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BY JOHN P. EARLY y ESQ,

‘THE SUNDAY
It becomes my pleasant duty

signment of the

SCHOOL A8 A MEANS OF GRACE."”

| . -
under the as- | pit. Solomon says -
Exccutive Committee, to

er appreciation and apprehension of spiritual

truth brought out in tke
than would be the case as realized in the de
c'amative and hortatory productions of the pul
** Counsel in the heart o

man is like deep water, but a man of under

interrogative form

bring before you this beautiful theme,

thoughttul cont=mplation ; to lead

for your
you by the
prescntatior: of its more salient points, to full-
er discussion of the subject ;

standing will draw it out.”

as it may be sim- in the Christian Church as the most perfect in
ply toyou a religious problem, or else as it

higher nature, as your experience may have | Christian system as evidenced in
been moved upon by the

the
internal testimony of | ments of belief as enunciated by the different
the Divine

In order that the beauty of the topic, if not

The interrogative torm of teaching found in
use by the learned Rabbis, became established

its nature for the statement of exact trath, in
may touch upon the self-consciousness of your fixing the points and shades of faith in the

state-

Spiritin your Suuday School work. | Councils of the ancient Chureh, and continued

in use by service in rendering the dogmas of

societies, and urged it in the classes; and, there isno serious danger of our being crushed of social indulgence, and
glory to God! now I preach it beoause Ido by the opposition of enemies, or the contempt
- enjoy it.  On reading a letter in an old maga- of false friends. The storms and winiry blasts
- zine, I was much struck with the expression, that .bave swept over Methodism have only

selves out of the world by suicidal hands. Al
the attendant miseries of poverty, wretched-
f ** Believing views are transtorming views, ’ and caused it to take deeper root, and grow up in
- | was led to meditate on 2 Cor. iii. 15; my soul greater strength and beauty. Neither has
was much blessed, and in the evening I preach. Methodism been disturbed by doctrinal here-
ed from it with unusual liberty ; my faith was sies. It is remarkable that none of the divi-
strengthened, and my hopes were brightened. sions and disruptions, that have occurred in the
Afier preaching, and at the class, a young per- bistory of Methodism, bave arisen from dis-
fon present related her experience, and bw putes about doctrines. We have proven by
ber testimony that * the blood of Jesus cleans- experience that the best protectiop against un-
eth from all sin.’ The members seemed athirst scriptural fancies, and sceptical theorizing, is
for this full salvation. I imagined I saw the to keep the fire of divire love burning in the
blessing at a little distance, but I could not bearts of the people. And as the great mission be awakened.
grasp it—I did not possess it. This was on ©f Methodism was to kindle this holy fire in the | widely felt event than has yet bappened must

train bebind the indulgence ot this terrible ap-
petite.

There are no patent modes tor remedying
this sad condition of things. Every sensible
cure the evil. A general ecthusiastic movement
throughout the country on the part of Christian
men and philantbropists would be a very effec-

ness, and disgrace roll on in an interminable —_—
L

are dropping down quackery; but how easily it may become so,
into the drunkards’ grave or hurrying them- how perilous the tendency is in that direction,
it is not difficult 40 see.—Scribner's Monthly

for January
PROTESTANTISM IN MEXICO.

10 the Editors of the

Watchman.

enclosed (0 me.

|that s0 ciear a summary ol events in

Drar Sirs, —May 1 beg the favour ot fuser-
plar may aid in a reform : no one can certainly | tica tor the following letter addressed to you

< - | from our devoted Wesleyan triend, Mr. Peth-
jerick, in the city of Mexico, which bpas been
Aud may I indulge the bope
that
tive measure if such a concurrent effort could | COUNtry may rouse the attention of your read-

. ers? You bave kindly given much space in
But some more tragic and| e Watchman for intelligence trom Mexico, |

its sublimity—tor is not every thing truly sub-

lime which treats of God and man ?—may be | Church :

the better aud more clearly comprehended, let | own Church since its

us analyze a woment,

A means ot gracc—a phrase in so common use |
that we apprehend it | as lost much of its beau-

titul sigmbicance by familiarity - just as we find ‘ class to

that many ot our grand old hymns,

Watts stands forth the exultant Christian, wi

Lroad acres of the future world and sing :

**When I can read my title clear
T'o mausions in the skies.”

-or that other, alike significant one, in which
the Christian soldier makes his e urage daunt-
less, and-his endurance doubly strong, by his
self-questioning in singing :

“Am I asoldier of the cross,” ete
lose all theiv age-enduring beauty by being
drawled cut by a company such as those ot
whom St. Paul said, ** Now it is high time to
awake out ot sleep,™ and who should be if ap-
propria‘ely engaged, singing with Cowper :

“ Where is the blessedness 1 knew,

When tirst I saw the Loid ¢
So may it not be that the words of our topic
have lost much ot their force and beauty by
commonplace usance. It these words were
now for the first time spoken in our hear-
Ing, as conveying  the delightful thoughts
and inward experiences which they impart
to the Christian Sunday school worker, how
would we be strack with their regular sim-
plicity and aptness

Mcans—a method—an instrnment.

