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THE NEW BIRTH.
Its Opportunity.
Wm. A. Stewart, M.A.
The New Birth is the awakening of
the foul to a prevalling consclousness

of obligaticn in connection with the
d It I8 a process of

girning of things and was just as pos-
sible and necessary for Plato aud
Noah as for Nicodemus and John
Bunyan.

Life and Immortality were always
possibilitier of the soul by the Grace
of God. Tt was Christ's speclal offico
to bring them within our reach; where-
as formerly they had only been seen
as through a glass darkly Christ
brought them Into sunshine and awoke
men to a consclow of their sup-
reme worth. Like natural birth, spir-
Itual birth is a synoym for weak-
ness. Tt Is a grain of seed; a promise
of greater things yet to be.

Without attempting to scale perfec-
tion's sacred heights or even the al-
plne ones of revelation In connection
with the bill of the inelpl
soul, we shall try to point out its
grand npportunity and to suggest some
simple and familiar lines along which
that opportunity may he reallzed. The
great opportunity of the New Rirth
Is concisely expressed by the Saviour
imself as—entering Into Jife. It will
not of course he gratultously summosed
by any one that this entering Into life
means the same thing as heing “born
aguin.”  The one Is the starting point
the other 1s the goal of all spiritual
‘ndeavor—at least as far as this world
is concerned. “Except a man be horn
again.” The one s the starting point,
God,” hecause he 1s stone blind, spirit-
nally dead; whereas 'n order to “enter
Into life” varfous spiritual qualifica-
tlons are necessary Knowledge s
necessary—“the world knew him nnt;"
recention 18 necessary—*“as many as
recelved him:" faith Is necessary
“even to them that %elleve on his
name” as well ns the New RBirth it-
self—the sine qua non—*“which were
horn . . . of God” DNIA Nicodemus
himeelf enter into the Kinedom of God
as Christ presented 1t? DId that seribe
mentloned in Mark 12. 297 DA John
the Rantist? DI any of the disciples
with the cxeention of Peter--prior tn
the Resurrection?  Saintly men, all
of them, and suhjects of the new hirth,
but were they sniritually qualified to
“enter Into the Kingdom?” These and
a hundred other perplexing questions
suggest another. What {s it to enter
into Life and what s it to enter Into
The Kingdom of God? As we take
it both mean ene and the same thing.
The Kingdom of God s s'mvlv a econ-
crete representation of Christ's con-
ception of Wternal Life. Much labor
and great scholarship have heen spent
in identifving The Kinedom of God
with the Church. with the Body, with
the bride and with various other
etates and conditlons of the soul in
time and In eternity: hut we venture
to snegest that this phrase is simply
an or dor and ad a by
Christ to Introduee and elucldate his
conception of FEternal Life—the sum
suhstance of all his teaching. But
not to dwell on this point 1t may he
remembered with what facility Christ
nasses from discoursing about the
Kingdom of God to the subject of
Pternal Nfe in the subsequent part of
h's conversation with Nicodemus, and
aeain i Matt. 19¢ 16 and 23.  The pee-
nllar use of the word “Inherft” In con-
nection with hoth subjects may also he
recalled.

Certainly no words have ever lllum-
inated Christ's conception of Fternal
Life so brilliantly as that phrase, the
Winedom of God: nore have afforded
# more practical and  comprehensive

.
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to Its meaning and though
perhaps a liitle time-worn now, it may
still serve to suggest some of the
more important and the more practical
opportunities of the soul that has been
“horn again.”

To the fev the most imposing and
the most impressive characteristic of
the Kingdom of God was its endless-
ness.  The Lord shall reign for ever,
even thy God, O Zlon, unto all genera-
tions.  “And In the days of these
Kings shall the God of [Heaven set up
a Kingdom, and It shall stand for
wver.”

The Idea of a Kingdom that was
eternal made It easler for men to un-
derstand a Life that was eternal and
accordingly the one was used hy Christ
to suggest and Introduce the other.
Infirmity and death limit all human
opportunity and possibility but, con-
sider the opportunities of a life that
la eternal!  Eternal youth Is one of
the opportunities of the soul that has
been  “horn again.” Again the es-
sential dignity and worth of this life
Is suggested by the idea of a King-
dom To many people, perhaps, life
sometimes scems poor and vain and
empty lke “a cottage In a vineyard, a
lodge In a garden of cucumbers, a be-
sleged clty,” but a life that could he
compared to s Kirgdom was In no
Adanger of falllng under such reproach.
The idea was Inspiring, it gave wings
to the imagination. And so a life of
magnificent resources, of houndless
nossibilitles Is another of the oppor-
tunitles of the infant soul suggested by
the Kingdom of God

