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MIRAOLES,

As the Gospel of to-day relates one
of the miracles our Lord performed, |
am led 10 say & few words about mir
acles as used in evidence of the trath
of the divine doctrine of Jesus Christ
Qertainly our Lord appealed to mir
acles sometimes as proof that He had
divine power, but that was by no
means the crale, T'he miracle of chang
ing water into wine was performed for
wo such purpose. On other cccasions
He bade those whom He healed to say
ootying about it. And St. Matthew
exprossly said that the reason why Ie
wrought not many miracles among
those who knew Him best was because
ol their unbelisf ; the very reason we
woanld think why we ought to have
worked mirac'es before their eyes so as
to onlige them to believe in Him. And
Ht Jonn als) intimates that our Lord
did vot place mach reliance upon be-
lief that oaly depended upon miracles ;
for he says, ** Many believed, seeing
tho sigos that He did. Bat Jesas did
not trust H.msolf to them, for He knew
w at was ia _man.' Il we read the
Gospels attentively we shall see that
it was true then, a8 It has been all
through the history of Ohristianity,
that the trinmph of His divine truth
has not been due to miracles, but
rather in spite of them. If there was
then, or bas been since, anythiog
which the world hates to learn of, and
obstinately refuses to credit, it is a
mira e

“ The idea of God or any messenger
from God pretending to do thiogs a
man  canovot understand ! Don't |
know nature well enongh to know that
@ven if God made it He ecannot chaoge
it? To believe in miracles I would
have to acknowledge God knows what
I eannot know "' That is the way men
think, if they do not speak out their
thoughts quite so plainly. There have
always been miracles, plenty of them,
enongh to convert the whole world to
Ohrigtianity if that were the means in-
tended by Almighty God to briog
abous convietion and conversion. A
man convineed against his will is of
ths s me opmion still ; and miracles
convinee men agsinst their will—the
will of their proud, self-conceited, re
bellions heart. They see them plainly
a8 you and I do, but they won't believe
thom.  The triumph of our Lord’s holy
veligion, therefore, has not been due to
miracles of healing. These are the
things unbelievers hate, as they do
@voery other sign of Christ that de-
mands their submission. Bat what con-
quers the world despite itsel! is Love
and the sacrifi ves that it makes. I‘ney
eannot stand out against the sight of
our Lord s love, even unto death, nor
grze upon the love of those who
through all generations have taken His
place, and spoken, prayed, preached,
suffered and died in His name, without
being won to bellef.

S0, my brethren, if you are anxious to
gonver: anybody to our holy faith,
never mind about miracles : and do not
be sstonished if they pooh-pooh argu-
ments as strong as the reasoning of St.
Taomass. Go and show them a little of
the unselfish, charitable, sell-denying,
aufloring love of Christ. Let them see
ho » sweet spoken and kind you are to
the poor, how patient you are in afillie
tion. wow nobly you sonquer your pas
gions for God's love, and resist tempta
tions to drink and steal and gratily de
gires of the flush, Did I say never
mind about miracles ? [ made a mis
.ba\m For if you do what I have just
totd you, [ am{inclined to think some
)( vnu will be 'doing as great a mir
acle as there is jon record. Yon that
are stingy, give iru:vly You that dis
like the poor, go and serve them. You
that re ’.’!‘H"f:l'llil:[,{ of God's prov-
idence, submit to your lot like a man |
and a Ubristiau. You that are a drank

ard, take the pledge and keep i |
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@aympatny and the problem will have tc
be met sooner or later,

Protestian
Wher the

polic These are our guerios.

—1am in receipt of your
Kind lotter stating that you have heard of
mpts we are making to place the
f Catholieity to the extent they
before our free-
thioking friends, and recent comrades.
We thank you for your expression of

It osnnot be
ddentifod with ** How to talk to the
?' Where are the men ?
literature ? What the
ol i

clergy whom we approach, persietently
assert that they are not equipped for a
propaganda to freethinkers, that the
questio 4 they propoand require special
consideration in order to deal with
them After a pretty thorough ean
vass of thia diocese for eighteen months
wa have succeeded in getting less than
half a dozen men to speak at our meet
iogs, and these, when invited to come
again, with one accord begin to make
exouses. And yet »e treat them with,
for us, great consideration, and we have
the conutenance of the Archbishop.

As to literature, Heoker Is of most
utility to us. We thauk you sincerely
for the books of his you mailed us.
We fteel of so little ascount that we
are absolately ready to erawl to any-
body who will throw usa kind look,

or understanding * The Kxile of Erin,’
by Campbell. I knew that Erin meant
Ireland, the home of my forefathers—
and to morrow (and the reason for the
concert) was St. Patrick's Day. I'or
the rest, it was poetry—it was a
‘piece,’ I voluntecred next morning
at the concert, my services were more
or less doubtiully accepted, and then
with a confidence, which I would very
willingly purchase no~ at any sacrifice
or price, 1 walked upon the so called
class-room stage.

