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before, everyone muet have e. hobby, the negative tate. We even learu ta
and aucestore are not expefleive, ail be mierry over our misfortunes. Nôwý
thing~ considered." 1 ask y'ou to look at my coat. le thLee

As ehe epoke, she took fromn off the flot humor in it 1"
table the miiature of a young boy, "There are a good many holes in ite"
and lipped it into lier lap, thinking that eaid Vlumnia Webster, laughing. "And
shte had been unobeerved.. it je as damip as it eau bc. Take it

"What are you hiding from me?!" off and let me dry it."1
lie aeked. "I do not want to rob you "It je not much of a coat," said the
of your family treaeuree, and it in flot tranger, brightly. "Now you would
kind of you to mitrust me." flnot believe it-would you-but it was

"lIt neyer eutered my, heati, Thomas" a dandy once! 1 ueed to pride myseif
she eaid eagerly, "aud I only wished on being weii dreeeed; and iny shirt-
to epare you pain. If you muet sece, fronts were eomthing to behold and
look?$ wonder at! My boots were of the new-

.And ehe put the picture gently i est fashion, and the cut of my coat
hie hande, sud lbent over hum without wae abslutely faulese. Howeverthat
apeaking a word. in ail of the past."1

"We hati not msuy reaeons to be "Precieely, remarked the clockmaker,
proud of our descendant, Volumnia," hie wbo had put ou hie epectacles te ex-
eaid bitterly. "He promieed well in the amine the uew corner.
picture, diti lie not 1 But hie did not Then hie added:-
mnake s very great thiug of life. He "Have you corne a long way toniglit ?"
Wa fine notione, deriveti front "Yesv replicd the strauger, fraukly,

your aucesters, Volumnia. But it ýwas "snd I have eompletely loet rny bear-Dot a very aristocratie eudiug to die inge. Not that it Particnlarly mattere
in a drunken brawl. Here, take your where I do go, for tirnes are bad every-
picture.' Your love for that boy was where for us strolliug flddlers. P>eople
so great that you ehut me out in the like to lieten, but they do not like
eold. Alil your thouglite were for hlm." to psy!1 Weil, I eau partly sympa-

"Ah, vou were alwaye eo liard," eaid- thize: I myseif neyer eared about psy.
the. littie old lady paseionately. ing for anythiug! It ie a habit soome

l'Weil, leave that matter alone ixow," people have."
rejeiued the old clockrnaker, baugiug "By the way," esaid the littie old
on the table with hie fit.. lady, as ehe cut up the bacon sud put

Ai at once there came a low knock it ito the frying-- pan, "I lef t yonr
at the sbop-door, sud Vounnia eaid: fiddle lying on the counter; it muet h.

11I thiuk I heard a kxiock at the damp. Perliaps yP'u wRI fetch it,
shop-door." Thornas, sud I will give it a good

"Nonsense," retuned lier liuebsud. toatig-not to ecorcli it, but just to
"Your ears are too sharp." prevenit ail chances of rheurnatism.

"And I have alwaye thouglit youre That je what my father, the naval cap-
were too, dulI, Thomas," the little lady tai, usqet to do."s
replied. "Weil, se you do not tir, I "Coufouud the nsval, esptain 1
wîil go te the ehop-door." growled the lockmaker liaif to himueif,

Wheu ehe openeti it, ehe fouud a as lie roee to feteli the tlddle.
man ittiug ou the dooretep. "Djd you "My father, the naval captain,» con-
kuockT" ehe aeked, as lie rose aud tinueti the 'little old lady, "wae fond
stood before lier. of mueic, and lie played s little on the

"Yee, lie anewered; "I took that liber- fiddle youder, that dirty old thiug
ty. Yours wae the ouly light I saw hangiug.against tle wall. 1 jhall show
Iu the village. 1 have beeu walking jt to you later on."
rnsny miles, sud it je sucli s fearful "I ehould ljke to play ou lt s aid
night. I resteti ou your doorstep, aud the straugery
I could not resiet the temptation of "ànd segouse eanewered
knocking."1 kiudly. "Thanuk* ý'T1horas; give the

