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‘ Commit thy Way unto the Lord.1
“ w,,r nur di-n Lii-brn Oott l,„t Waltcn." 

Leave God to order all thy *aya,
And hope in him, whate’er betide ;

Thou’.t find him in the evil day»
An all-.nffioient atrength and guide.

Who trusta in God's unchanging lovet 
Build, on the rock that naught can move.

W hat can these anxious cares avail,
The«e never ceaaing moan» and sigh» ? 

What can it help u* to bewail 
Etch painful moment ai it flies ?

Our cio.» and trial» do but pre»»
The heavier for our bilterne»».

Only your rettle»» heart keep ahll,
And wait in cheerful hope, content 

To take whate'er hi* gracious will,
Hi» all-di.cerning love hath sent ;

Nor doubt our inmost want» are known 
To Him who chose us for bit own.

He knows when joyful hours are beat,
He tend» them as be sees it me.t ;

» nben thou hast borne iti fi»ry test,
And now art freed from all deceit.

He cornea to thee all unaware,
And makes thee own bis loving care.

Nor in the heat of pain and strife,
Think God hath cast thee off unheard ; 

Nor that the man whoae prosperous life 
Thou en vital, is of Him preferred ;

Time passes, and much change doth bring, 
And sets a bound on every thing.

>
All are alike before his face ;

’Tie easy to our God Most High 
To make the rich man poor and base,

To give the poor man wealth and joy.
I rue wonders still of Him are wrought,
W ho setteth up and brings to naught.

Sing, pray, and swerve not from Hie ways, 
But do. thine own part faithfully ;

I rust Hie rich promises and grace,
So shall it be fulfilled in thee,

G id never yet forsook at need 
The soul that trueteth him indeed.

—Lyra Oermanica.

The Joy of the Early Christiane,
Among the noble and glorious characteristics 

of the Christiana of the apostolic age, there is 
none which strikes the reader of the New Tes
tament with more admiration and wonder than 
their triumphant joy under the moat frightful 
persecutions and sufferings. Instead of being 
cast down by troubles and afflictions, which ordi
narily sink the human spirit into the depths of 
wretchedness and despair, they wsre filled with 
a holy and exultant joy, and actually rejoiced in 
their sufferings.

This phenomenon of a people rejoicing in 
tribulations and glorying in reproach, is render
ed the more remarkable when we consider the 
nature of the affliction» they suffered. Hmnan 
nature never endured severer trials than those 
which tee ted the faith of those early confeaeora 
and martyrs of Christianity. All ordinary af
flictions and -misfortunes sink into insignificance, 
when compared with those which fell upon the 
devoted heads of Christ’s disciples, in that age 
of fiery trial, when the gates of bell seemed to 
hive been opened against Christ’s church, but 
only to prove that they could not prevail against 
it.

It was r.ot enough that thoae heroes of the 
cross shared, in full measure, the ilia common to 
the lot of man—they ware called to drain the 
cup of human misery to the very dregs in honor 
of him who had suffered for them.

They literally suffered the loss of ell things. 
Thsy were stripped of all their worldly good» 
and possessions. They were ruthlessly driven 
from their hornet, to wander at exile» from land 
to land, finding no rest. Kelentless persecution 
tricked them from on. hiding-place to another 
—r.'-uing them even to atrange cities. Every
where stripes and atoning», hoods and imprison
ment awaited them, l’ublio acorn and calumny 
overwhelmed them. Their names were cast out 
as evil, and the epithet of Christian waa a bye- 
word end reproach. They were- even betrayed 
and persecuted by thoae near and dear to them 
in the flesh, and a man’s foes, in the language of 
the Master, were often *’ those of his own house
hold.” And finally death, in every form of 
horror which the stern and inflexible cruelty of 
an age which gave birth to a Nero, could invent, 
was it A cted upon them. Toey were burned at 
the stake. Trey were cast headlong into caul
drons of boiling oil. They were torn-in pieces 
by wild beasts in the amphitheatres for the 
amusement of brutalized and scoffing crowds 
They fell by the sword and the axe. And many 
oi them, like their suffering Saviour, endured 
the protracted agony of crucifixion.

Even when a brief respite was granted them 
from Satan’s rage, from Roman and Jewish per
secution, a portentous cloud ever hung over 
them, ready to burst upon them with renewed 
fury, aa it did in the conatantly recurring and 
wide-spread persecutions which marked the age 
of the apostle», as well as the centurie» which 
followed, until the luminous cross in mid-heaven 
arrested the march of Constantine, and Cbria- 
tianity, enrobed in victory, ascended the throne 
of the Cat tare.

Philosophy may well inqnire into the cauaea 
of the atrange phenomenon of a people rejoic
ing in the midst of such calamities—the aourcea 
of that wondrous and exultant joy which tri
umphed over such sufferings, which defied the 
utmost rage of persecution, which robbed cala
mity of its atiog, and death, in ita meat fearful 
forms, of all its terror. But the true explana
tion of this sublime epeclacle of triumphant 
suffering is not to be found in merely natural 
causes, or the ordinary laws of human nature, 
as the infidel Gibbon vainly essayed to prove.

