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Our Interest In Seed
John R. Philp, Grey Co., Ont.

With seed time so near at hand, we should not
hesitate to give that attention to the preparation
of seeds that our future crops demand. It 1s a
long time since we first heard that old proverb,
“like bege*s like.” We have proved it to be true
in respect to grain, as with animals. It there-
fore behooves the farmer to sow the best seed
only if he expects to reap good crops.

Many make a practice of changing their seed
from year to year. Perhaps this practice is all
right. It would be especially advisable if one's
land were infested with noxious weeds, By all
means sow nothing but pure plump seed. A
great deal more can be done to increase the yield
by thorough cleaning, than it is possible to do by
changing seed. Experiments conducted at Guelph
and elsewhere prove that the yield can be great-
ly increased from year to year on practically the
same land by proper sels .tion,

Prepare the seed in good time. There are sev-
eral reasons why this is advisable. Time is not
so valuable, early, as it in after seeding opera-
tions have commenced. Early cleaning per-
mits of feeding the light grain to stock while in
the stable. Idle horses and sheep can be fed
profitably on such grain. In cases where grain
is a little scarce a better sample of seed will in-
variably be on hand when seeding time appears.

When we remembor that the plant depends,
wholly upon the kernel from whicl it sprung, for
sustenance until the rootlets get a grasp of the
soil, we will readily understand how important
it is to sow nothing but good, plump, well devel-
oped seed. The following table copied from a re-
port from the Ontario Agricultural College gives
cousiderable information regarding the velie of
difierent samples of seed sown, and the results
obtained therefrom.

Bush. of

Bt ik No, of grain
aiie of grain years per acre
7 62.00
7 5413
7 46.54

LlBAILIIY:
plump . ] aa
5-31 plump 5 50.40
Shrunken 6 45.90
Broken ... 6 «2
5 30.26
13 23.88
b 1001
5 267
13 e
5 16.67
5 @a
& ue
1] 87
o 5 N

The experiments as shown cover a period of from
five to seven years. .Hence they are especially
valuable and worthy of notice.
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show in the grain alone; we ought also to figure
on the straw which would be again returned to
the land in the form of manure. These prin-
ciples of grain selection apply to seeds of all
kinds, clovers, grasses, turnips, rape and pota-
toes.

Select Good Yielding Varieties
8. A. Northeott, Ontario Co., Ont.

Too much attention cannot be paid in regard to
selecting suitable varieties grain, and the varie-
ties that yield most abunduntly. A variety that
yields most on one farm may not do so well on
another. However, by following up the results of
experiments at the Experimental Farms and those

d | throughout the province by the Expe-
rimental Union as well as conducting a few
personal experiments with varieties that have
done the best at experimental stations, any one
can soon get into varieties which are best suited
to his conditions.

From the report of the Ontario Agricultural
Coliege and Experimental Farm for 1907 it will
be seen that common emmer stands the highest
in the list of cereals for the yield of grain per
acre both for the year 1907 and in the average

Fitting Horses For Spring Work
T. R. James, Middlesex Co., Ont.

With spring approaching, an important prob-
lem with most farmers is to get their horses,
that have been standing idle throughout the win-
ter, into shape for the work of seeding. Fitting
the horses for this work should have been begun
long ago. In fact they should have been kept
fit from the time they went into winter quart-
ers. Where, however, they have been allowed to
care mostly for themselves, special attention
should have been given them starting with Feb-
ruary or early in March. The ration of straw
and other coarse fodder on which many horses
are wintered, should have been substituted in
part with a fodder of a more substantial nature,
such as well cured mixed hay and a liberal sup-
ply of grain, the best of which is oats, as all
horsemen are aware. The one thing to avoid
in feeding is sudden changes. If a particular
ration has been fed continuously it is the height
of folly to change abruptly to some other feed.
The change should be made gradually. Failure
to observe chis law of feeding, in a large mea-
sure imakes for the prosperity of a large number
of veterinarians, who, times without number are
called in to treat cases that would never have

As Others See Us

I must congratulate you upon the success
you have met with in the production of such
a really valuable publication as Farm and
Dairy. I also like its new name very much
and join with your many friends in & hearty
wish for the continued success of Farm and
Dairy. 1 also thank you for your efficient
and effective efforts in behalf of rural mail
delivery.—John Btewart, Durham Co., Ont.

for six years, 1902-'07. Emmer represents one of
the best types of spring wheat. It is used as feed
for stock instead of for the production of flour,
This grain is rather unpopular in some sections
owing to its appearance as having a large per
centage of hull. The hull on Emmer, however,
is much less than it appears to be. Each spikelet
contains two kernels of wheit, while that of the
other grains encloses only one kernel of meat.
Emmer has about 21 per cent. of hull. The
Joanette oat, which is the highest hulled variety,
has about 23 per cent., while other varieties have
from 25 to 40 per cent. of hull, Manscheuri bar-
ley has about 15 per cent. of hull on the grain.

Emmer may be sown on almost any kind of
land, but of course the better the land the better
will be the yield. It requires 1% bushels
per acre if sown under favorable conditions. It
may also be sown at almost any time in the spring
when the land is in shape, early or late, with prac-
uodlythlm-mllmulmmnthrm
that nmhnwnmbinorduhm'hm-
imum yield. Emmer is exceptionally good to
stand up, which characteristio makes it a capital
nn-ltomnsluumpvhudiudwl.
This important combined with a high
yhld,nlmld-ahnum«qu._

q | , had they been fed in a ra-
tional manner,
C EXERCISE.

Granted that the horse is in a fair condition
the problem of the day is to get him into the
best shape possible for work. This will consist
mainly of hardening his muscles and the flesh
that he already carries, in order that he may
not be too easily fatigued when set to work up-
on the land. FExercise is the one way of attain-
ing this end. It is always a noticeable fact that
the team that has been in harness off and on all
winter stands the spring work much better than
horses that have been enjoying a continuous per-
iod of enforced idleness, Any man who has ex-
perienced a holiday of greater or less duration
can sympathize with the average horse as he is
put to work in spring,

GROOMING AND OLIPPING.

Grooming should be attended to regularly.
One cannot accurately estimate the value of
grooming. Some are inclined to overlook this
item in attending to horses. They pay dearly
for lack of attention in this respect in the extra
food necessary, in their less thrifty condi-
tion, and in their rough, ufkempt appearance.
Where time has a real money value, as is the
case on most farms, elipping should be resorted
to. The horse that is clipped just before going
into the spring seoding, will stand the work
much better than his mate that is forced to shed
his hair in the natural way. Many will not agree
with me on the practice of clipping horses but
the average farm worker should not be made to
suffer the discomforts that go with lack of at-
tention. The matted coats of many horses will
mm-l,ydryuutfmmoudqofn-diub‘h
next,
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