THE COMMERCIAL

Preparing Medicinal Roots.

I'. A, Bronson & Co., of New York, liave
issued the following divections for prepaving
ginseng and medicinal roots for market. Gin-
seng is found in largest quantities in hard
wood timber, has one stem with three branches,
cach branch, five large, light green, thin leaves.
Flower light green, succeeded by a bunch of
red berries, and until these have disappeared,
the roots should not be dug. as the sap then
gocs back into the roots, making them heavier,
and consequently more valuable. After dig-
ding, shake off all adhering eatth, wash thor-
oughly in running water, if possible, or in tubs,
using fresh, clean water ; neeee split the roots,
to hasten drying, as it injures value. Dry in
well ventilated shed or garret, spread out thin,
turn the roots every day, taking out any moul-
dy pieces. Never dry in the sun, nor i stoves
or chimnies, as cither plan darkens the root.
Breuk off all tops close to the root, also small
fibres. When thocoughly dry, pack in barrels
or boxes, not in baye, to prevent breakage in
transportation,

The larger, clearer, and more entire ginseng
is, when put on the market, the greater its
value.

Pack by shaking, never pounding or jumping
on the root to get more in,

Senega, Pink, Golden Seal, and other roots,
follow same dircutiuns as fur ginseng, and when

dry, shake out the dirt, pack in clean, struny
bags,

[
Gambling and Business.

Thie world’s crop of wheat amounts in round
numbers to 2,000,000,000 bushels. Of this not
to exceed 500,000,000 bushels finds its way 1nto
the broad stream of general trade. The quan.
tity that could properly come under the claesi-
fication ‘‘ commercial wheat™ would possibly
not exceed 400,000,000 Lushels, and it might
‘be even less. Upon that foundution rests tite
whole speculative fabric. Contracts for the
transfer of twenty five times 400,000,000 Lush-
els of wheat are entered into every year on the
produce exchanges of half a dozen American
cities. Not onc person in ten, nay in a hun.
dred, who contracts to buy or sell this wheat
ever expects to handle a pound of it. The real
intent is to bet on the rise and fall of prices
and to receive or pay differences. The whole
transaction is a gamble, a wager on price fluc.
tuations. A leading commission merchant on
the Chicago Board of Trade recently issued a
circular over his own name in which he stated
that not one transaction in a thousand contem-
plated the actual delivery of property stipulat.
ed in the contract. He was taken to task by
his fellow members, nut fur misstating or vver-
stating the facts, but for wmaking public con-
fession of the real character of the business
done on the floor of the exchange and * giving
us away.”— Price Current,

It may be of interest to note that a large con-
signment of Canadian turkeys reached Liver-
pool on Saturday by the Etruria, for the
British Christmas mavkets. ‘This is not the
first time that shipments of this nature have
been miade by Canadian growers, In the pre-
sent instance the consignments came from
. Ingersoll, Ontario, and a fairly profitable
market is anticipated. —Canadian Gazette.

The Last Spike,

The last spiko in the road connecting the twa
leading cities of the Pacific coast has been
driven and anot'.er link in the great railroad
eystem has been forged. It is thevefore a mat.
ter for sincere congratulations, nu. only to the
two great states of the west, but to tho whole
of the Union. From the City of Mexico to
‘Tacuma and Seattle on Page. Scand, the line is
now complete and British Colambia will not be
long outside the steadily growing circle of our
influence. ‘T'he California and Oregon in con-
junction with the original Southern Pu.ific is
now the great teunk line of the west.  From it
on either side, lateral branches will now bring
under enltivation and settlement the rich lands
of the west.

The country near it and them will be the
richest and most prosperous in the whole world,
It has all the varieties of climate and soil found
from New York to Florida in the cast, and
from the Baltic to the Meaditerrancan in the
old world. All the fruits and cereals of the
temperate and tropic zones flourish in the
greatest luxurianze.  The great mineral belt of
North America, nay, the world, follows the
road along its course and ic is but as yet in the
infancy of its development,

Gold and silver, lead, copper, tin, quicksiiver,
iron, coal, soda in .1l its componnds‘, aalt and
all other knowa .aaterials are found here.
There are now muany flourishing towns and
cities all along the line; in five years from
to-day their development will be something
wonderful to witness. Like cases produce like
cffects, and the connection of Southern Cali-
fornia with the east which broke up its lazy
slevp of a century, will work as wonderful a
revolation from the City of Meoxico to Van-
couver. The great transcontinental roads did
a wonderful work in making a pathway out
west. This great line will do more—an empire
will spring up along it.

