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Amsterdam about ,650, and published as the work of
(.sdmon, because its contents agreed «-i,h Ba.da's de-cnpttou of C^dmon-s ..„en,s and of his first hymrumus was a frien,. of M,„„„, and Milton was one of' the
firs .0 hear what the earliest English poe, was sappos«i
.0 have wntten on the Tall of the Angels and the Fall of

h,s MS. So,ne say that Caedmon did not write a line of
., others allow him some share in it. It pleases us tothmk, and the judgment is possible, that the more
archa,c portion of the firs, poem in the MS._ the ff«,„,V

tir,l,
«";''"' *' ''"" "' '"' '^"8=" =•"" 'h« Crea.

tte k*' f
.;"' """'"•' *' "^"'^ °f Abraham withthe k,ne of the East is by C^dmon himself. In themtdstofthe Genesis there is however a second deset^pon of the Fall of the Angels and an elaborate accouZf

Th Tt'" '" '"" °' '"^ '™P""i™ '" *' GardenThis ,s held to be an after-insertion, made perhaps in the"- of ^Ifred. I. differ, in feeling, in suUl y and

t

manner of verse from the rest. A conjectureL madlhat
,, was a translation of a part of an Old Saxon poen,and ,h,s seems ,0 be borne out by the discovery in ,8,4of a fi-agmen, of Old Saxon poetry in which there areImes s,m,lar ,0 those of this separated portion of the&«««. The next poem in the MS. is the £.w», i,.scertamly no. by C^dmon. It is „o, a paraphrase; it

..^ a tnumphal poem of war, boldly invented, on the pas-sage of the Red Sea. The Z>.«>/, ,he third poem of 4e


