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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.
Third Sunday after Kplyhany 

MIRAOL1H.
Ah the Oonpel of to-day relate# one 

of the mirackh our Lori performed, I 
am led 10 #ay a few word# about mir 
&clo* a# ii-ed in evidence of the truth 
of the divine doctrine of Je#U8 Ohrlst 
Certainly our Lord appealed to mir­
acles sometime# a# proof that fie had 
divine power, but that was by no 
mean# the rule. The miracle of Chang 
ing water into wine wa# performed fur 
no Much purpose. On other occasions 
He bade those whom He healed to say 
Dotting about It. And St. Matthew 
expressly said that the reaeon why lie 
wrought not many miracle# among 
those who knew Him beet wa# because 
of their unbelief ; the very reason we 
would think why we ought to have 
worked ml racks before their eye# #o as 
to oblige them to believe in Him. And 
8t John als > intimates that onr Lord 
did not place much reliance upon be­
lief that only depended upon miracles ; 
for he way#, “ Many believed, seeing 
th-i signs that lie did. But Jesus did 
not trust H.mself to them, for He knew 
w at was in knan." If we read the 
Gospels attentively we shall see that 
ft was true then, as It has been all 
through the history of Christianity, 
that the triumph of Ills divine truth 
has not been due to miracles, but 
rather in spite of them. If thero was 
then, or has been since, anything 
which the world hates to learn of, and 
obstinately re!uses to credit, it is a 
mira tie.

•• The idea of God or any messenger 
from God pretending to do things a 
man cannot understand ! Don't 1 
know nature well enough to know that 
«even if God tn-tdo it He cannot change 
It ? To believe in miracle* I would 
have to acknowledge God knows what 
I oannoi know " That is the way men 
think, if they do not speak out their 
th nights quite so plainly. There have 
always been miracles, plenty of them, 
<enongh to convert the whole world to 
Christianity if that were the means in­
tended by Almighty God to bring 
about conviction and conversion. A 
man convinced against his will is of 
the s me opinion still ; and miracles 
(Convince men against their will—the 
will of their proud, self-conceited, re 
bellious heart. They see them plainly 
as you and I do, but they won't believe 
th tra The triumph of our Lord's holy 
religion, therefore, has not been due to 
miracles of healing. These are the 
things unbelievers hate, as they do 
every other sign of Christ that de­
man is their submission. But what con­
quers the world despite itself is Love 
and the sacrifices that it makes. They 
cann it Htaud out against the sight of 
our Lord s love, even unto death, nor 
gflze upon the love of those who 
through all generations have taken His 
place, and spoken, prayed, preached, 
suffered and died in Ilia name, without 
being won to belief.

**<>, my brethren, If you are anxious to 
convert anybody to our holy faith, 
never mind about miracles : and do not 
be astonished if they pooh-pooh argu­
ments as strong as the reasoning of St. 
'Tnomas. Go and show them a little of 
the unselfish, charitable, self-denying, 
(suffering love of Christ. Let them see 
ho v sweet spoken and kind you are to 
the poor, how patient you are in afllio 
tlon, uow nobly you conquer your pas 
aions for God's love, and resist tompta 
tious to drink and steal and gratify do 
sires of the flseh. Did 1 say never 
mind about miracles ? i made a mis 
take. For if you do what f have just 
to'.d you, ! am (inclined to think some 
of you will be 'doing as great a tnir 
acle as thero is ;ou record. Yon that 
are stingy, give freely. You that dis 
like the poor, go and servo them. You 
that are coopla'ning of God's prov­
idence, submit to your lot like a man 
and a Christian. You that are a drunk 
ard, take the pledge and keep it 
You that are living like a beast, get 
honorably married and live chaste. 
You that have hands getting hot for 
hell with lil-gotten money, make full 
restitution. Tnese will bo miracles— 
miracles of grace ; and against such 
mira -b s unbel ef never will have any 

ni nr p .wer to resist either Con­
or (‘ inversion. And then you 

to the unbeliever : 44 If yon 
, believe in the Catholic religion 
truth sake, look at me and be 
for the wor< it can do. It can

argunie 
vlctUm 
can ■ \ 
will noi

brin g 

de d i

sinner back to God, and thf 
eater miracle than raising 
n ui life.

clergy whom we approach, persistently 
assert that they are not equipped for a 
propaganda to freethinkers, that the 
quostio s they propound require special 
consideration in order to deal with 
them After a pretty thorough can 
vass of this diocese for eighteen months 
we have succeeded la getting less than 
hall a dozen men to speak at our meet 
ings, and these, when Invited to come 
again, with one accord begin to make 
excuses. And yet we treat them with, 
for us, groat consideration, and we have 
the countenance of the Archbishop.

