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different families sold quite freely at from $75 to $90,
while vear-old sows carrying their first litter exceeded
the $100 mark, in some cases going close to $200. Some
M;m“.\ male pigs went- at from $75 to $100; others went
a little lower, depending somewhat upon their condition
and quality. The males sold averaged a little over
$95 each, and the females averaged $109. This includes
a good many March and April, 1920, pigs, so that the
1verage might be considered fairly good. Mr. Brethour
was by no means dispersing his herd, byt was disposing
of a lot of choice show a breeding. stock which he
had been preparing for some time to offer to the public
it auction

The Present Cost and Selling Price
of Hogs.

When a man states that there is no money in hogs

or less accurate
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then

he bases his contention largely on more

records of feeding costs, and feeding costs only.

market hog cannot even pay for his feed, what

of interest on investment, labor, risk, losses, marketing
expenses, etc.!

The feed
pork may be calculated by including the cost of main

pounds of

cost to produce ont hundred

tenance of the breeding stock responsible for the market
hogs. Applying this method, one hundred pounds of
pork would require about 600 pounds of meal. American
farm survey figures indicate even a higher meal cost,
615 pounds. Valuing meal and grain at $70 per ton,
which is conservative enough, the herd feeding charges
per hundred pounds of pork would amount to $21.00
on the 6-to 1 basis. Even this does not cover all farm
costs

Figures available from herds on the Experimental
Farm System compare very closely with those obtained
in farm survey reports; 1. e., that approximately 78
per cent. of the cost of pork production is for feeds, and
the remaining 22 per cent. to cover farm costs exclusive
of shipping charges. To produce 100 pounds of pork
under average Canadian conditions requires from 450
to 500 pounds of grain or the equivalent. At $70 per
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THE

FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

The above article by G. B. Rothwell is of rather a
pessimistic nature, but from the standpoint of raising
pigs on a wholesale basis with the present price of feed
and labor one would find it difficult to make accounts
balance. However, this condition does not apply to
the raising and marketing of the bulk of the hogs pro-
duced in Ontario. The main supply comes from the
average farm where one or two brood sows are kept,
and from two to four litters raised during the year.
Individual farmers have proven that hogs can be raised
and finished at a smaller cost than is usually given
where the ratio of feed to gain is worked out on a large
scale. Then, too, the feed grown and fed on the farm
does not always cost market price to produce. If the
farmer can break even by feeding his own grain and
valuing it at what he would have to pay on the market,
he still has the profit on the grain fed. Where pasture,
roots and various by-products can be utilized the cost
hundred pounds of pork is considerably

1

of producing
reduced

The present time may be a rather trying one for the
hog feeder, in as much as prices of live hogs are not
commensurate with the price of feed on the market
but what business is there that does not at one time or
another pass through a period when the balance shows
on the wrong side? 1

If one went out of business at a
time like the present he would not be in a position to
take advantage of the situation when d becomes

price. -The
s in other lines,

more plentiful and ultimately lower in
. i

-and-outer in the hog business, as we
is seldom as far ahead in the long run as they who con
sistently stay with the business and endeavor to reduce
the cost of production so that there will be a minimum
of loss when cost of production is high and the price
of the finished article comparatively low, and then the
maximum of gain when the situation is reversed. Every
farmer is well advised to keep at least one brood sow
There is a good deal about the place that she

pick up and turn into pork which would otherwise be
Editor
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at the barn is handy for weighing fec
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stock, etc. It will enable the attendant
accurately just what he is feeding and what gains the
animals under his care are making.

FounpED 1866

more alive to eradicating reactors from their
herds, and ‘it seems that it would be a good thing if
reactors were barred from entering the show stables or
rings. In order to combat this disease it is important
that all interested in the live stock industry give their
support. It may be more difficult to clean up the
grade or commercial herds than it is the pure-breds, but
ultimately something will have to be done to lessen
the amount of tuberculosis in the cattle stock of

count Some men who bresd ordinary stock may be
little concerned about the health of their animals whe
it does not touch their pockets directly. However, it
animals from their herds, when sent to t _abattoirs,
are unfit for human consumption, there is a loss

.ntire industry, and the owner of the animal

coming

indirectly. There should be concerted action on t
part of all cattle breeders and those interested
industry to stamp out this infectious di (
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The Flock Header.
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and mutton, but it is important that the producers
cater somewhat to the market demands. At this time
of year sheep breeders are looking out for a flock header
It is advisable that the ram be selected a considerable
time before the breeding season, so that he may become
accustomed to his new surroundings. While a well-
matured ram lamb may give good results with small
flocks, it is generally found that a vigorous shearling,
or older ram, is more satisfactory. With the older ram
the breeder has an opportunity of studying the character
and development of some of his progeny, and thus arrive

imate of his value as a flock header.
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