
When Pierre Trudean and Jean Chretien, minister of
indian Affairs and Northern Dcvelopment, unveiled last
spring thcir grandiosc plans for the developm'ent of an
criergy corridor down the Mackenzie River valley from
Ille Arctic ocean, few Canadians appear ta have grasped
tht' truc meaning of thc message. Perhaps they dismissed
il is more pre-lection rhetoric or chalked it up ta that
riysteriaus, periodic affliction of Canadian
plihticians-the 'northern vision'.

Alas, the Mackenzie vallcy corridor is neither
giîinnck nor fantasy, and the underlying vision is that of
tlie international petroleum industry bard on the scent
()l black gold. The Mackenzie highway, an oilman's
frcewaY ta the frontier (developed with millions of aur
tax dollars), is lready under construction. A natural gas
pipecline si'cms a virtual certainly before the end of the
7u's; an ail pipeline is a strong prohability. Plans for
atilier mens from the Arctic islands ta eastern Canada are
n thc air. Yellowknife, Inuvik and the many smaller
cniricunities of the north arc undcrgoing dramatic and
wîenching social changes as tbey confront Imperial Oji
arnd the other petroleum giants in the scramblc for
Canada's last frontier. With the unrepresscd zeal of a
Calgary Stampede and the awesame lagistical might of a
second Berlin air lift, the ail industry and the federal
gavernient are dragging the north inta, the age af
pragress. The Great Northern Hustle is undcrway.

The driving force, the motor, hchind all ibis activity
s tbe resless expansion of the major international ail

comipanies <mast of them American, none Canadian) in
scarch of new discoveries and a beiter profit margin. The
sanie pressures which sent the Manhattan lumbering
thraugh the Northwest Passage are now turning the
C,înadian nortb -and Alaska--nia a hunting preserve for
the' world's biggest resaurce developers. That American
evcergy crisis' we hear so much about is strictly good

news for the pctroleumn conipanies and their Canadian
subsidiaries: an insatiable demand for ail and gas means
s00 ing prices and r-narket potentials and bigbcr profits.

By any measure of success, the ail business and ils
junior service industries are hooming, In December the
Toronto Stock Lxcbange's Western ail index hit a
ire-year high. Production dnd exparts are well up,
exploration activiîy is increasing in thrce separate
regions of Canada and W. 0. Twaiîs, chaîrman of
lmipcrial Oil, assures us that 1973 will bc even better.
Capital spending by the ail and gas industry in 1973, be
suggests, will rise by à whopping 20 per cent ta $1 .2
billion. A nicasure of bis aptimism may lic in the fact
thit Imperial bas already landed a $4 billion cantract
wlti two American companies for Arctic gas: pravidcd,
ai course, the pipeline is buili. Ai mcd with their
exploration incenlives, depreciation and depletion write-
olis, tax deferroients and al the other goodies which
wase the ailman's burden, Imperial, Gulf, ShelI, Mobit,
etc., etc. are pauring huge amaunts of tume and maney
itt their plans for getîing froniier gas and ail ta the
US. market. Cdnadian Arctic Cas Study Ltd., a large
consortium of pe trolcu m and transportation companies,
ntends ta apply ta the National Lnergy Board ibis

sunmmer for permission ta build a gas pipeline froni the
Mackenzie delta: which is, according ta Oilweek, 'the
hotîesî exploration area on ibis contient todlay'. That
alonie will casi 5 billion dollars, but the total cast of the
various praiectssin the air could be ahove 30 billion (aur
dnnual G.N.P. is about 100 billion). The ail industry
prides itself on 'thinking big'.

Anyone familiar wiîh the operatian of the industry
n A\lberta can predict wiih some confidence whai will
bhppen at the Lnergy Board bcarings ncxt sumrmer. The
ail executives wifl try ta overwhelm the opposition wilh
tbeir expensive and glossy brochures, their 'exhaustive'
reports, expertise, statistics, cbarts and sa on. An
ainiosphere of great urgency will be credted: the cry will
bc, it's naw or NEyER' Then îhei well-heeled, tame
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Quite generally, whau reason is there ta suppose that
the public interest or the interesîs af those who live in
the north can bc safely cntrusted ta a small group of
businessmen, politicians and bureaucrats wbo bave a
very special inîerest in the auteame afiIbis debate? Wbat
reasan is there ta surmise that tbe interesîs of the ail
empires coincide witb those of tbe peoples ai the
nortb-or ai Canada, of that malter? And on wbat
possible grounds cao decent Canadians defcnd the
ghasîiy premise that the hinterlands of Ibis country must
provide the 'solution' ta the cniergy needs af American
capiîalism, and danin the consequences?

The depressing faci af tbe malter is tbat tbe fix is
an. The ail iîidusîry 's profit motive and the
gavernmenus's fast-buck pbilosophy of resaurce
exploitation bave produced a convenient meeting ai the
minds, and anyane who decides la take an ail that
power and mancy bad better be ready for a raugb ride,
The opposition will gel ia bclp froni gavernoient or
business, and an piescot performance il should expect
ltulle encouragement froni aur researcb institutes or
media. A vcny unequal hate is clearl'y sbaping up.