“‘Several times bofore I left that
school I was iavited to appear again in
other entertainments, much to my de-
light, Tnese I might call my frst
public appearances, &8 on some 060a:
sions the attendance was very large,
oonsisting of the parents, relatives and

but literature ? Yes! Apropos of
Father Hecker's pamphlets we are in |
clined to think that the man Hecker
or rather “The Story of His Soul’s
Quest ' is of iofinitely more value than |
anything which he said in a set way, |
sermons, arcicles, ete. The first half |
of Elliot's Biography contains the gist |
of what our people at this stage can
assimilate seeing that it containg the
testimony of a man who tried Radieal-
ism in all its phases, who was thrown
back on his own personal nee's. This
with the attempis he wade L meet
them, together with the affimation |
that he found what he sought in Catho
licity is, what we must ring the changas
on at this stage in the proceedings. |
If we could bave the first hall of
Kiliot's Biography of Hecker, it would
certainly be of immense worth in the
propaganda. Newman is of sapreme
value or of no value at all, Ouly the
distinctive literary and naturally re
ligious appreciate him. However his
“Presont Condition of Oatholics in
Kogland'' has its uses in correcting
prejadice, |

Now permit me to make another
suggestion. I do believe, ye, | know,
that there is literature which was
never intended for propaganda, which

does turn one's thought, sympathti-
cally, towards the claims of the Charch

without one at first knowing it. This
may be a fancy on my part. | refer to |
the fiction and poetry of Catholie- |
minded men. I will not farther specify
at present, but il you would like to |
know the literature to which [ allude,
say so and I will state what sort of |
literary stuff is calculated to draw |
shallow and susceptible people like
ourselves into considering the claims
of a Church which ex res-es the stock

|

ceremonial on earth. |

Pardon, I pray you, the infelicities |
of a neophyte and do not withdraw |
from us your kindly and highly appre- |
clated consideration.—The Missionary,

HER "' FIRST PIECE.”

Miss Margaret A\uglin contribates to
the Bohemian some notes with regard
to the beginning of hor career. She
says : * When I was about fAve years
of age my mother sustained a very
severe accident, and it was thought
advisable for the quiet of the hnuuo to
dispose of me, so | was forth»ith con-
fided to the very good and watchfal
care of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart,
whose convent almost overlooked our
own garden. During the weeks I spent
there, petted and made much of, I
learned my first * piece.” How easily,
or with what great mental stfain this
feat was accomplished, I can't tell now
I think, however, that my application
must have been very thorough, as
the first lines of that little verse are
vhe on'y ones whicn I bave ever wewur
ized and not as quickly forgotten. Not
more than an odd sentence or two
could I quote to-day from * Mrs Dane,’
* Roxane, ' or
parts,

““My firat piece (the one I've never
forgotten * Little Pearl Honey Dew,’)
was tho beginning of the end—the
awwakeni ! what
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And any person not ecarning

| printing, afler years spent in perfect

| 1, page 631 ) admits that the *‘ ground

| in the Jesuit Acosta's work, entitled

| understond at the time was the import-

friends of the papils.”

ON FAIRY TALES ABOUT THE
CHURCH.

To auy of our non-Catholic readers
who have been simple enough to take
stock in the current fairy tales about
the Church always opposing the pro-
gress of the Natural Sciences, we
would recommend the study of the fol-
lowing few statistics taken from a re
cent ** Little Catholic sidelights :"

Gutenberg, inventor of vhe arl of

ing his art under the influence of the
Chureh, died and was buried fifteen
years before the apostate monk Luther
was born.

The agnostic historian Hamboldt,
writing on the progress of science dur
ing the sixteenth centary (Cosmos, Vol.

work of what we at the present time
ca!l Paoysical Geogzraphy is eontained

“* Historia Natural de Las Indias.”
Karly in the ixteenth century, the
Catholic navigator, Sebastian de KElcano,
lieutenant of Magellan, was the first to
circamnavigate the earth. So well

ance of this, that he obtained for his
armorial bearings a globe, with the

¢lorions inscription : ** Primus circum-
dedista me."”

The masses could not have heen so
very igno ant, after all, in old Catholie
times, judging from facts handed down
to us. Kvery intelligent person who |
has ever crossed the Atlantic knows
how indigpensabla for ocean navigation
is the Variation compass. And yet, as
Humboldt tells us, the first that was

| ever constracted was the work, not of
of religlous truth in the most perfect | 4

some university professor, but of an

ingenious apothecary of Seville in
Spain, Felipe Guillen, This, says
Humboldt, was before 1525.—Brief

Catholic Comment.

‘' FIND THE CHURCH.”

No well informed reader needs to be
told that the non-Catholie Christian
world is in a state of great nnrest to
day. In what the chief cause of this
unrest consists, and how this cause
may be removed is most clearly and
convineingly shown in a remarkable
little work (‘* Find the Church ') re
cently published by Herder, St. Louis,
Mo. The author is Rev. William
Poland, S, J., of St Lonls University,
the eminent and popualar writer on
theological and ethical ques ions., We
give a sample of Father Poland's way of
approachiog his subject :

** This aid is ifotended to meet a
speeial need of many who profess Chris-
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any other of my old |
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t anity. They have their own special

difficulty which arises from a fact that

is plmu to the oyes of the world.
i

the
recognize the div

‘ Christ
‘ They recognize that Christ estab-
lished a Religionus Society which is

called a (‘hurch

*“ They recognize that Christ left
certain truths or doctrines to that
Society or Church.