Again this Kingdom was exclusive-
Iv for the Jews—without let or hind-
rance—eo at least they understood it,
Nothing about the Kingdom seemed
w0 cantivating and preclous as the
thought that {t was all for them, and
simply hecause they were the child-
ren of Abraham. This was their con-
vietlm and they based It on Seripture,
“the saints of the Most High shall
take the Kingdom and possess the
Kingdom for ever, even for ever and
“ver”™ That convietion has been thelr
salvation. It has bound Jews to-
gether, wherever they might be, hy tles
at once the strongest and the tender-
est, tles that have proved quite ade-
quate to preserve among them the
epirit of genuine patriotism and an
enthusiasm for national {deals iIn
apite of disintegrating forces entirely
nnparalleled In the records of history,
The opportunity of the Jew—that
counted for so much to him and that
was prized so highly by him Is the
opportunity of every new horn bahe
In Christ Jesus—to enter into—"the in-
lritance of the Kingdom of Christ
ond of God,” tu enter Into eternal life
withont tax or toll, without money
and without price as—“the children of
God In Christ Jesus.”

The last opportunity to  be
referred to here |is perhaps _ the
greatest and comes to in
the way of an obligation. Sentiments

of a soclal, po'itieal and natlonal na-
ture that were created and developed
by the conviction that the Kingdom in
all its greatness and glory was espec-
Ially for Jews, as the children of falth-
ful Abraham, were prodigi in-

portant lerson concerning the nature,
relations and obligations of Eternal
Life. In this way, too, he made it
easler for Peter and Paul to speak of
a love that was no respecter of per-
sons and for God who Is the Father
of all the familier of the earth; and,
again, recalling the marvellous soclal
and natlonal homogenity of the
Jewleh people as the result of thelr
conception of the meaning of that
phrase. the Kingdom of God, it should
be casler for us to understand and,
easier for us to remember, that the
spirit of Bternal Lire Is Eternal Love.
Toronto, Nov. '09.

THE ELDERS OPPORTUNITY.
(By Rev. W, H. Jordan)

Never have the rullng elders of our
Church had greater need of the most
thorough preparation for their office.
How can an elder be equipped for his
best work as an officer in the Church
Which has honored him as leader If he
does not inform himself about the
general work of the Church at home
and abroad? Let these honored men
of the Chureh magnify thelr office.
Let them familiarize themselves with
the polity” and the history of the
Church. Let them get a vision of the
world-wide work, and see that the
local church Is not the end of the
work, but a means to the end that
the gospel may be proclaimed to the
uttermost parts of the earth.

What a fleld the office of ruling elder
presents to the youhger men of the
Church, If they but make that thor-
ough preparation which the congregn-
tlon will not be slow to appresiate
The layman or the rullng elder caw
speclalize in a way that a pastor can
not. He can take up the work of any
one of the Boards, as Flome Missions,
Sabbath-school work, ¢ Foreign Mis-
slons, and study and ¢cmphasize them
until he comes to be considered an
Ruthority on this or that great work
of the Chureh. Such study and labor
which absorbs the best thought of
many of our ablest ministers and lay-
men will greatly develop the man, his
Christian experience, his enfoyment of
Christian  work, and his usefulness.
Such a man will be greatly used in the
presbytery or synod.

It Is just as true to-day as In the
days of the apostles that the layman
must look after the many details of the
work that the ministry may give ftself
to prayer and to the Word. Not untif
We get get back to apostolic practices
will we have apostolic results. It is
not the money a man has, but the
consecrated knowledge and ambifion,
constant spiritual growth, that makes
& man an efficlent worker for God.

Such a man is a live wire, and his

wer Is mighty for good as he moves
n and ous among old and young in
the church and community, Blessed
I8 the pastor who has such men on his
sesslon, men who, like the strong mens
of old time In the tribe of Issacher,
knew what Israel ought to do. May
God glve us such men, sun-crowned
men, Spirit-filled men, whose highest

v
tensified by the thought that their
Kingdom wns the Kingdom of God
Suhjects of an everlasting Kingdom
and of an everlasting God, children
of & common narentage, w'th a com-
mon  history, with a common hope:
ratlovality stood for mutual helpful-
ness, for religlous fellowship, for bro-
therhood. In a way In which these
terms had never been understood be-
fore. And so this phrase, the King-
dem of God, frelghted with all fts
wealth of holy and preclous assocla-
tlons came to Christ's hand ag a fam-
Miar study by means of which he
could teach the people many an im-

“ is the ad of God's
kingdom,

Jerseyville, Il

“The Ills of Life, appear under’

many guis:a. Many of the physical'
tnes and some of the mental could be
prevented or even cured by a course of

treatment with the saline waters of the
“St. Catharines Well.” A mild climate
6rd pleasant environment

ald in the