It is not enough to ascribe this phenomenon 
to an enthusiasm born of novelty, of the mar
velous, and a fanatical zeal for a persecuted 
cause. The besotted volar lea and victim# of 
superstition Have sometime» encountered the 
rage of persecution, and courted the fire» of mar
tyrdom, but it has been only with a stoical for
titude, with an obstinacy born of opposition, 
with a dogged courage «imply brutal, with a 
fierce and gloomy fanaticism in which there has 
been no joy, no thrill of genuine happiness.

The infidel historien searches the world’s re
cord» in vain for the counterpart of that won- 
deroua, heaven-born and exultant joy which was 
felt and displayed by the early Cbri.tiane in 
that “ great fight of afflictions ” which they 
encountered. That joy was not the delusive 
fleme of a wild enthusiasm—not the over
wrought exultation of spirit which often attends 
fanaticism. It was calm, rational and holy, pre- 
duced by influences and considerations not of 
earth, but divine in their origin, and healthful 
in their effects.

It is deeply interesting to inquire into the real 
aourcea of that holy joy so constantly experi
enced by the epoetin, ,nd felt by the Christiana 
of their day.

The first of these sources was the sacred con
sideration, the affectionate thought, that they 
•bared in the suffering» of Christ—that it was 
thair glorious privilege to suffer with and for 
him—to participate with him in eome humble 
degree, in the shame, the reproach, the agony 
and even the death which he endured for them. 
It wae the consciousness of this identity with 
the Master in hie Bufferings, that filled the early 
Cbriatiana with such j >y and rejoicing in the 
midat ol tribulation. It was this thought that 
sweetened adversity to them, and reconciled 
them to the most severe afflictions. It was 
enough for them that the Maeter had trod the 
path of suffering before them, and that they 
were permitted to follow him. It being the will 
of God that they should endure persecution, it 
became with them even an object of holy desire 
and aspiration to be joined in fellowship with 
their Redeemer in his earthly sufferings, end in 
his desth of violence, es they hoped to be joined 
in fellowship with him in his glorious resurrec
tion.

It waa with this high end generous thought 
that the apostles encouraged their suffering fel
low Christiana and themselves, amidst their fiery 
trials. Peter (Firat Peter iv. 10), thus console• 
“ the strangers scattered abroed : ” “ Beloved, 
think it not atrange concerning the fiery trie! 
which is to try you aa though eome atrange thing 
happened unto you ; but rejoice inasmuch as ye 
are pertakera of Christ’s suffering» ; that when 
hie glory «hall be revealed ye may be glad also, 
with exceeding joy.” Paul, elao (Philippian» iii. 
10), eeye that among other things for which be 
had suffered the lose of all things for Christ 
Jesus, was this, that “ I may know him and the 
power of hie resurrection, and the fellowship of 
his sufferings, being made conformable to hi» 
death.” This venerable apostle and Christian 
hero eeemi to have bad a desire to realize in hie 
own person a fellowship with hie Heavenly Mas
ter in hia sufferings, even a conformity to hie 
death, in the manner of bis own, which tradition 
informs us was gratified in hie crucifizion in the 
city of the Cesar» for the faith which he preached.

Another source of the joy of the apostolic 
Christiana waa the hope that was in them, the 
full assurance that all they suffered would only 
augment their glory and happiness at the right 
band of God. Paul presents this bleated and 
consoling thought (2 Cor. iv. 17) when he de
clares : “ For our light affliction which is but 
for a moment, worketh for ui a far more ezeetd- 
ing and eternal weight of glory.” And through
out the apoetolic epistles the persecuted Chris
tiana were encouraged by the promise that “ il 
•bey suffered with Christ, they should also reign 
with him.” Cheered by the eoatatic visions of 
the Christian hope, they could smile at persecu
tions’ utmost rsge, and welcome death aa God's 
angel ol deliverance sent to conduct them to 
their Father'» house and their Saviour’s presence-

In reading of this holy joy of the first Chris
tians, we cannot but feel a painful sense of in
feriority—that Christians of the present day fall 
far abort in this particular. Alas ! it is but too 
true that they are almost etranger» to that “ joy 
in believing.” It can hardly be said of them in 
general that they “ rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and lull of glory,” and these frequent exhorta
tion» of the apostlee to “ rejoice alway ” sound 
almost strangely in our ears, aa if they were not 
intended for such lukewarm professors of Cnrist’s 
gospel. How should the cold formalist in reli
gion, who affecte to regard all Christian joy and 
rejoicing as vulgar and unbecoming enthusiasm, 
be put to shame when be contemplate» the fer
vent joy and rejoicing of the early Church in her 
God and Saviour ? Oh ! for the baptism of fire 
and the Holy Ghost which kindled into flame 
that first army of Christ's saints and martyrs. 
For that let ue prey.

encircled with this celestial splendor as its source 
and centre, with hia face shining as ti^e sun, and 
hi# garments white as the light. TUf> saw two 
beings glorious as the angels of heaven, which 
they anon recognized to be Moses and Elia# con- 
versing with the Saviour respecting the decease 
he should accomplish at Jerusalem. The disci- 
pies Ailed with unspeakable wonder and admi
ration aa they guz*d upon this spectacle, felt 
streams of celestial j iy flowing ia upon their 
•oui*. »nd doubtless imsgined that in their slum- 
ber, they bad been transported into the midst of 
the glory and blessedness of eternity.

