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deen is thc head of the school and kee
goc ortier. Ho has lengthoncd the lîours
<itliout any inecase of restlcssness anion-
the cbldren. Andi whien J atn ln Lý-o
sehool it ie simply to assist hlm, se that
whien I have to retire to, holti menir.gs
with the adults, or at other cali tif dcnty,
1 eu do se withont in the leac',. affecting
the school. Ho spciik Eniglish botter tban
Hlindustani, but biis acquaintan -o with the,
customs andi ideas of bis countrymen givcs
hM an ativantage in spcaking witlî themn,
on religious subjects. One of our young
men was reatiing a lesson on Midol, in cx-
plaining the tesson a grent discussion arose
on tho snbject of itiol.worship. The yountr
man gave up the detcnceofe idole (murat>)
almost at once, but took up the tiefonce of
gode (de era.) I saw that htli flot teed
en equal terms wilî me, so I looketi oit
and left hini to speak ont his mind andi
get hie answver irom Soudeen. Soudcen
urged that these do ota couli flot bo gode,
because, their history shows that thev were
flot possesseti of die attributes of déiiy, and

'that many thinga are said of themn which
cannot bo truc of God. The fiact that
scandalotis sins wcre comnitteti by them is
quite enough te show that they counîfot
have been God, or even an avatar of deity.
The yeung mani answercd witlî a readiness
wvhich showcd that ho uttoreti what ho con-
sidereti an acknowledged trnth, IlWcll,
but goti comnits sin--:everylbody la a sin-
uer andi Got isj a sinner tee." *Yen cani
scarcely imagine the hiorror with which wo
hearti this .4tatement. I hdlieve the blooti
rushed te both our faces. Our selemn tes.
timony te the character et Geti seemeti te

2mprss the young mian, and he lias siace
dmirtted that it mast be truc. that Geti

cannot commit sin.

Two wcoks age we hall an exaraple ef
itiol and serpent wvorship in titis village.
1Raving hecard of the idols from some of the
sehool chiltiren, I went to sec theni. I
fotnti themn three in number andi nearly
completeti. At tlîeir feet wero several
snakes and co ef theni hll a serpent in
its hanti. 'Another had a number ef snakes
coniing up et its back with their heads
rlsing above the licati of the idol like a
crown. The idole andi snakes were al
mnade ef cla*v, shaped, dried inl the sun anti
painted. TÈhe workman hadl been a montx
emp loyeti on them, and bis employer hopeti
that the offerings would make it pav well.
He asked ily opinion et them, which I
gave freely, and I set myscîf te make the
eeuiing festival as far fromn u suceesa as
possible. I founti that a great many were
quite ready to, Iaugh et the whole affair'and
would give it ne encouragement. On Fri-
day thé promoter of the festival brought

me a papier, wvhich I told Ihlm îvas a permnit
te îîlY his drums andi march on the street
til &en o'cAock on Saturday nighct. lie
told me Oint woulti net (Ie, ho wanteti te
play nti mardi on Saturday anti aIgaiti on
Sutiay wlîen tliey wouuld carry thie idols
andi throw them in the pond. I tolti ira
lie must flnt play the drums on Suîîdla.
It wvîs Gocl's day anîd if lie did se, I wolcî
lotige a cemplainit .1gaiinst him. " Weil,,,
lie saici, Ilit is God's day but this is for
Goti." I saiti, ne; for pieces of tiirt
fîishiosicd byv man's clevice. 1 titi net sec thie
procession, but tlîey matie very littie noise
on Saturtiay anti none on Stintiey, andi thet
ptopIe ln attendatice weore flot nutnier-
eus. Pcrbaps sornie woulti be incliniet te
tittribute this te the progress botter illeas
have malle amrong them or te my influence.
1 attributo it niost of ail te the tact, tînt it
'vas a Bengali affiuir, anti loolie il n)on wvith
iniifl'erence by the Coolies f rom o tuer parts
ef Intia. Ont Suntiay the itiîs were
tlirovu into a pond, anti on Montiay 1 went
te the lieuse aîid founti themn singIng. anti
making offeriugs te a live snake wîiivl thcy'
lieu in a basket. Tlie snake wves et a liarra.
less varicty andt wvis evidently cenltoinie
by the noise that wvas kcpt up, for it lay
quiet oven wl'ien the basket wves uxicovereti.

1 wanteci te secîîre the idole, anti t1ue
Ieatiing nman at tlie festival woti liave

brought tlîem, te the Clinireh, anti bave left
them ais longe as I liket. But as I tielctie
having aîîytlîine te do wvithli tem, except
as curiesities, hoè would net save thera for
me. I titinet foczljustifleti luolYeriig any
tbing hantisomno tor themn; but if I liati,
I have ne dorîbt the ceremnony would ]lave
been s0 far chiaîgedl as te save theni froin
tuie pend anti trensfer tlîcm te iay posses.
sien. A similer festival with worship cf
idole anti serpents tookc place a 1èw wvetke
age betwecn this anti Sen Fernando. On
the Seahhath followving the festival in ibis
village, 1I lied abolit cighty Coolies at chie
tour o'clock service in the Chiurch, and
emoîig theni 1 noticed tihe Coolie et %vliose
expense the idole wvere matie. Evcry spare
moment fer a wvcek lied been devotecî by
me ce, tho sahject et iclolatry andth de pro*

Cparation et plain translations et passages
earing on it. Thus prepareti, 1 told thora

I would gîve clien net my wvords, but
thé worda et thîe Aligihty-, anti I reati te
theni Ps. 115: 1-8. Isa. 40: 12-31. Iet.
43: 10-13 ; 44: 6-19 ; anti 46: 5-9. 'Te
thie reatiing et these passages anti tlie shiort
dîscotirs *tlîat followcd, tlîey listoet %vitîi
the greatest attention. Alelieugli we caui
not report euy conversions te the faith ef
the gospel, wc do teel tlîat thxe Clhurchi is
througli us bearing %vitnese te the ciiarac-
ter of Goti, and declaring "bis gîory among
the lîcathen' "IlSe shh he hlen Icar
the name ef the Le-id."


