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Our Ottawa Letter
The—Militia-Estim-a-tes—Getr- Sam Hughes ar"a'Vaudeville Star—Changes in 

Homestead and Pre emption Law
By Tlie Huide Special Correspondent)

Ottawa, May 8.—The event of the 
week in Parliament occurred on Thurs 
day when a day was spent in tlie prv 
liminary consideration of the estimates 
of lion. Sam Hughes, minister of mill 
tia. As anti'-ipated. there was a great 
deal of criticism and no headway was 
made with the votes, altho the house 
sat until midnight. The proceedings 
thruout most of the day lacked decorum 
and were classed by_ more than one 
member and observer as a “vaudeville” 
performance. The minister prefaced 
the consideration of tlie various items 
which make up an expenditure of well 
on to eleven millions, apart from the 
money to be spent on tlie construction 
of drill halls and armories, which is 
included in the public works estimates, 
with a general statement. Tlie speech 
of the minister was characteristically 
warlike. With customary force lie main 
tained that nothing was so good for 
the country as ail the militarism it can 
afford to pay for. “My plan is.” he 
said, “the building up of the youth and 
beauty of tlie country in manhood, 
physically, mentally, morally 'and, T 
have not the slightest doubt spiritually. 
Far in tlie rear comes the question of 
defence. T have pointed out on manv 
previous occasions that, if war were to 
lie wiped off the face of the earth and 
peace were to reign, 1 would still lie 
in favor of having a Vndet system and 
of having the youth and hrnntv of the 
country trained in physical develop­
ment and in the art of carrving them 
selves properly.”

Boy Soldiers
The minister proceeded to take great 

credit to himself arid the department 
for tire manner iri which tlie cadet corps 
thruout the country have been svste 
niafized and developed. During tlie past 
year 44,fi80 cadets bave been drilled, 
equipped and inspected. fob Hughes 
then intimated indirectly that in tire 
event of war these mere youths would 
be expected to take the field, for he 
said: “When 1 point out that manv of 
tire men who fought in the ranks at 
Alma: especially in the Welsh regiments 
who fought at Waterloo; who fought 
during flip American war. were sixteen 
years of age and upwards -Wolfe him­
self was only sixteen when he entered 
the army—it will be seen that bovs of 
sixteen years of age and upwards make 
very gond «oldlers. and it will he real 
ized what an asset these cadets are for 
the defence of the Dominion of 
Canada. ’ ’

Tiie minister grew particularly en­
thusiastic when he came to tlie matter 
of the eonstrupfion of drill halls. He 
described them as the «eeondary and 
continuation sidiool for the public school 
of the village. They kept boys and 
girls from gadding about Hie streets un 
controlled, “and going into these 
nickel shows.” Tlie cost of drill halls, 
ho said, had been much criticized. The 
cost of each mile of the Transcontinen 
tal Railway would build ten drill halls. 
In other words, said the minister, we 
"onld have one drill tiall every 
ynrd^ from the Atlantic to the F 
if we load put into drill halls the money 
spent on the N.T.R. “1 am not «:iv 
ing,” he continued, ( “ that this would 
tie a good expenditure of money.' tint, 
if properly distributed thrufiut the 
country, a few drill hails built with 
some of this money would have done 
r>o harm. The money «pcnt\upon the 
Newmarket Canal woubKhavo built lfiO 
splendid drill halls. The -post of t 
Quebec Bridge would represent ' fully 
1/'00 drill halls. Even the Sawdust 
wharf would represent two. and the late 
lamented Technical Commission would 
represent two.”

The reference by the minister to the 
Technical Education Commission, which, 
under the chairmans! p of Professor .1. 
XV. Robertson travelled thru Europe, 
the T'nited States and Canada to secure 
data which ha« been ini-- r:.orated in a 
very valuable report now recel-, ing the 
consideration of the government, was a

er*. TinferHina* c . aefi ind ica tes

interested m 
of the educa 
-tatu- nf the 
to make peo 
the neccsMty 
hall in everx

per

that lie is not as much 
tae uplift and betterment 
t ional, me ntal a n>1 moral 
people as Ih> would ib-ire 
pie believe when urging 
fur the placing of a drill 
community, no matter Imw small.

