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lot of time and trouble, as the droppings may be easily
and quickly scraped out of it. The roosts, which are
of strong planed material so there are no cracks
for vermin to find shelter in, are in the east end,
hung by wires from the ceiling and reaching to within
an inch or so of each wall. The dropping board is
of inch lumber about 3 feet from the floor, and pro-
jecting out far enough to catch all the droppings
from the roosts, and having a raised edge to prevent
hens from scratching the droppings off. The nests
are made of planed lumber in the form of a long
box fastened to the north and south walls, the walls
forming the back of the box. The top is hinged so
that it may easily be raised in getting eggs out. There
are holes cut, one for two nests, in the top and front
sides (half out of each) of the box to admit the hens.
We find these good nests to prevent egg eating,
and they are easily cleaned and disinfected. The loft
overhead makes a fine place for storing corn stalks
or such material, and it was for this purpose the
house was built higher than necessary. The house is
painted inside down-stairs and outside all over. The
inside painting filled up cracks and crevices, and so
any application for vermin is applied more easily
and is more effective. The floor is of earth, level
with the top of foundation. There is a covered
grain bin in one corner, also a drinking fountain
and feed hopper of three compartments, which in

. winter is kept filled with bran, shell and meat scraps;

another hopper is filled with oat chop. A supply
of gravel and a dust bath were also kept for the fowl
A litter of straw was kept on the
floor in which to feed the hens. We have had no
trouble whatever with the house as yet, and the
hens look and seem to feel healthier and are more
active and productive than before being housed in this
building. A good hen-house is certainly a profitable
investment.
H. E. C:

Northumberland Co., Ont.
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Farm Beekeeping and Notes on the

Apiary.
Epitor “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE"":
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

clovers, resulting in a heavier setting of fruit and an
increased yield of seed. Quieter bees are usually
kept by the specialist, because he pays attention to
his stock. He selects his quieter queens and introduces
blood of new, industrious strains. Diseases are kept
in check, and the specialist cannot afford to neglect
his bees.

For many reasons the farmer should seriously
consider everything before starting to keep bees,
and the losses he may cause if he neglects them. It
is necessary to become acquainted with the natural
laws governing bees, and although great improve-
ments have been made in apicultufe many more are
coming into use, and unless we subscribe for and
read a good live bee journal we will soon be left
behind. In a word, use all available means of get-
ting information—reading matter, local and pro-
vincial conventions and demonstrations, the O. A. C.
Short Course, and by visiting or working for successful
beekeepers.

For profitable beekeeping the best strains of Italian
bees should be kept, because of their resistance to the
bee moth, European foul brood, and because they
start brood rearing earlier in the spring. (It is the
early bees that store the surplus honey.) In most
localities better results are probably obtained by winter-
ing outdoors. The labor is reduced and the bees
build up better in the spring. Bees wintered in the
cellar have been found, when they are put out in the
spring without protection, to suffer heavy loss from
spring dwindling. The warm sun causes the bees
to fly out when the air is so cold that they become
chilled and they never return. The bee hive needs
protection from the rays of the sun, and the cold
storms and winds of early spring, as much as it does
in the winter months when there is no brood to chill.

As soon as the weather will admit in spring, each
colony should be examined so that their condition
may be known. No. 1 may be queenless, No. 2
short of stores, No. 3 may be weak in numbers and
need a frame of ripc brood or to be united with a strong
colony. The uncapping of the old honey should be
regulated so that it will be all used up in stimulating
brood rearing before the honey flow is on.

A register of the apiary should be kept so that,
at a mere glance, the age, race, strain, and quality
of the queen can be ascertained also the character
of her progeny, the amount of honey stored, and the
increase obtained from that particular colony.

Everything needed in the apiary should be ready
for use at the commencement of the season, and
the wants of the bees should be supplied at the proper
time.

Carleton Co., Ont.

FARM BULLETIN.

Prose and Rhyme.
BY PETER MCARTHUR.

Driven out of the corn field by a shower but we got
the last hills punched into the ground that was ready,
just as the first big drops were beginning to splash down.
Five days without rain made it possible to get all the
higher part of the field plowed, disced, harrowed, marked
and planted and even though it is late in the season
we may have chicken feed. The best field of corn we

W. F. GEDDES.
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Middlesex Notes.

EpiTor ‘“THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE'': .

