it won’t

coms to that. Some of ps‘l\he able :o
See pretty soon.”

It was wild talk, bntthedemomiw A4
mate needed encouraging. He answer-.

| ed with a steadier voice, "Lm.ky we

__gm b; on deck, ‘Angel; we're
> 'he said. “lt's darker than
{What's the

‘Oansouseethe Hght, Bill? lcanL
l’m blind as the steward or l’

“No. s it 1it?  Where? The men’
say they‘re blind too.” -

*‘Here, forrard end o’ the table.”

The captain reached this end, search-
ed with his: hands and burned them -
on .the hot glass of a lantern. - He ve-
moved the bow) and singed the hair on
‘his werists. The smell came to- bis !

.‘u' : :

‘nostrils.
¢k, NWOD' he. groaned.
gel,;;z the moon. . We're moonstruck '
—moon blind.  And we're adrift in'a
s8qQ . 1
“IeN only usz a few days. boys’
‘sald the captain bravely. “We

got in grub and water yeste!

S5 \you are, Angel. - No .incm
this h on to-us, why, we'll find
sgme of our rrlendé over in the Bight. |:
and they’l} know by our rig that some
thing’s wrong. F'landers is somewhere
on the track—you know he went back
to the nigger bnsiness—and Chin}'put
a slave deck in his hold down Rio"way |
last spring.  And old man Slack—I did
bhim a service when 1
corvette that was after: hlm. and he's
gratefpl. Hope we'll meet- him. ' I'd

! cather meet Chink than Flanders in

the dark, and 'I'd trust a Javanese
tradex before either.” -
"S’pm we run-foul of u buudo"r’
“We'll have to. chance it  This
coast’s full o’ them {oo, Great gums,
man!° Would you drift-around and do

"shouldn’t bave slept in the moonlight ..
Am these‘latitudes. Drop tbe léad over. | ’

one of you--wenther side. The devil !
knows where we're drifting. and the(
small anchor won't hold now,  We'lll |
save it." Ome man, more self pos.
sused thm the rest. had dropped the '

over:the dide. An able seaman

‘no eyes to heave the lead. §
‘A~ quarter ‘six!”. he sang out, and
then plaintively: “We'll fetch up on
the Barrier, capt'n. S’pooewetry:n !
-get the other hook over.” ...

“Let the anchor alone!” roared the =

captain.” “No anchor chain’ll bold in |

gj&: bottom do |

'“we'u blow-
" We've been
fetch up on '

i “-'~e s; i
Igin it -", e
: :\éu;\ fhere.”-

*“No bottom.” was called repeat,edb
until the ceptaiu sang out, “That'll
the lead!” Then the leallsmap . coihp
gp the line. and they heard his rasp-
ing, unplusu& voice, cursing softly
but fiercely to himself. Captaip, Swn#h
descended the stairs, silenced the stew-
ard with a- blow. felt of the c)oy&
hands, secured his pistols and returp-
ed to'the deck.

“We'rd at sea,” he said. "rwo Iunds
to the wheel. Loose and set the fore-
topms& staysails and the foretopsail.”

"WMt for?" they answered compllin

"No lrguments"' y_elled Swarth,

They knew. their captain,. and they
knew the ropes on the blackest of dark

Blind men climbed aloft and
w’;r foot ropes and gaskets. Blind

, men on deck felt for sheets, hal;uﬂs

and braces, and in ten minutes the
sails were set and the brig was charg-
ing wildly along before the gale, With
two blind men .at the wheel endea fh -
ep her straight by the rig

"h' & wiiid on their faces. o

the winq,as mpc,b on the port
qurter as you' can without bmew
tol” yelled the captain in their
snd they answered and did their but.

*Where're ye goin’, Bill?" asked the
ulﬁ ‘vetkly as %e scrambled up, 1o

m out-w sea and, unless we get
our eyes back soon, right across to the
Bight of Qenin 3,000 miles from here.