Grace —Divine influence upon the soul.

Means of grace, a thing or medinm through
which God touches upon, or comes in contact
with, the human soul by an inward divine light ;
its: end, or consummation, inter-sympathy,
communion between God and the soul.

Some may inquire whether we are not exalt-
ing the work ot the Sunday school too highly,
and be ready to conclade that it is not entitled
to any such bigh position in the economy of
the Cburch ot God as that which
claim for it.

we

Let us examine the working of the Sunday

school. and see what are’its material and its
appliances ; taking first that department which
i3 the most nearly connected with Christian ex-
perience ; namely, teaching.  One of the prim-
ary objects of the Sunday school is the impa t-
ing of instruction, and that of the highest na-
ture, 1t being drawn from the Divine Word
and that instruction is conveyed to immortals
any one of whom are of more worth—as esti-
mated by one whose ideas of value are pertect,
—than all this world with its wealth of land
and sca, gbgold and diamond, of stores of
learuing, sud treasures of art.
The end sought in this instruction is the regain-
ing to these immortals ot a paradise lost, and
their salvation from an impending eternal death
—a work ‘the most sublime and grand of any
that ever \-ngrlss.\wl the lhuugllts of men; one
that led even to the abnegation of the glory
that the Son had with the Father before the
world of mankind was lost. The 'assuming, on
his part, of the character and life of Jesus fof
Nazareth, together with the subsequent death
of Christ on Cavalry ; which two tacts ot real
objective life mean more to the world of man-
kind thaw all the words, characters, and idoms
buman lunguagc can ever express, and which,
in the incompreheasiblencss of their mystery to
aogelic minds, remain so unsolved to them
that they are scarce able, though deserving, to
look into it,

The inquirer may still a-k if, in the ordinary
and simple manver of conveying religious truth
in the Sunday school there is a suitable adapt-
edness to tLis work, and are Sunday-school
workers not assuming a field ot labor left, in
the Gospel cconomy, to that older and more

pretentious iu~rruun-n:ulit.\‘, the preachbing of

the Word of Life

8¢

i some may even now think
0, aud imagine (Lat Sunday school teaching is
8 were Luman invention for holding the young
in harmless re reation during a part ot the Sab-
bath, and preventing their wandering off into
the open ficlds of mupiety and irreligion.
In ¢!
DOW—more than this,
tioning |
d.l_\ =school 1o be

mto the N ‘Tipture narrative.

We find that in the Listory of more than balf
of the Life time upon earth of Jesus of Nazareth
bat one incident is recorded by the Evangelists
—that occurring at the period of life which was
regarded as the individual line between  child-

hood aund youth,
value as determining in our minds the estimate
we should place upon the method of instruction
used in the Sunday school.
and

** The answering
a~king of questions,” however simple it
iy scem, the example of our Saviour and its
conspicuous notive by the holy evangels, raises

tat once to a position by the side of the ex-
pounding of the Word.
It not unfrequently hap-

A leading German
theol ) 14N Says
Pens in our human life that the questions of
others are suggestive to great minds, and like
steel upon the flint, draw forth their innerlight
at the same time revealing to their own souls
the unknown treasures that lay in the hidden
 depths, but they give more than they receive,
‘the outward suzgestion only excites to action
and

Teceptive rather than creative minds, by 1ncit-

1ng the latter to know aud develop their own

Tesources,

the creative ene rgy, and men of reflective

fnay not olny learn much from [their
Uterance. but also diffuse the streams which
gush with overtlowiug fullness from their abun-
dant well-spring.”  Thus the questioned and
80 the questioner are alike benefited by a clear

| s 3
striven In

beat tiful | tions to the individual belore them,
as poetic compositions, in word, selections and “ aimed to make
in imagery, such a one as that in which Dr.

timing tor the Sunday-school—as we do
and that the art ot ques-
1as Divine sanction, raising the Sun-

a means of grace, let us look

This is an incident of great

the late Ecumenical Council, of the Romish

separation from,
growth out of, the Church of England.
What teacher is there among us that has
the teaching of a Sunday school
adapt the experimental or heart ques-

or

and has
them of as practical and pointed
a character as the scholar would hear without