*“ They recognize that the profession
of Christ's teaching or doctrine is a
| condition for membership in His Chureh.
{  “ They recognize, finally, that the
acceptance of His doctrines on His

| lepe, Ellicott City.

with the doctrine held by any other one
of all the Institutions.

* Bo that the dificulty which basets
the ‘inguirer is a two-fold diflicalry.
He asks himself :

1. Where does the name ‘Church
of Carist’ really belong ?

* 2. How are men to-day, to get
the exact doctrines taught by Christ ?’’

The editor of Comment knows no
more suitable book in these busy days,
for earnest religious inquirers, than
this preclous little work of Father
Poland's,—Penny Booklet.

STANDING REBUKE TO INTOLER.
ANCE,

The bronze statue of the late Mgr.
Doane of Newark, has been completed,
and will shortly look down from its
pedestal in one of the busiest parts of
that city.

Born an Episcopalian, son of one
Episcopalian Bishop and brother of
another, he did not hesitate wheun his
conscience bade him enter the Catholie
Chureh,

** In the erection of this memorial to
the deceased prelate,”” says The Moni-
tor, ** mea of every form of religious
belief and of no belief have vied in their
genarosity and effort. I'he day of the
aaveiling will beheld QCatholie priest,
Protestant minister, Jewish raboi all
standiog on the same platform to do
hooor to a man who all alike loved aud
respected. This statune of Mgr., Doane
will be a credit to the great city ol
Newark. Iu will be a perpetval anti-
dote to bigotry. It will be a lasting
evidence of the liberal spirit of its
citizens. The cassocked prelate will
b: the advocate of religious peace
Tne :erions, kindly face of the cld
friend will be an inspiration to all thao
is pure aod uanselfish in life. Few
cities will be able to boast of such a
mopument. The dead monsignor will
live and love and labor more than
when he walked the streots which his
monament now guards and decorat2s.’”’

———el e
PRAYS AT PUOE'S GRAVE.

One of the greatest admirers of the
writings of Kdgswr Allan Poo Is the
poet priest, Rev. John B. Tabb, pro-
ressor of Eoglish at St. Charles’ Col-

Every wonth, or, at least, every
chance that Rev. Dr. Tabb gets to come
to saltimore he pays a pilgrimage to the
grave of Poe in the little grave yard
1ia old Westminster charchyard, at
Fayette and Greene streets. There is
no other person more ioterested in the
movemnent to place a more elaborate
stone over the gravein the little church-
yard. The poems written by Poe, he
says, have never been equaled Ly any
poet.

So enthusliastic is Father Tabb over
the writings of Poe that every day he
recites to his pupils a couplet, if not
more, which was written by the great
poet.

** Young men, '’ he tells them, ** Poe
never had an equal. He was the poet
of all poets — that's why I advise youn
all to read his works. Don’t give them
only cursory readings, but digest what
he writes.

Father Tabb is a poet himsell. Fre-
quently he contributes to the magazines,
and many of his contributions are
eulogies on Poe. His monthly visits to
the grave are done with great reverence,
Daospite the shortecomings of Poe — for
Father Tabb does vot believe that all
geoius is the work of the temperate
Father Tabb goes to the humble grave
and, kneeling down, prays for the soul

{ the dead poet.
Father Tabb recalls the toushing in-
cidents in the sad life ot Poe. He says
one of the saddest was the devotion
exhibited even up to his death by Mrs.
Clemm, mother of his wife, whom he
loved as his own mother. Winter after
winter, woen both he and his wife were
ill, this noble woman, thinly clad, her
face wrinkled frowa care, went from
editor to editor trying to sell a poem
or story for him,
—————
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Golden Counsels and a Word of
| Warning
| Some time 820 We came Across a card
i of ruzgestions ior the ennobling of our
| lives 'hey were admirable and strik
ing, bt the card bore no pame tor
veal the authorship. ey ran as fo!-
| 10 Be
| 1. Say nothing yoa would not like

(God to hear.
i 2 Do nothing
| God to see,
|

you would not like
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is the best form of insurance for anyone desirous of
making provision for his own future, and who in the

some protection for those
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Such a policy with the North American Life affords
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3. Write nothing you would not like
God to read.

4. Go to no place where you .would
not like God to finu you,

5. Read no book, of which you
would not like God to say: ** Show iL
to Me."

8. Never spend your time in a wny
that you would not like God to ask :

* What are you doing now ?’

if to these g lden counsels we add a

word of warning :

fee! we should have offered ecounsel,
which if fol'owed, wounld realize true
happiness.—Irish Messenger.
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Unto how many, many sonls has not
the name of Mary and the thought of
Mary been a comfort! How many
many souls has she no% led to the feet
of Jesus, her Son and her Creator.
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;How Christ Said
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