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ST. COLUMBA AND THE STORK.
BY ELRANOR O, DONNELLY.

* [In the sixth centwry, Columba, p.rinc.e of the
" Royal House of O’Donuell and O’.Nﬂlll,. in & wo-
ment of heat and indignation excited his kinsmen
to avenge an injustice done him by Kxng_Dermot,
of Tara, The result was a blocdy and disastrsus
battle betwen the clansmen and the for'ces of the
king. Columba, repented for his share in the fatfﬂ
transaction, confessed his sin to an agefl Moqk
named Manuel. With o breaking heart he prom-
ised to accept and perform. the penance enjoined.
To quote from Father Burke’s eloquent- Icctur?v, on
the subject, “the confessor asked him this q1.1estlon:
¢ What is the strongest love you have in you
hesrt?” And the poor penitent answered : ¢ The
love thet I have for Ireland, that is the strongeat
affection in my heart! Then the most crucl pen-
ance was put upon him, that he was to depart from
Ireland, never to seo her or put his foot upon her
soil sgain.” And so began the famous hermitage
of the exile on Tors, off the Scottish cosst ; and so0
Columba became the saint and apostle of the Plcts.)

The tempest broke over the isle of Ions, )
The seas roaring rose in the lightning’s wild
glare ;
Cloud rushing on cloud, like the foemen in battles
Awoke with their clamor the hush of the air.

q
Who walks on the sands, like a monarch unscept!
red ?

The folds of his raiment are heavy with rain ;
The hood backward blown from the white stream-
ing tresses, .
Reveals the grand face in ita pallor and pain.

He turns to the West, e folds tight hia mantle@
The sinewy arms on his broad heaving chest ¢ 7
The wonderful eyesin their lustre dilated, )
The lips in their gray bearded shadows com-
pressed.

What recks he of clouds over heavens coreering ?
Or geas tossing wild wlhere the dim landscape
faints ? . .
Coumba, the exile, is gazing on Erin, .
The saint looks afar on the Isle of the Saints !

In vain the sharp lightning strikes red on his eye-
balls
In vain the vast torrents descend on bis head—
While the brave Celtic heart through yon green
Ieland wanders,
The flesh that enslirized it is dull as the dead.

e sees the fnir valleys, the rills fair ag silver,
The cattle afield, the hawthorn in Lloom;

The blue, pleasant fields bending over old Ulster,
Cluain-iraird a haven of light and perfume.

And all the pure memories of boyhood and man-
hood,
And all the dear dreams of the far rway years,
Sweep back o'er his spirit like pinions of angels,
The gold of whose garment iz dirkened with
tears,

Yen, darkened with tears of tho bitterest sorrow,
Great drops as of bleod wrung from penitent
eyes—
When the plaing of Westmeath, red and reeking
with slaughter,
From tbe mists of the past gory phantoms arise.

Once more at Monk Manuel’s feet he is kneeling,
Ounce more the dread sontence falls eolemn and
stern : :
¢ Thy sin has been great ; greater still by tby pen-
ance,—
Leave Erin this night, never more to return I
# 0 God !’ cries the saint, ® 'tis thy will that I wor-
ship,
Lotrd Christ make this sacrifice ever more sweet I
Andlo! through the tempest, wind-battered and
bleeding.
A stork, like a rnowdrift, falls faint ot his feet.
A speck of the ether, a feather out-wafted
From Erin's dear const it has breasted the storm ;
Unseen, and yet seen, in the dream of the secr,
1ts blood on its feet trickled and warm.

Ah then the great heart of the patriot mastered
The soul of tae saint in Columba’s old breast,
He stooped to the sand took the bird to his bosom,

And cradled it thore like a babe in its rest.
- Lie close in the arms that enfold thee,” he whis-
pered
While his eyes swam with tears, snd his breast
rose and fell
“With the slumbering sobs— in tho breast of Col-
umba,
He'll bear thee secure to his own little cell.
# And there his scant menl shall be thine ; his fond
fingers
Anointing, shall henl the red wound in thy breast,
And soon through the sunshine, O creature of Heav-
en !
He'll watch thee take wing for the groves of the
west.
"t Across the dark waters his gray cyes shall track
thee,
Dut ne'er shall his bark follow thee to the shore;
‘For thou canst go back to our dear native Erip,
But Columba, the exile, returns nevermore I’

POPE PIUS IX.

{15 ADDRESS TO TIE REPRESENTATIVES OF TUE * poM-
BARD LEAGUE.”