; v'w.’v‘ no_ business on this coast in

8y thix G_!? udl Basl maore to

: ﬁﬁ?‘ RSt mld ulmt’?‘kni as we get
8 {"over By the vﬂml e
1B | square awny

nnrhor. and b M
had Dl!"-d. Sy ¢

| second sand glass,

this eondition.” What ails you, Angel?
Lost your negye? ‘Brace up. We'll get
used to it Get a couple of hands aft

| ang_ heave tbe log. We take our de

parture from Kittredge Poiut, Barba:
dos. jsland. at 6 o'clock this morting
of the 10th October. . We'll keeo a
Geordie’s log' book wm: a Jackkmre

»m::uc 5

- They hove the log for him. It was
ed for 2 now uselesy Nenty-eight
Swarth replaced ‘by a spane chr
ter held to his ear in the compaqgm
way. It tickéd even' seconds,
when tmtrelgi:t of them bad pmﬂ
h- called *Stop!" The markings on
 tbat bad slipped tbrough) ".tllo
lnmn indicated eight knots.
"hvep. allowing for wild s

¥ mmmrx.:: e

. 'we know ’
by east seven
meﬂuna no varistion o°’
w these seas, and
us clear of! Gpe
Just as fut as the men o8
nlttho'hoelv!,o’llpﬁedlli ’
get all ;-n o this goo 1
i it A the sonth-
tradel, ‘'w n‘ govd. ‘We can

A 2y acrost-ou the trade wind

weé hit soimething, of course.
“You sece, it blows almort o of the

then we'll -
u~ Wi need (6 We'll
m-mc sﬂn |l o e prades. bo lhhg

this. Keep.that lead_a-going, Tom | !
doue, for in no other position may the | F : 4

Blind Men Clinibed Aloft and Felt For
Foot Ropes and Gaskets.

nothing? ' Anywhere east of due south
there’s no land nearer than Cape Or- | .

ange, apd that's; 350. miles; from here.
Beginning tomorrow noon, we'll take
deep sea sanndings until we strike .the
trade wind.”.

The nezto cook felt his way throngh
the preparing of meals and served:
them on time. The watches were Bet,
and sail was put on thesbrig as fist as
the. men: became; accnstomed to, the:
new way of steering. .. Before night-
fall on that first day uuy were scnd-

er ‘foresail, topédl aﬁd iop
g;l mn wd malp j:%
spanker ' and
adding its aﬁdto tbe fmtopmm stay-
sail in Keeping the  brig  before the
seas which oceasionajly

board. i

the exception of a/ few

a ‘querulous, whining dis-
content. ~ Yank Tite, the carpenter,
maintained ' through' it all a ‘patient
faith in 'the captain and, in so far as
his influenice could be felt, acted as a
foil to. the, irascible, fault§nding Tom
Plate, the forecastle lawyer. the man
who hld ‘been at the lead lipe at Bar
bldoa. ?

Mo marked timself for future at-
tenition by insolent and disapproving
comments on the orders of his su-
periors and a habit of moving swiftly
to another part of the deck directly
he bhad en, which prevenud the
angry ca

day through
cloud, it
eya.'ahd’. hoondheﬁ
neckerchiefs, apph'ing meanwhile snch
remedies as forecgstle lore could sug-
gest. The captain ‘derided these reme-
dies, but frankly conf his ignor-
1nce of anything but time as a means
A solheye edgnqsuf
fel'eQ ‘nmnﬁ a three % damp gale
and a’fourth day’s degd. ealf). when
the &g rongd scuppers. nndqr with all
sail set, ready for the unext breeze. It
came, cool, dry and faint at first, then
b er—fhe tpmistakable trade wind,
ey bozed the briz about and brag, -
stutrp on; the starboard tack, Steer-
tnt n by the feel o [ the. and
the rattling of shaking meegu ‘lafg. =
'l"be‘y ‘took ‘occasional deep’ und-
ings with the brig sbaking in the wind,
tggt. m«ﬁ: hattomr%:d at %@
fifteen days a longer beas
ground swell was evidence to Captain

‘Swarth’s mind that, he was passing

Cape S8t. Rogue. and the soundlngc
were discontinued.

*No- use_ bothering about St Paul
rocks or the Rocas, Amgel.” said be.
“They rise, out 0’ the deep sea, Wpd 1if
we're. to hft. soundings won't warn us
in ‘time”

One day Yank Tate appeared at ﬂlc
c.nflfnl elbow and soggested ‘15 2

fow voice that he exa )  ami
ure chests in the ’tveewm =i Sers .

- down stowing away some oakum,” be

: ‘::‘ ;Ttun xgrg 1e:‘a&¥‘ ! reoliih

Muu’o

_{n and. fosnd ‘bis keys miasing

T Toliea e aee pgage | o

a8 ever, .,

nmy ruknd the dh-mms
o but wait. He |

cep still ghout 16

r an they um'd

that the trade wind

was blowif gré friin (e south than 1
tie had lllpm for the carain hronght

m 4

{the ,
mlrk
{ 1 measurement which startled him,

£ ed bim to furl topsails and toretop- |

"4 the barometer; -

g bd“ﬁtﬁ‘udévalfﬂw ;
zmnncnnieﬂttan groaned that hei| p
to. -bathe his! mmmp mﬁ

geldq ug

Lad lifted bis' ba
vyes and had ummistakably seen the
‘un_four ints the port qmrter
but his eyes were worse now and he
~ould not'do it again. -
“Four points off 1" excmmd swmn.
‘Four o’cleck in the afterncon! That's
juss: about where the sub ought to be
J,ygnm due east and far enough south
1, :the line to bring cool vgeathar.
\\ Ye're pot far from Ascension. Never.
new the sou-east trade to act iike this-

