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Sme Lessons from the Drought of June
7. G. Raynor, Seed Division, Ottawa

If ever a season demonstrated the necessity of
moisture at the right time for crops it was this
wison. Even on soil deeply drained the lack of
moisture was shown in the crops. No matter
bow good the soil, unless it had plenty of humus
in it, the crops suffered about the same as crops
o lighter soils.

Possibly an explanation of this may be found
n the fact that the deep, heavy soils, as 3 result
i the excessive spring rains, packed rather hard
snd prevented the drains working well where they
were in. Then the rapid drying caused the sur-
isce to bake and cracks formed, that let the
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o moisture off like smoke from a chimney. Just
ce in ¢ over the drains and for a short distance each
he profe B e could one see tho great difference in the
cop. Wherever coarse stable manure had been
b wd and worked in the surface soil, there too
man - bas Bl id one see a great difference in the orops
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VALUE OF DRAINAGE AND HUMUS DEMONSTRATED
Then again in bottom lands containing plenty

of humus and well drained the erops came along

with great promise. On the north shore at Port

«k there is some bottom elay with humus in it

vhich gave promise of as good crops s 1 have

wen anywhere this yea Over this land the
witlors of 80 or 40 years ago sailed in boats. It

s now a veritable garden Lying between two

crecks and partly drained by tile, it has a subsoil

which furnishes naivral drainage, and conse-
gently it didn’t suffer from the extreme dry
weather, and yet it had plenty of moisture below

1o supply the needs of the crop. This moisture
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that didn't steam off through the cracks of the surface
bay uil because of the bumus mixed with the clay,
have g i it
o that which prevented baking
t hapy GREAT BEABON FOR QUACK GRASS

This has been a very trying year to a good

y farmers. Clay soils

Quack prass has taught many a farmer the
value of good cultivation There are some to
teach yet, and there are not a few to learn that
it is folly to try to grow grain, especially peas, on
ground that is badly infested with quack ho
quack is sure to
farmers the
The fallow

win out in the race. To many
bace fallow would be a great hoon
may not need so many plowings as
but it will need many and thorough eni-
tivations, best dowe with a stiff toothed cultivat-

ov and broad sk

We have had the two extremoes this season,
the best of wood producing and weed killing co
ditions labor problem has deterred many
& farmer this year from taking advantago of his
opportunity to deal out death to his enemies, the
weeds on his farm

Overfeeding With Hay
1. R. Westlake, Carleton Co., Ont.

I bulieve that not a few of the numerous ills
of the horse are due to overfeeding with hay
The horse that has to depend on hay for a good
part of its sustenance must cram its stomach
il Then every time it inflates its lungs the
stomach is displaced and extra work is imposed
on the system, Heaves, colic and other forms of
indigestion in farm horses, I believe, are often
due to this cramming of the stomach with hay

The amount of hay that a horse should be fed
will depend

rgely on its weight. For a horse
of 1,000 pounds weight, I would advise feeding
about 15 pounds of hay daily, 10 pounds at
night and five in the morning. After one has
woighed the hay a few times at fecding one can
Kuess at it accurately thereafter On the same
basis horses weighing 1,500 to 1,800 pounds will
not need more than 20 pounds of hay a day

OF course in this amount of hay there is not
ough nutriment to keep the horse in good
health and full of energy for work
his  sustenane

The rest of

should be gotten from grain,

wukdn't  be touched for
three weeks during the
niny season, This delay-
e nearly all kinds of farm
work, so that there was
mich crowding when wea-
ther  conditions  righted
nd then work had to be

insufficient farm
Never in the his-
ory of quack or couch
grass did it flourish so well
i it did on clay soils dur-
the rainy season this
pring.  Much of it grew
o make excellent hay
fere are many fields of
rrain - which  to-day ack-
owledge its supremacy as
ndicated by  the crop
owing in it. Quack ap-
“4rs in some cases to L
e orop with a little grain
ere and there that might
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Those hardy yeomer
ance to styled the weeds. of OId Onurm.h«:l the
stable s : b
o I believe quack is the fhe proviee “Fhe
operly

orst weed for smothering
rain we have. It is causing more loss to farm-
and is harder to extermin te effectually than
ny weed 1 know, not even excepting the Peren-
ial Sow thistle, which is had enough on heavy
it soils. This season, however, I have seen some
the worst quack sods almost completely sub-
Drie . 1 the season did encourage its growth at
nt, later the dry weather was just the time to
X it, where cultivation could be given. Where
'm was planted in hills after thorough disking
nd working of & quack grass field with good cul-
fvation in the corn the quack has now practieal-
disappeared.
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#olf binder vory much as he does in the older sections of

soene here {ilustrated is taken from a photo in the
Temiskaming distriot, New Ontario

