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neither of stone nor wood. They were neatly pla«.
tered together by the Pygmy workmen, pretty mu^
hke bird s-nests, out of straw, feathers, eggsheUs and
other smaU bits of stuff, with stiff clayLsS of mor
tar

;
and when the hot sun had dried them, they were

just as snug and comfortable as a Pygmy coidd de-

• «^!.''T*T
'**"^^ ^^°"* ^^« conveniently laid out

in fields, the largest of which was nearly of the same
extent as one of Sweet Fern's flower-beds. Here thePygmies used to plant wheat and other kinds of grain
which when it grew up and ripened, overshadowed
these my people, as the pines, and the oaks, and the
walnut and chestnut - trees overshadow you and mewhen we walk in our own tracts of woodland. At
harvest-time, they were forced to go with their little
axes and cut down the grain, exactly as a wood-cutter
makes a cleanng m the forest ; and when a stalk of
wheat, with Its overburdened top, chanced to come
crashing down upon an unfortunate Pygmy, it wasapt to be a very sad affair. If it did noTTmash him

nl r^l'if ^?'*' ^ ^°* '"'"' ^* °^"«* ha^« °^ade the
poor little fellow's head ache. And oh, my stors^ if

tL%hnr ^"^
r?*'"''

^''^ «^ «"^^"' ^hat must
the children and babies have been? A whole family
of them might have been put to bed in a shoe, or havecrept into an old glove, and played at hMe-and-seek

1 uT^ a°d fingers. You might have hidden ayear-old baby under a thimble.
Now these funny Pygmies, as I told you before, hada (xiant for heir neighbor and brother, who was big-

ger. If possible, than they were little. He was so yevy
^« .ha. «c earned a pine-tree, which wa^ eight feet
through the but, for a walking-stick. It t»Qk a fax-


