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MONTREALL
OMee of BROXKELLER AND RTATIONER.
232 EoGill Btreet, Mootreal
January 7, 1900

ONTR luAl book stores repart @ gratifving increase in

M the sales of books during the Christims season.

Popular fiction held sway to a considernble extent,
although one or two dealers camment upon decreasing
sales in thig regpeet due to the strenunous methods of de-
partment stores, which have caused a sevious loss in profit
to the regular dealers.  Standard works did well in nearly
every store,  An easy monthly payment plan was found
helpful in one store.  Another dealer spoke of a hesitaney
in buying this class of' works during December as it has
been the practice to hold a discount sale in January and
~ustfomers are-aware of this.
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Gift books did remarkably  well, the ouze leather
bindings on old favorites serving to eveate a steady de-
mand.  Lines of gift books as low as 30 and T3¢ had a
waud sale. Popular fietion in altractive bindings soll as
hivh at $3 and $4. The sale of aunuals was ax large as
ever.  Popular lines ave now offered at $1.10. Children’s
Laoks were in good demand.
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A departure which was 2 marked suecess in one store
is n table devoted to odd titles, Besides a steady demand
for the very newest in this respeel, it affords an oppor-
tunity to unload mauy old lines. The Cynic'’s Calendars.
the Cynic’s Meditalions, a dozen and one odd toast books,
add titles dealing with bachelor’s
were the most successful sellers.
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Tu fietion Ralph Cannor’s ¢“The Prosvector’? has had
a wonderful sale. though many complaints are heard re-
garding the price. One depiartment store redueed it to
S0 cents and very few got §1.25 far the book after the
firt lot was sold.  ““The Masauerader' still v tains its
popularity. ““The Prodwﬂl Son'' is still featured.
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Offica 6f BOOKNRLLER AXD STATIONERK.
10 Fron: Street East, Torunto
January 3 1908

OOKSFELLERS all report the holiday trade in books

to have been in excess of any previous vear with a

zood even demwaund right up to the day before Christ-

mas.  The deparfment stores as usnal made heavy sales

of annuals, toy heoks and the cheaper urades of gift-books

and standard sets.  Thev also eleared ont enormous quan-

tities of such popular fiction as *“The Prospector.”” ote,

The remular trade did well sith all lines of  hish wrade

books, except sets. which showed a falling off from the

preceding vear. They also made exeellent sales of ohilil-
ren’s hooks and illustrated «ift bhooks.
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The suceess of the 1wo Canadian wovels. ““The Pros-
peetor,”” by Ralph Connor. and **Pr. Luke of the Tahra-

Booleseller and
Cratloner

dor,** by Norman Duanean. was most  gratifying.  One
dealer said he had-to put the former out of sight, so that
hix other fietion might have a show nnd of the latter, he
remnrked, that he could have sold hundreds more copies,
The department stoves cut the price of **The Prospector*’
to 90 conts and sold stacks of copies. This undoubtedly
damaged the sales of tiig book by the regular trade and
made booksellers speeialize on other novels.
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Fnormons quantities of such standard anruals as the
Boys® Own Paper, The Girls® Own Paper, The Leisure
Hour, The Quiver, Chums, The Windsor, Fittle Folks,
Chatterbox, ete,, were disposed of, especially by the de-

murlinent stores,
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In addition to **I'he Prospector® and ““Dr, Tuke of
the Labrador' a good demand was  expervienced  for
< Beverly of Granstark,”” by G. B. MeCuteheon, **The
Masquerader,”” by Katherine (. Thurston, *‘God’s Good
Vin'' by Mane Corelli, and “*The Prodigal Son,’”’ by
fiall Caine,
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\Vl'l‘ll()l"l‘ doubt the Christmas trade last month sur-
passed that of all previons yeavs. Individunl book-
sellers mterviewed by Bookseller and Stationer
during the last week in December were nuanimons in de-
seribing the holiday trade as the best in their experience.
Money was spent freely and sonte plensing sales were made
of sels of standard authors which arve ordinarily  slow
sellers. -
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“The Prospeetor™ was undoubtedly the book of the
month thus-disproving *u one instance at last the proverb
that ““A prophet is not without honor save in his own
country.””  One store reports the sale of 800 copies dur-
ing the first three weeks in December and others reporl
sales nearly as large.  Probably there were neavly 4,000
copies sold in Winnipeg in that short time, for ‘* The Pros-
peetor’’ was a popular Christmas gift.  Local stores sold
special covers, for this book in burnt leather, showing «
veproduction of the cover design on the front cover and
of old Tort Gurry on the back cover.
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Holiday book trade is always well distributed over all
classes of hooks and apart from ‘*The Prospector’” it
would he diffienlt to say which were the best selling
books.,  Winston Churchill s sold well
in spite of the fact that it has been ont. so long. Marie
Corvelli s latest “*God's Good Man,'' met with favor among
a elass of feminine readers with whom the name Corelli is
sufficient to sell any book. **The Prodigal Son,”’ by Hall
Caine, did not sell as well as was expected,
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“The Crosstog™”

Amoner the best holiday trade *Everyday People,’* a
collection of the Gibson pictures, vetailed readily at 4.
Thix book wax energetically pushed by a eouple of lacal
stores with goad resnlts,
intelligent adve
voud returns,

Winniper hook stores did some
ising during DNecember, which brought
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