Oa this long line of settlement San Francieco
and Portland ace happily placed to command
its commeree, as is alse Tacoma or Scattle, or
both, on the waters of Puget Sound. The
growth of the towns and cities along the route
will ‘be marveious. Paso del Norte, Los An-
geles, Fisalia, Fresno, Stockton, Sacramento,
Marysville, Chico, Redding, Salem, Portland
and the Puget Sound will grow at an exception-
ally rapid rate. With San Francisco as the
great entrepot of the whole coast, they will
draw new life from the cirecumstance in which
they are placed, and will rival the array of
cities that line’ the Atlantic sea-board.

At some future day this road will reach from
Cape Hora to Alaska. As if to anticipate,
Senator Hoar last Tharsday introduced a bill
into Cougress providing $100,000 for & survey

which should trace out a line of road fiom
Spokane Falls to Behring’s ses, and which
should tap the commercial currents of Asia.
The bells which to.day tell the story of the
spike driven by the silver hammer in the hands

of Col. Cracker, will be the harbingers of glad |

tidings to the people of all this coast.—San
Francisco Journal of Commerce.

The large flour train”sent cast from Minne-
apolis, over the new *‘Soo” route, was hlockaded
with snow, and had not crossed the bridge up
to the 7th inst,

WHEN YOU ARE GOING

MINNEAPOLIE, g ANYPOINT
ST. PAUL EASTorSOUTH

St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway

The shortest, best and most desirable route

{ 10 ALL POINTS IN ONTARIO, QUEBEC

AND UNITED STATES.

If you want to save time and money purchrse
your tickets from starting point through to
destination via the

sT. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & MANITOBA
RAILWAY.

For full information, maps, etc., apply to

G. H. McMICKEN, Agent,
WINNIPEG.
G. H. WARREN, Gen, Pass, Agt.

W. 8. ALEXAXNDER, Traflic Mgr.

}ST. PAUL.
A. MANVEL, Gen. Monges,

Owns and operates 5,650 miles of thoroughly
equipped road in Illinois, Wisconsin, Towa,
Missouri, Minnesota and Dakota.

Tt is the Best Direct Route between
all principal points iu the Northwest,
Southwest and Far West.

.For mups, time tables, rates of passage and
freight, ete. apply to the nearest station agent
of the Cutcaco, MILWAUKEE & ST. Pavn Rarn-
WAY, or to any Railroad Ageat anywhere in the
World.

ROSWELL MILLER,
General Manager.

A. V. H. CARPENTER,
Gen'l Pass, an(l"l‘kt. Agt.

J. F. TUCKER, GEO. ¥ HEAFVYORD,
Aset den'l Muaveer, Ass’t Gsn'l Pass. and Tkt. Agt.
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN,

82 For infurmation in reference to Lands and
Towns owned by the CHicaGo, MILWAUKEE &
St. Paun Rawway Coxrasy, write to. G.
Haveay, Lund  Commissioner, Milwaukee,
Wisconsit.,

T TRAVEL VIA THESJ
Minneapolis and St. Lonis Railway

AND THE FAMOUS

Albert Lea Route

Lve St. Paul. Lve

Chicagzo, Burlinygton, Kansas City Minneapolst

and Des Moines Ex .. ag45am 992 asm
St. Louis fast Ex..... .o bG2Apau  b7.05 pan
Chicago Fast Ex ... . d8.26p.m Q705 pan
DesMoines Passenger .eevececee a8 pan a7.05 p.n
Excelaor and Watertown.cveoee. a8.00a.m  338.45a.m
Atlington and Eacelsior _...... . a415pm a460pm
Mankato Express Accom™eeee.. .. a3.15pm  ad.00 p.m

a Ex. Sunday. b Ex. saturday. d Daily,

3 TrroveH CoaclES AND PULLMAN PaLAcCE
Srekpers to Uhicago, St. Louis and Des Moine

DIRECT LINE TO WATERTOWYX, D.T.
Parace Dixixe Cars ox Carcaco Traixs,

2—THROUGH TRAINS DAILY—2
to KANSAS CITY, LEAVENWONTH, ATCHISON and
ST. JO3EPH, making connections in Union Depots for all
polnts west. 5
Fast an.l frequent trains betweea St. Panl, Miunca olis
and Lake Minnctouka points,
For maps, siceping car berths, or other information

upon any e © §n the Northwest or writo to

S. F. BOYD,



