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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

“There is a lull m the Fenian excitement in
“Treland, though we read constantly of arrests of
tadividuals on suspicion, and of occasional setzures
-~of arms or pike bandles by tbe Police. ‘There
vaay be disaffection as strong as ever, as general
‘®8 ever, bul recent events seem to have coo-
vinced the most disaflected, that without reve-
aues, without arms, witbout leaders, without mi-
tiary or political organisation, it would be madness
on therr part to appeal to arms against the giant
force of Great Britam. The reporfs of Ste-
rgben’s flight are now generally credited; and
~what seems to confirm them 15 that Mrs. Ste-

.. phens has taken her passage per steamer, for the
“Uhnited States. :

" The pew Oaths Bill, for members of Parla-
- meat, kas gone tarough another stage ; thoughin
- Commitiee a very hard aod closely contested
~battle was fought, on an amendizent proposed by
Mz, D'Israeli—to the effect thai there should
‘e added to the-oath the following words :—

¢ And I do further solemnly declare that Hor Ma-
Jesty iz under God, the only eupreme Governor of
this reaim, and that no foreign Prioce, prelate, Stats,
or potentats hath aay jurisdiction or authority in
any of the Courts within the same.”

After a loog debate this amendment, warch

-either enunciates a truism which no one disputes, |

or else was designed to assert the Supremacy of

* the crown in matters spiritual and ecclesiastical,

- which po Catholic can admit, was negattved—

bat by a small majority, the numbers being 236,
.te 222, This determines the fate of the wmea-
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- gure in so far as the House of Commons is con-

ceraed ; but it is yet doubtful whether it will be
«equally lucky 10 the House of Lords.

“There bave been also lively debates on the new
‘Minusterial Reform Bdl, for lowering and extend-
ing the tranchise, and thereby raising the price of
beer at-election times, by increasing the pumbers
-of * free and mdependent” whom it will be neces-
-sary to treat. It is the general opimon that the
gmeasure will conlent no ooe, and that the
.Muaistry will be defeated. In the Continental
~aews there is nothing worthy of particular notice.
" Xa this country the Fenian excitement is on
the decrease ; and acting, we suppose, upon infor-
mation that 1t bas received, the Goverament 1s
-calling in the Volunteers—leaving however a
.sufficient force in case of dissgreeable accidents:
A npew source of trouble is hkely to grow out of
-the Fisbery Question. Accordng to the custom
-of all nations, and one on which the Government
.of the U. States itself tenaciously insists, insiiore
-Gisheries—that is to say the right of fishing within
_a distance ot three miles from the shore—belong
-éxclusively to citizens and subjects of the Gov-
ecnment exercising territorial jurisdiction. Thus

the night of fishing within the aforesaid distance
from the shores of any of the British N, Ameri.
«can Provinces helangs, exclusively, to Dritish
subjécts,‘except in so far as that right may be
.conceded to aliens as a favor and by special
- aéfeement. . Now the Reciprocity Treaty, under
.whieh' the right to fish in Brntish waters was
. conceded to citizens of the U, States having ter.
miated; the right of the latter has lapsed also,
Aut it is extremely probable that their fishermen
4ill conlipue to encroach upon waters where for
~the last ten years they have been doing a profitable
- Business ; and if so the British Government will be
~$ound to eaforce the exclusive nghts of ils own
-subjects. This may lead to complications, or in
. other words hostile collisions betwixt interlopers
aiid British crusers ; and we see it stated in the
U. States journals, that a° Yankee naval force is
about to be sent to sea, to.look after and protect
the interests of U. States fishermen. -~ =
e City ‘of “Paris and the Trpoliy with
-mews from Europe to.the 21 ult., have arnyved:at
Mew York. -T'he repart of the fiighat of Stepiiens

e, Tone: Witness,

from Ireland 18 éonﬁr:n'_é,d,',,éilsifis telegram an-
nouncing his arrival in-that:city.. The position
ot the British, Ministry oo ‘the Reform questien
is critical. Lord Grosvenor has given notice of
bis intention.to introduce an amendment, when
the secoud reading comes up, declaring 1t to.be
wexpedient to discuss the -Ministerral Bill, uatil
the House be in possession of all the -details of
the scheme contemplated by the Goveroment.

