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A Winter with the Scottish Society of Vancouver

For nearly six months of the year
winter nm'llpit's himselt [)lil,\'ll‘nif
pr;u-ti«-ul jukt-s upon us. As we l‘i_\""
the sun. and the sun is alwavs will-
ing to shine upon us for several
hours every day, winter makes him-
self busily obnoxious to all by drag-
vine thick clouds between us, and so
i-;~ql||(-q'\ the free open \\'()I'I(l 10 &
room with curtained windows. He
shakes the c¢louds with the Kasi
Wind or a blast from the bitter
North. and brings down the ey raimn
npon. our heads till we take refuge
in rubber shoes and waterproofs, and
send alone the streaming streets for
our friendly firesides. In his angrier
moods he chases us with his whips
of hail. and sleet and snow.

But he no longer has us at his
merev, as he once had when human
imvention was in its infaney.  Our
ancestors had to endure Winter's
darkness unreprieved, drag their
heavy feet through deep-mired roads,
shitver in draughty stone rooms with
unelazed windows, breathing  airs,
cither of withering c¢old or a mild-
ness aerid with wood smoke. They
Lad tfew books to read, and only a
few persons could read the books
they had.  And what had they to
read by i the long dark hours when
Winter puts his extinguisher on the
siin about four o'clock i the after-
noon’! A\ feeble wick floating in oil
or a guttering candle. The school
boy was happiest when he lay on the
hearthrug and read by the dancing
light of the fire.

In our dayvs Winter has had a sad
overthrow. If he rain outside., and
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he is doing it to-day, it llm_\"\\'ell
be he is weeping his own misfor-
tunes. He can no longer oppress us
with darkness in the streets, while
within our own homes and our halls
of meeting we can make little sum-
mers for ourselves with hot pipes
and electrie lighting. The time was
when for six dreary months men
scarcely ever met more than a dozen
of their neighbours at one time, ex-
cept in chureh, where too often they

‘must suffer ¢hilblains for their soul’s

<ake. Now our chief meeting time
is the Winter, and when Spring
comes round, our pleasant society
life comes to an end. We scatter for
the country and the seaside, while
the city with its coneerts, its stage
playvs, it operas, its lectures on the
oreat world around, buries itself in
a hermitage. 1 almost fear that one
day Winter will come back, mild and
mealyv-mouthed, and make plea for
favour with us on account of the
chains with which we have bound
him.

Three years ago we told of the
Scottish Society of Vancouver, when
it was only an infant in swaddling
clothes.  Every year since it has
waxed larger and stronger, although
its only fare has been high-thinking
and sweet musie, with one dance to
liherate the supertfluous energy of its
members.  Like many of the other
societies it 1s now near the end of
the active season of 1924-5. For the
first time in its history the Scottish
Nociety has had a settled home for
the Winter, and in the Rotunda of
Glencoe Lodge it has held two meet-
Ings in every month. Year by vear
the Society has made a satisfactory
increase in its membership, and it is
!ilt'ilS:llll to see that the great major-
ity of the members are regular in
their attendance at these meetings.
The programme for the past session
has been exceedingly varied and at-
tractive. In every society it happens
once and again that a lecturer fails
to fultil his engagement through ill-
ness, but a capable substitute has al-
ways been available. For a star of
the first magnitude in the lecture
world 1t is necessary at times to
make arrangements far ahead. and
already a beginning has been made
in the preparation of the programme
for 1925-6.

.ln the present year, after the So.
t'lt‘l}' had elected its Ofﬁ(‘(‘-‘u'zll'l‘l'.\‘
last Neptember, the season 'w

. as open-
ed in

October with a coneert. which
was followed at an interval of a
h‘»l':m:!n by a leeture from Professor
F. G C. Wood of the University on

his favourite subject, ‘‘Sir James
Barrie and His Plays.”” On that oe-
casion Mr. Robert Allison Hood and
Miss Jessie Robertson gave a dra-
matie reading from one of Barrie’s
playlets, ‘‘The Old Lady Shows Her
Medals.”” November brought a IHeb-
ridean concert from Dr. James Pat-
terson and Mrs. Jean Houston, and
Dr. Patterson very happily connect-
ed his songs with a story of High-
land travel. If these pleasure-givers
repeat their concert another year
they must remember that half past
nine o’cloek 1s not a time to finish
so delightful an entertainment.

Later in November Professor W,
[.. Macdonald gave a thoughtful ap-
preciation of Robert Louils Steven-
son, and one meeting in December
concluded the vear 1924. This was a
social evening, when members and
their friends made better acquaint-
ance, a great deal of fine music was
heard ; the ladies of the society pro-
vided scones and cakes which they
had baked, and brewed tea and cof-
fee for the company.

In January Mr. D. M. Telford
spoke of ‘‘Ian Maeclaren,”” and the
pathos of the Bonnie Briar Bush,
while the honorary treasurer, Mr.
Jumes Inglis Reid, eame next with
the sterner side of Scottish life and
told of the Covenanters. February
first turned to Secottish humour,
which was treated by the first vice-
president, Mr. R. A. Hood, with
whom was that skilful amateur actor
Mr. Alan B. Stevenson, who acted
the Tollbooth scene in Rob Roy, and
impersonated Bailie Nieol Jarvie. A
few days later the society held its
annual dance, when the programme
made a suitable compromise between
the beautiful but sometimes inirl-
cate Scottish measures, and the lazy

(Concluded on Page 16)
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