VVhile they were gazing on this wonderful 
vision with unspeakable pleasure, a change came 
over the scene. A bright cloud overshadowed 
the assembly convened on the mount of Trans
figuration. It was a symbol of the divine pre
sence—the same symbol which announced God’s 
descent upon Sinai when he communicated the 
moral law—the same symbol which formed bis 
habitation when he went before his people in the 
wilderness and the same symbol by which be 
manifested himself, when his glory filled the 
temple at the time of its dedication. It was not, 
however, a dark, terrific eloud like that which 
appeared on Sina1, in the wilderness, and the 
temple. It waa a cloud invested with celestial 
brightness and beauty—an appropriate emblem 
of the difference between the old and new dis
pensations, the one a dispensation of •* darkness, 
terror, and bondage,” the other a dispensation 
of light “ love and liberty.” From this over
shadowing symbol of the divine presence issued 
a voice proclaiming in tones of unearthly ma- 
jeaty and sweetness : •• This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him.*’ It 
waa the voice of God the eternal Father, declar
ing the divinity of hia Son.

Such were the scenes of the Transfiguration 
as they are unfolded to cur view in the gospel 
narrative. Ever since the primitive age of Chris
tianity a great multitude almost every year have 
Climbed 44 Tabor’s glorious steep ” in order to 
behold the place where the Saviour, while he 
was in the form of man, for a while threw off 
bis guise and was encircled' with a visible glory 
befitting him as the Sou of God. Hither, came 
great crowds of Christian converts, while the 
Greek and the Roman CoMsrs swayed the scep
ter of dominion over the ancient world. Hither, 
came the pilgrims and crusaders of the middle 
ages after they had rescued Jerusalem from the 
grasp of the Mohammedans, and extended the 
banner of the crots over the II jly Land. Hither 
have gone during the last three centuries a great 
company of modern travellers who came trom 
every part of the earth to see the places conse
crated by the birth, death, resurrection, and the 
footsteps of the Son of God. Hither also, 
doubtless a multitude of human beings during 
all coming ages will go to look upon the spot 
which has so long been considered the scene of 
one of the most wonderful transactions ever wit
nessed on our earth. Till the end of time Tabor 
will be associated in the popular mind with Sinai 
and Calvary, aa one ot the sacred mounts on 
which God unveiled his glory to the sight of 
men.—Buffalo Advocate.

down among the weak ones is a brother who 
, cannot be a leader, s steward, a trustee, a Sun
day-school Superintendent, sn exhorter or a 
preacher. He is almost alone in his convictions 
of his fitness for the coveted station. There is 
woik enough for him to dp thst he can do, but 
he shows Lis ucfLness for the higher sphere by- 
refusing to work in the lower. He is complain
ing, uncomfortable. Like a musqiito within 
the bar at night, if be would only bite and go 
you would not mind him, but his everlasting 

■ song is what you hate. He is insignificant, but 
pestiferous, lie thinks he is the only wronged 

I *nd injured man in the Church, but he is in 
fact the one who is wronging and injuring every 
body else. He has no right to intrude his per
sonal grievances upon others or to keep his bre
thren in perpetual unreel even if he does not 
receive hie due. If instead of going to the 
higher seats, he had gone to the lower, he would 
have been invited up instead of down, and saved 
himself from chargrin. Modesty is of itself 
becoming. Amid unparalleled sufferings the 
master “ opened not hie mouth.” If we are 
really wronged we ahall be wise to imitate the 
immaculate sufferer. At least let the Church 
be triumphant, though we be overlooked or 
perish. God will repay us. The cure for most 
church divisions is the subjugation of self and 
the increase of spirituality. Let God be all, 
and self as nothing.—North Western.

Mount Tabor.
On the northern side of the great plain of 

Eidmlon the hilia of Galilee rise up abruptly, 
and present a wild, picturesque acenery to the 
eye. In front of these rugged, shapele»» hills, 
tower» up a domelike mountain eighteen hundred 
feet above the plain at its base, and from it» 
summit there is one of the finest view» in Pa
lestine, and indeed all the East. This solitary 
mountain bear» the name of Tabor, and is known 
throughout; the Christian world aa one of the 
sacred “ mounts of God.”

