VIII. PREFACE

fidence in its reliability. ~Without this quality it could not be
valuable. Wherever dates are given they have been taken from
records. Where oral information only has been obtainable regard-
ing events, statements are made in general terms without convey-
ing the idea of positive certainty.

I desire to express my sincere thanks to those persons who
have kindly assisted me in obtaining information. To Mr. Steele,
of the Canada Co., London, England; officers of the Crown Lands
and Canada Co., Toronto; Mr. Lane, county clerk of Huron; Mr.
Robson, county clerk of Middlesex; and municipal officers, clergy,
and others of our own county, I am under deep obligations. 1
may be permitted here specially to thank Mr. John Idington,
county attorney, of Stratford, for his excellent contribution in his
chapter on the county judiciary. I desire, also, specially to thank
Mr. R. R. Lang, city clerk, Stratford, for a chapter on the militia
and volunteer corps of this county.

In conclusion, I may say that every exertion has been made to
establish truth regarding all of whom I have had occasion to
write. 1 have given honour where honour is due, and in my
humble way rescued from oblivion the names of many who did a
great work in this county. That I will please all I have no hope,
and if censure should fall on my efforts I shall be still proudly
conscious that where I fail I will fail as a martyr.

WILLIAM JOHNSTON.
St. Marys, December 31st, 1902.



