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Privy Council of Canada as far back as June 1878) is simply an offer to do what the
Dominion was bound to have done in July 1878, andwhat they might have doue at
any time since, and which they admit in this letter,was quite practicable in May
last. Tho offer, your Lordship will noticetis a very limited-oné. No definite pro-
vision is made for the extension of tho main lino beyond &anaimo (about 60 miles
from Esquimalt); nor, indeed, is any definite périod fixed for the completion of
even this short portion of the railway, which would take neither much time nor,
money to construct. The promise to complete it "in the shortest practicable
time,"-a promise in offect attached to all the offers in the lettoer,-i-one which,
slightly qualified, is implied in the present and in every other agreement of a
sinilar character, in which no stipulation is inserted for the performane of work<
within a given time. The phrase is much too elastie in its meaning to jadmit of
any definte interpretation. It may, for the present, therefore, be fairly omitted
from special consideration, except as some evidence.of a generalantetion on' the
part of the Dominion Government. I'must assume, what the languagcoiveys,
that the words "that portion of railway," mean the E sqimalt "nd Nanaimo portion
or part of the main railway, which is the only railway referred to in the lètter.
This would tend to show that the position of the terminus 'i not questioned. No
other allusion to the terminus is made in the letter.

No. 2. The Dominion will prosecute and complote the surveys, d thon
determine "the location of the lino upôn the mainland."

This promise is reasonable on he face of it, but it is vpry vague. In ay-laat
the Governent of the Dominion iifòrmed the Provincial, Governmïent that "there
was no reason to believe that it would- b possible- to comploto the surveys before
the close of the ear" 1874. The reasônable inference deducible from this stte
ment is, obviousy, that thesurveys would be finished at the end of 1874. If a
longer period had been deemed necessary for the purpoie, the fact would have been
stated. Considering the intimstion thus given, and looking to the long riterval of
time Siat has elapsed without any docision as to the, route having been arrived at,
it migl Ihave been expected that -the letter would have positive gharanteed the
completion, in 1874, of these and all other indispensable surveys within the Province
ut least, andhave further placed beyond conjecture the commencement of construc-
tion works early in 181& . I have been informed by a railway engineer herq that,
as a matter of practice, the exploratory surveys settle the general bearing or cours
of a lino of railway, and that the subsequent locikion suirveys may be proceede
with at s«veral points along such lino simultaneonely, and the work of coüstructio
be commenced at those points without waiting for the actual location of the whol
lino. Such being the case, there is no valid reason, in view of all the faots above
stated, why this practice skould not be followed with respect to the Pâcific Railway.
The general course of the railway, within thé Province at least, should be 'deter;
mined this year, and location surveys, immediately followed by atnal constructiori,
should be commenced early in 1875 at various points on the mainland and bn the
island. This is what British Columbia, above all things, desires, and any definite
arrangement which will secure her wants 'in this respect, will give the Province
much satisfaction.

No. 8. The Dominion will "-open up a road and build a telegMph line
along the whole length of the railway in the Province,'and carry the
telegraph wire across the Continent."

The perfoÎmance of thie offer, both as to the road and the telgraph line, would
depend, in point of time, upon the performance of the preceding offer (No 2), as
the above works would, according to the letter, only be comnienced after the com-
pletioA of thé surveys ànd the location (within the 'Province) of the whole line