The dispute betwixt Prussia and Austria ss still
the cause of much anxiely i the political world ;
both countries are increasing their armaments,
and a war betwixt the two Powers is very im-
mioent. .

The proceedings of the Committee to examine
into, and report upon, late events in Jamaica
bave not yet fimshed their task; but a good
deal of evilence bas been publisbed, and many
important facts have been elicited, and are now
before the country. It may now be taken as
certain that the horrid massacre with which the
outbreak commenced, would, but for the prompt
and vigorous action of Gov. Eyre, have been
followed by a general 1surrection of the negro
population throughout the 1sland, and tbe murder
of all male whites. 1t seems equally certamn
that, in the suppression of the wsarrection, many
flegal acts were commtted by subordinates : and
though little or no reliance can be placed upon
negro testunony, though many things swora by
the niggers are uadoubtedly false, still there 1s
but too good reason to beheve that many crue]
acts were perpetrated against the black popula-

tion, even after all daoger of an insurrection was
over. Ramsay, the Provost Marshall, who is
pamed as the chief agent in these cruel acts, has
been arraignea on a charge of murder, and if one
balf of what 15 alleged against him he true, he
richly deserves the gallows. It may not how-
ever be true after all, and 1t would not be fair to

assume bis guilt,

———— et

I'ie Reverend Mr. Ryerson, as many ol our
Upper Canadians readers are aware, has been
« stumping™ the Province as our Yankee neigh-
bors style it; bolding Conventioas, and warinly
advocating the adoption of certain reforms in the
Schoo! system, to make it more thoroughly des-
polic over the consciences of the Catholic mino-
niy. .

Ot the reforms which be thus advocates the
most mmportant is that of compulsory attendance
st schoot during a certan preseribed portion of
the year ac least. This attendance the Rev.
Mir. Ryerson proposes, as we have before pointed
out, to enforce by means of pains and penalties
upoa refractery parents, in the shape of fies,
imprsonment, and penal servitude ; so some
years ago Acts of Parliament attempted to en-
force attendanre upon the services of the new
religion which Heory VIIL bad set up. In prin-
eiple the legislation of the Tulors and that pro-
pozed by the Rev. Mr, Ryerson are identical, so
little 15 the progress that we have really made in
einil and religlous hiberty since the sixteenth cen-
tury : or perhups better would it be to say—so
little difference is there at any time betwixt
monarchical,and democratic despotism.

The palmary argument by which the Rev. Mr.
Ryerson defends hus propesition is the silly com-
monplace, that— (e quote from a report of 2
speech by him made whilst advecaling bis views
in Otlawa at the School Convention beld in that
City on the 3rd ult., aod published in the Ottawa
Daily News of the 5th)—*ignorance is the

wother of vice” :—

¢ Many children are now being brought up in the
gchool of vice, acd are graduating ns thieves. The
rocords of our gaols and penitentiaries show that it
is from the ranks of the uneducated that our criminal
claes is chiefly recruited; and it is universally
admitted that ignorance is the mother of vite.”

The Reverend Mr. Ryerson must pardon us if
we differ from lim. It is not * universally ad-
mitted that sgnerance”—{meaning thereby secu-
lar ignorance, with which alone his schools can
combat ; tgnorance of the alphabet, the muliiph-
cation table, grammar and arithmetic)—*is the
mother of vice,” or has any conmneclion, imme-
diate or remote, with its contrary, that is to say
virtue or merality. It is a proposilion, iudeed’
often Jaid down by shallow sciolists, hy quaeks,
charlatans, and imperticent pretenders to a pro-

found and mtimale acquaintance with the social:

