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was so in the life of Job. It was so 
in the lives of Joseph, of David, of 
Daniel. It was so in the lives of 
the twelve apostles. It is the life 
promised to the Christian. “ Blessed 
are ye when men shall revile you and 
persecute you," etc. They that will 
live godly lives must suffer persecu 
lion. And it is the life realized in 
the service of God. (a Cor. iv. 8-11.) 
Why do the righteous suffer ? We 
know not, and yet one answer may 
be given. It is because there can 
be no fellowship between righteous
ness and unrighteousness, no 
munion between light and darkness, 
no concord between Christ and 
Belial, no compromise between the 
world and the Church, no harmony 
between the flesh and the Spirit.

2. Why Christ did not intervene 
It is indeed a

hands of the cruel King. The sword 
of the iniquitous Herod claimed the 
head of John the Baptist to satisfy 
the revenge of the vile Herodias.
His is, indeed, a pathetic picture, 
his interrupted ministry and tragic 
death a most mysterious incident in 
the providence of God.

This subject is opportune at this 
time. Of course, there must be 

•• Now when John had heard in mysteries in ‘he providence of God. 
the prison the works of Christ, he “Oh the depth of the riches, both 
sent two ol his disciples and said of the wisdom and knowledge of 
unto him, Art thou he that should God. How unsearchable are h.s 
come, or do we look for another ? judgments and his ways past find-
Jesus answered and said unto them, ing out.” But our hearts at this
Go and shew John again those time seem specially oowed down 
things which ye do hear and see : under the sense of them. Why did 
the blind receive their sight, and Jesus, at the height of His minis r> 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleans- allow the work of HufaithfulIter 

and the deaf hear, the dead are vant thus to be interrupted r Why .
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and reap ; and yet, “ He that reap- 
eth receiveth wages and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal." May many 
readers of Parish and Home go 
and be glad toilers with the Master 
in His vineyard.
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