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to apply for his materials to any American
concern through which the purchase might
ever be traced. Consequently, he asked for

technical assistance and was referred to Captain
Carl Schmidt, the chief engineer of the Fried-
rich der Grosse, one of the great German
liners interned at Hoboken. Schmidt placed
at his disposal Charles Becker, the electrician

of the Friedrich der Grosse. From him he
obtained sections of lead pipe and thin sheets
of lead and tin. The chemicals were easily

obtained from striqtly German sources.

Dr. Scheele now made a few experiments
and quickly evolved a bomb that was as simple
as it was efficient. It consisted merely of a
section of lead pipe, about two and a half
inches in diameter and three or four inches
long. This cylinder was separated into two
water-tight compartments by a thin disk of
the sheet tin. In one of the two compartments
was placed a chemical, and in the other a
corrosive acid. The ends were then sealed
and the bomb was complete. The acid slowly
ate its way through the tin partition, and when
at length a tiny hole was made, the acid and
the chemical mingled and their action was to
produce, without noise, a heat so intense
that it melted the lead in the cylinder and the
whole bomb flowed down into a molten mass
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