. 10 | offense, but has found that the Divine Spirit
13 by a cloudless faith enabled to look over the has turned it back

upon the questioner, so that
the teacher would feel that the whole class be-
fore him had a right to and did actually meas-
ure hinrby the standard of the question ; this
rcflex influence has been felt and acknowledg-
ed by all earnest teachers, leading those who

are Christ's to a higher and more spiritual lite ; |

and those sincere miuds who stood idle hither

to, because no man hath hired them as labor-
ers for the Master in his vineyard, have often
here found the pearl without price; among the
number of such latter, we may meution a fresh
and clear example in the experience of a
young man in our school in a neighbouring:i
city, who, possessed of a quick and active mind, |
and being, in the the temporary absence of |
teacher, assigned to tle teacher's work in the
casual manner, the upper edge of the sword of
the Spirit cut so keenly into the heart of the
questioner himself, that an active Christian was ‘
soon developed from the embryo teacher, and |
in a short and brilliant race, in which his pro- |
ficiency appeared unto many, he reached the

goal and the victor's crown. Who that has |
any knowledge of the circumstances of this |

|
|
|
|

remarkable case, can have any doubts as to the |
patent fact that the Sunday-school was a mear s |
of grace to this youog brother in sufficing, by |
the favor of God, in a few short months, in
bringing him to glory, and, we believe,

with
stars in his crown also. !

o s _
But it is not as ncans of grace only for
teachers that we are to look at this subjeet. |

If the [reflex action of Divine truth is thus
potential upon tke teacher, then, of course, its

more direct action upon the tanght must be
here | clearly apparent.

*“Thy word giveth light,”
is said of the Bible by the Bible, and the prom-
tse of the author and Unspirer ot Divine truth
is, that his, ** Word shall nct return unto him
void, but shall perform that whereunto he bath
sent it * is being verified in more than a thous-
and instances every week, as each rucceeding
Sabbath sheds its light upon more than that
number of Sunday-school scholars brought
to Christ.

And what shall we say now of the Sunday-
school as a means of grace to its officers ? We
may say this much, atleast, of the superinten-
dents of a school ; that if they are not growing
personally in the graces of the Spirit and in the
knowledge of the Divine truth, that they are
not simply and only falling short of the apos-
tolic injunction, but that, they are wronging
their own souls and cumbering the vineyard.
In addition to the direct spiritual advantages
growing out of this direct spiritual contact as
above indicated both upon teacher and taught,
may be added the power and influence of music.
The @sthetic power of music has been recogniz-
ed bojh in the Jewish and Christian Charches.
The Temple service of the former derived no
small portion of its power over the senses of the
soul by the skill of the singers ot Israel, and in
the employment ot every instrument giving torth
a musical souad.

In the institution of the principal sacrament of
the Christian Church by our Divine Master,
while we are not told of many doubtless impor-
tant ceremonies connected therewith, yet we
are told they sung a kymn.

While uninspired writers tell us that the in-
habitaots of the celestial country reason aboug
‘fate and free-will,”” yet the Bible nowhere
tells us that we shall need to teach or learn in
that better country—because a heavenly—yet
we are told that the inhabitants sing and em-
ploy instrumental music; ard as there is no
imperfection in that land, there will, therefore,
be no discords there in the music that shall
swell through the mansions prepared by the
Saviour for his own, so that acquiring love and
taste for true music in the Sabbath-school we
are eularging our capacity for enjoyment in one
of the delightful employments of the great here-
after.

As an additional power exerted by the Sun-
day school, we may mention the iofluence of
assimilation. The spirit of fauth, trust, and in-
nocency native in childhood, we are told, must
be realized in the older and the aged in order
to become members of Christ's Kingdom. The
remarkable power exerted upon the more ma-
ture by association with childhood is a matter
of common observation and remark, and it is
also attested by reason and revelation—as the
soul intently fixing its gaze upon Christ be-
comes like him, so by association with child-
hood the character becomes molded by it, and
the most symmetrical Christian character is the
one which bas in it the most of the spirit of sim-
ple faith or truthfulness akin to those traits in
childbood.— Western Advocate.

S

SANCTIFICATION.

The followiny letter 1s taken from the Life of
the Rev. J. Henly, a most devoted and successful
minister in the Wesleyan Charch.

Atter alluding to Peter Bohler's advice to
Mr. Wesley, when he was sceking justifying
faith, ** Preach faith until you have it, and
then preach it because you have it," he pro-
ceeds :

** This I resolved should be my plan with re-
gard to sanctification. I consequently contin
ued to read all I could get at on the subject,
and preached on it frequently, especially to the

|and we now see a great awakening amongst |

Against Christmas-day the members decora
ted the church with evergreens and tlowers
very tastetully indeed, thus showing the interest
they take in this work. There is also being
laid out a very pretty garden in the space lead-
ing from the church door to the street, which,
when finished, will be
Each member brings a contribution of flowers,
and the school-children also contribute their

quite  an ornament

mites in the way of orname nting the wav into
God's bouse.