Even the Pioneers Have Self Binders Now

' who howed homes for themselves from the forests
Ir grain with the cradle. In New Ontas the

which of course will vary very widely in amount,
depending on the work done

A few weeks ago I noticed in Farm and Dairy
an article from a Nova Scotia contributor in
which he recommends feeding hay twice a day
instead of three times To this I will say
“Hear, hear.” That has been my practice for
the last year and my horses were never in better
health or more able for their work

It pays to go to visit other breeders and to see
what th are doing. Jno. Arfmann, Orange

Lessons from our Cow Testing Experience
W. J. Telford, Peterboro Co., Ont.

Over a year ago I bought a grade cow that
had taken first prize at one of our fall fairs and
had Leen pronounced by the Government judgo
almost the ideal of dairy type. She certainly
had all the points that we are commonly taught
to look for in a dairy cow, and won champion-
ship honors over the pure-bred animals ex.
hibited

In our dairy herd, however, we do not judge
the cows by outward appearances. We woigh
and test the milk regularly, Did we select our
cows as we did only a little over & year ago, by
the aye, we would probably have pointed to this
cow as one of the best in the stable. We now
know that she is the poorest. The average of
our herd is around 7,000 pounds of milk a cow,
and this cow produced only 4,500 pounds. At
present prices of feed she is mot profitable, and
we will dispose of her at an early date, The next
best cow nroduced 5,800 pounds. We will di
of her too. The rest of our cows run from 7,000
to 8,000 pounds.

pose

THE DIFFERENCE 18 ALL PROPIT
This is a fairly uniform production, but look-
ing at it in a businesslike way thero is more dif.
forence than one would suppose. Up to a cor
tain point all that a cow gives must be used in
paying for her keep
clear profit

Above that point all is
The difference hetween 7,000 and
8,000 nounds of milk would all go to the dairy-
men.  Therefore the 8,000 ponnd cow is worth
#10 more a year to me than the 7,000 pound one
We would not think of summing up the profits
from each cow in our herd in this manner had
we not first started to keen milk records. The
milk records have now lod on to foed records, and
we know pretty well what each cow in the herd
doing for us. We find that feed records lead
us to take much more interest in the feeding of
the cattle. If a cow goes down in her milk we
are bound to find out where the troulle lies
Between

milk records and feed records we are
aetting dairying down to a business basis.

The Advertising Value of Horses
L. 0. Svath, Peel Co., Ont,
‘We must have stylish horses,” said a mana

a large earting company in Toronto to me,
recently. “We make a snec

of

alty of stylish teams
and our teams hring us business Take the av
fxe man on the street. He sees our horses nd
notices the name on the lorry. There may be a
dozen other companies in the city, but ours is
the only one he will think of when he wants
some carting done. And it is our horses that

brings him our w "

This manager further informed me that they
had great trouble in securing efficint horses of
stylish conformation to meet with their require-
ments. The prices that ho was willing to pay
for horses that suited him, showed me how e8sen-
tial it is that we farmers who L ved horses should
study the needs of our customers and endeavor to
supply them. If we manage to select and broed
A good stylish team of drafters we will have made
for ourselves a reputation and a ready market
for every desirable horse that we have for sale
afterwards.

Alfalfa is almost equal to bran if it is harvest-
ed properly. If many of the leaves are lost in
harvesting, however, it will be much less valua-
ble. I have found that the frequent use of the
tedder immediately after cutting will save the
leaves. For the last two years, we have not coil-
ed the alfalfa at all. We run it into windrows
and ted the windrows next day.—Henry Glendin.
ning, Victoria Co., Ont.




