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The Republican Duel

Presidential Characteristics and Differences

noting the spectacle of the I.’res1den‘t angaiﬁ
ex-President of the Republic abusing New
other up and down the country fr?nii ose-
York to Kansas. The campaign of (_,olone i ot'on
velt and Mr. Taft for the Presidential nomina 1er_
of the Republican party has been rather }‘,Nirgén%da
sonalities having such local significance tha e
has been referred to as having been 2 pCﬁsand
“adjunct” of the United States. The Rooseve The
aft forces have finished the last roungi d 'I‘h}é
have been in Chicago in convention assemblec. -
interest was intense. One thousand Ylt’aV_Vspapf]%rr1 an,
including the illustrious William JenmngsChiga o
Who was “doing” the Convention for a f%r
daily, tramped the streets, their noses .keﬁ{l i
news. The situation is dramatic and it 18 hls on-
In the hotel lobbies and the environs of t (lzt cand
vention hall followers of Theodore Rooseve Four
illiam Howard Taft snarled at each Othir.d arms
short years ago these sam% disﬁ)utants b
and went to the polls like brothers. f
Since that timg economic, social and P(iht:;?cl
causes have been at work making cataclys

I ;1 OR the past two months, Canadians have been

: A . ople
changes in that section of the American PeoPc
Which calls itself Republican. A Republica, of

yesterday may to-day be a Progressive or a L9 f
servativg T{]e part};z has split and ltf{ tf?so;h;ﬁ-
Sections are typified by the careers and P
ties of their leaders, Roosevelt and Taft.
In 1908, when the Colonel closed his lL'Taft the
of office as president, he appointed Mr. influence
eir of his policies and scepter. i 1lt went
clected Mr, Taft President. Mr. Rooseieed in a
away lion hunting in Africa. He {etug that Mr.
year and began to roar because he claime t further-
Laft had become retrogressive éll‘lfi yds UL oli-
g what the Colonel calls affeCt%onately 131}’ gard
Cies.” He had allied himself with the O-Aigdrich
of Republicans and endorsed the FPayne laying
tariff, which action, critics claimed, was plt yhad
nto the hands of the “Interests” Rooseved Taft
lashed with the “big stick.” Roosevelt an Hence
disagreed; they became political enemies. el
the excitement in Chicago. Mr. RooS?(;’ent He
Into the field for a third term as Presl }fic}; pre-
Wants to upset the traditional custom Wthe White
cludes a man occupying more than tWice Ambitious
ouse, that he may depose Mr. i hich is
dutocrat, king-maker, or reformer—‘“;l knows
O0sevelt? On the other hand, eYerbe yﬁ hting
I. Taft’s position. The big P.reSl-dent 13 rsg have
Or his political existence. While its gahguse the
Made of the Republican party a dlwd? t P;alti-
€mocrats, who will soon be in session :eir man
More, have a chance of a lifetime to get t
elected President.

wo terms

ft
THE to-do between Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Ta

; of
is not, as might be expected, mainly b?gf:ght
Deasures. Tt js a duel between twoO meﬂa e oo
P in the same political faith, but as f-abrec:fuse it
< Poles in their grasp of that faith, ttle of the
fferent training and outlook. The ba i is - the
Publicans in New York and Cmcmnlal st
M€ as it is of the American people at a;gs writh
f};’apple of privilege, entrenched in the tn;he’ e
¢ American democracy awakening tol ks of
Sciousness that the evils of the feudal o i

€ 0ld world are being duplicated in the new

the d  industrial
3 es an .
barogmse of financial magnat Tcen in revolt

agaiS: The American voters have e millionaires
83inst economic conditions which made m

dj

of a few and placed the many in their power. They

have laid reforming hands on a constitution which
in 1912 has outgrown the primitive days of Hamil-
ton and Jefferson.
Something has to be done.
is going to do it?

The question is, who
Those who shout Roosevelt

Theodore Roosevelt, the Radical.

William Howard Taft, the Ccnservative.

claim that he is the man at this crisis, Roosevelt
appeals to those who want quick action. It is
claimed that he more than any other American
knows the American people, understands them, and
can secure them relief. If he should not do the
right thing, he would at least do something, is the
thought of many of his supporters. Roosevelt has
had long lease of the imagination of the American
people. They have spoken of him in the same
breath with Casar and Napoleon, though his
greatest military exploit was a charge up San Juan
Hill to oust.some Spanish musketeers. Roosevelt
is revered because he personifies those qualities of
aggressiveness, alertness, assertiveness, and re-
source, which have made the United States a first
rate power. He is typically American in his mental
make-up. His writings are inclined to be super-
ficially clever. His set speeches contain such slang
as “square deal.” The important thing to remember
about his career at the present time is its varied
character. He has been President of the United
States; head of the police board in New York: com-
mander of a cavalry troop on active service: author
of a score of books, and been a journalist and
scientific investigator. These activities have helped
him to understand the American people.

HE difference between Roosevelt, the Progres-
sive, and Taft, the Conservative, is in their
very training. Roosevelt’s life has run in many
channels; Taft, the lawyer and judge, has worked
his way up to distinction in one of the most con-
servative of professions. His one groove has been
the law since he left Yale. Compared with Roose-
velt’s, Taft’s training has been narrow. He has
not had the same opportunity to meet the people,
except as their judge, as Roosevelt has had. More-
over his training has not been the kind which is
essential to a high executive office like the Presi-
dency. An executive officer must act by instinct
and think afterwards. The judicial mind such as
Mr. Taft's weighs carefully beforehand and then
acts. The strenuous arena of politics is not the
same place as the serene chamber of the judge.
The difference in atmosphere has bothered Mr.
Taft. Mr. Roosevelt, on the other hand, has pro-
ceeded from one executive office to another in his
career. His genius is executive work. But while
it may be conceded that Mr. Roosevelt is the better
executive, there are a great many Republicans who
think big Mr. Taft safer than he and will resist
the Colonel’s attempt to usurp the Cincinnati man’s
second term.

The whole Taft-Roosevelt episode is extremely
interesting no matter how you look at it. It pre-
sents so many phases, which appeal to different
people in different ways. A great many people in
the United States watch the struggle between the
Republican stalwarts anxiously, because they are
concerned as to how the outcome will affect the
prospect of relief from corporate tyranny and
oppression. Some of the people see in the battle
great political principles at stake. Britishers, Ger-
mans, and French read the accounts of the Presi-
dential duel because it is of diplomatic importance
whether a radical like Roosevelt or a conservative
like Taft is elected President. But everybody on
this continent and the world over with red blood
in them who follow the strife of Roosevelt and Taft
do so because they scent a battle. It is “Terrible
Teddy” with the flashing eyes and panther tread,
against “Big Bill” Taft, slow, unruffled, perpetually
smiling when hit hardest. D BES