Sunday, Dec 31, notable
the first time in which the Lord's Supper was
administered in ex-papal church. M:
Aguas had beea preaching preparatory sermons

day, being

was a
an

some two weeks previously, so as to give the

and as in use in the discipline ot our

| with joyful anticipation,

| there was a blessedness connected with them \ ily satisfied with past achievements, but of rest-

Wednesday the 16ih. The day tollowing I bearts of men, and this godly enthusiasm was | occur before the community will be generally
preached at Williton from 2 Cor. xiii. 9. This the secret of her power, we may look for ber | alarmed and aroused--if indeed any more trag-
was a second sermon on that text, and having | 8reatest danger in the decline of this spiritual  ic is possible. For years, the first grand move-
| described the rature of the apostle’s wish, and | life and fervor. There is a darger of our self- ment started torty years ago through the gen-
| showed its reasonableness from Scripture pre- complacently dwelling upon the achievements | eral sense of peril felt by Christian men, car-
| cepts, promises, prayers and examples, my ob- | and successes of the past, and forgetting our | ried everything before it, and changed even the
Ject was now to bring this doctrine to the test Obligations to act our part fai:t fully in the liv- | customs of society mn our country. Its force
of experience, and then to show the desiruble “ ing preseat. Churches, as well as families, are { had not died out when the era of law brc ught
ness of the wish, by mentioning some of the |.in danger of depending for tespectability upon | prohibitory statutes to the reinforcement of mor-
advantages connected with its realization ; and | their connection with worthy forefathers. \\'e’ *. suasion, and it secured invseveral States
while enlarging on this subject. my views of it | should beware of resting on our oars, boastful- | their vigorous administration. The remarkable
I canrot describe.. Never before, | ly recnunting past victories, till others are al- | rcformation among the inebriatos:lhemselvel in
| I believe, was my whole soul so lost in m_‘.‘ilowed to pass us in the race of usefulness. | 1840, led by the ‘* Washingtonians,” renewed
subject. I seemed to have such a representa- | There is earnest patient work to be done in the | the sinking vigour of the cause, and the earn-
tion of the beauty of holiness, that my atten- | Present, by every Church that would maintain | nest and wise efforts among the childretll perpe-
f tion was riveted, my affections were engaged, | its ground. tuated it for a generation. The appropriation of
my desires were more than ever ardent, and| Lbere is danger of being hampered by hav- | the strong social element, recured by semi-se- |
my determination was never to rest satisfied | 'Ng more machinery than we have vital force to | cret associations, with forms and insignia, kcep;‘
Ewm,oug that full salvation from all sin which I {_work effectively. Even success becomes em-|a working party always in the field.
:snw to be my privilege. My hopes were full | barrassing sometimes. Church building and
[that God would, ¢ cut fshort his work,’ and | various financial and other operations may en-
[ make

were such as

But all these organisations, like every human
agency, alter a time lose their vital force, and |
and cease to be a leavening power in the com- |
that there is neither | wunity. Laws governing the appetites, with-
I time nor {energy to expend in extending the | gut the enthu.iastic support of moral arguments

work. A tree-handed evangelist, coming into | jose theic respect in the community, and their
[ & neighborhood where he no has charge, often | yanctions will not be faitbfully administered.
On retiring, my soul was so drawn out to God | APPears to great advantage as compared with | Bagides, in closely drawn party divisions the
after this blessing, that I could get but little | the stationed pastor, because be bas nothing to| opponents of law, by uniting in a body with
[to do but devote binselt to aggressive

an end ol sin. With these hopes I sang | 838 so much of the time of ministers, in order
sin. 2 s z |

to sustain existing interests,
* O glorious hope of perfect love,
It Lifts me up to things above,
It bears on eagle's wings.’

sleep ; my language was— work. | either side, are able to modify or repeal a stat-
It is theretore of the utmost importance that ute, or so to weaken the stamina of the oppo-
|our work be so arranged, that we be not 80| site party as to take all vitality out of the exe-

‘‘ cumbered about m.ich serving.” in the tem-| cution of it.

* Nor can I, Lord, nor will T rest.

Till I am saved indeed.’ |

I awoke early in the morning of the 18th with | .

' . S A { poralities ot the Church, as to neglect direct au-

my whole thought tully occupied®n the subject ; | X kK Thi ! ° ®
and though I was so tull of anxiety and restless | gr?’?sne wor 18 we can never S.MEI" s

There is a danger not only of being too eas-

The last two forms of law proposed or at-
tempted as an experiment have many poiats to
recommend them. The one now pending in
our Assembly secures local prohibition where
the majority of a town so desires it, thus de-
tending the rural portions of the State trom the
uncontrollable vices of the
large towns and cities; and the Illinois plan,
which is now in successful operation, makes
the seller, after legal warning, accountable for
all the consequences of his awful traffic in poi-
son to the person and tamily of the habitual
drinker, and requires a bond ot $6,000 at his

desire, yet they were not painful feelings ;
which I caanot explain. It was now imprvsscd‘ ing in the letter o{t doc(rin'nl truth, set: forth by
on my mind that I must immediately get on my l our slnv)d.;u‘d wrltcrn.. which have to vs ,’ou
knees—that God was about to display his sarc- th_“r spiritual uw‘nnln_g sad power.“ Whes
tifying power. It was very early; [ arose, and | W C'\l("'v,".”_):e of l-orgl.venv.ss, the Witness: of
had much treedom and power to wrestle in pray- of the Spirit, the Sanctification of the heart, he
er.  Various were the suggestions of the ene lwm“_“‘ of what had bern wrought out as Kving
my, that I must do this or that; bat faith re- | €OnViction, and pergonal experience in his own
sisted all. My hopes were so full, and I felt|50ul- Letus beware that these doctrines, while
8o satisfied, that as it was the work of God |fiMiliarly spoken-ol, and generally received