rore Must ha' been blowing ont o
the sou-west-half the time.” -

‘A 'week: later they; were hove: to on
the 'port tack, with.a cold: zale (#
‘wind .screaming through the
it was the ﬂr’t &m the endly
'trade wind, and S b confessed fo
‘fiimself that he was qut of his reckon-
ing, but one thing he was sure ‘of—
ithat this was a cyclone with a danger-
ous center.

The brig labored heavﬂy durlnx t.he
lulls as the seas rose. Captain Swarth

t below and smashed the glass' of
aperoid - barometer, which might
‘tell bim roughly of the air density.:
Feeling of the indictor and jndging by
e it made with the center,
by a ring at the top, ho. Wnd

Setting the adjustable hand aver the

fﬁdlcntor for future referénce, he Te- | |
! turned to the deck, ill at ease. A fur-

ther, lowering of the barometer indoe- | l
mast staysail and allow the bﬂg to
nde under a storm spanker i

1’ 'said the ‘captain, shouting |

into the mate’s ear, ‘‘there’s only ome

thing to account for this, We're,

the right tack for the southern océn. ‘
but t.he storm cenfer 1s overtaking us
faster than we can drift away from. lt. |
We must séud out of its way.” |

“'With' ‘the best two helmsmen at the ;
wheel they sped before- the wbwt i
forfour hours.,

“Keep the wind as nuch on th port
quarter as you, dare,” ordered aynml. |
“We're simply sailing around the cen-

| ter and perhaps in with the vortex.” ;

Inafewhonrsmorethmmleu‘
téry in the blast and a. ﬂitht\rlu in

+*1 was right.” said t.hecap&lin. “The
ter vﬂl pass us now. We're out of

m mht the brig around amid

Whese am 17° SMp ahoy! Where: am
I?" There was no answer, ‘i’ A

*Draw .2 -bucket of watet. on ot

you,” be oniamd.

This 'as‘dong, and be lmmersod hi-

band The water was warm. =

“Gulf stream!” he yelled frantically. l

“Gulf- stream{’ How  didi we get up

hera? We ought to. be down negr St. I

Helena. -

~"We were blowh out of the nort.h

e-tnme o' the bay, Angel, instead ofz

th, south, .a we thought. I wll Iool
by the soundings.  This is & "NWest |

around Hatteras.” 5

- The crew . DOwW put the bﬂg on the
starboand tack and took hourly spung-
ings with the deep sea lead. As they
‘pauled it in for the fonrth time the
nui calléd that the water was cold,
and - on ‘the ‘next sounding ‘the ledd |
reached bottom at iinety fathoms. ' j: |
Ne're. mdde tbe ntreT: and. the |
dred fathom carve, gel., The

storm llingus,"saidﬂie
ctpmﬁ. "I Enow pretty wdl wbem T
am, * These storms follow ‘an invaria le
track, and 1 Judge the Center 1% t0.
edst of us; moving north. We'll aquare
awdy with the wind on the starboard
qml'tq now, and if we pick op the |

p and the glasg don't rise l’ll bo
to mrn ip."”

s (Y too much for ne, Biil” amver
ed Mr. Todd wearily. “I can navigate, |
‘but 'this ain't navigation. This 18 “bllnd
man’s but* : i

"1t ‘'was ‘nearly "breakfast ime now, |
-and the men would soon be eating. |
'With . bis  pistols in  his ‘coat pockets

!

";‘900 om';hl! tllé Eeys Ylnﬁ iad'. of.

. the wind nurw abeam, nud the biig

Al 'ﬂh; ddy and tie wizht tollowing
| e eliose 16 lie "in bis ﬂurl%b«l state: -_
roons with his face bandaged in- oily | 'arg

‘the ;captain, statioped himself . hﬁ
re entrance to, the, forecastle and Hs-
temed to comments on his tolly and |
bad !umumblp which/ ucendoa, from |
below. nhﬂr the Msbo'v!ég,ﬂ Tom

‘thedeck\nchdeniod
:th‘.mtdl.uduc;dh . dr?‘
Bl oo ol.
Ria- kg

. of the Tope,” sald Swarth.. -
T YBh<what < & runnin’ bowho-

who _yt‘m arg, bnt yon

t'nqudx‘g?‘x

;.Twpmm%#

g coffee. it brought ap T
volumarv shriek of agony from him.