More than eighteen hundred years ago the 
Saviour, near the close of hia existence on earth, 
one day led three of hie disciples to the top of 
this " high mountain apart, and was transfi
gured before them.” The Light of the world 
broke out from behind the clouds which had 
before obscured hia splendor, acd shone out to 
the view of hia disciples as the Sun of Rights- 
ouaneee. Aa amazing change paased over hie 
outward appearance. The fashion of his coun
tenance was altered, and did shine like the sun. 
Hie very raiment became ae white as snow, so 
as no fuller on earth could whiten it, yea, white 
aa the light, and resplendent as the lightning. 
Just before the transfiguration commenced, the 
disciple», overcome with weariness, had fallen 
asleep,as it was probably in the night when they 
arrived on the summit of Tabor, and hence, the 
darkness of the evening at well at the fatigue 
of the journey, induced the «lumber in which we 
find them at the beginning of this stupendous 
•cent. Their sleep, however, was a abort one ; 
'for a scene wae transpiring around them which 
could not but deeply affect their senses. An 
uneRthly brightness fell on their eyelids, and 
unearthly sounds were ringing in their ears. 
They awake from their «lumber and contemplate 
one of the moat wonderful visions this earth ever 
beheld. They saw that solitary mountain top 
bathed in a cloud of light such as baa never 
since been “ on sea or short.” They sew Christ

The Presence of God.
We are never alone. The Christian’s life 

should never, can never, be a solitary one. A 
life of service roust be a life of love. And no 
path can be barren if the fountain of living 
waters flows by its side. Yet there are lives 
which bereavement has left very poor in natural 
companionship, and homes which at times seem 
silent when the echo of other full and joyous 
firesides reaches them. And there are those 
who have no homes on earth, dwelling as stran
gers in the homes of others ; and in all lives 
there are lonely hours, hour» when trial and 
perplexity come, and the friend on whose sym
pathy arid judgment we would lean ia not near ; 
and in many hearts there are places too tender 
for any human hand to touch. What a truth, 
then, is that which turns hours of lonelineaa 
into hours of the richest and most blessed com
panionship ; companionship which makes the 
heart glow and the face shine, so that those who 
dwell in it bear a visible and sensible sunshine 
with them wherever they come. For the pre
sence of God is no abstract truth, no mere pre
sence of a a tin, to whose light we may lay open 
our souls as the flowers ihstr leaves, and be 
transfigured, but the communion of spirit with 
spirit ; no mere presence of an angel watching 
us and loviog us in silence—it is the presence of 
One with whom we may have intercourse aa a 
man with hia friend, to whom we may apeak— 
■peak of everything which interests ua, make 
requeue and have them granted, ask questions 
and have them answered ; 0at who is not silent 
toward us. Oh, let us bathe our «oui» in this 
joy—drink yea, dri-.k abundantly of it, and be 
refreshed I Let us begin every prayer remem
bering it, and rise from every prayer strength
ened with the remembrance ; read the Bible ts 
the word of One present ; speak of him aa of 
one present ; car if ing it with us all day at our 
shield and strength, and rest in it's!! night.— 
Mrs. Charles.

Unselfishness in Christian Work.
Of all places for ambition the religious life is 

least appropriate. The only true anxiety of 
the minister Should be for souls ; hie only am
bition to glorify God. Nor has the ordinary 
Christian greater right to pant for prominence 
or office among his brethren. Any truly great 
and good man can almost afford to give every 
other man all he wants ol station or advantage, 
and then taking what is left he will rise to ail 
the eminence he may desire. The best of men 
can be distinguished without r ffice. They do 
not so much reed office as the offices need 
them.

Could all the heart-burnings in the Church 
that come of petty ambitions be quenched in 
the purifying stream ; could all the Church 
divisions be healed that are begotten of the 
same foul source, the power of the Church 
would be redoubled. God wants servants that 
will work for him and not for themeelvea. He 
wants those who can wait for their pay if need 
be ; who can take evil thing! now and triumph 
in hope of good things hereafter. Before we 
have reached perfection self must be swallowed 
up in God. It is not most among the ministry, 
at least the best part of it, that we see these un
holy rivalries, nor is it among the meet active, 
self-denying and noble of our members. Away

The Dance.
What a atrange thing this dancing is. after 

all, when you look at it from a philosophical, or 
if you please, unsophisticated point ol view.— 
The other dsy Insulanus asked a lady how it 
came to pass that the entrence upon the floor of 
the ball-room made such a wonderful change in 
the usual manners and habita. She asked him 
what he meant, at she did net underitand. He 
asked her, Suppose I introduce you to a friend 
of mine, a stranger, and he would not only take 
your hand, but put hie arm around you, what 
would you do. You may imagine her look 
and answer I What would aha do t All your 
lady readers know what they would do, and 
what the father, husband or brother of such a lady 
would do. But, said Insulanus, as soon aa you 
enter the room of the 1 hop’ or ball, you permit a 
perfect stranger, who is introduced to you at the 
time, not only to take your hand, but to put his 
arm around your waist, and to sail around the 
room with you, in the giddy mszee of the dance, 
and your father, brother and husband think it 
all right ! The lady admitted that ehe had not 
exactly looked upon it from that point of view, 
but%ave Insulanus no other information than 
that things were allowable in the dance which 
are not so in ordinary life.

How wonderful that delicate ladies can dance 
from it to 12 P. M., square dances and round 
dances, and wind up with a sherry cobbler, and 
yet feel too weary to stand up during prayer in 
church—Moravian.