problems of the day ; but it 1s scouted by every
one who has any real information on the subject
and above all 1t is odious to the Christian whe
taking the Word of God Himself as lis guide,
holds to the doctrine that, not from an unculti-
vated intellect, not from an ill furnished head,
but from a depraved and vitiated wil, and from
a corrupt heart, proceed all vices, ¢ el thoughts,
murders, adulteries, formcations, thefls, false
witnesses, blasphemies.”  St. Matt. XV. 19.
But the only education that it is possible to give
in a State establisbed school {from which all reh-
gious mstruction 1s uecessarily bamshed, leaves
the root of the evil untouched, since 1t 1s ad-
dressed exclusively to the intellectual, instead of
to the moral faculties. But vice is essentially a
moral not an intellectual disease or defect; and
to propose Lo cure 1t by the exhibition of remedies
addressed exclusively to the intellectual organs
or factlties, s as rational a procedure as it would
be to attempt to set a broke leg, by the applica-
tion of a bread poultice to the pit of the patient’s
stozach. = ,

All that mere secular education can effect, is

‘Penitentiary, or convict ship.

to determine the direction in which the’ unera:.
dicated vicious propensities of its subject shall

‘mapifést themselves, and to divert them from
.ane chaonel 1ato another. The uneducated vicious
person will display his'propensities lowards theft,

o the picking of packets,sa burglaries,-and gar-

1otte robberies : the same man, if an-adept 1 se-
cular learning, would accomplish his ends by means
of forgeries,- gigantic frauds, and ‘systematic
swiadling, feats requiring more address, but less
physical torce. There is just the difference be-
twixt the educated and the uneducated thief,
that there.1s betwixt the skilled and the unskilled
workman, betwixt the mechanic and tue day la-
borer, betwixt the architect, and the drudge who
carries the hod, And it there be any truth in
the aphorism that « knowlege is power,” we con-
tend that society is no gainer, but a loser, by any
system of mere secular education; because the
educated vicious man is 1 virtue of his knowledge
more powerful, and therefore more dangerous
thaa is his 1gnorant or uneducated brother cri-
mioal. The only education that can be of any
the slightest use to Society as a protection
against vice,1s a moral education. But as all
morality is based, not upon the ideas of expe-
diency or of mights, but of duty and of right, a
moral education must have God, without Whom
there can be neither :ights nor duties, for its
basis. In other words 1t mus! be grounded upon,
positive religion, or the relations which exist be-
twixt God, Creator, Liord, Masier, and Lawgiver,
and man, creature, servant and subject, These
relations we can learn ooly from Revelation.

So without God there can be no morality
without religious instruction no Geod; and 1t s
the boast, indeed, of our common schools that
they are Godless—that in them there is no place
for religion. How theo we ask can * duties” be
tauzht or inculcated io such schools? What
can snch places of education do to purge the
corrupt heart of the vicions pupil of ils perilous
stuff? and haow if the heart, from wheace proceeds
all vice, be lett unchanged, can virtue or morality
be the product of an instruction such as secular
schools can impart ?

1t ss true that trom the uneducated classes a
majority of the criminal class 13 recrmted—
but thus is due to two causes. First, the poorer,
which is also the uneducated class, 1s more
wumerous Lhan is the richer class of society ; aad
were the two classes to furnish only in proportion
to their pumbers, it 14 ewident that the former
would still furnish the greater proportion of erim-
inals. Secondly, as the uneducated class is the
poorer class of society, the pressure on the means
of subsistence of its members 1s greater, and there-
fore, the temptation to commit a class ot offences
agamnst property, of which the law takes cogniz-
ance, s also greater. So also philosophers of the
Rer. Mr., Ryersop class may note down the
phenorsena that our eriminal population 15 maraly
recruited {rom those who are badly dressed, and
seldom take wize at their repasts ; from whecce,
by a rapid process of induction, they may leap to
the conclusion that a ragged pair of trousers is
the ¢ mother of vice,”” and scarcity of good claret
its grandmother. Such logic would be at least
as good as that of our reverend Superiatendent
of Tducation.

