
Hon. J. M. Gibson's Address

At Femus, on October 21st. 1901.

Till-:
nKclirl^' wa> Iil-U in llic Town Hiill anJ vv:i> iIk- ihc;isumi o the

.\tlorm.-v-t;oiicr:irs lirst appi-^irii.u..- :il ;i nicL^lin^' in l.:l^l W i-llmn-

liiii siin:V hisrenominiilion. 'Uw (.iKiir \v;iMVCupii-il hy Mr. ^'ii'>-

who niiidc a hriff sptvi-h hy way of inlnHhalioii. I'ho Hon. Mr.

tiihsiMi was well rcccivud and spoke as lollons ;

Mv first word to the Liberals of ICast Wellington at the present time-

is natu'rallv an expression ot' ffratiluUe lor the nnanimoiis noinnia; .1 at

the I'onvei'llion. When 1 lirst entered I'le eonstitllen.-y in lXc)«thc nnder-

standinj; was that the representation should he yi' en 10 me lor the halanee

of the I'arliamentarv term, and [ ^ave the assiiranee that a nominatioii tor

a further term would not be .soutjhl hy me. I'hat assiiranee has been

li\ed up to on mv part in ffood faith. Kretpiently, when I have felt a desire

to visit the eonstituenev and beeome better .lequaintcd with my constit-

uents, I have been deterred from doinj; so by the consideration that it miKht

be charj,'ed afrainst me that I was in reality seekiii}; to make

mvself solid for another term and my visits to Kast \Vellinj,'ton have

bJen confined to special occasions in connection with which my presence

could not possibly justify any such construction ol my motives.

UNANIMOUS NOMINATION AOOBPTBD.

There are manv men in the riding of ability, whose names hiive

often been suffjfested in connectior with the i'arliamcntary representation

of East Wellinj,'ton, and from amonj; whom excellent candidates mif,'ht have

been selected. It has not been without some misttivint; theretore, on my part

that my connection with the constituency should for the time beinf; seem to

stand in the wav of verv reasonable and natural aspirationson the part ot any

of these (fentlemcn. the invitation, however, appeared to me to come with

such a dejjree of unanimity as to justify my immediate acceptance n- a

response to the telejjraph'ie messajje sent from the President of the

.Association, askiufr my reply on the afternoon of the Convention. The

honour of having represented East Welliiiffton has b en s;rcatly appreciated

by me. It can safelv be said without flattery, and ..ithout any insincerity

on my part, that Ea.st Wellington stands second to no constituency in

the r'roviuce in the material advantages it enjoys as an agricultural section

of the country and certainly not as regards the solid, sterling and intelli-

gent qualitie's of the people. (.Vpplause.) Correspondingly great is thu