She heckoned hlm luto the sliop. stranger'e liddle to me."
"You are arencheti with rain," ehe She teok it front hie bag, snd warm-

aid kiudly. "Corne into the kitchen, ed it at a discreet istance f rom the
sud you shall warm youreelf, and b. ire; ehe turned it over, sud examnmg
made welcome. it, sriliug haif mourufully, as thongli

As lie leaued againet the counter, the sasti emories were forcing themeelves
rain trickled down hie face, snd down n lier mind.
hie toru coat, and from off hie fair U It in quite a common instrument,"
mauetaclie. He was probably a strolling eaid the strauger, who hati beeu 'watch-,
play'er, for lie carricd under hie arm iug lier with interet; "but. I nsed te
a fiddle sud a bow wrapped in s green have a beautiful one in the daye when
bag, sud this wae the oly part of I. wae prosperous. That wasea lohg
him that wae not drenched wth rain. time ago uow. I did not then- think
Hie was taîl, sud of eiglt build; a man that I should become a strofing player,
of forty years, perliape. Hie face was msking mueic for children snd, maidens
that of a sufferer; but there wvae sone to dance to snd men te -ta..-1
kiud of liuor about hie mouth, sud a had ambitions then."
certain style about hie whole bearing "And have yen no ambition now ?" ask-
of which poverty had not been able toecd Volumnuia Webster, takiug down the
rob hlm. toaetiug fork from the riglit baud ide

The little old lady eycd hum curioue- of.the ire place.
ly,ý thougli kiudly. 'Yee,' lie laughed, )umping up from

"You are i a sorry pliglit, stranger," the settie, "uzy ambition ie te help you
elie said as ehe took hie fidile sud toast those suices of bread. I arn a
laid it geutly ou the counter. "Ah, do fanions toaster."
]lot be afraid! thie je uot the firt- She put thme fork into hie liaud, re-
time I have hsndled a fiddlc. I arn igniug te him withont liestation the
vcry glad that you called licre for office of toaster. There wae sornethiujg
shelter. One would not wish te turn cheery about hie manuer which commuta-
auyone away "ou sucli a niglit as thie." cated itself evea to the lockmaker sud

"I looked lu at your wiudow" lie hie wife, and found. reepouse in them.
aid lialf-dreamily. "I saw- yon bond- It was impossible not to feel drawu

Iug over something, sud juet for the towards him, for lie lied that hi hlm
moment I almost feit as if I were coin- which claimed sud secnred a sympa-
Ing te sorneone I knew.s That made thetie welcome. The little old lady
It easy for me te kuock." saw that it gave hlm pîcasure to help

bhe led the way to the kitchen, sud, lier, ehe aeked hlm to place the chaire
turning to hier hnebsud, ehe said: to the supper table, sud feteli the dieli

"Thomas, licre je a strauger who frorn off the dresser.
seeke our lioepitality." 'You cannot think what a corfort

"You are welcome," esaid the dlock- it in tq be in thie cheerfnl kitchen,"
maker, who camne towards the tranger. lie said, as lie hld ont the dish for
"You arc welcome, whoever you are. the little old lady to put the bacon
But what the devil are you doiug ont into. "OuIy those who have been out
Ou en scl a niglit as thie 1" into the darknees of the niglit eau

"Some people have uot any home," appreciate the warxth sud glow ofareplieti the fiddler, emiling. "I happen red fire, sud the kinduese of those who
to be one of those uulucky individuals." welcome wauderers to that rcd fire. It

The clockmaker lauglied. is ever se long since I have beeu luto
"Reet in the settle youdcr sud warm a home. I had almost forgotten what

yourslf," lie eaid, "sud my wife wiIl a fireside lokcd ike; and it ie quite
prepare our enpper. For my part, I a Iuxury to be treated as one stiil
arn huugry, aud, you will excuse me having sere hold ou humanity. That
bcing personal, but yon look starving(."y alose le almoet as good as the supper

Tehat'e just what I ame, replied the which von are preparing. I do not
lddler, iuking back into the seulIe. say that it precisely drives away hun-
"But, upon rny word, we homeless, sup- ger, but it does drive away the blnes."
pe e~s reatures become accustorned ta Iu a few minutes the three wereset
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