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The two articles under this heading, from the
pen of the Rev. John Brewster, are very much
longer than our space for Obituaries would ordi-
narily admit ; but the interest they possess com-
pels us to depart from our usual regulstion.
Toe first is in relstion to sn amisble youth,
and presents some valuable lessons. @The se-
cord is & sketch of a departed sister, & mother
in Israel, whose memory is justly beld in high
estimation.

LUCINDA ELLIS, OF KINGS 0O0. ¥ 3.

The history of our Babbath school childrens’
missionary boxes, presents many an interesting
fact of early piety and juvenile seal for the cause
of the Redeemer. Were it possible to traverse
with angel wings the whole realm of
Methodism, through all its bome scenes, its
Babbath schools and mission flelds, from the
first issue of missionary boxes to our children
up to the present time, we should discover many
a gem of intellectual and moral besuty worthy
of being conveyed by sn angel’s guardian hand
to deck the crown of the Redeemer. Oh that
the church had a treasury for these little gems !
And that every brothgr would be diligent in eol-
Jecting them ! I have at this moment a Mis-
sionary Boz before me out of which I have
counted $0.45 cents, The little baods which bave
often handled this box are lifeless in death. It
is the offering of one of our Sabbath school
children, who has been early called by the Sa-
viour to join the many dear children above.
The sum itself is large, but its history and asso-
cistions are its chief excellency. It is the gift
of Lucinda Ellis, late youngest daughter of Jobn
and Jane Ellis of Woodland Cottage, Kings Co.,
N. B. Lucioda was born in Ireland in the parish
of Drumbolme. Her parents came to this Prov-
iace while she was quite an infant. For some time
she attended the Sabbath school st Portland,
N. B.§ but her bealth failing, her parsnts were
obliged to use all means to ssrest, if possible, the
early symptoms of decline, which ultimately
proved fatal in death at the age of 12 years.
She died February 25, 1864. The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ was always more or less de-
veloped directly or indirectly in the sweet
features of her moral oharacter. Lucinda was,

. in the true sense of besuty, s besutiful obild.

We speak not of the pbysieal form, or the fea-
tures, or of the exzpression of the countenance j
but of her amiable disposition, her meekness,
and patience, and dorility, and love of hely
things. There was no intellectual precosity—
no genius for music, or drawing, or postry. It
was chiefly moral. - The love of truth was a chief
feature. It was the power of truth which form-
ed and moulded the simplicity of her character.
She never told a lie. We bave now a note be-
fore us of a little boy whe when dying, at the
sge of 9 years, penitently vemarked, . J wish J
had not told so many lies.” The universal his-
tory of obildhood is but one sad comment on the
scripture testimony to human depravity, * They
g0 astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies,
Psalm lviii., 3. What but grace, early bestowed,
in some one or other of its sovereign forms,
checks this propensity to untruth? There must
be a first moment when grace is bestowed.
The child, * borm of the flesh is flosh,” John iii, 6.
No element of heavealy spinituality is of earthly
generation. We say in commeon language,
“ lunocent as & child."*But all the seeds of vice
exist in that child. Time, age, and opportanity
are only needed to develope those seeds perhaps
in the murder of its own mother | - To say that
grace is first bestowed in the sacrament of bap-
tism, is not warranted by scripture, and is not
not supported by facts. ‘We need not be too
careful to seeh on- amewer to the question,
“ When does Grace first 'impress the infant
mind with the grand ideas of God, of Cbrist, of
Let us rather urge the necessity of
personal holiness upon parents, and the duty of
prayer for their children. Thea the child, like
Luciuda, is born into the midet of an inheritance
of grace. The child grows up amidst the means
of grace. The family altar ; the open Bible, in
kitchen, in parlour, in bedroom ; the scatiered
tracts on shelves, in dzawe?, in cup-board ; the
House of God ; the means of grace in publie or
io private; the baptismal font ; the mother’s
conversation ; the mother’s resding, singing, pray-
i)2; the mother’s solilcquies in devout meditation
which none but ber child hears ; the silence of
the mother’s voice while ber spirit is uplified in
communion by the work table, by the wash-tub,
by the broomiung, by the ehurning—silence so
ominous to the little pet by her side, that it
asks, ¢ Ma what are you thinking about? Why
dou’t you talk ?* ¢ | am thinking sbout Jesus,
dear ?* “Who is Jesus’ mother ?* Then comes
the first sermon on the cross and the love of
Him who died for thee my child : sermons preach-
ed by mother’s lips—the fountain of all our
divinity—~—on the carpet, or the sanded floor, by
the piano, or the spinning wheel, whea return-
{ug from the House of God, or by the milk-pail
ia the field or shed, or by the garden-spade
mid summer flowers. A christisn mother sows
Heavenly seed by all waters, and in all seasons
instanter and extensively, in the early morning
when the little ones rise from their crib and race
over the bed-room floor to get the first kiss, and
and at evening when the shadows fall and the
nightly prayer is lisped, and the sleepy eyes are
closed with the mother’s holy prayer! When is the
child of pious parents first impressed with grace
and vuth? Rather inquire “ When is the light
formed ?” Whether streaming from the milky
way in midnight beavens, or in the dewy morn
_when star by star expiru.beforo the rising sun,
or amid the noon-tide splendour, or when
Aurora Borealis marsbals ber fantastic hosts at
evening twilight on the sides of the north !
Light for ever stresms. The darkness hideth
not the light in the dwellings of Israel in
Goshen.
There is yet one other feature in the history
of Lucinda, so important and interesting that I
cannot pass over it, and is worthy of the devout
attention of all parente—1 refer to Lucinda’s
conversion to God. It must not be inferred
from her general excellency of character 4hat
there was no need of regeneration; or that she
was converted to God in some mysterious, gra-
‘dual way unknown to berself or to snybody else.
There may be much of preventing grace in ehild-
bood. The restraining influences smid which
they live, may produce an external morality as
in the case of Lucinda. But st the age of 18
years the dear suffering child felt her peed of
that great change which is wrought in the heart
by the Holy Ghost when there is “ a death unto
.sin and a new birth unto rigbteousness.” Her mo-
ther slso saw andunderstood the nature sod the
ity of this change being wrought within
ber. Wor this change the mother daily and
fervently prayed and exbosted Lucinda to seck
it by faith in Cbrist. Many mothers, we fear,
would have been satisfied with the outward meo-
rality of her childbood, and especially with sucd
charming featurgs as were manifested in Lu-
cinda. There was perfect obedience to the mother.
Obedience was » pléasure. lategrity and up-
righinsse, as we serm, preserved .
from falsehood. There for'the M

