
A TRIP IN SANTA CLAUS'S SLEIGH.

ROSTILY clear and cold, thre Christmas stars twinklad
overbead. Jayfully pealed Vhe Christmas chixues trora
mauy a steeple, wbiie Ilpesce, geod will te mnu"
bsarned tro reacb face et the hurrying, hustling
crowd, which threngad the busy streete lu tha gicain

et the brilliaut electrie iights.
The Quentin faînily, like te reet ot Newv York, ivere ail eut

on a shopping expaditien, maki ng their last purchuas for ths
great heliduy, ail except Kari wbe, a few days bEfore, had
eiipped on the ie aud sprained hie unkia, se hae mue ohliged
te speud is Christas ove at borna, sang and wurai by the
bright ceai fire, with a ncw and antertaining hook of trayais
for campany.

Kari was fond cf raading about other lande, but gradually
aveu this interastiug amploymcut failad sud hae found himelf
"nid, nid, nuddiug" over the pages, whilc ha thought
drarily: "IHew jelly it wculd be ta taIre a
peep at ail these countrias ta-night and ses
how ths differant nations sra kecping thair
Christmas."

The idea, had scarceiy fiasbed through his
brain whau lie heard a strange voies calling,

"Kami I Kamt quantin 1"I and etamted up wids
awake lu an instant, white, a momeant later,
te hie intense surprise, a curions litt1e man ~
wmappad lu fume suddeuly appeamad on Vhe
hearth,.and, doffiug lie cap poli Vely, said, I
ama Sauta Claus, St. Nicholus, Krie Kriugle or
whatevar you please ta cati mc, aud amn at
your service, sir."l

"lVemy lafi te sea yeu, 1 arn sure," stani.
mered RarI, sornewhat dazad.

"«Thauir yen; I overbeard your tngb ta
juet aow, aud, as 1 like to piease good boys at
Ibis seaen, 1 bave corne te invite yen te vieit
with me serne ot the Christian lande whare I
arn weicemne ou Christmas Eve. You muet
make up your mind quickly, however, for 1
have ft te traval to-night, aud my sleigb le
walting on the root aboya. IVil yen gu?"

"01 cour8e I will," criad Kari, ovarjoyed
ut the ides, and torgetting ail about his subie,
hae jumpad up aud had on lis overceat sud [(fP

sealekin cap lu a Vwiukliig, when, %ith a ý ' 1
"Presteo! Change!t" Sauta Claus transported 'j I
hlm te the roof aud Vuckad hlm up wail iu bis "l
sang little sledge. Five minutes laVer tbcy JI
were fiying over honte tops, bahiud Vhe jolsiest
tesa the bey haid evar dramcd ot, fer ssch O
stscd uvas a wingad meindeer, as fleat aud
agile as a creature weil couid hae.

"il le bitter cold croeeiug the Atlantic,"
remsrked Sauta Clans, sm a faerce ses bast
etruek themn, "lbut me muet look firsl a! 1er
our litle'Engliie cousine, who, b>' the way,
cuIt nie Father Christmas izusîaad et Sauta
Claus, as you Ainaricano de; but yen, 1 sup-
pose, ge the umri treim the god Dutoh
Knickerbockers. Fine old feibows the>' m're,
toc! But tIre are the lights et London lu
tIre distance niom."

Eagerly Kart ieausd tomwamd and gazed
dows upon ths streets that ware aveu mers
crowded tItan those of New York. lu ever>'
sIropi sIoe the glose>' green louves sud scarlet barries of the
Euglishbhoîl>', aud groupe ot schoolboye bomne for Vhe belt-
days, threugsed the pavement, hait wild with deligît; hIle
as Vhs>' sped eut inte te country, swaet camais greeted their
ars, Bung Wi' parties or cheristors, going trami bouse tohoalse,

while Tom, Emii>' and Gladys tau te the windows, cryîng,
"The watts 1 The wait8 1 " when suddeuly

"Ail was hushed,
Save feetfalle on the encw."

Whilet SauVa Claus was engaged witIr hie genamous taek ot
stooking filling, Kami caught glimpses cf happy parties of
youug aud old kiaslg benealh the mistiatoe, playing at
"lBlind Man's Buif," "lMHut the Siipper," sud "Ilagie Music,"
or gathered about tIe IlFlaming Bowi cf Suap Dragon," thre
bina llght iaaking tresh mos>' faces look green sud ghastl>' as
Vhs>' ouatehad aI te bunng fige sud raisins.