A Solid Christian Character.
At a recent camp-meeting, a lady led one of 

the largest prayer meetings, opening the exer
cises w ith an exhortation to entire consecration 
of the heart and life to Christ. Her words, in 
part, as reported in one of our exchanges, were 
these : —

A party had their photographs taken j but the 
central figure moved and the picture waa blurr
ed. The sun could not paint a figure that was 
unsteady. If a hand or an eye moves, the pic
ture is injured, and may be destroyed. It is to 
with Christian character. God cannot make a 
perfect Christian out of an unsteady person. 
Hence the great need of being established. 
There is an establishing grace. There we strike 
the rock, and God looking, sees in us the trav
ail of hie soul and is satisfied ; satisfied with our 
faith, our character, our acts, and our influence. 
Hester Ann Rogers was only thirty-nine when 
she died ; and she was a flaming light for twenty 
yeara, God gave to Lady Huntingdon wealth 
and royalty, but she turned from it all and cried 
after the living God. What ia the secret of their 
steady ebaraater ? They stood still in the hands 
of God, while he molded their character. Shall 
we not then throw ourselves alone upon the me
rit» of Christ that we may possess hit image ? 
We need the baptiam oi hia Spirit every moment 
cf our lives.

Religions gnttltigtntt.
What the Bible Can Do.

At the late meeting of the British and Fo
reign Bible Society, Pastor Bo)again, from 
Syria, said :

“ I am aure you must have heard a great 
deal about missionary work in the Turkish em
pire. Such work is, in fact, going on from one 
end to the other. A large portion of the Turk
ish dominions ia filled with Bibles and tracts, 
and I am glad to say that a large number of 
pure evangelical Churches have been establish
ed. The missionaries could not possibly have 
brought this about without the Bible. We know 
from the whole history of missions that the cir
culation of the word ol God by means of col
porteurs, and in other way», has been the greet 
instrument in the hands of the missionaries- 
Missionaries could not do good anywhere with
out having the Bible ae their pioneer. Many 
years ago the British and foreign Bible Society 
and the American Bible Society circulated the 
Scripture» in that country in the east to which I 
belong. 1 was born, 1 should state, in Arme
nia on the banks of the Tigris, where the mis
sionary work was commenced about sixteen 
years ago. Before any missionary came to our 
country, and before any colporteurs were em
ployed there in distributing the Bible, my lather, 
who went to Constantinople on mercantile busi
ness, obtained in that city a copy of the Bible 
in toe Armenian language. In 1849 three per
sona met together to atudy that Bible, and tbeir 
object was to find out whether the Church to 
which they belonged was right or not. One of 
these three persons waa a Syrian Christian, ano
ther was an Armenian Cnriatian^ and the 
third waa an Armenian, but he was not able to 
read, and he waa a very wicked man, and a ter
ror to the whole town. They met together for 
the purpose I have mention ; they studied a copy

of the B.ble which I gave them, and compared 
what they found it it to what they had been 
taught previously, this being before any mission
aries or colporteurs came to our country. What 
ia the result ? There are now 900 Protestant» 
there, evangelical Christians, and sometimes 
from 1,500 to 1 800 persona meet together to 
hear the preaching of the gospel. Besides ibis, 
the Bible is circulated in nearly all the families 
in the neighbourhood. If there were time l-could 
show you that throughout ail the evangelical 
Churrhea in Turkey the beginning of the work 
has been of the same kind. 1 know many cases 
in which, through the reading of the Bible, per
sona have come to Jesus Christ, and they are 
now shining lights in our country. Preacher», 
paatora, and others have come to Jesus through 
the Bible ; not through preaching or mieeonary 
work, but by reading the Bible in their home*. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society and the 
American Bible Society have joined their efl irts 
together to give the Bible to my country. The 
Bible ia, in fact, circulated very widely among 
the Armenians, and I am glad to say that you j 
could now scarcely find an Armenian family , 
which does not possess the word of God. In 
nearly ail the families the Bible ia to be found, 
and many of tne People read the Bible and 
value it,

Spanish Catholicism.
All monasteries, convent», congregation*, col- 

*nd other religious establishment* in 
Spain, founded since 1837 are to be immediate
ly suppressed. Ail their property, movable and 
immovable, is to become the property of the 
State. Th* monks and nuns belonging to these 
iostitu..— e to go, without any pension from 
the government. T‘ © convents estahl *hed be
fore 1837 are to be reduced in number by one- 
balf, and thoae left are forbid henceforth to 
receive novices. The monks and nun* thus 
released from their cloisters will, however, be 
permitted to ente» the conventual establishment» 
which are not suppressed, or they may return to 
secular life. In this cat-e they can claim back 
the money made over by them to the convents 
at the time of their entry. The Jesuits are ex
pelled from the country. Gen. Prim is reported 
ss having said to three Protestant refugees : —
“ From this dsy forth there shall be liberty in 
our country, real liberty ; every man shall be 
master of hia own conscience, and shall profess 
the faith which ia best in hia own eyes. You, 
gentlemen, may returu to your country by the 
firat steamer ; and you are at liberty to enter 
Spain with your Bibles under your arm, to 
preach its doctrines.” The exiled Jews are pre- 
paring to return to Spain from Germany.—Exc

Central Ulisailang.
Velocipedes in Paris.