e

by ber parents. It is easy to imagine
Lueinde asking, * What lack ] yet?” One thing
was yet wanting—it was the witoess of the Holy
Spirit with her spirit chat she wes s child of
God. This witness, the pious motber deemed
absolutely necessary, because without it there is
no regeneration. The witness of the spirit is
Divine impression op the believer's spirit testi-
fying to the fact of his sdoption, but the impres-
siom, s0 sensible, s0 effectual, produces Re-
geveration.  The New Creation flows from this
witness the moment the Spirit of God broods
over the chaos of the sin-troubled soul. There
was as yet no burst of praise from Lucinda's
lips, no intelligent expression of love to God;
because * the love of God shed abroad in the
beart by the Holy Ghost,” is the first sight evi-
dence of the legiumacy of His witness. Alas!
how many mothers are ignorant of this doctrine.
But the Methodist mother is taught to look for
this witness, and she receives it. In ber own
joyous experience she had been on the mount
with Jesus when the light of the Divine Counte-
naace had beamed in unc'ouded splendour upon
ber own soul. The mother knew Jesus. He
had more than onoe laid dowo His own Divioe
attributes of power and love, ssying, ** O wo-
man great is thy faith ; be it unto thee even as
thou wilt.” If the philosopher in the depart-
wment of reason teaches us that the strength
and cepacity of reason are in just proportion

ment could appesl. The swotd, the famine, pes’
tilence, desth and ezile, were the only elements
of rule left capable of subduing them into s ca-
pability of regeneration on s virgin soil. ) In
mercy to the British Colonies of North Americs,
| God graciously stirred up the spirit of many Pro-
{ testant families to join in the exodus. Those
| Bible loving families were the salt of the new
colopies. But for them Ireland would bave re-
peated every form of her misery and supersti-
tion by the side of that other specimen of Rome’s
effete race—the French Canadians. The ‘rit. of
Anglo-American society is the product of Irish
Protestanism. Amid the elements of the debris of
Rome, in which the greatest governments of Eu-
rope have been baffi-d and ovenbn'n,zhnvindftﬂ
of the Divine government isdiplayed in producing
valuable hewers of wood and drawers of water,
diggers of canals and builders of railways. ““The
sous of the alien,” have in very deed, become our
« plougbmen,” “ and our vine dressers.” "\uon.
the many Protestant families who emigrated
from the Province of Ulster the relatives of our
departed sister where among the number. They
arrived in St. Jobn, N. B, in June 1822. To
Jane, the subject of this memoir, are we indebt-
ed for a record of their hope and fear, their faith
and prayer in respect of the enterprise. It is
deeply affecting to observe their carefulness in
seeking the Divine guidance, their desire to glo-
rify Him in all their ways, and the calm reliance

to the knowledge which reseon p )
we thank him for this great law of reason’s
operation, and we at once apply it to faith.
The power and capacity of Faith are in pro-
portion to the testimony which it receives. If
the evangelical Mother receive the testimony
that Christ “ has power on the earth to forgive
sins "—that the Holy Ghost is given to all be-
lievers as a special testimony besrer to this fact
—that the witness of the Holy Ghost is a direct
testimony to my spirit filling me with love, joy,
s mother believes from an Alpine
height of testimony of which the mere formalist
can form no conoeption, Her faith as far tran-
scends the other as the reason of s Newton
transcends that of the ignorant peassnt boy.
The evangelical mother judges and reasons from
s loftier stand-point simply because having “ re-
ceived His testimony,” she “ hath set to her seal
that God is true.” John iii. 33. Her dear dy-
ing Lucinda had not as yet received this testi-
mony. The snxiety of the mother in behalf of
this blessing became absorbing. It was a greater
blessing than health or life for her suffering child.
She watched fcr this change of heart more than
they that watch for the morning.” Ps. cx1x. 6.
But the night of death came and no change.
The pangs of death got hold upon the dear child
and as yet no testimony. As the mother sat by
and watched the sufferer struggling with the
pains of dissolation, ber soul was travailing
sgain for the spiritual life of her daughter.
Hitberto, “ the light bad not been clear nor
derk ” in the experience of Lucinda. But,
blessed be God ! “ At evening time it was light.”
Zech, xiv. 7. Suddenly the couptenance was
lighted up, the little hands were clasped, the
eyes were uplifted snd the dear child cried out
“ O Mornss, Jesus 1s Coue ! Jusus 1s Coxe !
Ieex Hix! IseeHim! 1ax corno Houe!
I aM 00180 Houe ! To BE with JESUS !” 8o
great was the rapture of the child’s expression
that the deep lines of her countenance, which
long affliction bad furrowed there were lost amid
the heavenly glow. The cloud of glory which
had descended to bear her away tinged the frail
form ere it received the spirit out of the sight of
the watehers who stood by the dying bed. This
was the answer to prayer. This was the reward
of faith. This was the dooctrine of Methodism
essentially practical in lite and most vigorous
when the body dies. To send this doetrine to
the uttermost parts of the earth by Wesleyan
Missionaries, the contents of Lucinda’s Mission-
ary box are sincerely consecrated.
Joux BazwstEn.