As to literature, Ileoker Is of most 
utility to us. We tha ik you sincerely 
lor the books of his you mailed ns. 
We feel of so little account that we 
are absolutely ready to crawl to any­
body who will throw us a kind look, 
but literature ? Yes 1 Apropos of 
Father Hecker's pamphlets we are in 
dined to think that the man flecker 
or rather ‘‘The Story of His Soul’s 
Quest " is of infinitely more valu** than 
anything which ho said in a set way, 
sermons, article*, etc. The first h-ilf 
of Klliot's Biography contains the gist 
of what our people at this stage can 
assimilate seeing that it contain* the 
testimony of a man who tried Radical­
ism in all its phases, who was thrown 
back on his own personal nee Is. This 
with the attempts he made to meet 
them, together with the affi-mation 
that he found what he sought in Catho 
licity is, what we must ring the changes 
on at this stage in the proceedings, 
if wo could have the first half of 
Elliot's Biography of Hecker, ft would 
certainly be of immense worth in the 
propaganda. Newman is of jmpreme 
value or of no value at all. 
distinctive literary and naturally re 
liglous appreciate him. H >wever his 
4 Present Condition of Catholics in 
England" has its uses in correcting 
prejudice.

Now permit me to make another 
NUggestion. I do believe, ye*, l know, 
that there is literature which was 
never Intended for propaganda, which

or understanding 4 The Exile of Erin,' 
by Campbell. 1 knew that Erin meant 
Ireland, the home of my forefathers— 
and to morrow (and the reason for the 
c mcert) was 8t. Patrick's D*y. For 
the rest, it was poetry—it was a 
‘piece.* I volunteered next morning 
at the concert, ray services were more 
or less doubtfully accepted, and then 
with a confidence, which I would very 
willingly purchase now at any sacrifice 
or price, 1 walked upon the so called 
class-room stage.

“Several time* before I left that 
school I was invited to appear again in 
other entertainments, much to my de­
light. Tnese I might call my first 
public appearances, as on some oooa 
sione the attendance was very large, 
consisting of the parents, relatives and 
friends of the pupils."

ON FAIRY TALES ABOUT 
CHURCH.

THE

To any of our non-Catholic readers 
who have been simple enough to take 
st »ck in the current fairy tales about 
the Church always opposing the pro­
gress of the Natural Sciences, we 
would recommend the study of the fol­
lowing few statistics taken from a re 
cent “ Little Catholic sidelights

Gutenberg, inventor of the art of 
printing, alLer years spent in perfect 
ing his arc under the influence of the 
Church, died and was buried fifteen 
years before the apostate monk Lubher 
was born.

The agnostic historian Humboldt, 
writing on the progress of science dur 

■ ing the sixteenth century (Cosmos, Vol.
! U» pag« 634.) admits that the "ground 
I work of what we at the present time 
| call Poysical Geography is contained 
| in the Jesuit Acosta's work, entitled 
“ Histona Natural de Las Indias." 

Ktrly in the ixceenth century, the 
i Catholic navigator, Sebastian de Elcauo, 
i lieutenant of Magellan, was the first to 
! circumnavigate the earth. So well

, , understood at the time was the import- 
does turn one '̂ anoe of this, that he obtained for his

armorial bearings a globe, with the 
clorions inscription : " Primus circum- 
dedista me."

cally, towards the claims of the Chnrch 
without one at first knowing it. Tbi* 
may be a fancy on my part. I refer to 
the fiction and p >etry of Catholic- 
minded mon. I will not further specify 
at present, but if you would like to 
know the literature to which Ï allude, 
say so and I will state what sort of 
literary stuff is calculated to draw 
shallow and susceptible people like 
ourselves into considering the claims 
of a Church which ex .iros-es the stock 
of religious truth in the most perfect I 
ceremonial on earth.

Pardon, I pray you, the infelicities 
of a neophyte and do nob withdraw 
from us your kindly and highly appre­
ciated consideration,—The Missionary.

FROM THE RANKS OF FREE­
THINKERS.