and nuisances

alone, he could then perform it, that I resolved | Among us, do not become mere theological ex-
to lay hold on the first promise that presented | Pressions in our creed, without any correspond-
itself, 1 pleaded the miracle of the cleansed ! 1N Teality in the life. There is a dangerous

band to meet its requisitions. The latter,if faith-
fuliy executed, would doubtless be a most effec-
tual preventive of the free vending of the pois-

leper, and said, * It thou wilt, thou canst m:\kcr
me clean.” Instantly I believed, God had |
done the work, and I felt a calm, a joy, a peace |
spread through my soul, such as I never felt
betore, and such as I cannot convey an idea ol".}
It was not an overwhelming, rapturous joy, but |
a sweet peace and holy love that is unspeak- |
able. - I telt 1 love God with all my heart. I
saw myself as nothing, and Christ all in all. |

It was not long before T was tempted to!
doubt, and to question whether this was full

sanctification which I enjoyed. That it was a

state of experience far exceeding any thing I

bad ever received betore, I could not disbe-

lieve; but I thought I would not profess to!
bave realized perfect love. However, whilc:
joining in family prayer, my soul was so over- |
whelmed with gratitude for what God had done, |
that I found I must speak of it. In the even-

ing, in private, my soul was much enlarged. |
and God graciously confirmed my confidence by
a powerful application of these words, * Now |
ye are clean through the word which I have

spoken unto you.' Since then I have been

powerfully assailed; but I can say, ina certain
sense, The enemy cometh, but findeth nothing
in me. In the midst of all his assaults, and
other trials which I have had to pass through,

I have felt constant peace within, and uninter-
rupted union with God. But I find nothing in
tLis state to justify any relaxation of watchtul-
ness or prayer; just the contrary; it indeed
enables me * to pray always with all prayer, and
to watch thereunto with all perseverance.’
And I see it to be both my duty and privilege
to be still pressing forward ; tor 1 do not count
myself to bave attained a point beyond which
I cannot go, or from which I cannot fall; but
I see more than ever the necessity of an in-
crease of faith, love and humility—indeed
of every Christian grace, and my prayer is
that

‘1 may deeper sink, and bigher rise,
* Till He transplant me to the skies.'”

SOCIAL DANGERS AND ()BLI(;ATIU.\'S‘\
OF METIHODISM.

{
The weapons and tactics of the enemies of |

religion and truth are olten changed, though |
their spirit and purpose remain the same. |
These changes of front, on the part of the ene-
my, require corresponding modification and |
adaptation of methods by the Church, in de- |
fending and disseminating divine truth. As
individual Christians are at different periods
assailed by widely different kinds ot tempta- |
tions, so the Church of Christ in the world, at |
different periods of her history, has been as-
saulted by diverse forms of beresy and ungod-
At one time it is a tendency to doc-
trinal heresy. At another time the truth is
beld in unrighteousness. Or the form of god-
liness has been maintained, while its power has
been denied. At such a time the Church, as
well as the individual Christian, must follow the
example of the tempted Saviour, and wis_cly
adapt her methods of defence and aggression
to the prevailing evils and dangers of the
times. But what are the special dangers to
which Methodism is at the present day ex-
posed > What are the special obligations of
Methodism in view ot the tendencies of the
present time? A knowledge of the right
answers to these questions is necessary to an
intelligent pertormance of our duty as a
Church, at the preseat crisis of the world’s
history.

The experience of the last hundred years en-
ables us to say, thankfully and confidently, that

liness.

possibility that statements of truth, which were
instinct with life to those by whom they were
first expressed, may become liteless dogmas to
others who accept them as true.

There is a danger from a tendency to con-
formity to the world which arises from worldly
prosperity. Methodism bas retained its pris-
tine lite and power in poverty and reproach;
will it equally well sustain the ordeal of wealth
and. popularity ?

onous draughts of the streets. To be obliged
to support all the poverty incident to drinking,
and to be responsible for the acts of violence
and the deaths that usually ensue, would be too
beavy a burden for even the treasury of a rum.
seller to endure. The former law, whick would
meet with fewer opponents in our State, pro-
bably, than any other prohibitory statute:
would be of great practical service in a large

There is danger trom our proportion of the towns ot the State.

wealthy families conforming to the worldly
usuages of their socially respectable but irre-
ligious neiglbours. There is danger that in
building costly churches, with fine organs, and
everything stylish and fashionable, we may
come to regard these things as essential to the
prestige and power ot Methodism, and to imag-
ine that to have these outward signs is to be
strong and successful, and to be without them
is to be feeble and unsuccessful. This is a
grave and dangerous mistake. Christ’s king-
dom is a spiritual kingdom. The grandest vic-
tories have been won, where there was little
dieplay of the trappings ot wealth or of outward
material prosperity. Nor should we forget
that some of the grandest ecclesiastical edifices
in Christendom are places where priestly mum-
meries are substituted tor the pure Gospel of
of Christ. It would be easy to multiply evi-
dences that external display, and material pros-
perity in a Church are no sure tokens of true
spiritual progress. But we must leave the fur-
ther discussion of this important subject for
some tuture time.—Chris. Guar.

