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Julm Smith,” Whe has not frequently swon
just such denials us the above in the duily
popess, oly the namo is uet always Joha
Smith. New, {fa man is conscivus of Lis
revtitude, and huows that his conantis
sach that nono of his filcuds could evar pos-
sibly suspect bim of being guilty of the
chargs of which somu person whoeao name is
sitaular to hisown has Leen accused - and
thesochargesarepenerally druukenocsy oras
tault - why Zoes he 1udh into print to prove
that hie was nottho erring Bill Jones or Sam
Suyoks who had gene astray? Italways
locka to e as if theto people who hroso
anmious to show that they might hasve been,
and their courciences tell themn that they
kave been, guilty of such wreng-doings as
their namesakes have bren cavght at,
only they have, so far, been lucky enongh
to escapo falling into tho clatches of tho
law. Contrary to having thecffect of per-
suading vio that the Joha Smith, who denies
that ho was the bad John Smith, iz a very
good mau indeed, thew deninls have,
rather, atendency to make wmao very sus
picious about Mr, Smitk's immaculats
virtae, for if lo felt thoroughly conscious
that none of his friends could suspect him
of being tho bed man, ke would not take
the trouble to devy. that he had miscon-
ducted Limeelf.

Asan inttanco of something similar to the
foregoiag deniala of guilt, I may cito the
caso of Mr. Laidlaw, M.P.P., wko, tho
other day was made the victim of a humor
ous writer in & certain paper, who took bia
namo in v2in aad wmade him appear in a far
different light to that in which he wbhas to
figure. Mr. Laillaw and tho reet were
re; resented 28 having hada “eplore,” which
it appesrs is Sccteh for *janborce,” and
this hmputation the worthy member for
South Wellington felt called on cmphatically
to reaent, lest his reputation should suffer.
Now:, dees it net look ay if there werean
roscitility that Mr. L. might have beenon a
*‘splore™? If his fricnds are perfectly con.
vinoced that he never could and rever did
g0 oo “eplere,” he weuld feel that they
would treat the humorist's article as o jose
—~lLut stay ; o joke! theres the rub, Mr,
Laidlew is Scotch; 30 are most of lis
fricnde, probably; a jcke! a joke is 2
serious natter with a Swotchman

Ipmraally bappy to hear that Londun
Punch takes a glocmny view of Eayptiad
affaits,  As Punck’s fun for the past twenty
yeara or 8o has been stuffof the most gloomy
and funercul type, possibly ita ¢ gluemy
vicws” may be funpy ooes,

A good deal of misunderstanding appears
to exist in the minds of maovy Canadizs
withraspeettotteBrithsh Huueehold Cavalry;
aad theugh the matter is not of much im.
[ortance after o), cerdderalile interat s
tah«n in the Diitish army just now aad it
night Lo just as well if 1 point ont where
the mittake lies. The three regiments of
Hous. hold Cavalry are the Jat ard 20d Lifo
Guards and the Reuyal Horse Guards, though
all three are, toallint-nts nud purposes Lifc
Grerda, in the same way tat they are all
Horse Guards, 83 they are all governed by
the same rules and regulations and. perform
exactly the2amodotics.  The standard of
height, cte,, for recruits iu thesanesn alithree
regiments; the pay is the samo and the only
real differenoe is o the uniform. The
Royal Horse Guards aro known as *The

'aess” their tunicsand jacketsare bluo; tho
Tlumes of their helmets rod and the sheep-
skins on their horsos are black; in the lat
and 20d Lifo Guards the tunics and jackets
are scarlet ; tho plumes white, as arc also
theshecpekins. Inallotherrospects, (withthe

the three regiments aro ulike,

Many Cunadians contend that the Royal
Horso Guards arc not Life Guards st all.

Lifo Guards for all that, If any difference
atall, in addition to what 1 have already

is in the superior horsemanship of tho mem.
bers of ¢ Iho Biues ”
Scotchmen in tho Royal Horee Guards than
in tho other two regiments: there are moro
Iriskmen in tho 2nd Lifo Guards'than in the
1st and in ‘“Tho Blues,” and thero is o
greater mixture of Xoglish, Irisb and Scotch
in the 1at Life Guards than in the others, In
conusion, I moy atato that thege three corps
have been stationed since 1815, (and beforc
thatforalll know)at Wiudsor, Knightbridge
and Albany street; rclieving one another
annually, the “Blucs,” zay, goivg to Wind-
sor, the 1st Life Guards leaviog there and
going to Albany strect corelicve the 2nd
Lifc Guards who, in their tarn, take up
their quarters in the nightsbridge Bar-
racks vacated by tho ¢“Blucs.” The subjest
is not onc of vast iinportance, Lut peoplo
may as well be correctly as imcorrectly
informed and the foregoing statements
come from ono who has *‘been there,”