MRS. JAYE M. BRAD LEY OF ST. JOON, N. B.

Died, in the city of 8t. John, N. B., on Fri-
day, January 6, 1863, Mrs. Jane M. Bradley, in
the 73rd year of her age,Wife of the late Mr.John
Bradley. Mrs. Bradley was born in Newtown
Stewart, Co. of Tyrone, Ireland, 14th of Sept.,
1792. Her father, Mr. MoAll, died when she
was six weeks old, ieaving her to the care of that
complicated providence which alike developes
the misfortunes of the fatherless and the exceed-
iog preeious privileges in the promises to the
widow. Her mother was the daughter of the
Rev. Mr. Scott, pastor of the Presbyterian church

they manifested in the convietion of His guardian
care. From the quarterly tickets which had been
given in Ireland by the Ministers in the New-
town Circuit to our departed sister, we learn that
on ber arrival in New Brunswick she bad been
s member of Society upwards of 12 years. These
tickets were most carefully preserved by her, and
the earliest bear the date of the year 1810. On
landing in 8t. John her first inquiry was for the
Wesleyan Society. In the old Germain Street
church she found many loving, faithful, kindred
spirits, many of whom were not loved tbe less
because they too were natives of the beloved
Emerald lale. With these she continued in un-
interrupted and h ble communion for 42
years, until death alone dissolved the bond in
order that she might enjoy the holier fellowship
above. Her marriage with Mr. Bradley took
place in 8t. John, N. B. The record that there
was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, and both Je-
ous and his disciples were called, is not to be
limited to the current events of that age. It is
a living type of the Divine blessing moving down
the grand ancestral line of time, giving its holy
sanction, and presenting its sacred example to
all believers. Her husband was & man of God.
For many years be was the faithful pastor of a
little class of the members of the Germane street
Society. A brief memoir of his christian life
and triumptant death was given in the Provin-
cial Wesleyan of Sept. 12, 1860

One interesting fact in the life of Mrs. Brad-
ley comprebends much valuable information re-
lative to her general character. She lived to see
all her children truly couverted to God, and unit-
ed to the Wesleyan church., One of her dsugh-
ters is the wife a Minister of the Eastern British
American Conference. What a record of fer-
vent prayer, of godly counsels, of vital faith, and
of boly example is found in this fact! * Her
children arise up and call her blessed.” No
slightest word was allowed to fall u; ir ear
to stain their mind against Ministers or people.
Her affectionate spirit chose ratber to point out
the beauties and to hide the defects of the mili-
tant church. The Sabbath day, the means of
grace and the Ministers of the gospel were held
as sacred gifts of God whose excellency was not
to be dimned by the irreverant touch of & flip-
pant criticism. The fruit of such domestic econ-
omy was the salvation of the souls of her ohil-
dren.

The chief exceliency of her own private char-
acter was the beauty of meekness. Her native
decision of character and strength of will form-
ed an admirable basis and material for Divine
Graoce to exalt into the strength and exocllency
of meekness. It was not a dull, uninteresting
meekness such as would create amid young,
bright spirits a morbid feeling of enmui. A
gloomy hour could not have been spent in her
company at sy time. Her children naturally
told to ber their very secrets. To them she waa
as much the Friend as the Parent. Her religion
was sunshine in the family. The olouds of sor-
row and adversity ooly tended to give to it &
varied development of charm and grace.

The melancholy death, by drowning in the
sea, of one of her sons tended to chasten snd|
to elevate the grace of christian meekness.
When the dreadful news was brought to her,

of Newtown Stewart. This branch of the family
had ioberited tke Presbyterian pastorate of that
town for three geoerations, an interesting proof
of the intelligence, the integrity and piety of the
bouse and lineage of the beloved mother. It is
an fuestimable privilege to be brought up in
youth amid such moral influences as permeated
the family circle of the maternal grandfather.
The Biblical knowledge, the pure morality, and
the strict dowestic discipline of those early Pres-
byterian families formed aa admirable prepara-
tion of the heart to receive the Word of God as
seed sown by the hands of evangelical Metho-
dism. Her mother feared God, but the doctrine
of the direct testimony of the Holy Bpirit to the
conscience of the believer in Christ, producing
the immediate fruits of regeneration, pesce and
joy in God the Father, was not preached in New-
town Stewart in those days. The Word of the
Lord was precious ; there was an open vision.
The * light” of the ministry of the maternal
grandfather “ was not clear nor dark ;” yet it was
* a day known unto the Lord ;” and it came * to
pass that at evening time it was light.” (Zech.
xiv. 8, 7.) The early Methodist preachers vis-
ited the place, and several members of the grand-
father’s family circle obtained the knowledge of
the remission of sins through faith in Christ.
Mrs. McAll, felt alarmed when her daughter
Jane, the subject of the present memoir united
berself with the Wesleyan Socisty. The ortho-
doxy, the respectabil'ty, the prestige, and the
peaee of the family were regarded as sacrificed
by this event. But the consistent character of
daughter dissrmed in the course of time, the
mother's prejudice, insomuch that she resolved
to hear for herself. Mrs. McAll soon found that
the grest doctrine of justification by faith as
preached, and eo ably deferded in the pulpit of
her Rev. fathers, against Romish merits, was not
a mere problem of abstract truth, limited to the
sphere of polemios; but a blessing to be consci-
ously believed and intelligently enjoyed. It
became to her the power of God unto salvation.
The pastor’s favourite theory had been exbibiied
in @ living practical form in the besutiful con-
duct of the grand-dsughter and other members
of the family ; and now the widow’s beart is to
[h made glad with salvation. She rose superior
to the prejudices of educstion, united herself to
the Society, and moreover opened her house for
the home of the Wesleyan ministers. For many
years sbe adorned the profession, and died hap-
py in Cheist. From the death of the beloved
mother & new era of great importance commenc-
od in the history of the orphan children. The
exodus of Ireland to Americs bad ccmmenced.
) ion of Romish misrule bad
energy, the moral vitality,

the language of her smitten soul was—*I1 was
dumb with silence because TH U didst it.” Pa.
89, 9. The waves which bad swept over and
buried 1n death the beloved boy were but faint
images of the sorrow which, from time to time,
broke over her own soul on each fond remem-
brance of the lost one. * Deep called unto
deep.” Ps.42, 7. Yet while the imagination
of the mother, to which grief had given its
mightiest impetus, often pictured in dreams and
fancied imagery the form of the struggling vic-
tim with the waves, the faith of the christian
saw ONE greater than death or hell, amid the
war of the elements, whose voice she heard in
passion’s wildest hour, whispering, “IT 18 I, be
not afraid.”

