
time, the supplies ami labor will follow 
construction. It would be quite impos
sible for our business men tu do busi
ness with a railway outtit which had not 
yet reached the co»et. Ergo, until the 
line of railway actually reaches salt 
water, everything must come from tho 
East and the money expended along the 
line must tiow back to Winnipeg and 
Eastern points. This Province is the

only one in the Dominion which does 
not get direct and local benefit from con
struction. Millions of money will be 
spent in New Brunswick, Quebec, On
tario and the Northwest, from which 
the business men of those Provinces will 
have direct and substantial benefits in 
business arising out of it in a variety 
of ways.

How It Works Out
For mauy years British Columbia has 

been paying In inordinate proportion to 
the Federal Treasury and receiving in
adequately in return therefrom as com
pared with other provinces. This is not 
a matter of mere assertion. It has been 
worked out iu detail since Confederation. 
Up until 1900 the Province had con
tributed over $13,500,000 iu excess of 
what it received, notwithstauding the 
fact that duriug that time the debt of 
the whole of Canada had increased from 
$122,000,000 to $350,000,000, showing 
that the whole of Canada had not con
tributed iu anything like the same pro
portion, or otherwise the debt would 
Lave been completely wiped out and 
there would have been a very large fund 
in reserve. Since 1900 the case has been 
no better, but rather worse than form-
erly, as this statement will show:

Expenditure by Contributions by
Dominion lu B. C. 1‘rov. to Dom.

1000-1 . ... $1,811,304 $3,353,607
10012 . ... 2,281,774

... 1,082,888
8.460,303

1002 3 . 3,851,888

Now, these are the statements taken 
from the Auditor-General’s report un
der all heads, and really include many 
things with which tho Province has no 
right in he charged, nor baa there bee® 
any effort to distinguish expenditures 
charged to “capital” aud “income” re
spectively, which iu some instances 
would materially reduce the amount 
chargeable iu one year. The statement 
is MOKE than fair to the Dominion, 
inasmuch as it Includes such large items 
as quarantine, tishvry protective service, 
«maintenance aud construction of light
houses, defenses of Esquimau and mil
itia, etc., which, strictly speaking, are 
matters of national benefit and are in 
BO sense local or provincial. They are 
not, tor instance, such matters as on the 
other sido of the continent would be 
charged to Nova Scotia, New Bruns
wick or Prince Edward Island in a sim
ilar statement. The statement also in
cludes the coat of the Indians for the 
use of whom the Province handed over 
525,000 acres of its very best land.

What Would Have Resulted

1
(Extracts from report of delegation to and 125,000, respectively, the per capita 

Ottawa, 1901.)
Since 1872, the revenue contributed 

by Britislt Columbia to the Dominion, 
up to July 1st, 1901, will have amount
ed to, roundly, $42,000,000. Taking the 
average of the population for the three 
census periods, 1871 to 1881; 1881 to 
1891; and 1891 to 1901, at 81,000, and 
that of all Canada at 4,500,000 for the 
same periods—had the whole of the peo
ple of the latter contributed in the same 
ratio per capita, the revenue would have 
amounted to $2,333,250,000 instead of 
$880,300,000.

In other words, 1-55 of the population 
has contributed about 1-20 of the rev
enue of Canada in 30 years.

Conversely, if the contribution of Brit
ish Columbia, for that period, had been 
on the same basis as the rest of Canada, 
it would have amounted to only $15,- 
957,000.

Taking the population at 5,250,000

contribution of all Canada in 1899 was 
$8.93 per head, aud that of British Co
lumbia $25.07 per head.

If tho revenue from British Columbia 
had been on the same ratio as the rest 
of Canada, it would have amounted to 
only $1,110,250, instead of $3,194,808.

Taking the customs and excise alone, 
which amounted in 1899 to $34,958,000 
for the Dominion, and $2,027,500 for the 
Province, on the same basis of popula
tion, the per capita contributions are 
$6.05 and $21.02. Had the whole popu
lation of Canada contributed in the 
seme ratio as British Columbia, the tax
ation derivable from inland revenue and 
customs would have been $110,250,000, 
instead of $34,958,000.

Conversely, if British Columbia had 
contributed in the same ratio as the rest 
of the Dominion, the revenue from Brit
ish Columbia from these sources would 
have been only $831,250.

(SI)

*