The writer of the following letter le 
A couverc from ‘‘free-thought" and 
since conversion has been doing not a 
little bo present the knowledge of the 
Qar.holi*, Church to the social group 
that, for a long Lime counted him as a 
prominent member. The letter is of 
value Among other reasons because It 
ibendi to broaden onr estimate of onr 
aoostolate. The largest part of non 
<0* holies are no longer o'd-fashioned 
Protestants, and many of the stereo­
typed arguments of the well-known 
bookvof controversy art largely out of 
date. New phases of error arc con 
Stantly manifesting themselves and the 
missionary to uon-Oatholics must be 
fully equipped to meet the active 
tnlt d«-i thinker#. The group of " free* 
thinkers " are particularly keen in 
•their discussions and in their search for 
novf>:t.!os, the last place they look to is 
fch< b n oh of the Ages. Yet many of 
ftbera are strong minded enough to be 
flHykv* meed by the logic of the Catholic 
position once it is fairly presented to 
them :
To The Editor ;

R *v. i) sir—T am in receipt of your 
kind letter stating that you have heard of 
the attempts wo are making to place the 
truths id Catholicity to the extent they 
have dawned on ns, before our free- 
thinking friends, and recent comrades. 
We thank yon for your expression of 
•(sympathy and the problem will have to 
(be met sooner or later. It cannot be 
identified with " How to talk to the 
Protestant? ’ Where are the men ? 
When1 the literature? What the 
policy ? These are onr queries. The

HER "FIRST PIECE."
Miss Margaret Auglin contributes to 

the Bohemian some notes with regard 
to the beginning of her Cireer. She 
says : 41 When I was about five yeais
of age my mother sustained a very 
severe accident, and it wa* thought 
advisable for the quiet of the house to 
dispose of me, so I was forthwith con­
fided to the very good and watchful 
care of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart, 
whoso convent almost overlooked our 
own garden. During the weeks I spent 
there, petted and made much of, I 
learned my first 4 piece. * How easily, 
or with what great mental strain this 
feat was accomplished, I can't tell now.
1 think, however, that my application 
must have been very thorough, as 
the first lines of that little verse are 
the only ones whicn I have ever ineuiuf 
ized and not as quickly forgotten. Not 
more than an odd sentence or two 
could I quote to-day from 4 Mrs Dane,'
4 Roxane, ' or any other of my old 
parts.

44 My first piece (the one I’ve never 
forgotten ‘ Little Pearl Honey Dew, ) 
was the beginning of the end—the 
awakening of what I was 1 born ’ to be. 
Arhon I was formally entered as a 
‘ boarder ’ in Loretto Abbey I marveled 
that no one seemed to tee that I could 
recite. If thoy couldn’t see it, why 
could thoy not feel it? It was tingling 
in my blood. 1 stood it as long as l 
could and then 4 broke loose ' in the 
infirmary, where, by the way, 1 was 
being coddled for a slight cold There 
was a concert to bo given to the con 
vent chaplain the next morning after 
Mass, and, lying quietly in my little 
cot, I realized that then or never was 
my chance.

"1 found a book of poems on the in­
firmary table and chose without reason

Tne masses could not have been so 
very igno ant, after all, in old Catholic 
times, judging from facta handed down 
to us. Every intelligent person who 
has ever crossed the Atlantic known 
how indispensable for ocean navigation 
is the Variation compass. And yet, as 
Humboldt tells us, the first that was 
ever constructed was the work, not of 
some university protessor, but of an 
ingenious apothecary of Seville in 
Spain, Felipe Guillen. This, says 
Humboldt, was before 1525.—Brief 
Catholic Comment.

with the doctrine held by any other one 
of all the Institutions.

44 So that the difficulty which besets 
the .inquirer is a two-fold difficulty. 
He asks himself ;

"1. Where does the name ‘Church 
of Christ' really belong ?

"2. How are men to-day, to get 
the exact doctrines taught by Christ?"

The editor of Comment knows no 
more suitable book in these busy days, 
for earnest religious inquirers, than 
this precious little work of Father 
Poland's.—Penny Booklet.

STANDING REBUKE TO INTOLER­
ANCE.

The bronze statue of the late Mgr. 
Doane of Newark, has been completed, 
and will shortly look down from its 
pedestal in one of the busiest parts of 
that city.

Born an Episcopalian, son of one 
Episcopalian Bishop and brother of 
another, he did not hesitate when his 
conscience bade him enter the Catholic 
Church.

