A BABY'S FIRST

“Oh, it's no trouble at all, miss.
I'll bring it with pleasure. 1 am sure
you would suit me very well. I've
always heard of you as such a good
mistress, and 1'd ?ikc to live with you;
I would indeed !’

Hilary sat dumbfounded. She was
beginning to feel quite afraid of this
terrible young woman who stood up
before her, looking so tall and formid-
able, and tossing her head until all the
shabby black feathers shook again on
her hat, “I—I won't detain you any
longer,”” she said icily, as she rose from
her seat.  ** You can leave your address,
and if I change my mind 1 will let you
know.””  She laid her hand on the bell
as she spoke, but, to her amazement,
the young woman suddenly flopped
down on a chair, and folded her arms
with a determined gesture.

“1 won't stir an inch till I've had my
lunch,”” she said; and from beneath
the skirts of her dress there appeared a
pair of stout, hob-nailed boots; from
within her muff, two big, brown hand
and beneath the veil, a laughing, mis-
chievous face,

“ Rex!" screamed Hilary, at the
pitch of her voice. * Oh, you horrible,
deceiving, bad, impertinent boy ! "’

‘“Rex!" echoed Lettice in chorus.

*“Oh, oh! how lovely! how delicious !
However did you do it? Norah!—
Norah! Norah! Oh, do come here!”
In» d Norah, breathless with curi-
osity, to know what had happened, and
the next ten minutes was passed in a
clamour of questionings. When had he
thought of it? How had he thought of
it 2 Where had he found the clothes ?
How had he dressed ? etc., etc.

Rex paraded the room with mincing
steps, and simpered at his own reflec-
tion in the looking-glass,

*Old things of the mater's and
Edna’s. Brought 'em over in the cart,
and dressed in the summer-house.
What a nice girl I should have made,
to be sure.  Seems quite a  waste,
doesn't it 7 I say, though, I am nearly
suffocating with heat. Can't 1 go and
take them off somewhere 7’

He was crossing the hall on the way
to the cloak room, when who should
come tripping downstairs but Mary her-
self, trim and neat as ever, but casting
a glance the reverse of  “proving at the
strange young woman who had come to
supplant herself,

**Good morning, Mary. I've come
to apply for the place,” said Rex
gravely ; then suddenly picking up his
skirts, displaved his trousered legs
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underncath, and executed a wild
schottische reund the hall.

Mary gave a shriek, put her hand to
her heart, and sank down on the stairs,
brushes and all, in a breathless heap.
**Oh, Mr. Rex, oh! I never in all my
life! Oh, what a turn you gave me!
Oh! oh! oh!” And sfw gasped and
panted till Norah became alarmed, and
went up to pat her on the shoulder.

“Don’t, Mary, don't! Oh, Mary, |
wish it was all fun. 1 wish you weren't
going."

*““So do I, Miss Norah. I don't want
to leave you, but Miss Hilary——""'

“1 don’t want you to go, Mary. 1
would rather have you than anyone
else.”

“Ha! ha! ha!” Rex
round the hall in wild delight.
at that now! Reginald Frere, Esq.,
peacemaker and  housemaid-waitress,
Apply—Brathey Manor——"'

*““What in the world is the matter ?
Has everyone gone mad? How am 1
supposed to write in this uproar:"
Mr. Bertrand appeared at his study door
with an expression of long-enduring
misery, whereat there was a general
stampede, and the house subsided into
silence,
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WE think ““ Our Girls” will find this pattern
cxucll( what they want for utilising old even-

We are again indebted to our
for the idea, which is
and works out well,

ing gloves.
friend in  Antwe
thoroughly practical
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Only the long arm pieces are required; cut
them off at wrist and rip up the seam.
Figs. 1 and 3 must be cut out in buckram—
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not too stiff a kind—exactly according to
measurements given. Lay the buckram pat-
tern on the kid and cut that slightly larger all
the way round, excepting the centre part of
Fig. 3.

A thin silk lining of any delicate shade
should be cut the same size as the kid. The
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seam at the back of the shoe A, Fig. 2, con-
sists of kid and silk lining sewn together
from the inside, then insert the buckram,
which cannot overlap and cause a hard seam.

Turn in all the raw edges of the silk and
oversew them to the kid over the buckram ;
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make the sole quite complete in a similar way,
When joining the *“‘upper” to the sole, be
careful to commence oversewing from the out-
side at A, Fig. 2, and work up to B, then begin
again at A and werk round the other side to
B. The remaining portion round the toe C
requires to be slightly puckered on to the sole
to allow room for baby’s toes,
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Bina the shoe round the top and strap with
ribbon or fine silk braid to match the lining,
and add a small button and loop to strap.

The toe may be decorated with a bow of
kid or pompom of the ribbon used for bind-
ing. Sometimes a tiny bell is inserted in the
pompom, to the great delight of the small
wearer,
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