“loths.  In' the ‘moming e removed .
the, bandages and took in the sight of
!zk ﬂamﬂmm Htrings nhd his ck;lhm E
Iucn 'um oii the books. i wus u ‘10:

' what you left behind.” he
z an;bodyconldeverseem-uof‘

s virtpe inihet coffee

Indla cy¢lone, and were somewhere

f'nn.-owe'uuomunp. Let Tom,

nn||" T

-not been
_there, ~distorted the l::t

tho lmpgt!" sang ovt ~ i,

| side where the co!ee had W P BOAVE 1
ed to a largcr- angry bliitor., ! e"“t b

deck.
m‘l‘hteemﬂesoﬂonthopotfbow was
a large. square bowed, squaré nrded
ship, hové to, and heading away from
them, which be 'a frigite'or a
Susidized Buglishman with, wmd

_ports.

>, Angel Todd stobd near, his cnn rsb K

ing in bis hand and his elbow on the
companionway. Forward: the ﬂt&:b
sat about in coils of rope and llle!ta!‘

ed nooks or walked the deck unsteadi-

ly,'and a glance aloft showed tlii cap-
tain his rigging hanging in bights and
yards pointed every way. ‘The same
zlance apprised him of an English en-

. sign, ‘union down, at the endef the
standing spanker-‘zaff, with the hal
yards made fast high above the reach
! of bungling blind fingers. - Tom Plate
was coming aft with none of the besi-
tancy of the blind and squinting aloft
at the damnged distress signals ;

He secured another ensign—Ameri-
can—from the flag locker ‘in’the booby
‘hatch and ‘boisted it, union down,'ib
plaee of the otlier.  Thea e dropped .
to the deck and: looked imto! thupiltol
of Captain Swarth. .

“Hands up, Tom P}ace, over yhur
head, gmick!"

White in-the race. Tou ohend.

“Mr. Todd,” called the captain. The
mate came quickly.

“What mm;ings did you get at the
lead ‘whea ‘we, yere'blow quﬂ" ask-
ed the captain of Tomi ‘P
water did you "hive when you ung
oul ‘a quarter six’ and ‘a qmrm !m
six!"’ '

“N-n-one, capt’'n. There ’t an:
bottom.. I jess wanted to gét you to
drop the other nchov and bold her off
muet- ;

“How long lmvo you been nying sig-
nnll of distress, Tom Plau?"

“Ever since 1 could see—second day !

out, aﬂ'”

our ldea in keeping
bontlt‘! t could you
ing taken aboard a man-of-war?”’

“F didn’t want to have all the work
piled .on me;jess 'cause 1 could see,
capt’n. la)pptpatuynnderxo.zm
that night and didn’t get it so bad.”

“You sneaked intomyroen,goé
keys and raided the tre‘s
You know what the m
that? ' Death'without trm." A nuch
brouglit’ to"'light''a tobaéto pouch in

still

| which were about Gfty unset dismonds
.| and a few well jeweled solid goMd:or- |
' naments, which the captain pocketed. !

“Not,-much of a haul,,

“1 only took my share, sir. d. no

, ; ¢
| harm. T didn’t want to be & ’

round wi' blind men. How'd I'ksow
“§ad mistake, Tom. A1l ‘we ‘wanted,

;umwungoodscawnw&lut

coffee... Mmmhmm

+ the, dog-
| tors, haven’t lparned, .& N TR
| yow've earned your. finish.”

“Capt’n, . yon can’t dpul: 'l'ho lnp
are me,” stuttered :

“P%y they are. 1 Beard ;on all
grwﬁng yesterday mornthg. ‘Yeu're'a
| packof‘curs. TNl get another: créw.
Mr. Todd,” he ¢, “steward told me
be was out of :a¥ce, S0 We'll hreak 2
Ing out ¢' the lazirette. It's g”vy

’

!

gdibybo-,

| 817,335 to

Forty-eight hours later, when the lasé
wakening - vision, - among jthe twenty
men bad taken cogniz ot the
Iy iobect alpft, the' body of Torh Plate
was drop into the sea.