Neverîbclcss, there will be an apposition. Too mucb
s at stake la lci the executiVes and bureaucraîs wio ibis
band of the energy poker game. The original peoples of
the north stand ta gain a few temporary jobs, but they
wilt lose mach mare. The encrgy corridor will pass
tbrougb lands whase proper ownership is tilt subjecita
îreaîy dispute. The cailous trealment af the Eskimo
people on Banks Island in 1970 was warning cnough af
what lies in store for those whose way af life conilicts
witb the aiiman's intcresi. The permanent jobs created
by the gas pipeline will bc a couple af hundred ai besi,
and few of tbose will go ta northerncrs. The industry
and goveroment praieci great economic spillofi effecîs
for the nortb, but whaî social changes will accompany
ibcm? Wbcn powerful, technocraîic forces came ino
sudden contact witb vuinerable, traditionat cultures:
who usually loses?

Canada's conservationists are up in anms against tbe
Mackenzie pipeline, and thcy 100 have some powcrful
ecanomisîs, biologisis and anibropolagists will be
traiied ouIta deal wiîh the aniicipatcd criticisms. The
engineers and scîcotisîs will 'prove' thal the pipeline cao
be built without damaging tbe fragile ccoiogy ai the

north. i he social scientisis will 'prove' that the native
peaiples cao only gain froni the blcssings af îesourcc
developement. The econamists will 'prove' that the
massive amounts of capital niecded ta build the pipeline
can bc raiscd wiibout disrupling the rest i the Canadian
economy or damaging aur expori trade. AIt af this sb
currenily being planned by the industi vs straiegisus.

The pipeline would be a pipe dream, ai course,
withouî the active encouragement of the federal
politicians and burcaucrats who iun the Deparîmennts aif
Indian Affairs anîd Noribern Devloprncnt and Lîîergý,
Mines and Resources, bath of wbich--wiîb the National
Energy Board--have close ad bac working arrangemcnts
with the ail industry. Ottawa is chargcd witb dJetendinig
the public inicrest and the rigbts ai the native
norbierners-Eskimos, Meuis and Indians -wba lîve above
the 6Otb parallel. But ihere is overwbelming evidenice
that the governiment bas atready cast in ils lot wiîb the
vested inlerests. Large royalties aie ai stake and the
gaverinnent also bas a large ecanamic stake in camrpanies
like Panarcîic which are invalved in northern
exploration. It bas used the Oit and Gda\ Land
Regulations ta cease out millions of acies of norîbern
land ta the resource developers-leas-ing the native
peoples who depend on that land for ibeir liveihaod at
the mercy of the ailmen. Ih bas excluded the
Departoient af the Environnient fram any jurisdclicion
north of 60 degrees and given jean Chr-etien's
deparîment total authority foi aIl aspects af northern
development: an amazing situation, given the sharp
conflicts af interest whicb already exist. lime and again
Ottawa has capitulaied ta intensive lobbying by the
resource industries. Reports which should be subîected
ta public scrutiny are stamped 'for internaI use' and
locked away. Doors which arc always open ta those
louder vaices'--the corporate lobbyisls-are closed ta
that inconvenient nuisance, the dissenting citizen. The
truîh is that the elite of Ottawa's civil service bas nevci
had much use for the rheîoric or piactise af
pariicipatory democracy.

Canada's conservationisis are up in arms agaînsi the
Mackenzie pipeline, and they îoa have some poweî fui
arguments. James Waadford, in bis distrubing boak, The
Vioiated Vision: The Rape of Canada's North, points
out ibat there bave already been serions blow-outs ai
Arctic gas wells, and the warst aitcndeî bas heen
Pararctic Oils Limîted-aur 'Govei nint ail campaný '
Woodford aînd others havc aigued that there is a seriaus
lack af basic knowledgc ai the ecasysîcms ai the Arcîic
and sub-Arctic, and that there sbould be a moratorium
on further exploration and development ai resources
until a great deal more unbiased research bas been
completed. Back in 1969-1970 Pierre Trudeau was
arguing that the Arctic was af vital ecological
importance la the world, and be seed ta bc say ing
that tbis interest bad priarity over any economic
interest. But now he champions energy corridors.

Finally, there will bc others ai the N.E.B. hcarings
wba will argue that the Mackenzie corridor is the wrong
place and the wrong way to develop Canada. They will
urge thal aur resource economy makes us too dependent
on foreign capital and markets and that the vast amounts
af money required ta develop frontier resaurces will be
raised at the expcnse of aur manufacturing industry. The
pressure on the Canadian dollar could hurt aur expart
trade, drive up interest rates at home and create a
'boom-bust' cycle. The expart ai mainiy crude,
unprocessed raw materials amounts ta the expart of jobs
and the perpetuatian of underemplayment. The franlic
seramble ta cash in aur minerai wealth will rcap a bitter
barvesi anc day when we find ourselves the awners ai a
greal many expensive hales in the ground. We are, as
Eric Kierans points out, a country in the process of
calonizing and underdeveloping itsdf.

But none of these arguments impress the American
ailmen and their juniors in Calgary and Toronto. Mr.
Twaits, indeed, bas been busily trotting around the
country warning business groups that if the perniciaus
doctrine af lcaving the resources in the graund takes
hold and the pipelines are not built soion, then the ail
industry wiil Icave the narth and neyer return. Can we
get that in writing, picase?