Il did net taIre long, howevar, te turnieh the litIle Johuuy
Bulle with enugh swea ies te maIre lIera slck for a woek, aud
then away they fiew acrose Vhe channel te tIre pleasaut land
of France.

",I generally give Paris a wlde herth," eaid Sauta Claus,
"for thre gay' Parielatis came more for their New Yaar gifla than

for Christms praseute. Burguudy le a> myenghcld lu Ibis
oounury,' sud thiy woe soon amont tIre thodest cottages of
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ÉbIt province, and, theiselveo invisible, peemed tîrough Vhs
tiuy window panes, sud waîched ths littho, eriiom, biack.eyed
Maries sud Victore as they kuelt befoe Vhe great Souche or
Yule log, wbicl blay4Ld merril>' lu Élie mide chimua>s aud set
forth thoir rude woedeu ebees on VIe Iteamîl, whiio the me-
there patted escî durk- bad, sayiug, "lBe goed, mnes enfants,
sud Ne wili ring down sngar plume lu the nl.gît."

"lAnd yeî me wiil giva Vhera pleut>', mill wa net?" said Ka'l,
us hae beiped tihe sgaod Suint nle tle linge bonbon bug, which
filled up ail the back af VIe sieigb.

Away, then, f roui VIe lîttla French brunettes ta tIre faim.
baired blondes of tIre Fallerland, sud mhat a happy, merry
set tle>' seera, troun rosy-cîeeked Natrina, mIe elili le net toc
aId to suie>' the grandmothem's fairy tales o! Pelimautei,
Ruhezahl, Sauta Claus, sud Frau Ilile, which mirke

"The chîldren's cyes grew round sud bright,.
White tlay Mlont aioud with aI their uigbt,
Hurrah! 'Tis Chrislînue Eva te-uigIt,"

dowu te Baby Max, mrapped up like a little mbits mammy>, in
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ble long, uarrow pllew, ied witb bauds et eiry bIne rlbbcu.
Tbe fun grams leuder as Vthe time drame usar for the mevealiug
et the Christmas tres mhieou out gaulai suint helpe the parents
prepara, curefuil>' censulting esch Wuisc& Zettel, or list o!
desimed praseute, writteu ont by VIre yonng ftolie themeelves.
The would.Is soidiar, Gustav, muet bave a miniature castîs
witî moat and drawhridgee, sud regiments ef waoden soldiers
dmawn amp lu i-artial arma>'; Iltida, thse littie houso.wîfe, a in
kitces sud au old doit that bas beau mnade over as geed a
naw, by tisa doit doctor, misilo six-yeam.oid Frit2, mIe soit
mentI leaves the kmndergarten for the echeol, shall ha treated
te a liait satchel Ireamlug hie initiaie in brigît, brase letters,
sud coutaiuing asilate sud peucil, cepy-bock and spenga-bex.

Il om ioveiy it le," nxnmmumed KarI, as ha gazed at the
kiddi> German bouse-mether aranglug *plates et cakes for
sach member of VIe famil>', but Sauta Clans mbisered,
"lHlush 1 the Christ-Kiindchen passes b>' 1" suad glaucing up,
the lad caugît a vision ot a chilldish teom, wlth white robes
aud a faim litl fiaxea head that fiitted hy the windows, swing-
lug a sweet toned, silver hall.

IlWhat ceunIr>' le bis ?"I aked Rami as, a! Ver a short drive,
the>' stepped snddenly lu a qualut eppearing village, sud hoe
touud bîmeeît surmounded by fauttcaly dressed girls ud,
boys, the former with embroldered bodIos, red skirt And
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buckled shes, and the latter. lu baggy trousers, jackets
trimnaed with coins, and smail.feit bats, ail of whom sang
Ioudily:

"Lonk! the morn shines tbrculgh the trous
Chiidrcn ceasa your nly play,

The loyons moment has arrivcd,
Sýt.Nicholati'e happy, happy day,

With beating hearts we walt te ese,
Who gets the cake, and whose the rod wiII ha."