The fruit bloom has come and gone at last. It
was later than usual, but abundant and the almost
constant mild weather at the time allowed the bees
to gather a plentiful supply of honey and incidentally
fertilize the blossoms so that where bees are kept the
yield of fruit should be large. But unfortunately
bees are now kept mostly in large apiaries miles apart,
so that especially if the weather be a little cold or wet
some orchards are not visited by them at all. Of
course there are other agencies for pollination but
none so important as the bee, and experiments have
proven that where the bee is excluded the yield of
fruit is less and of poorer quality. Farmers should
encourage beekeepers to put colonies in their orchards,
especially those who produce clover seed, alsike in
particular. Neither beekeeping nor fruit growing is
practiced extensively in East Middlesex though we
are probably well up or a little beyond the average
for the province. There are a few up-to-date, but
mostly these two industries are allowed the minimum
of care. Dairying and hog raising are the chief in-
dustries and next to these come beef cattle and horse-
breeding. Poultry products are common and a company
has a large public cold-storage warehouse in St Mary's,
and keeps wagons and motor trucks on the road all
summer collecting the eigs in crates from the country
stores. Some farmers ship direct to the cities. Also
some of the merchants. Since March the average
hundred-acre farm has been producing abvut thirty
dozen a week. The maximum is usually reached in
May and keeps gradually falling till November when
it ceases altogether. Country merchants just now
are paying twenty-two cents a dozen cash and come
to the door for them. About half the farms carry
flocks of turkeys averaging maybe ten or a dozen in
size, but the ravages of roup and black head have abated
the enthusiasm somewhat. Farmers here are rather
pessimistic over the weather. The rain comes about
every third day and keeps the soil so wet that grain
seeding was not at all done June 7, and practically no
prevaration made for corn or roots. Some early sown
is up and growing nicely but some is turning

grain is

yellow. Wheat and clover are excellent and the hay

crop will likely be large. Cheese factoriy]' patrons
ough this

are doing well as there is lots of milk, alt
supply is not abnormally large. The test system of
buyving is not used at least in this neighborhood and
Holsteins and their grades are mostly kept, as they give
larger quantities but poorer in quality. We think
the test system will be an improvement when it comes,
as patrons will send richer milk and there will be less
expense handling so much water from the :im: the cow is
milked till it returns to the hog trough as whey. The whe
is pasteurized and every man with hogs wants his full
share returned and some of them bargain for the share
of the one who has just sold his hogs. This season
emphasizes the importance of drainage and a lot of
tile is going in. Next winter there will be a big demand
for tile. Both the clay and concrete kinds are used
and each has its advocates. We hear of some concrete
tile breaking down after ten years use but probably
it depends on the per cent. of cement, but this is a
quality not easily determined.

Middlesex Co., Ont. ' J. H. Burns.

_Prospects for Banner Crop in Prince
Edward Island.

Epitor “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE':

Seeding was about completed in Prince Edward
Island on June 10th, with the exception of some turnips.
The season has been exceptionally fine so that not-
withstanding the scarcity of labor the spring work
is done earlier than usual. The prospects for a big
crop were seldom, if ever, better at this time of year.
The clover came through the winter fairly well and the
meadows and grass lands seldom looked better. Seed-
ing was general on May 8th, which is a few day$ Karlier
and the weather was fine but somewhat
cool, making it good for the teams. The driest
lands are not suffering from lack of rainfall, and the

low fields that are not usually seeded till about the
and sometimes not seeded at all, were

than usual.

middle of June | i :
in good condition for seeding the last week in May.
\lly considered that there is a larger area

It is generz
sceded to grain this
of the Province.

greater part of the day.

year than ever before in the history
On June 11th a warm rain fell the
It was not heavy at any
time and practically all soaked into the ground. The
trecs are now, June 12th, in bloom. It is too early
to make a forecast of the crop, but the bloom is abundant
the weather warm, but cloudy and threatening
Spraying has not been as general as usual,

fruit

and
more  rain.
on account of the scarcity of labor.

The cheese factories are opening for the season,
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¢ neglected, and the list of 11n<lc,<n_';11-u: beekeepers And the voter they lead by his long hairy lugs. of pasture are likely to make a good year in this business.
acreased. Some farmers do not lose interest, "“F”W They are the pests that I want to indict Horses are the only “drug on the market’ agri-
ressure of other farm work limits the time gl\?“ Chanting a ballad whose burden is bugs culturally in this Province. x\_gr‘lunt'nmny are being
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I'he bees will pollinate the