On the 29th of Moy o deputation from the four-
and-twenty cities that, seven hundred yenrs ago,
constituted the ¢ Lombard League,” and freed Italy
from the tyranny of Frederic Barbnrosss, proceeded
to the Vaticanto celebrate, in union with the Sove-
roign Pontiff, the anniversary of the r_aemorable bat-
tle of Legnano, fought on that day in 1176. The
reception of the deputation was a peculmrly_ bril-
liant one, and the proceedings, from the opening to
the close, were marked by unusual enthusiasm. A
fervent address, recalling the event of the day, and
pledging the continued attachments of the cities of
the * Lombard League” to the cavse which triumph-
ed at Legnano, and which is still go gloriously de-
fended by Pius IX., was presented to his Holiness,
and was read, in the name of the various delega-
tions, by the president of the confederated asso-
ciations, Atits conclusion his Holiness replied as

follows 1=
% Surrounded as I am here by so many good Ita-

many affectionate greetings and congra.tu]atloys as
hava recently reached me~-~congratulations mingl-
ed with mournful expressions as to the present con-
dition of affairs in Italy—I would nsk you to take
with me a rapid review of some past transactions
which have led to the state of things we all so
much deplore, It pleased God to put aterm to the
captivity of the great Pontifl, Pius VIL, and to bring
him back in trivmph .to Rome. Secarcely had he
arrived there than he went to tho Vatican Temple
and amidst an eiger crowd: desirous fo'pay him
homsge he found a loyal: and a dutiful well-wisker

.in a King of Sardinia.” All Italy was in gladuess

and laying aside her garments.of weeping, clothe

herself In robes of joy,-because of the days of peace
which at length had dawnéd. - Every, spot resound-
ed with the words.of peace, and -the - people: with

loud volices repeated the blessed word, But. peace

was not pleasant to very many ambitious spirlts
throughout the peninsula, and still less was it wel-
come to many others who, casting awny from them
the practices of religion, and utterly forgetful of
God, longing to fish in troubled waters, felt a crav-
ing for revolutions and agitations to satisfy their
rebellious desires. What happened? The first
thought of the disturbers was the thought of corrupt-
ing the heart and the mind, particularly of the
young, and I remember that it was just then said
that never before bad 50 many editions of the works
of the infidel writers of the eighteenth century been
gold on this side of the Alps as then appeared there
to corrupt the people. Besides these works there
came a large quantity of. evil productions by con-
temporary authors. Demoralised writers associated
together, and it is impossible to tell how vast was
the multitude of poisonous little works which
flooded the country. Two large cities ia particular
issucd forth immoral works and scandaloug roman-
ces, which, even in recent times, I myselt have en-
deavoured, not, alas! to destroy, but at least to
diminish in number. Then there arose a sect
black by name and blacker by deed, which spread
itself slowly but surely through our beautiful coun-
try. Later on another like it appeared, calling
itgelf ¢ young,’ but it was in truth old in malice and
in iniquity. There werc others at the back ofthese
two, but all of them in the end carried their foaming
and mnddy waters te the vast paol of Masonry.
From out this pool there rise to-day the pestilential
vapors which infest so large a part of the world,
and which hirder this poor Italy of ours from mak-
ing known her will to the nations. It was these
secret societies which Lept the people in agitation,
and they have introduced themselves into places
where not alone ought they not have been admit-
ted, but whence they should have been driven to
n long distance away. Let the past be to us a les-
son for the future, I shall not’ pause to make any
fruitless observations or utter useless complaints,
but shall merely say that the agitators succeeded
puritally at first; but those who were deluded, with
a constancy worthy of a better cause, under the in-
fluence of thuir perfidions guides, succeeded in win-
ning the victory for disorder and for revolution.
But the revolution which consumes its own offspring
made speedy manifestation of the savagery of its
nature in marking as the victim of its fury the man
who, through vanity or ambition, bad put himself
at the Liead of the great uprising.  We in the mean-
time are the witnesses of this deplorable triumph ;
not alono witnesses, but participators of its disas-
trous copsequences, We see every day more clearly
the hypocrisy of those cries of ¢ Hosanna,’
followed as they always are by the oppressions, the
plunder, and the injustices with which the Church
and its rights are visited. How many delusions,
how many misconceptions, as to the character of
the revolution have not these iniquities removed
from many minds? Butitisnot my intention at
present infundum renovare dolorem by recalling the
series of evils which have fallen upon the Church
of Jesus Christ, but shall merely obscrve tkat over
and over again deeds of despotic aggression bave