"This le Belgium, and yeu parceive 1 amn expected,"l repiied
the Saint, pointing te a number of weil polished shoes, whîch
had been set out filled with hay and oatq for the refresbrnant
of the reindeers, and whicb they seemed tboroughly toe njoy,
white thair master rcplaced tha contents with sjweetmeate for
the gond and rode for the bad. IlQueer youngoters are Élises
tee,"l continued Sauta Claus, "lfor thay lika te receive their
citte in cdd dieguises, se 1 have hidden themain thiescabbnges,
turDipa and potatoas and even in bundlas of hay."1 Briskly ho
then set to work, sometimes handiug thase vegetables in for
the ciîildran himef, somnetimeo hsnging switchas over dolors,

aud again oatting on soine dcersep a lUnny
littie figure, with bulgad.out pocketo fIhed te
overfiowing with cakes and geodies. Asound-
ing rap proclaimed that Sb. Iqichelas was
without, but as the childran da8bed t. the
windows hae dissppeared in a showar et bon.
bons.

"M a, ha! That was a first-rato ecramble,"
laughad the Christmnas Fairy, as ho meuuted
into is sleigh once more and gathered up
the reins. IlThe yng folks of Helland had
iaost cf their preseuts ou St. Nicholas's Day,
se we iill now skip ovar te Austria sud Hun-
gary, above ail te the out-ot-the.way province
cf Croatia, where they have semae of the
tacet unusuai Christas custerne 1 know cf."

"Ail ight" respeuded Kart, and hae was
9 deapiy iutarceted, as, wrapped la a corner of

*Sauta Claus's mantîs et invisibility, his
w uatched a Croatian fainily at a peculiar
boeeceremony. With merry sheuts the beys

~ \~~\~\ dracygad ln a huge log, spriukled it with wiuo
\*~ sud thrust it jute the grant steve, white

thair sisters spread the table and set forth
~/ ~\ two louves ot fine white lrmait, biguifylng the

Old aud Naw Testamentet, dîshas et fruit aud
~' \~~\ hoey and tankards cf wine, white lu the

center ware placed three home caudlas aud a.
oup filled with wheat, barley, anud ost@. Sud.
deniy, a cbnrch beit near by rang forth a

'I. * rerry peal, and at the signai the whole
family, baaded by the grandparents, came

~'~ tmeeping luto the dwelliuv-meorn. Raverently
the fathier lightad eue taper -and takiug it
lu hie baud, snid, "lChrist is hemn," w hile the
ethere echeed lu chorus, "le bora, really
hein 1 " In turn, eacb child book the candis
aud, standing on a bench by the stove, re-

S paated three limes, " Pmaised hae the Lord 1
Christ is batu 1"1 te wbîcb ail the test mes-
poudad, "lPraise the naine cf the Lord for-
ever, and may He grant tlie life and health; "
afiter whicha caramouy the supper was satan
wlth great zest and rejoicing.

"But Meiriheer, are yen net gaing te leave
themn any gifts?" skad Kamirt bis friand.

IlIt le net mach the fashîcu haroe," replied
Sauta Clans, "lthough 1 have tucked a few

driafi penrs, apple8 and nts awsy inasly corners, white you
have beau aboorbed lu watching tbem. They are resliy a
goed people baro but supergtipious, and ta-mrnrew, Christmas
DaY, the second taper wll ha ligbted. The fatlier, saylng a
short prayer, will dîp it into the oup ef grain and wbichever
kind sticks te the candis ho helieves will yleld the hat crcp
next year. The third taper will ha burned ou New Year's
day.pt

It essais cdd that I oau uinderstand aIl the languages," me-
marked Hari, "but 1t; le very conveniet;"1 at which St.
Niebolas srniled a knowlugr stale but said ncthing.

A fiying trip wae uext made inte Italy, where Kari saw the
good People et Naples fenatiug on the Capitons, a large variety
of sl wbih le the chie! dieb at the Chrietas rye aupper.
Kari aise eaw the dally deoratadpjresepio or manger whlch le
erected in every church as Well as iu every weil-to.do bouse,
and about whlch -are ciuetered groupe of wax figures mapr6-
senting the Hfoly Family, and liutened with dellght to thewild,
weird straius played by thre Zaispagsarf, or mountala sIrop.
harde, who ab tins tiras coe down te perinbulate the .rlty
stree te lu picturesque attire, aud perforra upou tbslrbagplpes.
Tlrere Sauta Claus tsfit hushoes of bard heney candy, caflsd
Toronc, aud a dloous ruse o! plume, citron, Almeudg, sugar
plue-see de mnd pistachie nuts kuown s aeng!aio, forthe ilb
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