
RiE.LICGIOUS' INÇTRUCTIONd INV PURlIIc
SC'IOt)LS.

bMk. E;it îtik, - I du net 1,810w anayhînga.bntit th
clabiai tht flc c-;jf.an at 14v.. personai1y, but ye a
dees net at ail astonis ais th iat lie, as ia atherwisi
able anti orfliodex writer, shoild have seanuing tq
say against religîcus ianstraction an pîubic schaoils
ne do net necti te look fat from otr owvn doors t(
sec that tberc are very, ver>' fewv men, lîowemvcr abît
andi crtbodox, wlîo arc tnt lad tu held andi ativocatt
views peculiar andi varacus, on otlier questions thar
theàe of paire tlacoîni,' , andi any %tuaient cf buiar
nature inay bc cftcn -abl e tu accouai nt îiîcsc adie.
syncrataas ani ile anîhieacas of rarly training or ail
the schaol of tlacugbit watb ivilci the anduvidîial %va!
adentitaed. At laast, I tbînk Iliat sucil lîns as tbesc
accounst for a goond deal et opposition ta lBie in-
struction an the public sciaucie, whlera that opposi.
taon as m.Ade by tlioughtful men.

At ai evants I airs glai you hava reproducatisan
yuîar issue of1 thie t.irci nst. sonî ut thie iaading peints
isat b> ti he '~a -il Il ,* - t.mcéube, as yoîa siy,
at lets us sec ab.i'. -an bc saiti on the otiser sidae. 1
value thequcîntiens yeîa gave Uc ass they aise let us
sec boit jadte can be said by an able andti 'rthodox
btiei aglainbt Bible en.,utouia ani the sciacuis et the
U'natedi Suates, and bot% mutb ae.%s %.an Uic saufi, ttiere-
fore, in taie scliocîs cf Ontario. i is because afiats
praLt;,Lal bearing gin tbis iaatet aspect et the c-ausie,
that I ask pernîass.un t', îcfer tu dha poants mentioneti
in yeur editoria..

I assunme tbat every orthodox pcrson sheuiti ba
wilhîng and intiead aiacts that thie chladren cf thie
public scbools shoulti receave Bibte instruction, il at
<an be donc tonsisiently %vih eut carcumstancsi. If
the editar as opposeti te public school religins an-
strut ton on pirancaple, dislieh sbculd pursue the dis-
t.ufliun on that larne. btil, ha rnay faveur the pran-
ciple ,and oppose tie practaca becausa cf clifficultias
in the way. I tbînk that tvhere the principla as once
earnestly accepteti nany of these supposed difficul-
tics wvill bacome considerably dimanisheti, or alto-
gether disappear.

his first tiifficulty as tbe non-qualification of tlic
publit. scbool teachier ta gîta relagîcus anstruction;a
and lits aneanîng as explaanedl by a reference te the
quahifitatiens cf the Sabbatlî -;choc%' teaher. Tis
objection bas been matie te de dut> tu C.inada as
ivell Does It net arise frein a faîlura on the part cf
tlîc objecter ta distinguisb betçween religion anti re
liginu,; knowledge betîveen spiritual ,nstru-ctiun and
instruction in the word. The aim, cf the Sabbatb
school teacber is avecdly te bring lais pupîl ~o a
spiritual appieliensions of the trutb ab at as an Jesusi
te aimn at bis conversion a te prepare bin foi the
communion ta>ile His spharc as pra-enionentîy a
spiritual nn'. 1 am net awae that any advoc.uie ut
publir scbol Bible instruc-tion bas inythang hêke this
in view %Ve believe, hoecver, that te snbîruc-t an tha
tester of the divine word, te at.qiaaént hianbeîf anti bas
paîpils ith the leading ficts cf the sacreti nariative,
and witb the preccpts pertaining te the moral as-
pects of a Chiristian hife is perfectly witbin the quali-
fications ai any ordinary public scbool teacher. He
as net requireti te be a preacher an even the mcdfi-
ledi sense tbait the Sabbath schooî teachar is, anti
ccansequently it is quite irrelevant te compitre the
qualifications cf the two in thîs tiîscu;;sion.

Tbe ncxt objection is thie one we bear the changes
rung on bere firi tirne te tîrne, nane,, that Ia many
ai the teachers are agnastics pure anti simple." Se
far as Canada is concerneti, I believe the objection is
net oe that spcntaneeusly presents itaeîf te the mind
of a iîan whe is otberwise tiesircus cf seeing the
Biable reati anti ta-ught in the scbools. It is an objec-
tien tlîat bas the appeatrance cf baving been scught
aiter by anc wlîe wasbed te rnakc eut a case. Hoiv
nian)' Christian men are there to-day bonestly
anxictus ta bave Bible instruction, but whe are belti
back frein cou:ntenancing it on the sole grounti cf
fear cf the agnostîc ? 'My anstver te the abject ion is
thîs. (a) It is rot tiesirable that an infidel shoulti
stand in loca Parenfis anti espccialîy cf a Chrstian
parant, during six or seven heurs cf the day for
fave days cf the îveek- rcligious instruction et ne re-
ligicus instruction beiaug the ruse. Tliereforç 1 amn in
duty bounti te use my influence against *.he hîiring cf
an agnostic for public schooî wcork, and to the rerncv-
ang cf sucb a euie wbcn lie as hîreti as scion as pos-
sible. ta) The frce use ai tha Bible will bave the