The aoswer to it, however, is this: that the
noorer classes of society furnish the greater num-
ber of criminals, not because they are ignorant of
syntax, aud the comcords, and are strangers to
the binomial theorem : but because, having re-
ceived but a scanly religiows education, they are
deficieat 0 those moral restraints upon their
passions, acd- anmumal appetites, which the Grace
of God alone can give, and which we shall in
vain attempt to supplement by grammar, or by
algebra, or by irigonometry whether plane or
spberieal.

Vice often may be the mother of ignorance,
and this 1s the only relatiosship 11 which the two
can ever stand to one another. The Rev. Mr-
Ryerson puts, as the saying 1s, the cart before
the horse; that which is the consequence be
takes as the cause: and that winch 1s cause, he
mistakes for eflect. [t often does happen, in
fact, that wicious children are uneducated ; but
they are uneducated because they are too vicious
to learn ; too lazy, too fond of crimisal indulg-
ence, too much the slaves of their appetites ; to
gratify which by the means which most imme-
diately present themselves, they abandon them-
selves to a career of crime. Aund yet we doubt
whether it be true that, in proportion to ther
pumbers, the poorer and uneducated classes
furmsh a greater, or even so great a number of
crnmnals, as do the wealthier and so-called
educated classes ; whilst we have no doubt that
the injury done to society by one educated
criminal, by one frandulent bankrupt, is a hundred
fold greater than that inflicted by any hundred
jguorant criminals taken at random from the
We can tell the
pumber of victims of the garotter ; but who shail
enumerale the wide spread ruin, the agonies to
thousands, that one well devised forgery may
cause 1o & commuaity ? ,

- But we are not abandoned to theory alone in
this matter of the relatignship of ignorance to vice,
and of secular education to morality, - We have

facts, bard facts such as a Gradgriod lovelp, and

their logic is incontrovertible. We quote from
Alison’s well knowa Hustory of Europe. ‘

““Prussia is of all European countries that in
which secular educatioz has made greatest pro-
gress amongst the masses of the people ; in which
in proportion to the pﬁpulahon there Is the greatest
number qchhnolé; andin which the propostion also
of these who have received a fair secular educa-
tion in also the greatest. And we will not say
i consequence, but, in spite of this, Prussia ia
the words of Alison ¢ though one of the most
highly educated couatries of Europe, is at the
same tin.e one of the most criminal.” Again we

quote from the same author.

In Prussia where the proportion of persons at
sehool, to the entire population was 1 in 7, the pro-
yortion of crime o the inhabitants was twelve. times
grea'er than in France, where it was 1in 23. This
startlivg fact ooinoides closely with what had been
experienced in Franoe itself, where the proportion of
convictiond to the inbabitants jg as 1 to 7T285; and
it han been found that without one single exception in
the whole Rightylfour departments, the amount of
crime is in the inverse ratio of the number of :person
receiving instraction. ‘

Or, without crossing the Atlantic, we might
find abundant facts bearing upon the case before
us, 10 the relative criminality of Lower Canada
and that of the U, States, It cannot be demed
that secular education 18 more general in the
latter than in the fermer: but 1t 1s at least
equally certan that, in proportion to thew re-
spective numbers, the crimnality of the Yankees
18 far in excess of that of the Lower Canadians.
Tlis, though 1t does not show secular edacation
to be the mother of vice, shows conclusively that
vice or immorality, does not stand to the waut of
secular education, in the relation of effect to
cause : and therefore shows conclusively that tke
Rev. Mr. Ryerson’s plea for enforcing secular
education by means of pains and penallies is des-
titute of foundation in fact.

Dowx wite THE PRiEsTs. — We have al-
ways insisted that the most striking and the
most painful features of the Fenian movement,
copsidered as an Irish movement, were its essential
antagonism to the Catholic Church, and its hos-
tility to priests and Bishops. This feature
is common to all revolutionary movemeatss
and is conclusive as to their common parentage
for this stroag family resemblance betwixt French
Jacobinism, Italian Carbogari-ism, and Fenianism
cannot be ¢eemed the result of an accident, any
mare than we can deem the likeness hetwixg
chuldren of the same womb ap accident. Iiisa
law of nature, a condition of their being ; and by
it we are forlunately enabled in the case of sl|
revolutionary societies, to conclude with mfalli-
ble certainly to their Satanic origin—so closely
do they all resemble one another, and, also, their
common parent.