The death of her husband in the year 1860,
left ber *‘a widow indeed, trusting in God and
continuing in supplications and prayers night
and day.” HE who bad been present at the
marriage, turning the water into wine, was more
eminently present at the dissolution of the
bond, and death became the nuptial hour of
holier and more enduring espousals in the king-
dom above. The remaising short period of her
life, a little more than four years, was one quiet
progressive state of boliness. There were seasons
in those days of her widowhood in waich she
appeared to be lost in the review of the way in
which the Lord had led her through life. Her
mind seemed to visit those periods which bad
been most strongly marked with sorrow and
delivering grace. At such seasons she might
bave been heard, in mental reserve, whispering,
“ My gourd has not withered in & night! My
refuge is the Rock of ages! The Lord did not
forsake me there ; nor them, nor in that trouble.”
On other occasions*while dwelling upon the
| atonement and the love of the Redeemer, the
!nou-l placid calmness would rise into ecstacy
l'of joy, and such exclamations as the following
would escape from ber lips—* O the precious-
Iness! The efficacy of the blood of Jesus.”—
| His blood cleanseth me from all unrighteous-
'ness! GLORY! GLORY BE 70 JEsUs!” Her
| death was sudden. Tbe first stroke was visible,
| but so gentle, and yet so fatal, that it was mot

repeated. Without a struggle or a sigh to mark
| the precise moment, when the spirit passed from
time to eternity, she fell aslee Jesus.
J BrewsTER.

MRS. ELISHA CARD OF WINDSOR, X. 8.,
Calmly fell ssleep in Jesus, on the 25th of
January, aged 83 years. About thirty-two years
' ago, during some special services beld in Wind-
sor, by the late venersbie Wm. Croscombe snd
Brother McMurray, she with many othery, was

sovinsial
very highly ia love the mistiers of Clirist. 86
waé soe of msty good Sidtets in this 4

'hoinduytmdytqdovhubqe‘nloudi
the esuse of God. And she had it in her beart |
to have done much more had ber life been spared.
Sbe was & great sufferer. During the last few |

i

painfal. Bbe often said, if it bed not been for |
God’s belp snd grace, she could not have .n-l
dured with patience,—day and night—what she ‘
bad to pess through. Although she did not|
realise any large degree of joy, she had peace |
of mind, resignstion to ber heavenly Father's |
will, and s very earnest “ desire to depart and
be with Christ which is far better.”

When she was 50 low that it was thought she
would scarcely take notice of what was said, we
were about to kneel round her bed, when ske
opened her eyes and said, *“ O pray that I
may soon be released, and taken home.” Her
desire was granted. She bad not long to wait
before ber redeemed spirit escaped away from
the earthly tabernacle,—in which she had during
many wearisome days and troublesome nights,
groaned with pain being burdened.

“ Here she laid her burden down,
Hallow'd and made meet for heaven,”

J.E

Prodincial Teleslepan.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 1865.

The Great Want of the Churoh.
In & communicatior received by us a day or
two since, from an esteemed brother Minister,
pointed reference was made to the present state
of the cause of God and the prospects of the
Gh\lrc% follogpd by this remark, “ Brotber,
piety, a higher tone of pieiy is needed ; a fresh
baptism of the Holy Spirit is what we want ; this
is the great want. This would give wisdom to
direct, and power from on high ; and then would
we see progress and success. O, may the need-
od grace be given.”

In this expression of opinion as to the neces-
sity of a general revival of religion, a large out-
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pietys 1t ia; Qdud. inatte? of eneoliragement disd

Cifouit, | hope that in the most spiritual of the churthes,

earnest inquiry has recently been elicited on
this subject, and that many are sending up their
cry to the Great Head of the Church, “ Agwake,
awake, O arm of the Lord, awake as in the an-

monthe of her life her afliction was distressingly | cient days, in the generations of old.” Furtber, |

it is matter of devout gratulation that slready
there is the promise of a shower of blessing
upon many portions of God’s heritage. Yet the
tokens of good now enjoyed are not by any
means sufficient to satisfy the lover of Zion. They
are peither 20 wide-spread nor so copious as the
necessity of the case demands ; and for obvious
reasons. The wants of the Church are not felt as
they oughbt to be ; the impediments to prosperi-
ty bave not been removed. There are evils to be
repented of, evils by which the Church has been
paralyzed, and the Spirit of God grieved. Would
we have prosperity P These mast be renounced.
There must be more general humiliation before
God, and s return to first prinociples in the pro-
clamation of apostolic dooctrines in the apostolic
spirit. That which has been taken from the
Lord must be restored to Him. Jealousy for
the divine honour mast fill every professor’s
heart, and prayer without ceasing be made for
the descent of the Holy Spirit. Then will former
days of blessing revisit us, and the Church again
lift up her head. * Try me and prove me, saith
the Lord, if I will not open the windows of
beaven, and pour you out & blessing that there
shall not be room enough to receive it.”

