
SQUARE TIMBEB.

The only figures available as to the amount of square timber cut annually are the
statistics of exports furnished by the Department of Trade and Commerce. There is
very little he«n square timber used in Canada, and as all the sawn square timber is
entered under the head of lumber, the quantity of hewn square timber exported is
approximately the quantity cut. On the following table are given the quantities of
square timber of different species exported during the calendar year 1909.

TABLE 26.

(•) CiuANTiTV AND Value of Canadian Square Timber exported, 1909.
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(') During 1009 the following Toreign tiiiibcr wa8 expoitfd
Ehn, 2,664 tons ; Red Pine, 60 tons.

(») The expresHJon ' ton," applied to nquare tinilier, means 40 culiic feet.

White pine is yet and always has been by measttrement the chief square timlier
exported

; in 1909 it was 60 7 per cent of the total. Birch is and has been for many
years second.

The highest price per cubio foot was that paid for oak, 54 cents, the Icrest
was birch at 22 cents. Although the price per ton was slightly higher for white pine,
the price of red pine for 1909 was 8 cents higher i)er cubic foot than that of white pine.

The square timber trade is declining. It passed the maximum in 1877. It is now
difficult to secure in Canada first-class clear timber of a quality suitable for squaring.
The extent of the decline is shown in the following tabular statement which gives, as
taken from the Trade and Commerce reports, the average annual export of square timber,
with values, for the years 1871-1880, inclusive.