Nor is it from the enemies of the revolution-
ary societies that we learn to mark their hostility
to the Catholic Church, and the Clergy, as their
most striking feature. i is the boast of their
friends, and they pownt ta 1t with pnide, insisting
strongly upon it as their chief beauty, Thus
the Dublin correspondence of the frish Pesple,
the Fenian organ published at New York, and
uuder date of the 10l wult., we find the writer
boastfully aud earnestly ipsisting upon this
point :—

t Tie most striking faature of the Fenian move.
ment is the entire absence of clerical influence. —
Eighteen years ago" — thal is to say whilst the old
facth, Lhe faith of Si. Patricl, was strong in Ireland —
‘what a priest said was law; to day his praise or
censure of any political move is equally derided.—
Clerical influance in p>litics ia for ever gone, and is
ope healthy sign thai Fenians mean work —Irish
People, March 31st.

If true, this 15 a sign that apostacy has made
fearful havoe 1n the land once catled the ¢ land
ot Saints,” the land of martyrs ; whose children
have made theic country famous in the eyes of
the world, and dear to all Catholic hearts by
thewr fidelity to Popery, and their constaney in
suffering for the saxe of the Catbolic IMaith. But
a blight, a moral blight, far worse than the pota-
toe blight, bas, according to the boasts of the
Fenian leaders, settled upon the land ; and the
influence of the clergy upon the people, we are
told, 1s for ever gone, when that influence is ex.
erted against secret societies, and illegal political
organisations, *"Uis the old story. Always, and
everywhere, the silly cry that there is no con-
nection betwixt religion and politics, or in ather
words, betwixt faith and practice, bas character-
ised the party of the Revolution. Il s the cr
of Belgian wfidels, of Italian Carbonar, of
Canadian Rouges, as well as of Irish Fenians;
’is the confession of faith of Gavazzi, of
Mazzini and of Garibaldi, as well as that of
Stepbens, and Luby, and O’Mahony—to be {ol-
lowed shortly and inevitably, by its logical coral.
lary, the cry of & Ecragez l’infame.”

The cry that tie priest, the mimster of reli-
gion, should have no influence in politics, is but
another mode of enuntiating the proposition, that
revealed religion should have no influence over a
maxn’s political actions ; a very convenient maximn
to those, no doubt, who intend to throw off, and
violate all the laws of poliical morality, and who
from their political system bave eliminated the
idea of “right” snd * wrong ;” but a proposi-
tion abhorrent to all who ‘believe in revealed re-
higion, and who recognise that revelation as their
rule of conduct m every action of-life, whether

 public or private ; to'all who adifat Viai #e wbe Just

day; they. will have to.-account to. the Great
Jucge for all deeds donein the flesh, and who
are sufficiently intelligent to perceive that, if (lie
po‘htnvcxgn be. vcy!\amned,' the private citizen will
"bardiy be'saved, ' To-assert that ihe priest-Zthat
is to say revealed religion. personified -and spJea‘k.
ing by the mouth of ber minister—should have no
influence in the public or political affairs "of this
waorld, is to preclaim political Atheisw ; to deny
and renounce God as Supreme ruler of the
umverse ; and to this depth of moral acd inteliect -
ual degradation, the Fenians, according ta their
.avowed organ, bave, mm company with the re-
volutionists and infidels of Continental Europe, at
last suak, dragging the once Catholic people of
Ireland with them. '