From our English Correspondent.
Parliament and the London Season—Rev. W.
M. Punshon's new lecture—Rev. R. Roberts—
Dr. Cather and Systematic Beneficence— Home
Misery and Missions—the next President.
Now that Parliament has got fairly to work,
and the ¢ season’ has set in, London has begun
once more to sssume that aspect of bustle and
gaiety which has been strangely absent the lu:
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| -un whose force and fluency are more remerk-

| able a8 he was not brought up in infancy to speak
the Evglish language. Mr. Roberts is ia style

extremely rapid and vehement. He is engaged
to preach the Annusl Sermon in May for the
| London Missionary Society.
| The question of Systematic Beneficence is
| being urgently advocated just now. Dr. Cather,
; the founder and Secretary of the Society, is al-
together a character. He is an Irish Methodist
| minister, a graduate of Dablia University, alto-
| gether and unmistakeably a gentleman ; and he
bas become pervaded with the idea that it is his
| mission to spread the doctrine of the duty of
’ proportionate giviog—a tenth ot the income at
least. He exacts however no pledge, nor is
] there any test of membership with the Society.
He makes no collections, not even to defray the
expenses of his meetings ; all these are met pri-
vately, as well as his personal maintenance, by
friends of his own. All that he does is to preach
sermons and give lectures and addresses, urging
systematic beneficence, or giving according to a
method. His success in gaining access to lead-
ing men of all persuasions has really been amaz-
ing, and a large number of persons profess to
hold and adopt his opinions. Doubtless if every
one would do 8o, neither religious nor charitable
institutions would stand still for want of money.
The wealih of this country is prodigious, and is
increasing every day. Living is carried on upon
a more expensive soale, and there is every out-
ward indication of general prosperity.
. It often happens, however, that the extremes
of poverty and of wealth meet together. The
Rev. Charles Prest is gradually pushing forward
his Home mission schemes, intended to lay hold
upon classes of the community which the Circuit
system, hard-worked as the ministers generally
are, is not able effeciually to reach. In many s
common lodging-house of moderate sise, vinety
or a hundred buman beings sleep every night.
Dark damp cellars, where the light of day never
penetrates, except through a small iron grating
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foew months. By ‘ Kondon,’ I bere und
more especially the West End; for as to the
central region, or  the city,’ as it is called by
way of distinction, no chenge of fashions or
of sessons appears to make the slightest im-
¥ i upon its I traffic. mmf\l‘ﬂ' L]

pouring of the Spirit of God upon the churches,
we entirely concur. It has been on our heart,
for a considerable time past, that this is the great
waat of the Chareh ; that without this the Church
must lose power and influence ; must be dimin-
ished in ber usefulness, must fail in regard to
the grand design of ber existence, as the light of
the world, as the salt of the earth, as the divine-
ly-appointed instrumentality for extending the
triumphs of the Redeemer. The Church may
multiply her agencies, may perfect ber system of
ministerial training, may foster her schemes of
education, may erect Ler spacious and splendid
sanctuaries, may vende: her public services in-
creasingly attractive, and may greatly enlarge
the number of attendant s upon ber worship, snd
thereby contribute much to the respectability of
her position, and to the intelligence and social
clevation of her people, wd yet bersell decline
in epiritual power and of sotiveness, and fail to
bring glory to ber divine Head in ae great a pro-
portion as she has often « one under less favour-
able circumstances.

It has for & year or t'/0 past, both in Great
Britain and America,bev'n a matter of earnest in-
quiry and paiaful solisit'«de bow Lo account for the
comparative spiritual dearth which hes prevail-
od, mere or less, in all the evangelical churches,
and as to the causes whish may have contributed
%o this state of things. It will not do to fall back
upon the Calvinistic idea of divine sovereignty ;
this affords mo satisfestory solution of the pro-
blem. From those who are in an attitude of soul
to receive the Holy Spirit, that grest gift of the
gospel dispensation is never withbeld ; and this
remark applid with equal appropriateness to
churebes as to individuals. The hindzances to re-
ligious prosperity are never with the Divine Be-
ing ; they ave always with man himeelf, These
msy be numerous. They may be various; dif-
fering in different communities and in different
churches. But whatever they are, and wherever
they are, they shoald be diligently searched out
and removed. Nor must it be forgotten that
the renuncistion of the wedge of gold and the
Babylonish garment must be the sot not ouly of
the church oollestively, but also of the members
individually, essh for himeell; else the withering
blight,the religious declension, the abaence of re-
vival power, will still bethe burcen of complaint.
Withoat ‘sttempting to enumerate all the
causes whioh of iate have acted prejudicially
upon the interests of piety, we may advert to a
few of them. There is reason to believe that
the desolating war which has reged upon this
Continent during the last four years, and the
war-spirit thereby engendered, have bad an in-
fluence greatly injurious to the cause of God.
_Pd‘i:::lm&&.imymhwt
its w over the brightest hopes of the
church. Questionable business speculations, and
4o eagerness to wealth, have proved in-
imical to the most genial influences of grace.
The love of dress, extreme fondness for fashion
sod display, and the surrender by professors of
godliness, to the spirit of worldly conformity ;
these have done their work in enfesbling the
Church end lessening ber influence. Nor can
we overlook the dram and wine drinking customs
of society—pre still in fashionable life as
well as in the lower circles of this country, but
much more fearfully prevalent on the other side
of the Atlantio—being eatirely opposite to all
that is good, snd most baneful in tendency.—
* Shall I mot visit for these things P saith the
Lord.” One farther class of hindrances to the
work of God should be nmemed, as related to
“ to the offence of the cross.” To labour directly
aad in an effectual manner for the conversion of
souls to God, sometimes involves the endurance
of reproach. To aim st an elevated standard
of piety for ourselves, and 1o seek to promote it
in others, subjects to suspicion and scorn. To
preach some of the good old Methodist doc-
trines, and espesially the doctrine of full salva-
tion and of eatire consecration to the Lord, has
become, with some good mes, quite unfashion-
sble. Bat if Methodism loses sight of ber high
voeation, “ to spread scriptural holiness,” and
becomes ashsmed of the design of Providence
in raising her up, she wiil proportionably lose the
position she has heretofore occupied, as & church
bonoured of God in turning many to righteous-
ness. Wo wishto lift up our voice as s trumpet,
sad to ssy to Methodists everywhere within the
spbere of our influence, * Tbus saith the Lord,
stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the
old pathe.”