But what is most wanted is a thorough and
deep conviction throughout the community of
the peril of the hour arising from the prevalence
of drinking habits, and the falling way of active
eflyrts among young and old to pledge the peo-
ple as in former days, against this fearful indul-
gence. Our judges, our prison inspectors, our
penitentiary wardeas and chaplains, and our
almshouse keepers, bear testinony to-day as
heretofore to the effect ot alcoholic drinks in
filling their institutions. Every form of crime
is made more violent by its use, and most of
them arise directly trom it. It is insiduously
again working its way into the Christian Church,
and from time to time we have painful evidence
of its hateful presence among ministers and
laymen. - We need a temperance revival. It
is to be hoped that the general refreshing now
enjoyed so largely throughout the Churches
will bring a new and powerful accession of
vigor to this important moral reform.—Chris.
Advocate.

ADVERTISING CHARITIES.

INTEMPERANCE.

Over the column recording the violent and
murderous assaults that had occurred in our city
during the previous Sabbath, a daily paper
placed this heading, ‘‘ More Arguments for
Temperance Reformers.” The ardent workers
in this field bave only too maany illustrations at
this hour ot the certain and frighttul effects of
stimulating drinks, and ot the constant increase
of indulgence in this direction. Indeed, it
might be certainly expected that with the pre-
vailing demoralization of the hour the use of in-
Sin is

So, too, there is no barm done when, in the
conduct of some Christian charity, the manage-
ment declines the ordinary methods of solicit-
ing assistance, and prefers to take such gifts as
come to it from the good will of people who
bave seen the good work in which it bas been
engaged. Once in a while there is a charity
80 obviously meritorious, so free from waste
and ostentation, that it scarcely needs to ask
for help. Its works praise it and solicit for it
without need of other eloquence or importunity.
But if such a charity should presently begin to
plume itself on its success, and openly profess

toxicating beverages would increase. ! - ] 1
always gregarious, and intoxicating drinks are "j“’“' SlupfrIOI to commen ways and means, a
y kind of miracle among things uatural, there are
some good men to whom it would thereby be-
| . " : - e
conscience in order to stifle its cries, they may } comf? odious. There |s-no such cﬂlclma ad-
basten that work by stupefying themselves with | Yertisement as to advertise tha't one does not
advertise. Some years ago, when there arose

alcobol or opium. ; ;
b a slight unpleasantness between one’ of our

both a cause and an effect of vice. If men in

their business or pleasures constantly abuse

{the inbabitants, with fierce persecution, and | members right notions ot what that Sacrament

| not a little suffering. We see a mighty
’7 of thought, and the utmost opposition and con
| troversy that is possible where the ecclesiastics
[ cannot actually kill. The native press, there-
[tore, ought 1o be vigorously employed, and
| there are men in Mexico well able to use it.
Their great need just now is money enough to
enable them to meet their antagonists by put-
[ ting the truth into people’s bands while I\;od
{1s graciously aflecting their hearts with the
’power ot the Holy Ghost.
’ Surely some ot our wealthy friends will

give
belp at this juncture.

I am authorised to say
that anything sent to Mr. Rabling, Parc Brack-
et, Camborne, or to me will be forthwith ac-

[knowledged in the Watchman.

Believe me yours most truly.
W. H. RuLk.

Croydon, Feb. 17, 1872,

To the Editors of the Watchman

GENTLEMEN,— At the commencement of the
new year it may not be a miss to cast a glance
on the events of the one Just past, in connection
withi the ** Church of Je.us™ in Mexico.

In the beginning of last year this infant
Church through the bad faith of one who should
have acted differently, was on the point ot
collapsing : but God in his mercy sent us back
our beloved brother Riley, and things at once
tock a different tnrn ; the congregation in San
Juan de Letran at once began to augment, and
soon the saloon was too small to contain the
people.

The Church of San Jose de Giracia was then
putin order and duly opened for divine wor-
ship, where soon a congregation of 800 persons
were united to worship God in Spirit and in
truth.

On July 2, Rome retired from the contest
which she provoked, leaving the ficld open to
Protestants, and thuy virtually declared her-
selt idolatrous.

The riot in the town of Tizayuca, where our
brethren suffered so much both ' in body and
estate, further manifested the enmity of the
Papists to everything Christian, and the since-
rity of those who suffered the loss ot their
all rather than again submit to the galiing
yoke of Papal bondage. The restitation of
these brethren to their civil and religious
rights by the State authorities proves also that
the Government sees the necessity of support-
ing us, and o assisting them to spread the
true principles of liberty through this Republic.