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

tendcncy to diminish lnfidelity ini fic profession, and
1. (lisrover the agnostlc wlierc lie alrcady rnay be.
Tint (3' every mian who may have chcrisbcd a doubi
iq "nm nerc.çsarily oi septi< te flic extent of trCataflg
the Bible wvutl Jisrespe.-î. This difficulty is absurally
overe 4timatd,

lit next object ion Iltflin religion is net a catl Mstr
but a initter of lité and love," 1 think 1 have

sufficiently answcered abovc in refcrring te the distinc *
lin betwveen the ainms of Sabbatb school and the
day schoossl tecarher 1 repcat that religion is not ex-
clusively a tlîing of the heart It is alsu of the hcad.
l'ut hcenvç " "Tearh the Bible as you teach arithnie
'-r. and the restait would rather bc hatrcd than love of
tine llible." Again 1 say that is flot the objection of a
mnan wbin is otberwisc bonestly afixiotas for public
c.rheol relipiniis instruction if ift an be badl. It as
the objection of a man who is anxious te make out a
rase If by the expression -"l as you teach arithme-
tir " hir neans as you teacb any oather scîtool sub-
irrt, 1 wntald prefer in take historý, rathet than arith
n'ertir as t1id'par-lI.. l-nwvevcr, let I, test bis hypo
the-ris -ad cntirluisinn S;cotlaind bas foi gencrations
been pre-cininent tnong the nations for religions in-
str-iction in ber school; tcaching the Bible as she
tiîîght nritbneir tberef.,re tbe qSottash pecople lame

rn and ire the ,ost Bible hating people un the
glnbe which as absurd.

I shal flot take up veut %pare wvitb any referent.e
in lie laça dflirrutiiy. narneîy, tiat front flic Roman
Catholir ctiîn to obétain separate schools, 'È because
1 bold with tir Hodge that the P>rotestant tharatter
of the Ainerican nation slîould give the privilege of
reIigious instruction in lier public scheols %without
laying ber under obligation te support Roman Catho.
tir- scbools :but 12' because the objection bas no bear-
ing upon the case in O'ntario except in that i points
nut that Romian Catholic srhools receiving public
foînds for the purpose cf tearhîng Rcrnisli catecbisms
and legends, rnuch more sbould the Bible a non-
sectarian bock-be read and taugbt in the public
scbeols.

Ycur own rcmark about the instruction at home I
beartily endorse But then it is ne more te be argued
that because home îs the place te receive religicus
instruction primarily. tberefore it would be wvrong te
give il in çc-hool, than it sliould be urged that ivhen
young inen are e'chorted te " learn piety at borne"
therefore they sbotaldn't go te church

Ai EXANVER HENDERSON.

THk I'l BOOK ON Il TJE CONvSTITU-
TION AN!) PROCEÈ9URE OF 711E

PRESP, YTERIAJV CIWURCW.*'
MR. LWA.,uR,-As o!r new Ilook of I'orms as now

befcre the Lhurciî for consicderation, st as desirable
tîîat ne effort bc spared tu make at as fre frein deiact
as possible. It, as gtatiing te hind that aven at ats
present stage ai as rnarked by se many features cf
ecellence. 1 propose te cati attention ta a fewV peints
an respect of whicb the book rnaght probably bc am-
picaveti ant ian illustrataon 1 cite:

I. The definition givan cf the permanent officers cf
tlîe Cburch as IleIders, teacbîng anti ruling. anti
deacons.

i. This defination as te rny mind tiefective anti con-
iuscd, for this reason, that the teacbing eIder or trins-
ster is aIsea rulingaltier. He botb rules anti teaches,
ant ie presides an aIl courts cf the Churcli as ai,
accepteti interpreter of the Scraptaires, because the
ruling is te be tionc according te Scriptura. Tbis
double fuanctien cf tbe mînîster cf the Word
biain in both classas cf eIders ; anti bence"I teacbang
anti ruling elders" is a dafectiva definition.

2. The defanitien as faulty aIse an Scripture groundis,
because "'teacbing eIder"I is net a Scriptural defini-
taon et the minister cf Uic Ward. Truc, baisan cîder,
because the greater office incluties the less. But bis
office sboîatid bie defineti, net front, the inferioar anti in-
cidentaI function cf taie, but frein that which is the
very essence cf bis effice as a nxinister ai the WVord.
The eiders cf the Jewish Church neyer were tbe spiri-
tual teachers of the people. T!ae functian cfteaching
baîonged te apropliets, priest s anti Levi tes. The
eIders bore rule sinîplv.