Many of the hindrances to the work of God
sbove named bave not been oonfined merely to
some of the churches, but have existed more
lessin all. They are however more distinguish-
able in those churches where better things might
ressonably bave been expected ; churches that
have occupied s higher position than others as
usefuloess. Whea & people, who in yesrs gone
by were greatly honoured of God by extensive
revivals of religion, are lamenting that such days
of grase ase mot now enjoyed in proportion to
the sppliances io use, the question arises, Why
is this P It is surely the duty of every christian

led to give heragif unto the Lerd, and umto his
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over the indicstions of ‘church

forget bowever to beve a fling at Wilberforee's

of the nobility stand by scores in front of the
shops in Bond Street and Regent Street, and
mixed with s small company of such equestrians
as can face the severe frost, drive along Rotten
Row and the Parks at four or five in the after-
noon. The Princess of Wales may be seen in
the mornings driving in & quiet looking close
carriage with her baby, which she usually holds
upon her knee, leaving the lady in waiting to
look out at the window. The usual groups bang
about the entrances to the House of Lords and
Commons, oa the watch to recognize the more
prominent members of the Legislature. Inside
the House, matters have hitherto been very dull.
The Queen's speech, and the debate thereon,
were preternaturally dull; nor bas any debate as
yet excited more than a languid interest. Par-
liament is sinking of old age, and no one seems
to thiok it worth while to disturb the tranquility
of its dying hours. The principle subject and
indeed the only one of large and general interest
which the Government will be prepared to bring
forward during the session, is that of the con-
solidation of our North American possessione,
which is viewed with favour, as far as at present
appears, by all political parties. The failure of
the negotiations for peace, and the apparent cer-
tainty that the war will now enter upon another
stage, serves to allay any apprebension which
might have been felt in England with refereace
to the security of her Canadian possessions.
Yet it is none the less desirable that prompt and
decisive measures should be taken, on other
grounds than that of concern about invasion,
which shall tend to unite under one Government,
the several provinces of Britain in North Am-
erica,

In regard to the Wesleyan church in this
country, there s great cause for thankfulness.
Peace and prosperity are our portion. There
has been a tendency to doubt whether true re-
ligion is really on the advance, and particalarly
to sounid s nqte of ; egard Lo the sup-
posed unpopularity of For this
idea somewhat currently maintained, there real-
ly sppears to be little or no foundation. A num.
ber of writers and speakers have recently held
lugaul Isnguage, to the effect that with ali
the outward and material prosperity of the last
few years, there is no corresponding increase of
the church. The Methodist Recorder has set it-
self resolutely to combat this notion. In ite
issue of the present week is the remarkable
statement, in reference to class-membership,
that more members have been added to the
Weasleyan Society in Great Britain during the
last seven years, or between 1857 and 1864,
than the entire number left by John Wesley
when he died! At the death of our founder,
there were 58,600 members in society in Great
Britain ; but the clear increase during the last
seven years in Great Britain is 59,600, or a
thousand more than the entire number left by
Wesley after half s century of labour. Surely
this dnes not look as if the membership was
being undervalued, or as if spiritual prosperity
was absent. .

Mr. Punshon hes just paid a visit to London.
His resid at a dist from the metropolis
has not caused the public to forget him. Last
week be appeared at two important services—
the one was a sermon on behalf of the Metro-
politan Fund, the other a lecture to the Young
Men’s Cobristisn Association in Exeter Hall
The sermon was a re-delivery, by special re-
quest, of that which he preached in City Road
Chapel for the same object three months ago.
It was suggested to -engage Exeter Hall, but
Mr. Punsbon preferred Queen St. Chapel. Not-
withstanding his amasing popularity outside the
Methodist circle, and the extent to which he is
ocourted by the general public, there is not nnl;:
smong us who is more thoroughly and entirely
devoted to his own people, than William Morley
Punshon. He always prefers sither preaching or
lecturing in one of our own plases of worship.
Queen 8t. Chapel is one of the largest in Lon-
don, snd it was crammed to the ceiling. The ser-
mon scarcely produced the same impression as
on its first delivery, which was attended with sur-
prising effect. His new lecture on Wm. Wilber.
force was attended by & most brilliant sudience.
Those who admire the dazsle and glitter of rhe-
toric of which Mr. Punshon is so great a master,
are somewhat disappointed with this new lecture,
and pronounce it inferior to * Jobn Bunyan "
83d * the Huguenots ;” but men of education
ider it an ad » 88 it respects real grasp
sad power, upon the lecturer's former efforts.
A clergyman of the Established Cbr reb, one of
the most ‘opular in London, exclaimed at the
close “ amazing—he is unapproachable—per-
fectly unapproachable.” The lecture included
sketches of the great Statesmen of the period,
Pitt, Fox, and Burke ; and it concluded with
terzific demunciation of alavery ; but Mr. Pun-
shon very judiciously avoided eny allusion to
the conflict now reging in America. He did not

san, the pressnt Trastarian Bishop of Ozford
and toYemind him pow far be has strayed from
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the evangelical catholicity of his bonoured father.

all the world knew was-not in use in his time,

hoked up with mud and dift, are the abodes of
from fifteen to twenty, or even more, wretched
creatures who are glad to find even this misera-
ble sheiter. Of these some are the sons of
ministers or of leading gentlemen ; many are
found in these-filthy dens who once kept servants
and perhape drove their carriage, and they hardly
desire to be found out in the misery and shame
to which, for the most part, vice and profligacy
have brought them.

