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* QUEEN'S SPEECH.

Parliament Called to Provide the
Sinews of War,

No Other Matters to be Taken up at This

Special Session.

LONDON, Deec. 7..—The 15th parlia-
ment of the reign of Queen Victoria
opened yesterday. = Before the lights
went out in the ancient chambers al-
most every Jleading politician had

Spoken. Such fierce, personal animos-
ity and such bitter invective had
.scarcely ever before marked proceed-

. ings at Westminster.

i 'ceutre of ‘the storm.

‘policy
empire regardlng Sotith Africa, China,
the action of the government in caus-
ing ‘a dissolution of parliament when
it 4id, the conduct of the war against
the Boers, and in fact all the questions
vitally affecting the empire were
gravely discussed and explained: but
dominating all was the opposition’s
hatred of the colonial secretary. From
Lord Rosebery's veiled allusions in the
house of lords when he assumed what
.Jmany took to be the practical leader-
ship of ithe liberal party, to the out-
spoken comment in the house of com-
mons, criticism of Mr. Chamberlain
permeated almost every utterance
from the liberal benches.

For hours this target of satire and
abuse sat listening intently, unmoved
by groams or cheers. Sir Henry Camp-
bell-Bannerman shook his notes in
Mr. Chamberlain’s face and declared
that a man who-published private let-
ters for political purposes (referring
to the Clark-Ellis correspondence)
would be excluded from the society of
all honorable men and ostracized for
life had he resorted to such actlon as
a private individual.

Once Mr. Chamberlain
and leaped to his feet. A thrill - ran
through the house. “It is not so,” he
declared, and proceeded to deny the
allegation that he had said that any
seat lost to the government during the
recent election was sold to the Boers.
It was mearly 11 o’clock before he
rose to reply to the avalanche, of at-
tack launched against him. How great
a strain he had undergone was evident
by the scarcely suppressed excitement
of tone on the part of one rarely
known to show feeling in the house.

He denied that he had ever accused
Mr. Ellis of being a traitor. He denied
also that he had decried any accusa-
itions against his own personal integ-
rity, He declared that the special
;purpose of the meeting of mliament
"had been forgotten in an attack upon
himself. Irritated beyond control by
frequent interruptions and disturb-
ances he called one of the liberals
amid the excitement a :“cad.”

The speaker ~alled him to order, and
Mr. Chamberlain withdrew the epithet,
apologizing for its use. After defend-
ing the publication of the Ellis corres-
pondence, he was cut off by the mid-
night adjournment.

Arthur J, Balfour, first lord of the
treasury, referring to Sir Henry Camp-
bell-Bannerman’s suave regrets at the
departure of George J. Goschen and
Sir Matthew White Ridley from the
firont benches, said he believed that Sir
Henry was so generous that he would
even find good in Mr. Chamberlain
should the latter be removed to an-
other sphere. A liberal shouted: “We
draw the line somewhere,” and both
sides of the house roared with laugh-
ter.

‘foday the opposition will move an
amendment to the address, setting
forth for an early announcement of
the government policy.

Among the other leading features
©0f the opening session, in which the
liberal benches were so sparsely filled,
and the government’s so packed, there
was no room for a vast majority, as
Mr. Balfour’s announcement that no
member of the cabinet had ever said
that he even dreamed the Boer repub-
ldics would remain permanently under
the Crown Colony form of govern-
ment.

‘While Mr. Balfour was in the mid-
dle of a solemn declaration that _the
government would endeavor to tem-
per mecessity with mercy in dealing
with a brave enemy, a liberal called

interrupted

out: *It ‘would be bétter for the Boers
to be dead than the English.”

Sir  Henry = Caripvell-Bannerman’s
arraignment of ‘the government was
long and satirical.  He declared that
the liberals were perfectly agreed that
the Boer republics should be annexed
to Great Britain, but said they wanted
o know definitely what the govern-
ment proposed to do in the future be-
fore voting money.

At a late hour the government laid
on the table of the house of commons
the supolementary war estimate. The
utmost secrecy is maintained regard-
ing it, but report says that it asks for
£13,000,000 for South Africa and £3,-
000,000 for China.