I really fail to seo what benefiz is to be
derived from the constant ettacks by some of
our city papersonthe Toronts detective force,
If the detectives are uscless, newspaper
attacks will not make them any better, as
it has becn proved that they pay bat little
attention to them ; but these newspapers,
by pointiog out the shert-comings aund in-
cfficiencey of our detectivefores, are doing a
great deal o} barm, for they are simply ad-
vertising Torcuto as a gafe plzco for crimi-
nals to come to. That such is the case is
shown by the large nuwmber of criminal
characters in our midst and the numerous
burglarics and other offences that aro com-
1itted with, in meny czses, impunity. If
Toronto is a safe resort for criminale, they
will find it out quitc scon cnough withoat
the fuct Leing blazoned atroad in tho city
NEWEPADCTS.

The French papers have been ridieuhing
England znl the mapagea.cut of affuirs in
Egypt by the Brittel Government, very
freely of fate  Jt weuld not Len bad adea
for thue Gichiie wise acres to attend to their
ovmn aff:irs a little more closely, as, from
oll accounts. the conduct of tho French
tronps in China iz enything but meritarions
and t.¢ buasted Freach victorics are nothing
worth munticning.  As s specinien of the
vahant Lehivior of thesonsof la bule Franee
we rad of three large French mensof-war
attacking one poorlittle Chincse junk. The
latter scems to have got the best of the
atfuir, however, ¥s no **Brilliant French
"ictory ” wes reported on this occaiion.
Then, agnin, the Chincese prisoncrs, uttarly
defenceless and at tho merey of their Gallic
captors, at Keelung, are maid to o treated
by the lsttor with tho greatcat Lrutality,
when unable throogh sickness to work, tho
Layonct being freely used as an incentive to
recewed cfforts.

The number of peoplo who write abont
things thoy don’t undersjand is somcthing
alarming. Onc of them is a man who states
that becsuse an iceboat sailed a mile in
thirty-four wcconds on tho ludson the
other day, (or it, was claimed thatshedid
#0), thowind must have hud a velocity of
106 miles an hour! Ts not that writer

oaveplivn of tho stiipes down tho outside of [ awars that an
tho overalls which is a broad semilot one In [wind "—that is with tho wind blowing
tho let Lifv Guards and © Blucs," and two | at abuut right angles to tho course purauod
narroner one, divided by & spaco of the|by thaboat, orfroma pointa littlo ahead
wrvtsane U mstisi, iu the 2nd Lifo Gunrday | of sight angles, goos very much faster than

Well, they are not 8o called, but they are

mantioned, exists between the three corps, it

Thero are miore

fccboat sailing ““on a

the wind itsclf? Of course a boat eailing
“dead beforo tho wind "—that fs with the
wind blowing from behind—(to uso a land-
lubberish expression) —cannot go any faster
than the wind itself. A side-wind is al-
ways prefcrred at sca toa “‘wind aft,” for
tho simplo reason that every sail can be
made to *“draw,” or bo of acrvice, with tho
former whilst in the case of iho latter the
after sails provent tho wind filling some of
the forward onca, which aro cousequently
of bat littlo use.

Icoboats have frcquently made a milo in
aminutoontheBay here, but it musthavobeen
ovidenttoanyonethathappencdtowitnesstho
performance that the wind was not blowing
anything like 60 miles an nour. Tho writer
ILkavoreforred to winds up his remarks on
the speed of that Hudson river icchoat by
saying : “such a specd would arguo a wind
velocity of 165 miles an hour, which is con-
sidered something of a galo oven on tho
summit of Mount Washington.” Such a
deduction would argue a lackof ¢‘gumption”
in anyone who would make it.

The King of Belgium scemns to bo just
about as scnsible a gentleman a3 is to be
found anywhere amon: s¢ the crowned heads
of the world at this time. o has doue an
iinmnense amount of work, aad, doubtless,
good, ia furthering the exploration of Af-
rica, but hic just ecems to take things quite
easy aud to be perfectly contented with his
lot and not a bit worried becausche is not
a more powerful and resowned sovereign.
His remnark : Y am a verysmallman among
kings, but I do not see why I should not bo
a great o an among geographers and civil-
izcra,” shows that, to drop into the highly
unclassical but very expressive langnago of
the vulgar berd, ‘‘his headis level.”

That poet who asked in days gone by
“Whero is Fancy bred ?” might obtain a
saticfctory apswer by visiting Harnidlton
(if he were not long past visiting any-
where) judging from the number cf articles
and lutlers oppearing just now ia tho
papers of that city and all on the suliject
of “fancy bread.”

—

Gallic mothod of being revenged on Englny
for the fun poked by her at Francoon 4
count of the *‘great victories” (laimed
the French troops in Tonquin, but whig
sictories very often proved to bo on theyde
of the Chinese.