Good Wesleyan people begin to ask the ques-
tion, who is to be our next President of Confer-
ence? Some say the Rev. Jobn Lomas, who
has filled that office before, and is now Theolo-
gical Tutor at Richmond. More probably the
election will fall on the veteran missionary Wm.
Shaw; a man whose years, services, character,
and capacity eminently fit him for that honour-
able post; aud whose election will be a kind of
recognition of the Missionary brethren in every
part of the foreign field. . w.

London, Feb. 18, 1865.

For the Proviacial Wesleyan.

Reply No. 2.

Mz. EpiToR,—* Short and to the point,” will
be our reply to the last two letters of Rev. Dr.
Cramp. The question of the baptisms of tables
is at last settled; our antagonist, in reply to
Horne, can only repeat s quotation from Dr.
Wilson which, baving been already proved “ ab-
solute worthless,” is not defended, but merely
again asserted. If. Dr. Wilson had seen the
Chinese putting the feet of their females into
iron shoes, it would bave been as much to the
point. The Dr. then cites the very passage in
Mark, in dispute, to prove his theory, as fair a
specimen of arguing in a circle, as we have ever
seen, There is a certain bird, whose cry re-
sembles, “Katy did, Katy did'nt,” a very concise
argument, but not at all in accordance with the
rules of “ Whately’s Logic.”

We bave not misquoted Chase’s translation
of Irenaeus, for the mmple reason we did not
quote him at all, but gave the rendering of an-
other author. Chase’s translation is rather un-
fortunate for that gentleman’s reputation as s
latin scholar. We happen to have the original
before us—*“ Omnes enim venit per semet ipsum
salvare : omnes, inquam, qui per eum rensscun-
tur in Deum ; infantes, ot parvulos, et pueros,
&c,"—* For he came to save all by himeelf; all,
[ say, who by him are reborn of God; infants
and littie ones and children,” &c. Chase renders
it—* He came to save all by himself; all, I say,
since by him they are regenerated unto God j—
infants and little ones and children, &c., How
be could possibly have perpetrated such a trans-
lation as this, can only be sccounted for, by the
supposition of his connection in some degree,
with the College that teaches that * there is noth-
ing about spriokling” in lavo ! OQur method of
argument was to give lrenaeus correctly render-
ed, and then shew from Chase’s own words that
Irenaeus did distinctly teach the doctrine of in-
fant baptism. This we have done plainly, and
the fraud perpetrated upon our readers exists
only in the Dr's. mind.

As to our quotation from Origen, the Dr's.
attempt to throw discredit upon it has signally
failed. For 1. Rufinus was opposed to the doc-
trine of original sin. What therefore is in his
translation respecting this, we may be sure was
Origen’s. 2. St. Hierom and Rufinus, his trans-
lators, lived not much more than a century after
Origen, and to make him speak of a thing which

must have covered them with ridicule. 3. S¢.
Hierom, also, in his translation of Luke, of the
genuineness of which there is no doubt, Erasmus
himself acknowledging it,makes Origen give very
explicit evid on the subj * Parvuli bap-
tizantur in remissionem p um.”—* Infant

are baptized for the forgiveness of sins.” We
strongly suspect cur reference to Origen will
“ belp” us after all.

Dr. Cramp declares John Wesley has confess-
ed every record of baptism in the New Testa-
ment to be an instance of dipping. Let us hear
Mr. Wesley’s own words—*‘ And as there is no
clear proof of dipping in Seriptute, so thers is
very probable proof of the contrary.” The Dr.
is evidently not “read up”in Wesleyan litera-
tare.

We pass on. In Rejoinder 1, the Dr. says
* there is mothing sbout sprinkling,” in lgvo.
We are glad, however, to find he is susceplible
of instruction. Ia Rejoinder 8, he .cknq\'l-
edges that he was wrong, and that lavo Aas the
poetical meaning of spriokling. This is rather
a comiog down, and we have no doubt, had we
time, we could further shew him, by Schem and
Crooks, that 1o sprinkle is not a mere poetical
meaning. We trust that the latin lesson will
not soon be forgotten. On the ceremory of
cleansing the defiled person, Numb. 19, 19, 21,
our friend is discreetly siient. How the Dr.
managed to hit the pail so fairly on the bead, by
bringing forward the advice of ome of old,
“ Tarry at J ericho, till your beards be grown,”
we canpot imagine. Let him substitute “ Wolf.
ville " for Jericho, and be 'illh.n"“‘htb
exact ides, Mesnwhils during our temporary
tarrying ot Jezicho waiting for this eveat, we
bave amused ourselves by shaking the walls of
the oity, and lest our bearded successor should

succeed in laying them flat, we strongly advise

ruina ft would have been wuch better f"h
Cramp, had be left Mr. Currie’s Cuuy.,
alone, snd thub have spared himselt the po
fication, and vexation, be has so piuinly exhily,
ed. Yours very truly,

STI‘m_

P A e P St

Horton, March 2nd, 1865,
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For the Provincial Wesleyan