Our readers have seen for the last year, brief 
accounts in the newspapers of the new amuse
ment which the Parisians have found, and the 
importance which it has assumed among them. 
It is highly probable that the coming year may 
find this, like most other Parie fashions trans
ferred to our shores. Eaery Saturday repub- 
liable, from the advance sheets of London So
ciety, the best account of the “ latest Parisian 
whim” we havetseen. From it we make a few 
extracts :

“ Paris is in a perfect state of frenzy with re
spect to.this new toy. The newspapers call 
upon the Government to order a supply of ve- 
locepee to aave’the overworked lege of the rural 
postmen and of the messengers attached to the 
provincial telegraph bureaux ; and even advise 
a limited number of these vehicles being furnish
ed to infantry regiments, to enable outposts to 
reconnoitre and to communiante rapidly with the 
main body of the army. Some* carried away by 
their enthusiasm, ask why a species cf light cav
alry mounted on velocipedes, should not be in
stituted. It ia suggested too, that life-boat crews 
on thinly populated coasts should be provided 
with velocipedes, by means of which a more ra
pid assembling of them in time of need might 
be effected ; and moreover, the .gardes champê
tres, and country doctors and curés who cannot 
afford.the expense of a horse, should travel about 
on the new vehicles, which, by the way, have al
ready penetrated to the provinces, for seaside 
loungers, mounted on them, were to be seen at 
all the Norman and Breton watering places, and 
on the shores of the Mediterranean, coursing 
along the coast. Eccentric sportsmen, too, chase 
their game with velocipedes ; artists use them to 
go sketching teura, and photographers employ 
them on distant expeditions.

41 Guests at country cbi aux organ zs races 
with velocipedes among tbamselvpa, just as in 
England they do games at crcqu^t ; and at a 
a recent election contest in the department of 
the Yar, on its being discovered that the gov
ernment had hired all the public vehicles in 
Toulon for the day of the election, the partisane 
of the opposition candidate procured a supply of, 
velocipedes, on which the liberal electors dash- j 
ed to the poll. Dramatists introduce velcci- j 
pedes into tbeir pieces ; and at several Parisian 
theatres they play a part in some of the more 
striking scenes. Caricaturists, however, have 
turned them most to account, for every week 
brings forth eome skit in which they occupy the 
firat place.

“ The speed.attained by the swifter kind of 
velocipedes averages twelve to thirteen miles an 
hour ; adepts find no difficutly whatever in ac
complishing fully fifty miles within five hours, 
without once alighting from their vehicles. A 
couple of amateurs making a tour through a 
part of France challenged etch other as to which 
could perform the greatest distance within four 
and twenty hours. One gave in after having 
accomplished eighty-seven miles ; the other went 
on an additional six and thirty miles, making 
one hundred and twenty-three miles in all. On 
the 21st of laa^,September a party of nine quit
ted Rouen early in the morning mounted upon 
velocipedes, and arrived in Paris in time for din
ner the same evening, having performed the dis
tance of eighty-five miles, exclusive of stoppages, 
at • rate of speed averaging between ten and 
eleven miles an hour. It shouid be understood, 
that, in impelling a velocipede, the limbs are 
not constantly in motion, aa on level ground, 
when the impetus is at the average rate, or when 
the machine is descending an incline, the feet 
may be removed from the pedals, and the legs

placed on the bar fixed in front of the velocipede 
for this purpose. A slight impulsion given to 
the vehicle from time to time suffice» to keep 
up the speed. The ascent of any incline great
er than to 23 ia said to be impractisble. When 
the rider, tberef re encounters a hill of more 
than average steepness, tie has to dismount and 
lead hia Velocipede with hia hand, which we are 
told he can do with a.most the same ensa as he 
can carry an ordinary walking-stick.

" The velocipede races in the suburbs of Paris 
are ordinarily rather exciting affairs.

“At these races the average length of the 
course ia eighteen hundred mo res, nearly a mile 
and a furloog. At Enghien this distance was 
traversed—a portion of it being over a stone 
paved road—in four minutes and twenty seconds 
by a velocipede with two wheels, aud in six 
minutes and twenty-eight seconds by a veloci
pede with three wheels.”

A Grand Old Poem.
Who shall judge a man from manner» ?

Wbo shell know him by hie dress ?
Paupers may be fit for princes,

Prince» fit for som thing less ;
Crumpled shirt and dirty jacket 

May beciothe the gultn ore
Of the deepest thought and feeiicg - 

Batin vesta could do no more.

There are springe of crystal nectar 
Ever welling out of stone ;

Tbeie nre purple buds and golden.
Hidden, crushed and overgrown ;

God, who counts by souls, not dresses,
Loves and prospers you and me,

While he values thrones, the highest,
But as pebbles in the sea.

