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THAT a strong movement for civic and rural
improvement lias set in on this continent is
plainly evident to ail who travel, or even to
those who depend on the newspapers for

their information. Just what it may result in, it is
impossible to say at preseut; but it is saf e to predict
that this movement is going to, have a marked effect
on the general appearauce ^and character of our
country.

The civic improvement movement bas been the
outcome cf a growing appreciation of art and a
desire for real beauty, which naturally bas resulted
from the prosperityý cf the tîmes and the tendency
to travel. Its enigin may, no doubt, be traced to
Euarope, where many of the towns and cities have
become centres of attraction for American tourists.
Those who have visited Europe always speak with
delî.ght cf the architectural and landscape beauties
cf Paris, Brussels, Vieiina, and Edinburgli.

ITS BEGINNINO IN AMERICA.
Just when andý where the civic improvement

movement first made its appearance here 'cannet be
definitely stated, but like many other movements,
its effects were first seen in the country to the south
of us. The little town of Stockbridge, Mass., dlaims
the boueur, cf having, nearly fifty years ago, the
flrst organisation baving for its object the preserva-
tion cf natural beauties and the general improve-
ment cf th.e town surroundings.

Durriug later years many such organisations have

undertaken to make Ottawa "the Washington of the
North." Whether or flot the Provincial Govern-
ment will assume this responsibility, it certainly de-
serves credit for the aid already given to such work
in those sections of the province where the people
have shown by their efforts that they are sufficiently
alive to, its importance.e

There are now in Ontario about seventy organ-
isations known as local Horticultural Societies,
which are to ail intents and purposes civic improve-
ment societies. These societies receive an annual
grant from the Provincial Goverument based upon
their membership and the amount they expend on
horticultural 'and improvement work. The total
amount of Goverument aid to these societies last
year was $8,ooo. The societies at Ottawa,, St.
Catharines, and Hamilton ranked in the' order
na.med as the strongest, and consequeutly drew the
largest sliare of the Government grant. It is, by no
means, however, in the largest places that the most
progress is made, for many of the smaller 'townis
aud even vinlages have Horticultural Societies that
are doing splendid work'in educating public taste in
the beautifyinig of home surrounidings and civie
conditions.

Nearly ail of these local organisations are affil-iated with a central organisation known as~ the On-
tario Horticultural Association which meets annual-
-ly iin November in Toronto and is attended by dele-
gates from the, local 'societies al over the province .
The annual report of this convention is published
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4. In some places where systemnatic tree plan
ing has been done along the boulevards there ai
now fine avenues of street trees. But just herc
where so many towns have been spoiled because di
street planting bas been left to the individual pr(
perty owners, no two of whom have the saime id(
of what kind of trees sbould be planted, or whel
th-ey should be placed on the boulevard. This h,
rendered it impossible to make a uniform, contil
uous row of trees, because of the great varier
selected and the haphazard me*thod of their arrang,
ment.

Thle street planting and care of trees in eve,
village, town and city should be under the-maniagi
ment of a park board or commission, which ca
adopt a definite plan for the regular planting i:
certain kinds of trees on certain streets and see th;
th-ey are properly cared for.

S15. In a number cf, our cities'and most progreý
sive towns, park boards or commissions have bee
appointed, as provided for:by the Ontario Par1i
Act. This means that mucli greater progress wl
be made in suc-h places, and other places will wal
up to the necessity of similar action.

6. Within the last few yeairs many of our O
tarjo towns and villages, to say nothing of the larg(
cities, have seen the advisability of making park i
servations, and havepurchased. lands for *park Pu:
poses. In some cases, the development of these W~
been undertaken by the town counicil and in othel
by a park board;'-. but experience bas proved t112
greater continuity of action may be expected froi
a boardor commission which is more or less pel
manent.

Evidences of progress in the establishment c
parks may be seen in sucli places as Ottawa, Broc1
ville, Havelock, Toronto, Brampton, Hamiltol
Gait, Guelph, Berlin, Waterlbo, Woodstock, Stra,
ford, Barrie, Orillia, London, Leamington, and i
doubt many other places which. I cannot nio'
mention.

Fýor a town of its size, I know of no place maki',
greater progress in the establishment' of beautift
.parks than the town of Gaît. it bas now three go
sized parks and seven or eight smnall plots a
squares about ýthe town which help to miake Galt
"tcwn beautiful."

110W TO MAKE THE WORK MO4RE
EFFECTIVE.

Thle civic improvement m'ovement offers
ample field for the best effortsof .all public spirt
citiziens, and the wvork to be accomplished is r
varied that aIl with talents, few or many, mnay 1,1
a share in it. In this, as in miany other liues
.work, co-operation is the keynote -te success.

.The fol'lowing might be mentioned as a few
the means of making suich efforts most effect.ve:

i. By conducting an educational campaigli
awakening public interest to, an appreciation of t
value of neatness, order and beautiful surroud19
To this end it is welI te make good use of the I-
press.

2. By enlisting the support of the rising gere
ation by flower competitions, and aiso by min
sciool as weIl as home surroundings as beautifu
possible.. Young people brought up amid beauif
surroundings mnay be couinted on in later years
work for rural and civic improvement whcrev
they may he placed.

3.Bgy seeking the co-operation of otherinle
tial local organisations, such as the town conc
board of trade, or school board, which may be
ing to assist in making local imaprovemnents. Ini'
there is strength.

4. By working for the appointmnent of por
sive local park boards or commissions, and igr