Sir Charles Dilke, it is said, will pro-
rose an, amendment, throwing a part
of the cost of the South African war
on t,he Netherlands railway and the
vnderground . mining rights of the late

knew so little about it, and the harsh
measures being taken against the peo-
Dple of South Africa, such as farm bur-
nings. He asked the government for
information as to the intention of these
proceedings. He said he was slow to
believe that driving a stubborn -enemy
to despair was the best way to make
him surrender. It was in a desire to
end the war, but it was also in a de-
sire to lead to promises of harmony
and contentment that he invited the
government to declare its policy. He
inquired why it should not be an-
nounced to the Boers that if they laid
down their arms they would be allow-
ed to return to their homes.

Mr. Balfour dwelt on the difficulties
of the present position in South Africa.
He said the men they were fighting
were to be their fellow subjects, and
all must be done to prevent imbitter-
ment. The government had announc-
ed over and over again that it looked
forward to a condition when the Bri-
tish and Dutch would have equal
rights.- It was the fault of the Boer
leaders that the war was prolonged.
In the meantime the duty of the gov-
erament wag to pursue vigorous mili-
tary operations with humanity, not
only for.common morality, but with a
sta.tesmanlike view of the future

I '

LONDON, Dec. 6.—A few mmutes
afiter the speaker, Mr. William Court
Gully,-had taken his chair in the house
of commons this afternoon, the gen-
tleman usher of the black rod, sum-
moned the commons to the house of
lords, where the lord chancellor read
the queen’s speech. It was as follows:

“My Lords and Gentlemen :

‘“It has become necessary to make further
provision for the exXpenses incurred by the
operation of my armies iu South' Africa and
China. I have summoned you ‘to hold a
special session in order that you may
your . sariction” to the enactments requ ad
for this purpese. You ‘will' not enter into
other - public " matters- requiring your atten-
tion until the ordinary meeting of the par-
liament in the spring.”’

A number of ladies. were present at -the
proceedings in the house of lords, though
the peers present numbered less than a
dozen, apart from the four rgyal ‘commis-
sioners representing the Queen, among
whom was the Duke of Marlborough.

The ceremony was very brief, the com-
moners Teturning to the lower house, and
business was suspended until 3.30 p. m.

In view of the debate on the address in

reply to the Queen’s speech, a large number
of peeresses gathered in the galleries of the
house of lords. The United States ambassa-
dor, Joseph H. Choate, and other foreign
representatives were in the diplomatic gal-
lery. The attendance of peers was unusu-
ally large. .
. The Earl of Lathom (conservative) in the
uniform of the Royal Horse Guards, moved
the address. He said he thought it could
now be safely said that the end of the war
was in sight. The volunteers had made
their mark and the colonies had shown they
were united to the motherland, never to be
separated.

Baron Monk Bretton (liberal unionist) se-
cended the address in the same strain.

Lord Kimberley, the liberal leader in the
house of lords, during the course of his
remarks, animadverted strongly upon the
sudden dissolution of parliament. He ob-
jected to the brevity and abruptness of the
Queen’s speech, and desired a definite pro-
nouncemenrt of the government’s policy in
view of the novel and dangerous character
of the recrudescence of hostilities in South
Africa and cxplanations of the alleged
cpuelties to the Boers, the burning of farms
and similar severities.

Lord Salisbury paid a tribute to the skill
of Lord Roberts and General Kitchener, and
to the bravery of the officers and soldiers.

In regard to South Africa, the premier
spoke with great solemnity. He said the
Tragsvdalers, the Free Staters and the world
shot?ld understarfl there could be no devia-
tion from the policy of the government as
glready outlined. Anything resembling in-
depecdence never could be granted. The
war must proceed to the inevitable issue.