3. This dafinition further raises the tvhole question
as te vhetber* tîtere as in the Christian Cburcb a two-
foîi artier of office, minaistars, eIders gand deacons. I
arn inclinati ta take the latter view in opposition te

that cf two classes an the one order of eiders. A îlîrce.
fold order cf office as more an lina ivitb certain analo.
gies running ttiroué;b thbe bcraptures. 1Ihere as a
trinity of persens an the covenant '.aud cf tie Lhurclî,
a trinity cf office an Christ, propliet, priest ans[ kinîg,
and a trinity cf body, seul and %pîrit an cadli cf the
thurth's atiabers, and liy a trinity cf office an the
Cliurcbi sht conforîns te tbcsa analogaes.

Lit. Cunninghîam, an bis "listontai rheology,
vol, a, pige i4o, says.-I "Wc tee have a tbrcfold
order . . *.the general class of presb>ters as
divided by good scriptural m'arrant satu tw ranksor
orclers, commonly tlcid taaching ant uhing presby-
sers thus mîakin- a tbirefcld crder aiong eccle-
siascacal ofliccr*baa.rcrs."

. it as aiso a miatter of history tliat tîte Westmin-
ster Assembly, after lengtbenati dabate, adopted the
words "pasters " andi Ilother Churcb governors," and
an fleic Fori cf Clîurch Government " appcnded te
tic Confession cf Faiîh a separate chapier as devoteti
teeach office. Is.tt te wondered at tta.t goodipacus
men sbrink frorn accaepting the ciice of tha aldership
an out Cburch, when tlîat office as su cenlusad wîth
that of tha nmnistry as te ba made te appear identîcal
%vith ai, exccpt an respect cf a arc circurnisîance, the
possession of teacbing gtit t £Ana do net the eiders
dasterni ànconbistency again an out practice when we
ordain thern wîtbout Ilthe laying on of bantis"I andi
exclude tberra fronm takang part an the Iaying on of
bandtri nhei ordination of mînastersa? Nay, tue theory
andi practîce are more anconsîstent stail an this atia
tional parttcular that they finti theinselves net elîgîble
te presîde at a meeting cf bessacn, Presbytery, Synoti
or Assembly. In practice, ive act as if there were
twe orders of cffice an our Cburch couru, ; and if
there are net wlaat becomes cf 4%the lay eflement Ilan
Presbyteraanism ? If the eIders, as these are- known
amengst us, are prcsbyters, then there as ne 'llay e-
ment' Icft. The presbyters of the Neçw Testament
are solernly warned agaanst taking thia oersagbt cf
tlie flcck "for filthy lucre.' W'e can aasaly sec how
this applies ta minîsters a but tvhat temptation is any
man under arnongst us te accept the office cf* the
eldersbip fcr filtby lucre?~ He gets ne salary, and in
maaiy cases has te pay bas own expanses te the Churcli
Court-. Let us, in frarning definitions, bring aur
thaory and our practice anto closer harrnony with each
ethar. By doing se, wve shahl place ourselves in more
obvicus accord with Scripture aIse , for ebviously God
bas set pastors and teachers in the Cburch fer the
wcork cf the ministry, as Ha bas aise set Ilgcvern-
ments " or IleIders cf the people"I whosc distinctive
funaction is that cf bearing rute.

For these and other miasons, [arn in faveur cf sucli
a definition cf the permanent officers cf 'the Churcli
as shaîl give te the ministry cf the Word its appro-
priate and scriptural preminen.e, similar te %, bat is
set forth in the Confession cf Faitb by the West-
minster Assernbly. There are soe othar points te
svbicb I rnay refer in another letter.

Waoodsfock, Decesnbcer, rSS;. W. '. McMt. LLEN.

YOUM". CON VEA'T.s.

NIR. EDIITo,-. In THE CANADA PRESBN-TERIANJ
cf December 7, 1 find a letter signeti "WVilliam
Shearer" whicbhe intreduces witb "A word, for the
young," in which lie says: "I fait te sea xvby a
young co>nvert should naDt have the samne liberty te
tell out wbat the Lord bath donc for bis seul as an
oId canvert.» Now, 1 fait te know that this privi-
lege is denied the young convert. WVhere is thare
a minister, Churcli official, or guardiari of the young
in tha Presbytarian Churcli, as well as in other
Churcbes, wbo weuld nlot be only tee, glad te bear the
ycungest cenvert tell wbat the Lord had donc for
bis seul ? Again, ha says. "'Andi is it net another
tact that rnany young ccnvarts enîoy an experience
that is tee ofien forgotten %vhen tbey grow altier ? I
IlTrain up a chilti in the wvay hie shoulti go, and when
hie as oId lie will net depart frein it." IlThe path of
the just is as the sbînîng Iîgbt wbich shines noe
andnmore unte the perfect day." 0f course, if a young
ccnvert ceuld tell wvbL the Lord bas dont for bis seul
be miust assuredly be able te tell it aIl the better wbena
bie bas been in tbe scbeel cf Christ several ycars.

FIrrv YEARS IN CHRISTS SCHoor.

11 ane bc a believer the ver best thing lie can de
is te put bis bandi ta sornetbing practical, andi de it
with bis miglit.