-been accompanied with the insolent remark. *We

ghall not go to Canossa,’ uttered amidst the applause
of his satcllites by the standard-bearer of the pre-
sent revolution. We reply—* Whether there shall
be & journcy to Canossa or not is a matter of un-
certainty, but it is a certainty that all shall be
brought before the victorious Crass, and &ll shall
appear before that gloricus standard, whether they
will it or not, and shall appear there in trembling
and in fear. For them the Cross shall be the
herald of condemnation ; tor us it shall be the as.
surance of consolstion and of joy. It is further
certain that God has decrced the safety of His
Chureh, and that He will endow it again with peace
through the virtue of the Cross. Continue to com-
bat and to suffer for justice sake beneath that sign;
if it ig to Le for us theflag of battleit shall also be
for us the flag of victory. And when I eay to you,
continue to tight under this glorious banmer, I
would have you clearly to know that there eannot
be the fight without contradictions, without fatigue,
without opposition. But with the Cross before our
cyes we shall meet contradictions by firmness,
fatigue by firmness, opposition by strength, and in
all extremes we shall practice patience. In fine,
with the Cross we shall verify the saying, *Jn hoc
signo vinces” 'The order of Provideuce, which to us
is so clear, is an obscurity to our enemies, and
oftentimes an object to them of derision and con-
tempt. But let us risc superior to such delusions
by fortifying onrselves in faith and by doing good.
In the meanwhile let the enemies of the Church be
the objects of our charity and of our prayers; but
whilst we pray for them let us execrate their crrors
and their false opirions, and as to the sectaries let
us regard them with horror rather than with con-
tempt, advising the young to fly from them as they
would from a poisonous serpent. To their efforts
for cvil let us oppos our efforts for good.—
They want an education made up of anti-Cath-
olic instruction ; let us counteract them by
multiplying as much as possible the teachers of
sound doctrine. They are sceking after licence;
and we (let us praclaim it with a loud voice) are
struggling for liberty, but for that liberty which
keeps pace with jastice, They wish to corrupt; we
wish to heal, In fact the mission which in common
with all good Catholics it is your duty to fulfil is
that you should act as a barrier to the torrent of
iniquity which is rolling so rapidly onward, and
which deepens and widens more and more as each
day passes. The surest means of accomplishing
this purpose are concord and union—unicn with
God—union amougst yourselves, and union with
the chief pastors of your dioceses. Aud as mention
has been made to-dny of a great Pontiff, who has
deserved well of Italy, and who displayed great
bravery and great firmness on o memorable occasion
we must remember that Alexander I1I. was indebt-
cd for the victory which he achieved to the union
of those who were with him. Do you also in unity
and in concord struggle as he nnd they did to ob-
tain the same result. And that result shall certain-
ly ba reached perhaps without any need of going to
Canossa or to Venice. Lastly, let us turn towards
God, and let us implore of Him, through the virtue
of the Holy Cross to free us from our enemies and
to scatter them. And, as the Cross is the emblem
of the struggle, so shallit be the omen of victory
With that sign of the Cross I raise my hand and
bless you in the name of the Most Holy Trinity. I
bless yourselves, your families, and all the connt-
less multitudes who have sent to me their greet.
ings of love ard attachmoent. I Dless likewise all
those throughout the Catholic world who pgrticipate
in these sentiments, to the end that, walking always
in the shadow of that blessing they may be made
worthy to bless God through all cternity. Benedictio
DPei) &e.

It is curious that wa t;:ploy Ixigh frieze to pre-

liaus who are present just now, and the object of so l\re_nii American fregze, is2'b it ?

SATNT CHRISTOPHER.
Christopher was born in Cannan. 'He was twelve
foet high, had powerful limbs, and a joyous coun.
tenance. Defore be was baptised he was called
Opher. When he was grown up he was go full of
strength he eaid to himself, * I will wander abroad,
and will seek out the greatest lord, and I will serve

him.? e came to a certain king ‘who was mighty,
with great possessions snd many subjects.- This.

one received him kindly and was glad of his strepgth.
Opher promised to serve him faithfully, - ‘When he
bed been some time with him, a’strolling player
came .to, the. king, he sang’ before him, and in one
of: his songs. ie. mentioned the devil; wheroupon
the Ling. crossed himself; for hé ' was a Chrietian.
‘Opher wondered at this, acd ‘when'the player had

finished he asked the king what he meant by mak.