~ We do not; we will not as yet believe 1t, It
may be true that the poison of Yankee principles,
and the doctrine of the Swaddlers have infected
many ; it may be true that Ireland is no longer
what she was some quarter of a century ago ;
that apostacy bas made fearful havoc mn some
quarters: and that she no longer stands glori-
ously promineot as thie most truly Catholic coun-
try mn Europe, the Abdiel of pations, faitbful,
tousd, among the faitbless. Vet in spite of a
great defectior, in spite of the demoralising in-
fluences of Yankee Jacobinism, we believe that
the writer in the fris)y People has grossly exag-
gerated the falling away, bas much maligned the
Catholic people of Ireland. There are yet, we
would fain believe thousands, aud tens of thou-
sands who bave not bowed, who never will bow
the knee to the revolulionary Baal; and who
still faitbful to their God ard to their Church,ai e
as yet uncontaminated by the moral leprosy of L.
beralism. These, who wiil not Jore their coun-
try less, because they love their Church still
more ; and who know how, as Christians, to
subordinate ther sestiments of nationality to their
duties as Catholics, are the men who are the
destined regenerators of Ireland ; and not the
noisy revolutiomists and 1ufidels whose boast it is
that they bold the praises and the censures of the
Catholic priest equally m derision.

It is rumored that the Sovereign Poatifl will
shortly send the Cardinal’s hat to the illustrious
Bishop of Charleston, the Right Rev. Dr.
Lynch, This rumor 1s exciting a good deal of
indignation amongst the Yankees, who see theren
a “ Papal Aggression” upon their country ; and
who, judging by the tone of some of their jour.
nals, propose also to meet 1t by a cis-Atlantic
Ecelesiastical Titles Bull, to which we fear that
that incorrigible persoa the Pope will pay aslittle
heed as he did to poor little Johony Russell’s
brutum fulinen ; snd for which the Catholics of
the United States will display about as much re-
gard as do DBritish Cathelics to the Ecclesusti_
cal Titles Bill, m their owo country, The
Clacago Tribune, a staunch Protestant organ,
aod a great advocate of the cause of the North-
ern ver. the Southern States, devotes a long
editorial to the subject ; in whichit lays down as
a rule to be acted upon, trat, the fruits of the
victory won by Northern democracy over the
liberties of the South, would be in a great mea-
Sure lost, were the liberties of the Catholic
Church to be respected. Tt says:—

“Niw the new era nupun which this conntry is
entering since the prostration of the rebel army,
would fail in oue of jts mest serious reforms, if
American Catholics were not to be emancipated from
their subjection to the Pope of Rome, as fur a3 the
election of the priests are concerned, who preside
over Americac Oatholic dioceses and preach to
American congregations, The nomination of Biahop
Lynch ot South Carolina, as Cardinsl, and conse-
quently &8 Priuce of the American Catholic churches
affords a striking illustration of the bancful influence
of this unseemly tmperium in imperio which the Pope
of Rome continues to exercise in the American
Republic.'— Ckicago Tribune.

Putinto plain Englsh, and the cant left out,
this simply means that the Yaokee Government,
if it desires to reap the full fruits of the triumph
of the democratic and ceotralising party aver the
gallant Southerners, must follow the line of con-
duct pursued in Engiand by Heory VIII; and
like him must emact laws against the Papa|
Supremacy, and for detaching Catbolics m the
United States from Rome. Iow this is to be
accomplished we are not told. The English
monarch’s task was facilitated by the fact, that
the Roman Catholic Prelates of hus day enjoyed
a certain recognition from the State, in that they
were Peers of the Realm, bad seats in the Legis-
lature 1w virtue of their ecclesiastical diguities,
and extensive domoins attached thereunto ; upon
which also the King could seize, and thus
squeeze the time serving and worldly into com-
pliance with his arbitrary bebests. But in the
United States tbis coercive machinery is altoge-
ther wanting. The Priests and Bishops of the
Catholic Church have no recogmised status be-
fore tbe law to distinguish them from ordiary
citizens ; they hold no fiefs, they have no seats
n Congress, and thewr sole means of support
consist in the voluntary contributions of the
laity, of which it 1s notin the power of any Gorv-
eroment to deprive them. *As the traveller with
empty pockets may well sing and be merry
even in preseace of the roboer, so, in so far as
their worldly goods, and their civil status, are
concerned, the Catholic Clergy of the Unifed
States may lauzh to scorn the menaces of the
States, for théy possess nothing of which it is m

the power of that State, no matter how-hostile;




