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THE ST. LAWRENCE NAVIGATION.

(CONTINUED.)

Our enquiry iuto the comparative merits of Montreal and New
York, as ports of shipment 1o Great Britain, shewed"as its result a
difference of 7d. per barrel and 1s. 4d. per quarter, in favor of the
latter port.  We now come to enquire, can this be met by lower
rates of inland forwarding than our competitors on the Erie and
Oswego line are able to offer 2 Qur convie'ion is that it can sobe
met, and that we shall retain quite as much of the forwarding
trade as it is desimble that we should have. Too much of it we
do not want. Unlike some partics here who, not content with

Leeping their selfishness to themselves must aeeds thrast iton the
public, we do not wish to see the vital interests of the Province
sacnficed for the puspose of rexaining a trade which we cannot
offer the means of camying on.  We do not wish to sce the
resources of our merchants, onr millers, and our fanners passing
into the pockets of British sluposvners ar even of Canadian for-
warding companies,—a process we ure unfortunately compelled
to witnessin f!ﬂlopcmﬁon at the presemt moment.  Our forwarders
cannot find boats enouzh to bring down the produce ; and when it
gets here, we cannot find ships enoughtotake itaway ; and there-
fore, as we showed in our last number, we are now paying 3s. 6d.
stg. per barrel more for freight from Turonto to Liverpool, than the
charge by way of New York. It is because our principles compel
us to dissent from the policy which gives rise to this practical
absurdity, because we poimt out 1o our productive classes that,
what is lost by the withdrawal of English protectson, will be fully
compensated by the abaudonment of Enghish restriction, by cheap
imports and cheap freights, it is because our confidence in the
principles of free trade lead us to a2pprehend much good to the em-
pire at Jarge, and no ultimate hann o the colonf‘ from its generad
adoption,~—it i3 100 because we are wise enough to make a merat
of necessity,~—it is for holding and advocating such opinions that
we are stigmatized asthe supporters of  schemes ?? wlich have
for their end “the ruin of the trade of Montreal.”  We assure our
readers that we have no ¢ schemes * in view whatever : our object
is to give currency to certain opinions on trade which have obtain-
ed the sanction of nearly all the trading classes in England, and
without seeking to advance one locality at the expense of the
country, we wish to allow cvery lccality to stand on 11s own 1merits,
to give it afair fiela and no {avor.

’iixposed as it will be to @ rival with other commercial sites,
such as Quebec and New York, we do not believe that Montveai
will be so easily mined as some parties affect to believe. We
showed in our paper of the 13th instant that, when the deepening
of Lake St. Peter is completed, 50 as to admit of the largess class
of ships entering our port, we shall be able to come within 7d. per
barrel and 1s. 4d. per quarierof the New York rates of freight, and
we think wo shell be able to satisfy ourreaders that the advantage
we possess in our system of inland forwarding will enable us, in
the whole cost of forwarding from the interior, to cest the balance
in favor of Montreal, Ifwe can succeed in doing this, wo believe
that is all we shall sequire to do in order ‘o retain our trade. It
willnor Jeare us and settle at Quebec, so long as Mentreal can
prexent i from going to New York.

The present rmtes of forwarding on the Erie and Oswegp lincs
are lower than they ever were before, and we believe they may
be taken as the minimwmm.  In fact they do not afford a profit,
and are more likely 1o rise than to fall. ~ In forwarding produce
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from Canada by these lines two transhipments are necessary,—
one at the entrance of the canal, and another at the point where
it joins the Hudson. Delay and injury to the cargo must always
arise from this circumstance, and present an objection to these
lines in a_competition with others which are free from tranship-
ments. With an equal cost, our own lines will therefore command
a decided preference; but we have little doubt of beating our
opponents also in the matter of cost. We proceed to the com-
parson :—
RATES OF FORWARDING FROM TORONTO TO NEW YORK.
Toronto to Oswego, « o « o o « o o 05 6d
OswegotoTroy, « . . « « . . . ls. 4,
TroytoNew York, . . . « « . . . Os. 6d.
Per barrelof flour, . . . . * . 2. 4id. Cy.
RATES FROM CLEVELAND TO NEW YORK.
Clevelandto Buffalo, . . . . . . . @s 9d.
Re-shipment, . . . « . . . . . 0s 1lid !
Buffaloto Troy, . . . . . (35cents) 92 9d. !
Troy to New York, .« . . . . . . O0s 6d,

Cy. 4s. 1.

Now when it is borne in mind, that, after deducting tolls, the
whole sum left for the forwarder i< only 20 cents for a distance,
by canal, of 362 miles, it cannot be supposed that any further
reduction from this low rate is possible. We think, then, thal we
are safe in assuming the above rates as the minimum. They are
onc-third less than the rates of previons years, which have aver-
aged 874 cents from Buffalo to New York, winle so lately as the
fall of last year, the rate was a dollar and upwards per barrel.

In attempting to arrive at the minimum rate on cur own lines,
we find ourselves unable to judge altogether from past experience. |
The improvements in the aavigation of the St. Luwrence, now
nearly complete, are of a kind that mu-t revolutionize the whole
system of forwarding.  They are desianed to meet that great
peculianty of our navization, its exlraordmary varicty, comprising
a continual alternation of lake, river, and canal.  With canals of
the dimensious hitherto in use, it has heen irpossible 1o employ |
eraft acapted for lake navigaton.  Tran<lipment at Kingston,— |
involving much expense, loss of time, and damage to the cargoes, |
—has been the consequence.  Of tins evil we now see the end. !
In the fall of next year, if not in the spring, we shall have eraft |
with cargoes of 16,000 bushels of wheat or 3000 barrels of flowr, ‘
making their voyages direct from the head of Lake Ontario to |-

)
|

Montreal.  We shall aleo see steam propellers in use, camrying
2300 barrels, and making the vovage from Hamalton downwards
iit theee days, and upwards wath return treigist i four.  Compare
this with the present system, rt‘(}nirmg the use of barges fitted to |
carry only 500 or 1000 barrels, the frequent delay of a month m |
the tansit, and two distinet voyages, with the expense of re- |
landing and separate establishments at King<ton, and is it not '
plain that a charge of 1s. per barrel under the new system will i
ay as well asa charre of 1s. 64 per barrel under the old 72— ’i
gucl\ a conclusion would seem an obvious one, locking mereiy at '
these general considerations ; but we have, %o corroborate i, the |
deliberate opinion of most of those engazed in the t ade, incliding
the oldest forwarder on the iiver,—~a man of great practieal expe-
rience, intitnately requainicd with all the details of management.
We thwk, therefore, that we are fuily warranted it ssuming the
minhnum rate at is. per barrel. \
The comparison will therefore stand as foilows :—

. . . Pet Marered. |
From Hamilion or Toronto to New York, . . . . . 2 4id.

De. do. do. to Moutreal, « . . 1s. Od.
Add extry cost of conveyance to Britain over ) o oy
New York ratce, - >

Js. 7d.

Difference in favor of Montreal Route, . Cy. 0s. 9id.

From Cleveland, U. S, toNew York, « . « . . . ds. 13
Po. da. do.  Montreal, . . . 1s.103d.
Add oxtra cost of cunveyance to Britain over } 0s. 7

New York rate, -t 2. 51d

" Differenco iu favor of Montreal Route, . Cy. Is. Sid