ing the eign of ‘the cross. The king was at first
unwilling to let him know. But Opher insisted,
saying “ My lord, tell me, or else I will serve you
po lenger.” The king answered, * I will tell you
ihe truth. When any one mentions the devil in my
presence, I make the sign of the cross, in order
that the wicked spirits may be kept from me, and
may have no power over me.” ¥ Then,” said Ophenr
if you are afraid of him, I have served you long
enough, for I thought that therq was 100 one might-
jer than you.” Opher went his way and sought
the fiend everywhere, but 10 one wag able to show
him to him. One day, while he was wandering
over a desert plain, he espied a strong company of
horsemen, and in their midst was a greyishblack
rider. He rode with great power, and separated
himself from the others. He came up to Opher and
agked him: whom he was sceking. “I am looking
for the devil” was his reply ; I should like to be
his servant.” * I am he,” said the Evil one. Opher
promised his services, and the devil took him with
him. One day they came to a wide street where
there stood a cross. When the Evil one saw the
cross, be turned aside, for he dared vot ride past it.
Opher was sastonished at this, and said to him,
# My liege, why have you chosen to ride down this
crooked path?” The devil would fain have held
his peace, but Opher said again, ¥ You must tell
me truth, otherwise I will not serve you a single
day lopger.,” The wicked one answered, “on that
other road there is a cross, upon which Christ did
hang, I am afraid of that eign, and I must always
fly from it I" Opher replied, * If you are afraid of
that sign, it is greater than you, wherefore I must
take my leave of you, and I will seek Christ.” He
left him the same instant and went his way.

Through the goodness of God he came across a
pious hermit. He told him he was seeking for
Christ, in order to be his servant. The hermit
taught him that Christ was a great King, and
mighty ; that he was the Lord of all, and rewarded
his fricnds with eternal life. Therespon Opher
promired tbat he would serve this king of Lkings
with the utmost zeal and fidelity. * But,” interpos-
ed the hermit, ¢ this king is an’enemy to a sinful
life; only they who walk in purity and virtue re-
ceive His grace, wherefore you must fast and pray
for His sake” Opher answered; I will walk in
virtue and in purity, but I cannot fast and piay:
show me some way of serving Hitm with all the
powers of my body.” The hermit replied, ** Delow
there, in the cleft of the rock, rushes s stream of
water over which there is no bridge or pathway—
will you carry me across it for God’s sake ? In this
manner you will serve your lord with an acceptable
service.”” Y Most willingly will I do that,”said Opher.

He went down there, got together stones, and
built himself a hut by tbe edge of the rapid torrent.
Maoy men came to that spot, and for the love of
God he carried them across. Ie had a stick in his
hand, and was alweys ready by day and by night.

It came to pass one night, as he slept through
fatigue, that he heard the voice of a child who call-
ed to him. He arose, and inquired who it was
that calléd, No one answered, so he lay down
again and slept. Again he was called. He
sprang up quickly and looked about every-
where; but finding no one he once more lay
down, A third time he was called, a little child
stood by bis side, and asked to be taken across.
Opher lifted the child on to his shoulder, took bis
staff into his band, and went into the water, But
the water foamed fiercely about him, and the child
was 50 heavy that Opher bowed his neck. With
every step, the water became deeper aund the child
heavier. Opher said at last, “ My child, how is it
you are 80 heavy ? I feel as though I were carrying
the whole world.,” The child replied, * You are
carrying not merely the world, but you are carrying
Him who made heaven and earth, With that he
pressed down his head under the water. I am
Christ, thy Lord and thy God, Him whom thou
servest ; I baptisa thee in the name of God, my
Father, and in my own name, and in the name of
the Holy Ghost. TUatil now you bave been called
Opher, henceforth your name shall be Christopher.
becanse you have carried Christ. Plant your staff
in the ground, and to-morrow, when you perceive
on it blossoms and fruit, be mindful of my power.”
After that the child disappeared. Clristopher
planted his withered stick in the gromnd, and in
that same night it became a tree, and put forth
blossoms and bore fruit. Christopher was rejoiced
at what had happened, and longed to be able to
serve his Lord with something better than the mere
strength of his body. e ubandoned the occupa-
tion st the river, rnd once more wandered forth,

