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w )S a comprehensivc*conclusion from Ontario Department of Agriculture 
investigations, we*have found that if all the buildings in rural Ontario 

rodded more than 95 per cent, of the annual damage to buildings
A Cl

A,were
by lightning would be prevented.

The method by which this conclusion was arrived at was as follows: 
In 1912 eighteen insurance companies in Ontario kept speci&l records for 
us; from their reports we learned that out df every 7,000 unrodded build­
ings insured by them, 37 were struck by lightning, while in every 7,000 
rodded ones only 2>ere"struck by lightning. The rods prevented damage in 
35 cases out of an expectancy of 37, showing an efficiency of 94.7%. Since 
that we have determined the efficiency for the years 1913 1914 and 1915 
The results for the four years are as follows:
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of Roda Barn protected against lightningYear

94,7\«f that in 1912 the insurance paid on losses caused 
by lightning was $362,282. No doubt the actual 
ioss exceeded the insurance by perhaps one-third 
or one-half, if so, the actual ioss was $350,000 or 
over. 94.7*% of this equals $331 450 which repre 
•rnts the saving that would have been effected that 
year if all the buildings had been rodded

$400,000 Annual Fire Loss
aid on lightning losses to buildings was $305,104. which means 

92% of this shows a saving of $368,000 if the buildings

92.0
99.8 i
99.9 .

Average for four years
To apply these figures F he report of 

the Superintendent of|lnsurancé shows

97.2
U1

|jj||g a total ioss of $400,000 
!Hn had been rodded

Similar computations might be made for th
JtiL years if the lightning losses were at hand. 

fltjfÉÉB HU Investigation along similar lines in Iowa has shown
Li Çlm an efficiency of 98.7’ , for rods in t

■ i- Ç report of 55 mutual companies each year for 8 years.
1 In Michigan the efficiency of lightning rods has beer

—X'"'4 shown to be from 98% to 99
companies keep then rodded and unrodded risks in tw-< 
separate classes and assess each for its own losses 
reports of eight of these companies for the years 1913, 
1914 and 1915 show that in unrodded class the average 

added class the average assessment per $1,000 risk is 
use for the difference is the rods on the buildings.
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i JLheRedding a Silo Note the cable hanging 
down side

assessment per $1,000 risk is $3.15 
$2.28
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Rods Eoen Better Than Insurance
U 'matters of record in published reports, estebliah beyond question die 

buildings in rural Ontario were rodded 95% el the annual lightning dama]

I
[ best few facts, 1 

elusion first given. i.ha 
buildings would be eliminated.

ÏTto

Making a grounding 
hanging down silo, sunk $ femt in ground by 
drift 7At square hole Is only a foot deep, 
jmt enough to pour m. g pail of 
sqfter the ground /@r l&e drill.

The same cable as
fût the mdtvmusi 

farmer s on tv loss is fcl
al his b

igbteingyods are a better investment than insurance. When they save a building the 
■*—— on the price of his rode. Under insurance in case of fire he loses at least one- 

together with his premiums.EUQi Igs,

Kind of Rods

m of two *.

How to Rod

¥ÆÊÊ*Ê®ÊÊgF$gl.
of the structure should be connected to the rode. Silos should be rodded! ^ 

Fuller directions for roddrng. also a treatment of the enure subject of Light-

*

I1if Hay Fork Track Connected to Main Cable

ning Rods, will be found in Bulletin 220. It will be sent free on application.
It there i, any specialI information you would like to hare on the subject of Lightning Rode, or If you hare any Question, you

Ontario Department of Agriculture, Parliament Buildings, Toronto
Hon. George S. Henry,
Minister of Agriculture

Dr. G. C. Creelman, 
Commissioner of Agriculture 6KTAWO©HTAfilt;
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