MR. EpitoRr,—In * Rejoinder No. 27 .
appeared in the Christian Messenger of thy
ult., we hare sufficient data from which to
what sort of a spirit Dr. Cramp is.. Of
according to his own shewing, be only jy
and he is altogether right, and a very
corteous man. I, however, am inclined o thigg

alike, * cially Dr. Cramp.” A disi
person r:?; find & difficulty in decidm
against, the one or the ollher. For instangy.
Stewart says— )r. Cram
Thg Bapﬁuz are Ann-lh " My' you?:g.:n":‘
. €

baptists, smn-:prmklmg petws.
The only difference between the two, Stewart an
the Doctor, 18 that wherein they differ, exoep
it be this, everybody knows that Siewar'®y akey
use of a definite, appropriate and truthfy]
instead of an indefinite, inappropriate, and jn N
sense in which it is used, unfruthful and unger;
tural term, viz., Anabaptist instead of Baptist |
challenge Dr. Cramp to a truthful devial of gy
But what meaning,what application, what iy,
fulness is there in the Drs: peculiarly choigg g,
pression ** sprinkling persuasion " _Suppoy
“ courtesy” has made it customary (0 sayly
tist instead of Anabaptist, does Lhat circumstag,
give a trutbfulness to the former, or destroy §
appropriateness of the latter term? or can ty
circumstance conceal from the view of the thig,
ing, intelligent masses of the christian world g
fact that the Anabaptists in claiming on gy
ground of mere “ courtesy” to be called Baptisy
in the exclusively scriptural sense of that term,
are sailing under false colors, and imp
asking the christian world, to stultify iwel by
sanctioning the fraud ? The Anabaptists sey w4
are Baptists, in cortradistinction to all othey
sects, because WE ONLY baptize. We hnow ng
thing to compare to this, as an unvarnished pisy
of sssumption, except that of Mahomet
forth that he only was the Prophet of the Moy
High. Just look at it a little more, our Savigy
commissioned his aposties to * go and preach gy
gospel to all nations baptising them,” &e. Py
sing over the intervening time, the various fory
of church government which bave obtained, g
the various classes of ministers who have iy
employed, in proclaiming, in various parts
world, the everlasting gospel of the Son of
we asked, in the Nineteenth Cantury tog
mit that the Anabaptists alone *“ Baptise ig ¢
name of the Fatber, and of the Son, and of §

calling them Baptists. We are asked to dotl
in opposition to, and violation of our own dy
and holy feelings, and enlightened convictionsy
the contrary, and while they unblushingly o
with a seal worthy of a better cause, are labop
ing might and main, to supplant and superss
and render null and void the ministrations ¢
all other religious denominations. The efim
tery of the request no amount of [courtesy @
conceal or justify. Itis almost equal to &
“ Yankee idea of wmiversal annexation” Wy
farther—
Stewart:—The Apa- Dr. Cramp:~Ths
baptist error had not yet assertions betray
erept into the primitive amount of i
church, and that it re-and a boldoess of 8
maios for men of mod- sumption which well
ern times to preach and have been inconesivsh
defend that God die- were it not evideat th
bonouring docttine.” hatred to God's ond
nances, and seal ¥
human traditions
drag men into the
and leave them them'
Hem! It will be admitted that they ar botl

very much alike in thess extracts, copesially §

is o0 impregnated with the positive, we mi
Resitatingly admit it as a precious bit of ps
experience. The man must be deep Jow?

| mire of uncontrolled passion who can th#¥
with such & vengeance, and in such abusies®
Mercy on us, can nobody rescue Stewart? ¥
does the Dr. mean to say that the “
error " is an ordinance of God, and thet sll ¥
oppose, and expose, and reprobate it, 8¢ ok
branded as baters of God's ordinances, sd
cimen of Dr. Oramp's Christianity, 1 wish bis
luck of it, and bope that he may live t0 enjd
the pleasure of rep ting and retracting ik ™
Dootor says, “ the baptism of belioverss 08
dishonoring doctrine | I pity the poor erests®
who bas uttered this atrocious libel, and hes d#*
ed 50 to speak of Christ’s command. Asdl®
tort by using the expression in its legitimato®
plication. What can be more * God-dishonorif
then ‘to administer the ordinance of repen
and faith to those who caa neither repent ¥
belie ve, and to treat them on the ground of ¥
sdministration as members of Christs Chursh
“But Doctor, who has said that baptism of bt
lievers is an Anabaptist error P If you dof
mind, Satan, | mesn “ Stewart” will get 8
advantage over you. For who, but thyself, b
spoken in an “ atrociously libellous manneré
Christ's command ?” It must fall upon thy o
head Doctor, with the additional infamy of th®
insinuating, that what is beld up as a grave emet
and a God-dishonoring doctrine, by al. the cheit
tian world, the Ansbaptists excepted, is slso?
command of Christ. Doctor, you cannot thee?
dust enough to blind every body. Besides, y
are indicating & * near way ” to Rome, witho#
going through “ Oxford.” Does it not sssd
8 little of the “ Beven Sacraments ” so to spssh
of ** administering the ordinance of repentss®
and faith.” Just send that across the Adet
to Ireland, and you will drsin * Lough Nesg®
snd “ Lough Derg ” of all the Romish devots#
who are wearing their lives away in eots?
Penance there— Repentance and Faith sdmis?
tered by one man to another man! The p¥
people who said * Then bath God also to#
Gentiles gracted repentance unto life,” mustb®
been in s lamentable state of ignorance; e
the Apostle could aot have been much mor®
lightened who said, “ For by grace are ye
though faith ; and that, not of yourseives:#’
the gift of God.” But now, we understand
Repentance and Faith constitute an ordis®”
which Christ bas commanded Dr. Cre rx:p.l"-
Ansbaptist bretbrer to administer 10 Belie®
Butif they are believers Dr., why administe ¥
pentance and Faith to them ? Better far o8
nister these to the impenitent and unbeliei®
that they may be saved.

The Dr. tells us that  Stewart” quotiog ¥
Dr. Chase’s writings “probably did so from
ignorant or careless transcriber.” The* ¢
tion ” therefore proves nothing. I, doubts®

was wisaly ordered that Dr. Chase's work b9
fall into the bands of an ignorant and ee¥ |
transcriber, so that quotations from it ’
prove nothing. We connot see, bowever,”
“muwmul
en by the Dr. and his own, exeept hthl""
exarsiee of the mind,” whatever that map bb
may include

Dc.b  him up out of the place, to flee

that Mr. Stewart, and Dr. Cramp are very magy -

Holy Ghost,” by graciously and condnouﬂ' .

Doctor. The comment on “ Stewarts” sl

something of the * Decirine ' ¥
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