The riot in Morelia, in which the rioters kil-
led one another, proves also the guardian hand
of God over his people, not one of whom was
injurod, and who have re-established their ser-
vice in a more public place than ever, thus
clearly demonstrating it to be a firmly ground-
ed conviction which they have, and not an ef-
fervescent idea.

It is worthy ot notice, also, how God has ta-
ken care of the principal workers in this mis-
sion: for instance Segovia, in Tizayuca, who
was left for dead, yet strange to say, notwith-
standiog all his almost mortal wounds, still
lives, and having seen :1ome of them, I cannot
comprehend how he is living, except by a spe-
cial interposition of God.

Again, on the night of the ‘* pronuncamien-
to" in the citadel, during wkich time there were
seditious cries in the streets, and the Rev. Dr.
Riley and Mr. Aguas were in their balcony,
when a rifle shot passed fearfully elose to them,
evidently fired with the intention ot murdering
one or both of them, but the plan was provi-
dentially frustrated.

Also during an attack on a place near Tlal-
manalco by a party of rebels, who, wishing to
augment their forces, eatered with the cry of
** Death to the Protestants,” which cry put the
leader of our people in that district on the alert.
He, knowing the bypaths of that district, offer-
ed himselt as guide to the Government troops
and led them on to the encounter ; but the ene-
my was very much superior in force, and they
had to retreat. On came the enemy, and was
almost on our Indian brother, when a shot
struck the commander of the rebels, and be fel]
dead from his Lorse ; this horse galloped in the
direction of Pedro Reyes, our brother, who
seized the bridle, and in a moment was in the
saddle, and so escaped to come in here to tell
his tale, bringing the horse with him.

The establishment of boys' and girly’ day and
Sunday-schools, the formation of a Young
Men's Christian Association, and a theological
class. are not amongst the least ot our instity-
tions.

Congregations have been formed in various
parts of this valley and other parts of the coun-
try, so that at present there, are at least sixty
Protestant in  this

congregations tepublic,

The strain also upon physical and intellectu-

s : city theaters and a notorious newspaper, the
al powers incident to the business modes of the

theater in question began vehemently to call all

day and to the general baste to be rich, ereates
a call for some stimulant to invigorate the
weary energies of nature. The unrested mind
and body require the whip and spur to keep
them up to the required standard of activity.
Wine and stronger drinks are now establishing
their right by the laws of ** society,” without

men to witness that it did not advertise in the
‘.\'. Y. Soandso.
| ter all, that theater was any less efliciently ad-
vertised because of its withdrawal from the
columns of the Soendso. By a sagacious
combination of business adroitness and personal
animosity it satisfied its 1esentment and pub-

apology, to appear again upon side-boards and
to disgrace the dioner-table. Paul, at the hand
of unfortunate interpreters, is made constantly
to advise Timothy to take a  little wine for
the stomach's sake,” although about all the
wine of commerce is positive poison to the
coats of that loag-suffering portion of the
body.

The medical profession are increasingly dis-
posed to recommend alcobolic stimulants to
their patients, while not a few of their own
number are well-nigh hopeless inmates of asy-
lums for inebriates, and many more are prepar-
ing to tollow. Our promising young men, pro
tessional and otherwise, are in large numbers
falling into the fatal snares that beset the path

 lished
|

| So, to have it publicly asserted that this philan-

ilhropic work or that religious enterprise has
|

| . .
| ceived and wisely used whatever aid bas come

{toit, in answer to the prayers aod faith of fits
well knowa directors, is really to solicit help
| by an adroit and probably successful method.
| But to advertise that one does not advertise, to
; solicit indirectly on the ground that no solicita-
[ tion is practiced, and to set down as a kind of
miraculous income what is obviously the result
of causes and motives such as operate contin-
ually in buman affairs, is to run a great moral
risk, to say the least. It isnot always disin-
genous, probably; it is not always spiritual

its announcements at a single stroke.

never asked for money, but has gratefully re- |

varying in number from 10 to 500, Truly we
may say, ** What bath God wrought !”

But this is not all. In the beginning of De-

But it did not seem that, af- | cember last, the handsome chbapel of Balvane-

[ra, alongside the large and handsome chureh of
[San Francisco, was opened for public worship.
[ TLis is one of the principal events of the year,
{and bas spread much fear in the Papal camp,
{ It is in the principal street of this city, and was
resort for Mexicans

formerly the fashionable

to worship. The day was an avepicious one,
|and a multitude of people were unable to enter.
| The service was conducted by four ex-priests
land the preacher of the day, Rev. Manuel
Aguas, the subject of his sermon being Gor pel
liberty. Our people were enthusiastic, and joy
beamed from their countenances at the thought
that at last they bad a temple wbere they could
go publicly and worship God according to the
diciates of their own conscience and the teach-
ing ot Holy Scripture, no man daring to molest
them or make them afraid. It was a day of
trinmpk of the liberal principles contained in
the Constitution, and a proof of the impotency

of the clerical party in this country.