Man, upraised above his fellows,
Oft forgets his fellows then :

Masters, rulers, lords, remember 
That your meanest hinds are men ;

Men by honor, men by feeling,
Men by thought, and men by fame,

Claiming equal rights to sunshine,
Id a man’s ennobling name.

There are foam-embroidered oceans,
There are little weed-clad rills ;

There are feeble inch-high raplings,
There are cedars on the hills ;

God, who counts by aoula, not stations,
Loves and prospers you and me,

For to him all famed dietinctious 
Aie as pebbles on the sea.

Truth and justice arc eternal,
Born with loveliness and light ;

Secret wrongs shall never prosper 
While there ia a sunny right ;

God, whose world-heard voic^is singing 
Boundless love to you and me,

Sinks oppression with ita titles,
As the pebbles in the sea.

Irving and the Thieving Boys.
Mr. Irving wae full of the milk of human 

kindnets, but even he couldn’t submit compos
edly to the robbery of hie orchard. The follow
ing incident will show how he stopped it :

When he first moved into this region be wae 
much annoyed by thefts which eome bold boys 
perpetrated upon hia fruit. He determined to 
atop tbeir visitations by a method peculiar to 
himaelf. Learning from the gardener that they 
were on the premises, after placing him in a cer
tain spot, with instructions how to act, be from 
the opposite aide, came upon them unexpected
ly, but having recently settled in the neighbor
hood, they were not familiar with his appear
ance, acd kept pocketing the apples with the 
utmost nonchalance. II» singled out the lad 
who apparently assumed the poet of .leader, and 
thus addressed him :

“ Boy, thoae are very poor apples. I know cf 
a tree on which there are far better ooea.”

44 Where ia it ?” asked the wary marauder.
“ Over yonder pointing to the cottage.
“ We’re afraid of the old gentleman.”
“ He ia not.There now. You will be perfect

ly safe ; but make no noise lest we be over
heard.”

In a few momenta the party were on the march 
for the new foraging ground, Mr. Irving leading. 
They advanced in single file, and sought the 
shelter afforded by the east aide of the prickly 
hedge. Ere long the voice of thu gardener waa 
beard near them.

44 Be quiet,” said the leader, 44 or we ahall be 
discovered. Keep near the hedge, every one of 
you.”

Fear made them hug closely to the covert, 
which they imagined only concealed them from 
the dreaded proprietor. The thorns pricked 
them sorely ; but the greater danger which was 
iminent made them indifferent to the pain in
flicted by the thorns.

Soon they approached the desired apple tree, 
and as they gathered round it, aaw the garden
er approaching from a direction which made es
cape impossible.

44 Boys,” laid Mr. Irving, 44 this is the tree I 
spokejof, and lam the owner—Mr. Irving. Do 
not be afraid," be continued : 441 shall not puu- 
iah you ; the prickly hedge baa done tnat suffic
iently already. 1 only a-k that when you went 
to eat my fruit, you will come to me and ask for 
it. I d0 not like to have my property taken ( 
without my permission.”

The ringleader in this affair gave the writer, 
in after years, the details of it himself, and add- 
ed that the rebuke wae so thorough he never 
robbed Mr. Irving’» or any other apple orchard 
again. «

The Last Fifty Tears.
In three momentous matters of light, loco

motion acd communication, the progress effect
ed in this generation contrasta meat surprising
ly with the aggregate of the progress effected 
in all previous generations put together since 
the earliest dawn of authentic history. The 
lamps acd torches which illuminated Belshaz
zar’s feast were probably just as brilliant, and 
framed out of nearly the same materials, as 
those which shone upon the splendid felts of 
Versailles when Marie-Antoinette presided over 
them, or those of the Tuileries during the Im
perial magnificence of the First Napoleon.— 
Pine wood oil, and perhaps wax, lighted the 
bac quel-halls of the wealthiest nobles alike in

he eighteenth century bttore Christ, and in the 
eighteenth century after Christ

Fifty >ears ago, that is, we burnt the same 
articles, and got about the same amount of light 
from them, as we did the thousar.d jours *g»\ 
N. » we use gas. of w Inch e ach burner is » quai to 
fifteen or twenty candies ; and when we w eh ft r 
more, can have recourse to the electric light or 
amatogous inventions, which are fifty fo J moie 
bruliaut and far-reaching than tvm th^ l>e»t g»se 
The streets cf cities, which from the days of 
Pnaroah to those of Yol.aire wrie dim and 
gloomy even, were they not wholly unlighted, 
now b.i.id ever) where (except in London) with 
someth ng of the brilliancy of moonlight. In a 
word, all the advance that has been made in 
these respects has been mode since many of us 
were children. We remember light as it was in 
the da)s of So’omon ; we see it as Drum
mond and Faraday have made it.