Col. Hughes maintained that t li 
centage of the total revenue being spent 
at the present time on militia i* less 
than it has been at any time since cun- 
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Liberal Criticism

Tlie chief opposition criticism of the 
day came from Fred Pardee, the chief 
Liberal whip, who spoke in the evening. 
Mr. Pardee placed the proposed expen­
diture for the current fiscal year, inclml 
ing drill hulls and armories, at $ 1Btil,
.375 as compared with ,*7,ftOO.»22 for Hu- 
last year of the Liberal administration 
He said the calculations of tin- Minister 
show that his mind is obsessed with 
drill halls, soldiers and drill. He can go 
no further and see no further, lie does 
not seem to realize that what the people 
want is a fair expenditure for militia. 
but.whaTIhey want still more is to have 
tlie revenues of this ÎTutïïiïiîbn used fur 
the development of our latent resources. 
and riot for the promotion of a warli <• 
spirit. The minister, he said, wholly 
mistakes the temper and ideas of Un­
people of Canada if lie continues on the 
same line lie lias been following since 
1 !H 1. In Onto rio alone he lias spent 
$1.104,8(10 on drill halls, mostly in sm.-ill 
places. Tin-si- drill hall* tin- minister 
says have been put up so that flu- young 
men might meet at night to receive 
physical instruct inn and nlioxe all that 
they may meet tin- young ladies and 
have a good time during the evening. 
But, with the exception of two places, 
these halls built in Ontario fur tlie ml 
Lure of the youth and beauty of t lie 

•qirovinee have been cstabli-lieii where 
Conservative candidates were returned 
iri HH 1. As for the rest of the place-., 
the young may grow up stunted, tin 
trained, undrilled, but the minister 
would do nothin' for them.

The European Trip
F. B. Carvel! devoted particular alien 

t inn to the ex pi adit lire on tin- In adquar 
tors staff and to the-trip of the mini-tcr 
and twenty one officer- last summer to 
take in the manoeuvres abroad. He 
maintained that this w a - nothing more 
nor less tlian a pleasure jaunt for tin- 
mini -11-r and his friends and would riot 
result in any good to tin- country.

[lr. Neely, of Humboldt, said the 
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, good money for iri the many years of 
their experience. The minister he said, 
takes himself -o seriously, both in the 
house arid out of it that In- b last la- 
corning a joke iri the country but. th< 
expenditure that is being carried on iri 
his department and under his direction 
is much too expensive a <• for tin- 
people to enjoy

Homestead and Pre emption Law
iYai-ti'-ally the entire Wednesday sit 

ting of the house was given rrvrrrrrttie 
considérât ion of Hon Hr. Roche'e bill 
to amend the Dominion I.and- Act. This 
legislation I.as been introduced as the 
r' - , t of repr< entêtions made on b.ehalf 
of home“t<-adcrs and holder* of pre­
emptions iri the West, who con. :
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Improved

Sub-Surface Packers
Balance of the stock carried by Canadian 
Moline Plow Company, is offered at the fol­
lowing prices.

24 Wheel Heavy, weight 1600 lbs. $60.00
24 Wheel Light “ 1400 “ $50.00
20 Wheel Heavy -“ 1400 “ $55.00
20 Wheel Light “ 1200 “ $45.00

This is the same machine as lias been sold during past three 
years by Canadian Moline Co., at $110.00 to $125.00 each 
throughout the West, about 500 being in use. I bis company lias 
closed its Canadian warehouse and thirty-five machines remain 
in our hands

Specification:—Wheels; 21 in. diameter, taper rims, wrought iron 
spokes; Axles: In two sections, 2 I 16 in. diameter; frame: 
Cast iron and angle steel; I .vener: Roller type; Guarantee 
against breakage ancTfrco replacement of parts within one year; 
Terms: Cash with order direct or through hank

The Manitoba Bridge and Iron Works Ltd.
WINNIPEG MANITOBA

DO YOU WANT TO INCREASE YOUR INCOME? Then write at once for iinitlciilar. 
We will allow yon Juat how to *1 R. Kind a postal to

THE CIRCULATION MANAOER. THE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE. WINNIPEG

Ship To Us!
If you are producing good cream and 
Pel you arc not receiving best returns 
for it, write to us today.

We Pav Highest Prices 
For CREAM
We supply i ans without < barge 
for trial shipments, remit prompt 
)y, and give you a fair deal all 
the time Tags furnish'd free 
Cans promptly returned. We have 
been 17 years in b riness, and our 
shippers know they can rely upon 
us Brandon is a handy shipping 
rentre, with Splendid rail ./ay fa 

> llities. Drop us a postcard today.
"The Old Reliable Creamery"

The Brandon Creamery & Supply Co
Limited

BRANDON MANITOBA
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