
7 LIVES OF ÎHE UIXýE..

Mr. Harrison first entered Parliament in 1867, when lie
M deféaiýà Mr. john Macdonald, now a member of the

Dominýon enate, wha contested one of, the divisions
of Toronto with- him. His strong Cý>nservative opinions

gained h»im the. support of the Conservative party in
his candidature for Parliament.. , He continued to répre-
sent the constituency till 1872. He was. not a'ltoleçthe'r

success in Parliament. Parliament ry life was.'ný
to his taste. 1 as it did, a great departùre

frôm, his professional pursuits,' the occupation became.
irksome tà him. At- the -general èlection Of 1872, he

declined to contest the. scat, and frankly told his* con-
stituents, in,. an address -which he published, that 4e was

glad to be relievéd of duties thât etitaifed not onty a loss
of time, but of money, w-ithout adding to, his presti* -S

he viewed political life. While in Parliament, he W'as for
twç) Sessions Chairman of the Miscellaneous a'nd Private.

Bills'' Comrnittep. - As. a nitember of the House, he was
connected with some important measures. Amendment

of. the lawsas. tô sta'mping promi*Uory..iiotes and bills of
exchange, and Bills relating to. the* Criminal law, received
his attention. - After his retirement from Parliame't, he

resumed; his- active ractice at the Bar when his business
grew to large dimensions.

On the 8th of, Qctober, 1875, Mr. Harrison was, quite
unexpectedly to'himself, appointed Chief justice of the.

Queen's Bench, under the title of Chief justice of Ontario,
succeéding Chief justice Richards, who was promoted to

the Supreme Court.
On the Bench the Chief justice continued the same
unremittiqg, labor he had performed at the Bar. The

profession appreciated the energy- he displayed in his
duties There were arrean. to be cleared offwhich he
soon caused to- disappear. Accustomed to hard work, and

h a good constitution he had no difficulty in fuifilling
the expectations that had been fdrme-d' of hiin . that, his

14
untirincr industry as Chief of the Court would en'a'- le -him

keep up with the. business of the country. He was