The same thing may l>e said of locomotion.
! X.aiiod and Noah traveled just in the same 

way, aud just a; the same rale, as Thomas As- 
1 sheton Smith aud «Mr. Voke, of Norfolk. The 
chkiiots of the Ot)mp c Games went just as fast 
as the chariot» that conveyed our nobles to the 
Derby, “ in our hot youth, when (itorge the 
Third, was K ng.” When Abraham wanted to 
•end a me»a»ge to Lot, he despatched a man on 

I horseback, who galloped twelve miles an hour 
i W hen iur fathers wanted to send a message to 
j trieir nephews, they could do no better, and go 

do quicker. When we were young, if we wish
ed to travel fr< m London to Edinburgh, we 
thought out selves lucky if we could average 
eight miles an hour, just as Robert Bruce might 
have done. Now in our o’d age, we feel our
selves aggrieved if we do not average forty 
miles. Everything that has been done in this 
since the world began—everything, perhaps, 
that the capacities of matter and the conditions 
of the human frame will ever allow to be done 

has been done since we were boys. The same 
at sea. Probably, when the wind was favorable.
I lyesea, who was a bold and skillful navigator 
•ailed aa fast as a Dutch merchantman of the 
year 1800, nearly as fast at times as an Ameri
can yacht or clipper of our fathers’ day. Now 
we steam twelve and fifteen miles an hour with 
wonderful regularity, whether wind and tide be 
favorable or not ; nor ia it likely that we shall 
ever be able to go much faster. But the pro
gress in the means of communication ia the 
most remarkable of all. In this reaped Mr. 
Put waa no better ctf than Pericles or Aga
memnon. If Ruth had wished to write to 
Naomi, or David to send a word of love to Jo
nathan when he waa a hundred miles away, 
they could not possibly have done it under 
twelve hours. Nor could we to our own friend» 
thirty years ago. In 1807 the humblest citizen 
of Great Britain could send a message, not a 
hundred miles, hut a thousand, iu twelve minu
tes.—London Sj>eetator.

The Weak Spot.
4 A man once aaid that when a boy, be hacked 
about a fruit tree in hie father’s garden. (N. ft 
This wae not little George Washington.) and 
drove nails into it all around the truck. This 
of course ininred the tree ; but in the course < f 
time the bark grew over the nails, end covered 
them. Yearn after, during a violent hurricane, 
the tree was blown down ami it was discovered 
by examination that it broke off just where the 
nails had been driven in. That waa the weak 
•pot.

Evil habits practiced in youth may he followed 
by a like disastrous result. These bad habite 
may, indeed, be repressed by subsequent refor
mation, or to he hidden for yeara trom public 

' notice by a fair exterior, but when eome strong 
1 sudden temptation comes at length, then, unless 
| apecial grace interpose, the weak spot brings a 
fall. Those wbo know not the early history of 
the fallen man might wonder at the event, but 
not to those who know the eecrets of hie youth 
— how he had weakened hia moral nature by 
early excesses, 80 that when the great tempest 
beat upon him his power of resistance wat un
equal to the strain.

Who can estimate the importance, of (a virtu
ous youth ? 44 Train up a child in the way he
should go, und when he is old will he nof 
depart from it.” But how if otherwise ? Eat 
us read the testimony of Daniel Webster, in a 
letter of hie recently published. He had defended 
a man charged with the crime of murder, and 
say* : 44 At the conclusion of the trial J asked
him what could have induced him to stain hia 
hands with the blood of a fellow-being. Turning 
hie bloodshot eye a to me, he replied, in a voice 
of despair : “ Mr. Webster, in my youth 1 spent 
the holy Sabbath in evil amusements, instead i f 
frequenting the house of pray er und praiae.”— 
Examiner and Chronicle.

The Disraeli Family
The Diera-he flourished as merchants and 

hankers in Venice for two centuries, when the 
leader of the house determined to send his young
est' son Ber.jemin, grandfather of the present 
Premier, to E -gland, with a view of founding in 
London a branch of the Venetian banking- 
house. This pruud Italian Jew mingled very 
little with thuee of hia faith in L lgland, ar-d 
seemed at times almost ind-fferent regarding 
them. It,is commenced the estrangement be
tween him and hia brethren, but the final cause 
of4tne rupture, according to the present D.src- 
eli, was the wife of hia grandfather. Sne was 
the beautiful daughter of a family that had suf
fered much through persecution, and she had 
imbibed a sort of antipathy to her race, when 
experience taught her ambition Jtbat her birth- 
condemned her to an inferior position in the so
cial scale.

Tnis unnatural contradiction in the bosom of 
the D.sratli family lasted for seventeen years, 
when at last the grandmother of the present 
minister resolved to sever the rehgiuus bond 
that bad hitherto connected her with her race 
She passed over to Christianity in the year sev
enteen hundred and e ghty two. Benjamin Dis
raeli, the grandfather seems to htve taken but 
little interest in the movement* of hia wife ; he 
had in the meantime acquired a grtat fortune, 
and purchased in the neighborhood of London t» 
magnificent estate. This he laid out in Italian 
taste, and to its charming precincts invited many 
of the moat noted men of hie time, such aa Can
ning, Charles Lamb and Coleridge. He died at 
about the age of ninety, looking Lack in peace 
on a busy and eventful life.