&7 S¢e the list of new prizes offerol by iy
pullisher of Trutit in Publishr’s Depan.
ment, page 2.2 of this issue.  The weardy o
prizes have Leen so arranged that Ly aeud.‘z';
ansie{rs AT ANY TINE @ Jair opportunity i
afforded of a prize, and YVERY compelitur y
sure of something, Read car¢fully the liy,

It looks as though Russia meditated tak.
ing ndvantago of Englaod's inisfortunes (if
such o term bo applicablo) ia the Souda,
and was preparing to advanco on Afghanis.
tan. Russia resombles tho Fenians inbe
derire to harrass England ot tho very ne-
ment whon she is in considerablo trouble,
and she has certainly sclected a good time
to mako hersell very disagreeablo if ste
chooses.

A vaat proportion of the natives of Indi
would not bo at all averso to 2 muting, azd
if, in addition to this, England has to coa.
tend with her old focs, tho Russians, shy
will bave all tho work cut out for her tha
she can perform. Tho natives of India
would now be very much more formidatle
focg than they proved in tho mutiny cf thir.
ty years ago; thoy aro as well armed as the
British, aud are said to bo very oxpertin
the use of their weapons, In tho cventof
another mutiny in India, it is very doubtfal
whether the result wonld not bo the lossof
tho empire to England. I have ro wishto
peso as a pessimist, but overyone will adois
if (I admit theroisan “if ') Eogland kas
to contend agaiust Indian mutincersand
Ruasia at tho samo time, her lookount will ke
somowkiat blue.

To tako a brighter view of tho atler,
Loxd Duferin is now Governor-General of
Iudia, and if apy man can amooth unpleas.
ant matters there, he can,  Possessed of in-
finite tact, he a*ems to be the very manto
deal with a race of people whers 20 much
tactand diplomacy i3 requircd. The Gor-
emor-General of India must, nowadays, be
a man of no ordinary calibre. Lord Ripoa
appears to have made himself vastly popular
in Iudia, but it is said that his popularity
did not oxtend much beyond the lange
citics, whilst tho peoplo to be feared are

The Fonetie flerald is the name of a
little pager published at Port Hope and do-
voledl 1o tho teacbing of peoplo to spell
Jito Jesh Billings. Anyone can learn to
arcdl phonctically, but I dou't think the
acyuiren.eut of tho art is worth the i-othcr:
of learnicg, 1 can’t tco vhat aman isto,
gain by spelling ¢is,” ¢iz,” and “of," *‘ov,”
and i is quite as eimric to writo *“‘any” in
tho usual way as to spcdl it “eni.”  What
I want o teo is some mcthod that will.cn-
able mo to epcll such words as “‘incompre:
heusiblenoss,” “interstratification.” and tho
like, in two lctters. This weuld bo real
reform,

It is stated that it costs £1,500 per month
for quinine to keep the French troops in
China in health, Probably tho pbysicians
do not diagnosc the cascs of sicknoss, and
imaginca soldisr to Lo shaking with aguc
when he is merely quaking with fear,  Qui-
pinc was not much known about the timo of
Waterloo, butifit had been, whata ter-
rible bill the druggists would bave to send
in to tho Freach Government !

The attitude assumed towards Eogland
by tho French press is contemptible.  The
nowspapers of Paris cannot contain the gleo
they feel when a disaster to the Britizh
troops in Egypt io announced. This is the

thoso inbabiting tho far away, cutl,ing dis-

‘ tricts. Lord Dufferin will doubtless see,1f

any man can, just what is required to pre-
vent trouble, but ho has a task of conaider-
able magnitede before him.

Tho capturo of Khartoum by Genenl
Wolesley cannot fail to bo a task «f grest
difficulty, ono reason bring that the Mehdi
captured seme 25,000 Remington ritics, 8
large nomber of cannen and a con.iderable
supplv of ammunition when bhe tock
it The lves of these * munilions
of war” is the worst DLlow that
has fallen oa the Dritish yet, tho deaths of
Gordon, Earle and Burnaby excepted.

Mahomet Ahmet, better known, protably
o us as tho Mahdi is, at tho prescat tize,
the most popular man in the Mahometan
wotld, but, dircetly ho is vanquished, bis
popalatity will fodo away like spow Lefore
a Soutkern breeze. Popularity in the East
is not a thing of any permancncy, sod it
greatly depends upon tho sucecss or failare
of the objeet of it whether it is to Lo acs.
tained or oty El Mehdiishaving hisinnirg
justnow, but, thoogh Xam no prophot, ard ho
is, 7 forctell that his downfall will bo ®
completo before long that his prescat fol:
lowors will forget that such a man ever
existed.
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