QUI'STION 0l" RUSS!A’S ERMH

e -

Amsterdam, March 8—Before the war,
Holland used to buy large quantities of
Russian grain, “as will be seen from the
figures of the grain receipts at the port of
Rotterdam: In the year 1913 the total
‘wheat receipts amounted to 2,018,258 tons,
of which 691,725 tons ‘came from' Russia
and 837,229 from the United States. In
' 1914 the total receipts decreased to1,353,-
650 tons, those from Russia’to 570,081,
and those from the Tnited States to 520,-
886 tons. Since that year the shipments
from Russia have been stopped entirely:
This has ‘also been the case with rye,

’barley, corn, and “oats.
.' The total recexpts of rye in the y2ar- |

1913 amounted to 554,278 tons, of which
570,081 tons came frompRussia and 11,-
826 from the United|States. In 1914 these
figures decreased to 554,278, 157,454, and
30 464 tons respectively. For the United
States, there hasj;beéen a, slight increase

(in 1915 to 41,799 tons) ; which, however -

was not at large enough to ¢ounterbalance
the lackiof Russian supply.” Total receipts
' of barl
of which 625,577 tons came
from Russia and 34,326 from the United
States, For 1914 these figurés were 441,-
548,255,804, and 33, 543 fons respectively.
In 1915 the barley receipts from the
{United States increased to 54,118 tons,

Of corn the 1913 total was 742,553 tons,
the Black Sea sending 86,631, the United

Swes 165,394, .In 1914 the total wns424, /

947, Black Sea aendmg 46,725, United
Staies 54,582 ; 1915, total 880626. United
States 327,862. . In corn alone, therefore,
the cutting-off of Russian supplies was
| made good by. increased shipments from
your country. Of oats, Russia sent 215,

850 bushels in 1913 and oniy 84,0004in 1914
none afterward : whereas the United States
sent us 47,121 bushels .in 1913 and. 18,575
in 1914, wuth the slight increase tc 28,534
in 1915, - During 1916 and 1917, Holland’s
import of all grains combined has decreas-
ed to a.much smaller total even than 1915.

| —New York Evening Jost.

* No man wants to be too hard on 'his
children’s follies.,” “Then, if I marry

: , your daughter, can I expect you t:o make

proper allowances for her"'——Baltmm
' American.

“ Billy boasts of always going to the

: jbottom: in anything he undertakes.”

Y it..il;
"Mako a hangman's noose “in tho ond
\ " of the rope.”.

here, rig & whip te the spanker gaff
He can see.”

“Aye, aye, sirl” tnswered the mate.
“Get a single block and a strap and a
gant liné’ out o’ ithe bo’s'n’s- locker,

'rom." 0 T
Tom sécured the r and climbing
;htltan‘ out. of x_hem m:gg,m
directly over rette hatch, |
?;?torwnqlotmbinncle. /Then he
overhauled the rope untn it reaebol

“Come up here on the poop,” caled

‘lhkolhltﬂhluwu&nﬂumd

| dmber NiteR? ' No, me.” he yelled as
um oﬁmml face; “you. @q\
Qﬂu@!zmt" b ot

'Pl.nm-dyourmlnnddnw

' Hodtse, inarticalate’ mu ‘bums
'trom the throst of the man, ended by’
ahlow oo m;am of. mmmmm

to it gim
fa uu mi tm'm-

5

mln

v

* Good gracious! and I've just accepted
, an invitation to go out rowing with bfm."
— Baltimore. Ameérican.

HOW THE TROUBLE
STARTS

If more people knew liow. Rhenma-
tisni and kindred ills started there would
be infinitely less suffering. ;

‘Tt should be a’' matter of popular
kunowledge that the blood stream com-
pletes. ithe circulation:.of the body in
approximately three minutes, gather-

“ing up waste matters. . It is the function

of the Kidneys to remove these impuri-
ties or poisons from/ the blood and
eliminate them from the body. Should
there Be any derangement of the
Kidney action the poisons are not elimi-
nated but ‘are carried around again .in
the blood stream, to accumulate slowly
and occasion sickness and distress.
Then follow pains in the back, in the
region of the Kidneys, Rhgumntism
comstint lheadaches, andithe) wmiy
complaints arising from derangements
of the Kidneys or Bladder. First, the
Knineyg must be put in order and until

" these organs are healed and'régulatéd

‘ho réal health is possible. Gin Pills
containt ' the ‘medicinal ‘and tonic pro-

' pertie’sﬂxaf the Kidneys regnire,,
" You can get Gin Pills at all dealers— |

30c a box or 6 boxes for $2.50or a
sample| will be sent free ‘npon-

to the National Drug & Chemical
C:nada.!.imxtgd,'l‘otmb.orbm 95

i % add_m. mumn s“w W.N.g 124

in the 'year 1913 amounted to -

-
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