The Huly Spirit guided his steps into a foreign
land. He came into a city where the Christians
were violently persecuted for their faith. At first he
did not understand their language, but he prayed to
bis Lord,and immediately he understood all that
the people said. He went up to the place where
the Christitns were martyred, and spoke words of
consolation to themn, to help them dic with joy.
When the king heard this, he was angry, and sent
two hundred horsemen to scize him. The horse-
men found Christopher in prayer, and not one of
them was bold enough to approach him or to lay
hands on him. Then the Lking sent abother two
hundred liorsemen. When they saw Christopher
they stood still at n distancer He, however said to
them,  What do you want?” The horsemen were
still more terrified, and said, © If you will not come
with us, go your way ; we will tell the king that we
could not find you” Christopher replied, “you
must not lie! bind my hands behind my back and
lead me to the king; willingly will I suffer for my
Lord.” They tied his hands and took him with
them. Along the road he recounted to them much
concerning Faith in Christ, bis invisible Lord for
whom he would gladly go to death. The horsemen
listened to his words with astonishment, and many
of them were converted.

When Christopher was brought before the king,
be admired his strength and form, and being pleas-
ed with him said: “ If you would have Lhonor and a
pleasant life, sacrifice to our gods.

Christopher answered: “Your Gods ars the
gpirits of the abyss, bul my God iy creator of henv.
en and earth, Him only will I serve.)! At which
the king was angry and commanded him to be tor-
tured. Christopher remained firm ; et his cournge
the wrath of the king waxed fiercer. Ho ordered
him to be fastened to o stake and to be shot at with
arrows, A great wonder followed. All the arrows
remained hanging in the air, and the saint looked
up at them with a joyful face. As the king was
mora irritated by this, one of the arrows fell back
and hit the king's ove, which became blind. Christ-
opher, however, snid to him, “When I am dead,
take a littlo of my blood and anoint your eye and
you shall seo.”’ ¢ This is loose mockery” snid the
king, and he had Christopher beheaded. Then he
took somo of the blood of the saint, and bathed hi
oye with it, and his sight returned. This occur-
renco touched his heart and he made a profession
before all the peopls of the Truse Faith.

THE RULE OF THE TURK IN EUROCFE.

Mohammedanism bas been the scourge of every
country in which the followers of the impostor,
from which it{akes its name, have obtained the
ascendancy.  In Europe its track has been marked
by alaughter and devastation in every country it
invaded, and wherever it obtained away, temporary,
or permanent, it was the sway of tyrants, fanatical,

cruel exncting, and arbitrary “beyond that even ‘pf.z

i

pagan despots. S ‘
» It is now "more than five hundred years since the;
Turk first crossed -the: Dardanelles, 'and seizing:
Gallipoli, the key of the capital ‘of the Byzantine
Empire, (in 1357), established himgelf’.in what.is
now known as European. Turkey. ~Faur year later,
/Adrjanople, then - thé- largest.foitified city of the
i Eustérn or Greek ‘Empire -yielded to'the arms of
:Amurat the Conqueror, and became the centre of
operations by which large portions of the countries
occupied by the Slavic races in South Eastern

Furope were subjugated. o less than a hundred

years from that time, and after an almost uninter-

rupted series of success over the forces of the Greek
Empire Constantinople was taken, (A.D, 1453), the

Greek Emperor, Constaniine Palxologus, by his

heroism aimost redeeming the long line of preced-

ing Greek Empérors from the contempt and detes-

tation in which they are justly held on account

of thelr efleminancy, treachery, bLaseness and

cruelty.

" The fall of Constantinople was owing to the schis-

matic spirit of the Greeks themselves nad to their

hatred of Rome. Had the kings and princes in

Cathelic Eunrope followed the counsels of the Popes

and carnestly heeded their exhortations the Turk

would never have been able to set his foot upon

European soil. But divided by jealousies their

attempts npon the Ottoman forces frequently proved

unavailing through the absence of heurty and cordi-

al co-operation, and when they won a vietory, it

often turned out to be a barren one, securing Do

permanent advantage over the Moslem invaders,

When Constantinople was besieged, Pope Nicholas

V., in answer toa request for help gent him by

Coustantine Palaologus, nddressed an urgent appeal

to all the Western Courts to aronse their princes to

‘a sense of the danger which threatened Christen-

dom. Venice and Genoa alone answered the Sove-
reign Poutiff's call to arms. They sent troops to
the aid of the Greek Emperor enough to enable
him to continue resistance, if not to atford the hope
of victory., RBut even this assistance was rendered
unavailing through the fanatical batred of the
Greeks against Catholics. " Away with them; we
want no Letin allies,” cricd the Greek populace.
And the Grand Duke Notorns, exclaimed, # I wonld
sooter sce the turban of Mahomet than the Popc's
tiara in Constantinople.”” Those wha survived the
tlaughter of the siege and the assault had this de-
sire fulfilled by seeing a few months afterwards the
turban within Constantinople.

