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‘ProvinciAL Pexrrentiary CommissioN Roo,
S Kingston, 17th November, 1848, ..
¢ Sir,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date,
“and to inform you that, in reference to certain circumstances connected with
¢ yourself, which have incidentaily come before the Commission in the course of

¢ the Penitentiary Enquiry, the Commissioners have the subject of your letter under
¢ their consideration. et ,

«] have the honor to be, Sir,
“Your obedient servant, ‘
‘ “ ADAM FERGUSSON;

"¢ Chairman.
¢ To Jares Hopkirk, Esq.,

“ &e., &c., &e.”?
?

ProvinciaL Penrrenrisry Commission Roow,
Kingston, 23rd November, 1848.

% Sr,—The Commissioners will be ready to-morrow morning at eleven
“ o’clock, to hear from you any explanations you may think..proper to offer
« respecting the evidence taken before them, which may reflect upon you, with
“ the understanding, however, that the Commissioners. have come to no determi-
“nation upon the expediency or inexpediency of hearing any witnesses at this
“ time, ‘ . : . . .

’ “J am, Sir, .
“ Your obedient servant,

« ADAM FERGUSSON,
‘ ’ ‘ ‘ “ Chairman.
. ¢ To James Hopkirk, Esq., ”
Y - “&e., &e, &e

Ques. 675. Please refer again to'the Commissioners’ Letter Book, arid state
‘whether there is not there recorded: a letter from Mr. Fergusson, the- Chairman,
dated 26th November, 1848, in'answer to Mr. Hopkirk’s of the 24th, complaining
of the non-attendance of the Commissioners' on the day -and hour appointed,
which is in “the following - terms: “In the confusion of yesterdey, the Commis-
“-sioners neglected: to reply to ‘your communication of the 24th instant; I have
“now to inform you that the Commissioners-propose to postpone the explanations
““which you desire to make to them, until the return of their colleagues, which
“.they have reason’to presume-will be‘in‘a few days.”---Ans. 'I have referred, there
is:guch a letter, it is ‘marked in' the margin- as having been ¢ cancelled, Mr.
“¢, Amiot not consenting, and Mr. Fergusson withdrawing his approval of the terms-
“<of the letter;” from which memoranduin:I presume it -was notesent. =~

- vQues.:676, Were not the promises contained in‘the ‘Commissioners’ letters-of
‘the 6ih -November, 17th November, 23rd” November, and 26th. November, made
by your brother Commissioners in the absence of ‘Mr. Brown and ‘yourself, afid
‘were not Mr. Brown'and ‘you :* the colleagues ”*‘until whose return they proposed
‘to , postpone:the -explanations which “Mr. Hopkirk.:desired ‘to ‘thake ?---Ans. Mr.
Brown:and myself -were absent:on a visit ‘to'the United +States at the time these
dettersowere written, - a0 o s T o R T B e
- Ques, - 677. Is there mot also recorded in ‘the-Commissioners” Letter Book; a
Jletter: from ‘the “Chairman to “Mr. Hopkirk; urder date 27th: November, 1848,
stating that “ they’(the’ Commissioners) will‘acquaint you (Mr, ‘Hopkifk) when