stirring

| is and how it ought to be received. Although
| the church of San Jose is a good way trom the

centre of this city, yet some 4Q0 partook of
| that blessed ordinance, which was administered
[by four ex-Popish Priests and Dr. Riley. It
: was a blessed season, and Christ did not tail to
| commune with bis flock whilst they commemo-
| rated his death and passion. A deep and holy
feeling pervaded the brethren and sisters,
some of whom could not restrain their tears,
and sobbed aloud. It was a feeling which
forcibly brings to mind the words of the
poet,

Lo, God is here, let us adere,
And own how dreadful is this place.

and yet it was such as to cause one to feel at
I home, at the teast of love spread tor the family,
presided over by Christ Jesus, our elder broth-
e It was a melting tim», I assure you, and
one that will ever be remembered in connection
with this work.

There bas also been planted a Christian
church in the very centre of headquarters of
Mexican idolatry—viz., in Guadalupe, which
bas caused great commotion amongst the Pa-
pists; it being, like Ephesus ot old, the grand
point from which they extract their principal
gain and keep their hold fast over so many poor
benighted souls, especially the females. How-
ever, the standard of the Redeemer is plauted
there, and the ground claimed for Him. Of
course, at first, a movement was oa foot to
drive the Protestants off the griund; but
the Prefect was determined to protect our
people at all bazards, and so no barw has been
done.

The two following circumstances are very in-
teresting and instructive: In the two fashion-
able churches of this city, which are newly
fitted up to fight us, they have removed nearly
all the images, aud put in very handsome cedar
benches for seats, having backs. Whyr, if
images are not contrary to Christianity ? The
second is: the Archbishop is beginning to read
in the vulgar tongue some portions ot oly
Scripture publicly in the Cathedral. Why, if
the people cannot understand it ? In this man-
ner are they being forced out of their old ways,
to try and save the tottering old fabric, which
some day will come down with a crash, and
leave the Church of Jesus in the field, which
ignorance, bigotry, superstition, and false-
hood bave had possession of for so many
years.

A rather amusing circumstance bas takea
place, which is this: Some weeks since the
Archbishop said something in one of bis ser-
mons condemcatory of our Bible and Protest-
aotism in general. This baving become known
to one of our brethren, an ex-captain of the
army, ha went to see the said Archbishop, and
accused him ot having said these things, and at
the same time wishng him in all good faith to
prove from the Bible the truth of his assertions,
at the same time producing his New Testament.
His revereace wished to be excused and to re-
tire, but no, our brother tollowed him aad said
be would have an answer; so at last, the pre-
late finding himself put into a corner, confess-
ed that be did not say the Protestant Bible
was false; on the contrary, it is true, but it
ought to have notes atiacbed, to which, of
course, the ex-captain did not agree. How-
ever, they parted on very friendly terms, and
he was invited to come to the pa'ace whenever
he thought proper to consult on these matters.
This, you will allow, was enough to have sent
him to the stake in former years ; but now poor
fellows, they are obliged to moderate their pre-
tensions, and such fear has the Archbishop of
the Protestants, that he has ordered all the Po-
pish papers to cease speaking of us ; thinking,
no doubt, the more the matter is written about
the more the attention of the people will be
drawn towards us.

One other instance, jto give you an idea of
the struggles some of these poor people have
to undergo before they finally become Protest-
ant. The mother of one of our scholars was
the mistress of a priest, sad this boy the result
of that relation. He (the boy) having grown
up, was wade acolyth in a church, and soon
after this time bad become acquainted with a
Protestant boy and some books. After whick
he did not care to attend mass, and begyzed his
mother to go to one of our services, which she
refused to do, and severely chastised him. No.
thing daunted, he finally persuaded her to at-
tend the proposed discussion on July 2ad of
last year, she believing the Protestants would
have the wurst of it. However, the discussion
not having taken place, through the shameful
flight ot the Popish champion, she patiently lis-
tened to Mr. Aguas’ sermon on the second
commandment, which made a deep impression
on ber mind. They returned to their home by
train, and the woman took down a much vener-
ated image from its pedestal on a small altar,
and with a succession of blows tried to break it
up, but could mot, it being made of very tough
wood. She went to bed, but not te sleep in
consequence of her troubled mind. The next
morning the discarded doll was again put into
position, and again removed, and thrown on
the floor. This was done three times, when it
was thrown into the fire, as also the pictures of
the so-called saints hanging around; but the
poor soul never slept for three nights, so terri-
ble was the struggle in her mind. She has be-
come one of the most fervent members w¢ have.
and s0 earnest is she that she bas set off on a
visitjto ber family {o try and convince them of
the errors of their ways and the necessity of
fleeing to Christ as their only safety.

Jonx Pernrrick.

Mexico, Jan. 16, 1872,