After the fall of Constantinople, Nicholas V. re-
ceived the Greek fugitives and cxtended towards
thiem a generous hospitality, Hemade every effort
to unite the Christian princes of Wesggrn Europe
in a boly leaguc against the infidel Turk, and died
when apparently just upon the point of succecding.
His successor, Calixtus III, urged similar measures.
The Emperor of Gerrnany and the kings of France,
Lngland, Arragron, Castile, Portugal and the Duke
of Burgundy, all promised to co-operate indriving
the Turk out of Europe, But in most cases they
fuiled to fulfill their promires. Private interests,
personal and national jealousies and ambition over
rode higher considerations referring to the common

.welfave of Chnistendom, and on the 3d of Jane, A.D,,

1456, the Ottoman torces appeared before Belgrade,
Ladislaus VI. fled from Vienna and Europe lay open
to Turkish invasion, Dut Pope Calixtus III. was
not wanting in the emergency. ITopeless of arous-
ing the West, he could still call upon heaven to
rescue otherwise doomed Hungary. He ordered that
in every parish church in Europe the bells should
bo rung at noon to remind the faithful to pray for
the defenders of Cbristianity. Indulgences were
grented for all who should, at the sound of the bell
recite the Lord's Prayer and the Augelical Saluta-
tion for that intention. This was the origin
of the Angelus whbich the custom of the
Church bas consecrated to this day. John
Hunyades heroically headed the small band
of defenders of Belgrade, and was ably seconded Ly
5t, Jobn Capistran, with no other weapon than a
crucifix, was ever in the breach, inspiring the
Christian warriors with a superhuman courage.
The Turks were driven back with terrible losses,
and the Sultan, Amurat II., himself seriously
wounded, withdrew his shattered forces ¢(August 6,
1456), in o frenzy of rage.

Had the sceular rulers, the princes and kings of
Christendom then seconded the Sovercign Pontiff’s
cftorts, the Turks would have been driven out of
Europe, But these rnlers were jealons of each
other, and occupied with projects of personal or na.
tional aggrandizement. John Hunyades and St
Jobn Capistran died within the yearin which the
had jmmortalized themselves at Belgrade. The
Turks were ullowed {o repair their losses and con-
solidate their power ; and the Pontificatc of Calixtus
III. was ghort:ned by his grief at the cold indiffer.
cnce of the secular rulers of Christendom at the
growing power of the Ottoman Empire.

Pius II. succeeded Calixtus 11T, and at once de-
clared kis intention of carrying out his predecessors
plans of n Holy War against the T'urks, He sum-
moncd to 3 general assembly at Mantua the princes
and kings of Christendom for the purpose of matur-
ing plaus for a combined movement. ITis appeal
was unheeded. Only the provinces immediately
threatencd by the Turks sent representatives.  All
Western Europe seemed indifferent. Pius II, wept
as he depicted the danger which threatened Europe,
aad the nced of immediate and cnergetic succor,
Ho offered all the resources at his comtmand, and
directed that all the reveuues of the Iloly See in
every Catholic country should be devoted to the
purposes of the Crusade. I'rance refused to pay
her subsidies. Germany, whose intercsts should
Lavo called it first in the field, was convulsed with
intestine strife, England was prodigally shedding
its best blood in the Wars of the Roses. Arragon
was ngtqcking Catalonia. The Kingdom of Naples
was divided between the factions of Rene, of An-
Jjou, and Ferdinand, of Artagon. Meapwhile the
Turks were steadily advancing, making their suc-
cesalva conquest with horrible slaughter of Chris-
tizns, aod when wearied with slnughter, subjecting
the remainder of the population of conquered pro-
vinces to a slavery worse in its cruellies than death
itself. T!le heroic resisinneo of Scanderbeg was the
ouly bnrflcr against the Turks in Epirus and Servia.
Again Pius II. appealed to the secular rulers of
Christendom to unite against their common
cnemy j~and, ngain, his appeal was unheeded,