" In the erection of this memorial to 
the deceased prelate," says The Moni­
tor, 44 men of every form of religious 
belief and of no belief have vied in their 
genorodty and effort. The day of the 
uuvtiiing will beheld Catholic priest, 
Protestant minister, Jewish raboi all 
standing on the same platform to do 
honor to a man who all alike loved and 
respected. Tbi# statue of Mgr. Doane 
will be a credit to the great city ol 
Newark. It will bo a perpetual anti­
dote to bigotry. It will be a lasting 
evidence of the liberal spirit of its 
citizens. The caasocked prelate will 
b > the advocate of religious peace. 
Tne erious, kindly face of the cld 
friend will be an inspiration to all that 
is pure and unselfish in life. Few 
cities will be able to boast of such a 
monument. The dead monsignor will 
live and love and labor more than 
when he walked the streets which his 
monument now guirds and decoratae."

4—

EDISON
PHONOGRAPH

HERE is a new model of the Edison Phono­
graph containing the many improvements of 
Mr. Edison’s latest inventions. The Edison 

Phonograph is the most perfect form of talking 
machine, reproducing sound perfectly for the amuse­
ment of you and your guests. Hear the new _
model at the nearest dealer’s.

we DESIRE OOOI). UVE DEALERS In Urtl I L n rii,»,in;:r h 
town where we are not now well represented. Dealers should write at

NATIONAL PHONOGRAPH CO., 100 Lakeside Ave., Orange, N. Ji„ U. S. A.

The Endowment Policy

" FIND THE CHURCH."
No well informed reader needs to be 

told that the non-Catholio Christian 
world is in a state of great unrest to 
day. In what the chief cause of this 
unrest consists, and how this cause 
may be removed is most clearly and 
convincingly shown in a remarkable 
little work (" Find tie Church ") re 
oently published by Herder, St. Louis, 
Mo. The author is Rev. William 
Roland, S. J., of St Louis University, 
the eminent and popular writer on 
theological and ethical ques ions. We 
give a sample of Father Poland's way of 
approaching his subject :

41 This aid is intended to meet a 
special need of many who profess Ohris- 
t anity. They have their own special 
difficulty which arises from a fact that 
is plain to the eyes of the world.

" They recognize the divinity c? 
Christ

44 They recognize that Chi 1st estab­
lished a Religious Society which is 
called a Church.

" They recognize that Christ left 
certain truths or doctrines to that 
Society or Church.

14 They recognize that the profession 
of Christ's teaching or doctrine is a 
condition for member«hip in His Chnrch.

44 They recognize, finally, that the 
acceptance of His doctrines on His 
word is the bond which unites the 
members into one Society, one Church, 
one Institution founded by Him.

" But here arises their difficulty. It 
com. s from a broad fact which thoy 
cannot help seeing. They behold 
around them hundreds of distinct in 
stitutions, each one of which claims the 
right to be called the Cburoh of Christ. 
They see, moreover, that each one of 
these distinct Institutions holds a doc­
trine which it puts forward as the d ie 
trine of Christ, but which disagrees

PRAYS AT POE'S GRAVE.
One of the greatest admirers of the 

writings of Kdg*r Allan Poo is the 
poet priest, Rev John B. Tabb, pro- 
lessor of English at St. Charles' Col­
lege, Eilicotc City.

Every month, or, at least, every 
chance that Rev. Dr. Tabb gets to come 
to Baltimore he pays a pilgrimage to the 
grave of Poe in the little grave yard 
to old Westminster churchyard, at 
Fayette and Greene streets. There is 
no other person more interested in the 
movement bo place a more elaborate 
stone over the grave in the little church­
yard. The poems written by Poe, he 
says, have never been equaled by any 
poet.

So enthusiastic is Father Tabb over 
the writings of Poe that every day he 
recites to his pupils a couplet, if not 
more, which was written by the great 
poet.

“ Young men, " he tells them, 44 Poe 
never had an equal. He was the poet 
of all poets — that's why I advise you 
all to read his works. Don't give them 
only cursory readings, but digest what 
he writes.

Father Tabb is a poet himself. Fre­
quently he contributes to the magazines, 
and many of his contributions are 
eulogies on Poe. His monthly visits to 
the grave are done with great reverence. 
Despite the shortcomings of Poe— for 
Father Tabb does not believe that all 
geaius is the work of the temperate. 
Father Tabb goes to the humble grave 
and, kneeling down, prays for the soul 
o' the dead pcet.

