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The Republica-n Duel
Presidentiai Çharacteristics and Differences

FOR the past two monts, Canadians have been
noting the spectacle of the President and an
ex-President of the Republic abusing each
otlier up and down the country from New

York to Kansas. Tlie campaign of Colonel Roose-
velt and Mr. Taft for the Presidential, nomination
oIf the Republican party lias been rather warm, per-
'Onalities baving sucb local significance that Canada
bas been referred to, as baving been. a possible
"adjunct" of the United'States.'rlie Roosevelt and
Taft forces bave finislied the last round. Tliey
bave been in Chicago in convention assembled. The
intrest was intense. One tbousand newspapermen,
indluding tbe illustrions William jenflingS Bryan,
wbho was "doing" the Convention for a Chicago
dailY, tramped the streets, their noses keen for

nesThe situation is dramatic and it is histofic.
bcth hotel1 lobibies and the environs of the con-

vention bail followers of Theodore Roosevelt and
William Howard Taft snarled at eacli other. roiir
shiort years ago these same disputants locked arms
aInd went to the polis lîke brotbers.

Since tbat time economic, social and politi<?l
causes have been at work making cataclysnic
Changes in, tbat section of the Aniericail People
Wb"icli calis itseli Republican. A Republîcan of
Yesterday may to-day be a Progressive or a Con-
servative. The, party bas split and its two chief
sections are typified by the careers and persoiaJi-
t"es of their leaders, Roosevelt anid Tait.

111 1908, when the Colonel closed bis two ternis
Of office as president, lie appointed Mr. T1aft the
hein of bis Policies and scepter. His influence
elec-ted Mr. Tait President. Mr-. Roosevelt wciit
away lion bunting in Airica. Hie returned in a
Year and began to roar because lie claitned that Mn.
J:aft had becomje netrognessive and was not furtlien
ing What the Colonel caîls affectiontely "My POli-
c'es-" Hie had allied hiniself with the old guard

~of Repubîicans and endorsed the Payne-Aldrich
t'lriff, Wbichf action, critics claimied, was playiiig
UlntO the bands of tbe "Interests> Roosevl lad

«Ihdwith thie "big stick." Roosevelt and Tait
disagreed; tliey became politîcal eneifies. . ence

int te fldn inr Chicago. Mr. Roosevelt went
itio te iel i~ atbird tenm as President. Hie

Wanits to Uliset the traditional custorn whdic pre-

of a few and placed the many in their power. They
have laid refornming hands on a constitution wbich
in 1912 has outgrown the primitive days of Hamil-
ton and Jefferson.

Something bas to be done. The question is, who
is going to do it? 'Those wbo shout Roosevelt
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cdaim that he is the man at this crisis. Roosevelt
appeals to those who want quick action. Lt is
claimed that be more than any other American
knows the American people, understands theni, and
can secure thetn relief. If he sbould not do the
right thing, lie would at least do something, is the
thougbt of many of bis supporters. Roosevelt bas
bad long lease of tbe imagination of the American
people. Tbey bave spoken of bim in tbe same
breatb witb Coesar and Napoleon, tbougb bis
greatest military exploit was a charge up San juan
Hill to, oust-some Spanisb musketeers. Roosevelt
is revered because lie personifies those qualities of
aggressiveness, alertness, assertiveness, and re-
source, wbicb bave made tbe United States a first
rate power. He is typically American in bis mental
make-up. Ris writings are inclined to be super-
ficially clever. His set speechies contain sucli slang
as "square deal." The important tliing to, remember
about bis career at the present time is its varied
cliaracter. He bas been President of tbe United
States; head of the police board ini New York; com-
mander of a cavalry troop on active service; author
of a score of books, and been a journalist and
scientific investigator. Tbese activities bave'belped
bum to understand the American people.

'T HE difference between Roosevelt, tbe Progres-
sive, and Taft, the Conservative, is in tbeir

very training, Roosevelt's life lias run in many
channels; Taft, the lawyer and judge, bhas worked
bis way up to distinction in one of tbe most con-
servative of professions. His one groove bas been
the law since lie left Yale. Compared witb Roose-
velt's, Taft's training lias been narrow. He lias
not liad tlie same opportunity to meet the people,
except as their judge, as Roosevelt lias bad. More-
over bis training bas not been the kind wbich is
essential to a bigli executive office like the Presi-
dency. An executive officer must act by instinct
and tbink afterwards, Tbe judicial mind such as
Mr. Taft's weighs carefully beforehand and tben
acts. The strenuous arena of politics is not the
same place as the serene cliamber of tbe judge.
The dîfference in atmospbere bas botbered Mr.
Taft. Mr. Roosevelt, on tlie otber band, bas Pro-
ceeded fromn one executive office to another in bis
career. Ris genins is executive work. But white
it may be coniceded that Mr. Roosevelt is the better
executive, there are a great rnany Republicans who
think big Mr. l'aft saler than lie and will resist
thie Colonel's attempt to usurp the Cincinnati man's