 We havo but one means left,” exclnimed the Holy
Pontiff to his Cardinnls: “ wo must coforce our
precepts and our prayers by our own example ; it
may }Ja thnq when Christinn privces ses the Rom,nn
Pontiff, their Father, the Vicar of Jesus Christ
marching, in person, ngainst the "Turks, their hearts
will repronch them for their coldness nad inaction.®
A Papal Bull, dated October 4th, 1463 acquainted
the Cntholic world with this resolution of the Vicar
of Christ. IIewent to Venice, where he' was joined
by the Doge and the troops of the Venetian Re-
public, and where o fleet bad been prepared for their
transportation to the field of combat. But as.he
wag ou the point of setting sail, his death, on the
4th of August, A.D, 1464, thwarted the prni’ects he
Hnd formed for the defence and glory of Christen-

om, ‘
. His successor, Paul IL., exerted all i
in .like eftorts to combin:: Christian Eﬁ&ip(;mi‘;ff:
united atéack againstthe Turks., Ho gave ayeorly

subsidy of & hundred thousand gold crowns o the

Sibarano o s Sis 11t
“vokea councilat Borhe, but; the princes of the g

-ut Gountries of Europs, refused fo 5000 amy
dors o it. He then sent his-logates thougt

Hungarians, and a like sum to Seandery
was heroically resisting the Turks in Albanjg, . .
the indifference of the secular rulers of Yy, but
Burope and the apathy (or worse) of Germap Sterp
‘ered futile all efforts of the Sovereign ,p gﬁl'&gnd_-
‘unite them in a combined resistance againgt . 1o
ish'aggression.. - Under. his succeseor, Sixtyg e
'the defence of Europe against Turkish armpg contivn' X

eg 1 Who :

{£d:to be the unceasing carg: of the Pappey.-

effort was made to form a general leagyg .

defdnce of.Christendom 'against the Turks t_l}e
Proposed 1o ooy

0. 8end, ambggg,.
Europe, but without x‘avgil. In Germany the ‘or‘jltm
were occupied by- personal or. sectionai’ hostilit?ces
Louis- XI- of France was engaged in hig ol
schemes and’ expenditures. In Spain card?wn
Borgin only succeeded in amassing a larée am, mal
of money, which wes lost by shipwreck . ca,,;-unt
Caraff alone was successful in comhininé withmal
Pontifical naval forces those of Venice the
g}'ap[eg’ “fd obtaining possession of Attalig ::d
myrpa, after a successful engagement v;
Turks. . o ‘ vith the

During the Pontificate of Sixtns 1V, ¢
defence of Rhodes against the Turks, ﬁt;!;xg: dp the
D’Abusson, Grand Master &f the Knights feter
John of Jerusalem, which shed a lusére of un?l ot
glory on the heroic commander and memp, i
that Order. Mahomet, however, only ﬂlr&gedm of
not dismayed by his defeat, raised a ney am +nd
three huadred thousand men, to attempt themy o
quest of Italy, and torn and divided 2§ con-
Italy, and in fact all Euarope, by sect]
and international hostilities, there appeared tonal
no human means of saving Christendom fmmoﬂtf"
coming dauger. It was. averted by Provigen 8
tle death of the Sultan Mahomet II,, and the cte .
which ensued between two of his sons fop th ke
cegion to the throne, ¢ suc.

ere again an opportunity occurre :
the princes of Europe, if thg;r could g:woef ]:thch
their personnl and internctional jealousieg I:_r ed
have taken advantage and destroyed fore’verl%}l:t
Ottoman power in Europe, Bat they turned agaj ¢
each other the arms which should have beep %va.u]lst
ed against the common enemy. The Soveru'i ¢
Pontiff, Innocent VIIL, was only able to unite i
his own forces those of Naples ang some fw -
Spain. With these he defeated . s descent rrtom
Turlts 1pon Sicily under Bajazet I1, of the

But during all this time the Turks were maki
new conquests, consolidating thosenlready mndeu!g
Europe north and west of Constantinonle, 1t w0 l]Icll
require far more of space than we can 'commundut
trace from this point onwards the history of tp i
invasions of Christian provinces ang ielands teh“ :
horrible barbarities inflicted upon thoge they ¢ .
quered, their cruel oppression of those who bicﬁon'
subject to thair yoke. Nor can we any loager emc
ter upoa details ofconstant resistance made 5 i n;
them by the Sovereign Pontifls, often rendergd 35
a}'t:illing ll:>)r thef criminel coldness ang indiﬂerenlcl;

u i
i(‘,or nig-r ers of Western Europe to their appeals

We have brought our hasty sgeteh .
close of the fiftcenth ccntury.y {‘!Vith tl?c?:iitioeﬁﬁ
centur)f we coter upon the era of the so-cnl.led Re.
format}op, when o spirit of positive hostility ¢
Cat‘hohcxty was. superadded to the other evils vgitg
which Europe bad to contend; and when almogt
every European country Lecame divided against it
self, and when sccret conspiracies, where open war
did not arise, rendered it difficult for gecular tulers
to maintain their legitimate authority cven within
the limits ot their own sovereignties.