Father Tabb recalls the touching in­
cidents in the sad life of Poe. He says 
one of the siddest was the devotion 
exhibited even up to his death by Mrs. 
Clemm, mother of his wife, whom he 
loved as his own mother. Winter after 
winter, wnen both he and his wife were 
ill, this noble woman, tbioly clad, her 
face wrinkled from care, went from 
editor to editor trying to sell a poem 
or story for him.

Golden Counsels and a Word of 
Warning.

Some time ago we came across a card 
of t-uggestions iur the ennobling of our 
lives. They were admirable and strik 
ing, but the card boro no name tv ro 
veal the authorship. They ran as fol­
lows ;

1. Say nothing you would not like 
God to hear.

2 Do nothing you would not like 
God to see.

is the best form of insurance for anyone desirous of 
making provision for his own future, and who in the 
meantime requires some protection for those 
dependent npon him.

Such a policy with the North American Life affords 
the surest means of accumulating funds for the 
future, while at the [same time guaranteeing the 
immediate payment of the amount in event of death

Further information furnished on r quest, or consult 
one of our agents located almost everywhere.

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE
HOME

ASSURANCE

OFFICE :
L. GOLDMAN, A.I.A., K.C.A.

Managing Director.
W. B. TAYLOR, B.A., LL B

COMPANY.

TORONTO, ONT.
JOHN L BLAIKfE,

President.
Secreta y.

3. Write nothing you would not like 
G..d to read.

4. Go to no place where you .would 
nob like God to flnu you.

5. Read no book, of which you 
would nob like God to say : 44 Show it 
bo Me."

fi. Never spend your time in a way 
that you would not like God to ask :
“ What are you doing now ? ’

If to these g< Iden counsels we add a 
word ot warning : Never associate ■ 
with danserons company; never share 
their immoral or profane language—we 
feel we should have offered counsel, 
wlvch If followed, would realize true 
happiness.—Irish Messenger.

Londoniwutuai Fire
INSURANCE CO. OF CANADA

ESTABLISHED 185»
Asset a...........................................................  1847.449 88
Liabilities tlncluding re • Insurance

Reserve 4311 < 90 28)..................... 398 fl'W 1*5
Surplus ....................................................... 448.816 02
Security for Policy holders................... 8*12,906 Bti

Incorporated .and licensed by the 
Dominion Government, Operates 
from the Atlantic to the PaHflrv Con- 
servatlvo. reliable and progressive.

HEAD OFFICE, 82 and 84 King Street, TORONTO
Hon1. John Dkydkn, D. Wkismillkr, 

President. 8ec. à Mar.ag. Director

Unto how many, many souls has not 
the name of .Mary And the thought of 
Mary been a comfort I How many, 
many souls has she not led to the feet 
of Jesus, her Son and hei Creator.

BELLSChurch 
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Memorial Bell» a Specialty. 
HthhBie lifll Foundry Co..Baltimore,
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PENNY.

How Christ Said 
the First Mass..
or, The Lord's Last Supper

The Rites and CDremoniea, 
the Ritual and Liturgy, 
the forms of Divine worship 
Christ observed when he 
changed the Passover into 
the Mass.
By REV. JAMES.L. MEAGHER. 

Price $1.25, post paid.
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mail you at once my Perfect 
••.d Rolled Gold Spectacle 

charge.

ust write 
j and I will
f Home Eye Te 

absolutely free
You see, I want to prove to ejery spectacle-wearer 

famous Perfect Vision Spectacles are really and truly ever 
you have ever worn before—and I am going to give away at least one hundred-thousand 
pairs of the Dr. Haux famous Perret Vision Rolled Gold Spectacles in the next 
few weeks, in order to introduce my wonderful glasses to the largest number of 
spectacle wearers in the shortest possible time.
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The Catholic Confession
and the Sacrament of Penaia.
By Rev. Albert McKeon, S. T. L. 

16 cents post-paid
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The Kyriale |
Or Ordinary of the Mass

ACCORDING TO THE VATICAN 
I EDITION
I Transcribed into Modern 
Musical Notation with Rhyth- 

i mical Signs by the Monks of 
I Solesmes.

Price, 25c. post-paid

Kyriale Seu Qrdinarium IMissæ
Gum Cantu Gregoriano ad 
exemplar edUtonis Vaticanae 
Concinnatum.

Price 26c. post-paid
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