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About tbifl time a fearftil epidemic made its
appearance in the aettlement, and it ia said near-
ly one thousand persons fell victims during the
autumn, and the Allowing winter. On the four-
teenth day of October, Government found it ne-
cessary topublish an.Ordinance commanding all
Justices of the Peace, upon the death of any of
the settlers, to name so many of tlie neighbor-
hood or quarter (not exceeding 12) to which the
deceased belonged,' to attend at the burial and
carry the corpse to the ground, and whoever re-
fused to attend without sufficient reason, should
have his name struck off the Mess book and Re-
gister of settlers, as unworthy of his Maiesty's
country. And affain, in December, another order
commandmg all householders to report their detd
^0 a clergyman within twenty-four hours.
The governor deeming it expedient tliat some

permanent system of law to answer the immedi-a^ exigencies of the Colony should be eSlabllab-
ed, a committee of Council was appointed to ex-nmme the various systems in force In the old
^^olonies. On the 17th December, Mr. Green re-
ported that after a careful in?estigation, the law*
of Virginia were found to be themost applicable
*®J*« Bro»f»>t situation of the settlement, and
most ffl acc6fdance wi tlui igrsiem almdy in
operation*-'v;^>^r :^^" •:•/ .^- '
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