Wherever Protestantism, too, obtained an ascen.
dnncy, not ouly no aid could be obtained against
the Turk by the Catholic forces still mpking resist.
ance, but not unfrequently aid, moral or material
was turnished to the Turk, and diversions in his
fivor was made sometimes covertly and sometimes
openly. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
Turkish power continucd to increage.

Under Soliman II., and his. son, Selim II. their
pregress becrme more alarming than ever. lThey
were masters of Greece and of Hungary ; their fleeis
covered the Mediterranean, It only re’muined for
them to conquer the islands of Malta and Cyprus,
and then to throw themselves upon Grermany or
France. Spain, notwithstanding the banishment of
the Moors bad still upon her s0il, many who
though nominnlly Christian, were yet at heart
Mohammedans or prepared to co-operate with Mo.
hammedan mvn(_lers. Pius V. perceived the danger
and succeeded in effecling a league between the
Spaniards and Venetians, to whom he Jjoined all

‘the forces le could raise in Italy. He selected ss

the leader of the combined expedition the nble ard
chivalric Don Jobn, of Anstria. The Christian
squadron, still further strengthened by the Knights
of A}glm and the galleys of the Duke of Savoy, met
the Turkish fleet in the Gulf of Lepanto (October
Tth, 1571), and it is well known to cvery Catholica
glotious victory, which broke the naval power of
Turkey farever, was the result, This victory com- -
municated to Pope Pius V., by a divine revelation
at the mowent when it was achieved, and in honor
of it St. Pius decreed that the feast of the Rosary
should be annually obscerve on the first Snnday in
October,

Fora hundred years after this the struggle be-
tween Turk and Christian went on, with varying
success, the south-eastern provinces of Austria beiog
chiefly the battle-ground watil in 1483 an army of
three hundred thousand Turks assembled in Bel-
grade and advanced upon Vienaa, If they bed
succeeded in taking it Austria would have become
8 province of the Ottoman Empire. Europe lnoked
on with indifference, Protestant Germany perhaf#
with the hope that the Turk would succeed. Ofall
the powers of Western Evrrope not ove moved in
support of Austria, Pope Iunocent XI.,  however,
was equal to the emergency, He sent his Nuncid
to the King of Poland, the heroic John Sobicski,
who had twice saved his own kingdom from the
tide of Mussulman invasion. He was now, n third
!.l‘me tosave Christendom before the walls of Vienna.
The situntion was almost desperate. One balf of
the feeble garrison hnd alrendy fallen in resist-
ing the assz\qlts of -the Turks. The commander
of the Barrison, Count Storenberg had sent to
Sobinskianote: «There is no time to lose! We
are undone unless yon come " Sobieski came swift-
ly by forced marches, and Jjoiniog his Polish war-
riors to the forces of the Duke of Lorraine and the:
Electors of Bavaria and Saxony was invested with -
command of the combined nrmy, numbering senrce-
Ely"“ii-;\;emy thousand men, not one-third that of the

At daybreak on September 12th, 1683, Macs Wes.:
celebrated by the Papal Nuncio, Sobieski serviog :
it, and the chief officers of the army nssisting; aod
befors sunset of thatday. of all that immense Turk-¥
ish army nothing was left upon the field but, the:
corpses of theslain, Innocent XI, by the aid off
God and the sword of Sobieski, had forever turned:
back the tide of Mohammedan iuvasion from Christ:}
ian Iﬁuropt;. Through -the intervention of this’
Pontl[f a triple nlliance was formed between Poland.:j
Austrig and Venice, The Turk was foreed to yieldy
many of his conquests, and was never after ablo 0
make further advances into Europe.

Hero onr sketch must end, far longer than W
expected it would be, and much too long, we fear, {0%;
the patience of our readers, .

We commenced it with o view of entorcing:

moral, that ;
minacy and fanatical - hatred of - the :Byzantin®

1. Whatever of calamatics—and they. are ma);
and indescribable—Mohammedans haye inflicted 0F
Christians, they are due, first, to the treachery, €625
Greeks; and second, to the jealousies, d_iviﬂio”t,‘ﬁg
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