How, then, are we to hear the
parables so that we way nnderstand
ghem and nel up to them ¥

Ist. By grasping the cenbral {fruth
in ench. There /s one.  Let us dis-
cover what it is. Sometimes Christ
Bimself tells us plainly what it is.
Sometimes  the  context tells us.
Sometimes it has to be made o tell
iself hy consecrated hard thinking:
for as Malthew Henry sagely puts
it. & parable is a * shell that keeps
wood fruit for the diligent hut. keeps
it. from the slothful»  Come at it
how we mity, one thing is sure: a
central  truth does  sonnd  from
every parable and we should listen
well that we may hearit.  Weshall
he more liable to do so:

2d. By avoiding extremes in the
interpretation  of  details. Per-
plexity, when there is any, gen-
erally concerus the details. and the
fendency all along has been either
{o press them too far, or else ignore
them altogether.  Neither extreme
represents  the  proper attitude.
Whilst we must beware of hearing
too much, we must also beware of
hearing too little.

3d. We shall profit most of all by
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wailing in humility and prayer for
the guidance of the Holv Spirit.
The parahles, no doubt, considered
as mere literary productions, were
alenlated to impress the minds of
men and linger in their memories:
and yot as a matter of fact we know
they were not realty understood even
by the apostles till the Holy Spirit
in all his illuminating power called
them to remembrance.  So too, may
they fill our eyes and ears: so

too, linger in  onr memories:
bul however closely we may scan
them, however  inlently  listen
for their wmeaning, they cannnot
move, they cannot  rule, with-
out  the energizing influence of

the Holy Spirit. For hearing re-
vealed truth to purpose always im-
plies relying on it and acting in
accordance with it. If we come to
the parables in faith, they will come
to usin power. May the loly Spirit,
who testifies of Christ, enable us,
every time we concentrate our
thoughts upon these wonderful ana-
logies, to see Jesus and hear Jesus
pronouncing over us the gracious
henediction, Blessed are your eyes
for they see, and your ears for they
hear.