We must let it be felt that no one, by
the issue of an insolent and audacious ulti-
matum could force the British government
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SOUTH AFRICA.

el

Advices from Kitchener Tell of an
Attack on a Convoy,

At

Afrikander Congress Meeting .at Wafog!cf
Cape Colony — Lord Roberts Sailg

for Cape Town,

’L

has received. a despatch from" Lordd
Kitchener, dated Bloemfontein, Dee.’

five hundred Boers attacked a convoy,
proceeding from Prétorias to Rusten-
burg,  at Bumelspoort Dee. ~3, burned
half the econvoy, kﬁled 15 men and
wounded 23, inoluding Lieut. -Baker.

loss, Assistance was sent from:Rus-
tenburg and Commando Nek and the
Boers were driven off.

The advices ‘also ‘say Gen. De Wet
crossed the Caledon, Dec. 5, at Kare-
pont Drift, making for Odendal. Gen,
Knox was following bim. The’ drift;
was held ' by a detachment of
Guards and the river was flooded:

WORCESTER Cape Colony, Dec. 6,

sembled in the open ‘air. at the!
Tree plantation, on the. edge o

comgress. Horsemen from a radius of
60 miles ‘had been riding in all:night.
S. C. Cronwright-Schreiner made a
speech in which he attacked Sir Alfred
M:lner, the British high commissioner
and governor of Cape Colony, saying
there would be no peace while he was
Zovernor. .

J. W. Sauer, the former commission-
er of public works, is expected to speak
and guide the congress conclusions,
among which will be to select a large
deputation to visit Sir Alfred Milner
and urge him to advise a cessation of
hostilities.

More troops have arrived here. Some.
1500 Canadians and Australians are
camped around the town and ten guns
are in position.

After a number of violent speeches,
the speakers, however, repudiating all
idea of rebellion and keeping within
stricter limits than had been anticipat-
ed, three resolutiorns were carried by
acclamation and a delegation was ap-
pointed to submit them to Sir-Alfred
Milner.

The first resolution demands the ter-
mination of the war, with its untold
misery, protests against the devasta-
tion of the country and the burning of
farms, which “will: leave a lasting
heritage 'of bitterness’” and declares
that the independence of the republics
will alone ensure peace in South Af-
rica.

The second urges the right of  the
colony to manage fits own affairs and
censures the policy of Sir Alfred Mil-
ner. The third pledges the congress to
“labor in a constitutional way” to at-
tain the ends detined in the two pre-

they be sent to Sir Alfred Milner for
submission to ‘the #mperial, ,govern-
ment,

The congress, whiek it is claimed re-
presented 120,000 Afrikanders, has beén:
closed. Numbers of the members left
town immediately.

WORCESTER, Cape Colony, Dec. 5.
—The government is distributing
broadcast a leafiet showing up the
falsity of many of the anti-British
stories and pointing out the hopeless-
ness of the Boer resistance, as the
British hold 14,000 prisoners and all the
principal towns in the two republiecs.

DURBAN, Dec. 6.—Lord Roberts, on
board the Canada, has started for
Cape Town. He was given an enthusi-
astic send off. All of the ships in the
harbor were Jecorated with flags.

DURBAN, Dec. 5.—Prior to his de-
parture Lord Roberts made a gpeech,
during the course of which he adjured
his hearers to hold out the hand of fel=
lowship to those who had been their
enemies. ; .

‘“When peace is restored,” said the
fleld marshal, “you will tell them that
we are all one in' one coutry. That
we have one interest and that we hon-
or them. -They have been fighting for
a wrong cause, having been induced to
do so by their misguided leaders. Nev-
ertheless, we honor ‘hem for fighting
for the liberty we ourselves so thor-
oughly believe in. And though in the
spirit of liberty, truth, justice 'and
freedom we are prepared to extend
those privileges which every English- |
man values to those who hawve been
fighting against us.”

TORONTO, Dec. ‘6.—~C. R. Wilson, ,a well

known merchant, was found dead in his bed
this morning, The canse of death was heart
diseas

Rasebery, and Lord Tweedmoputh cloceﬁ t.h“!
o ‘mnd: the |

LONDON, Dec: 6.—TPhe war o&ee :
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gA Story ofAthg' Wrecking  of the

 Steamer St. Olaf.

Claimed. that Pirates May Have Caused

the Diswer.by showing False Lights.

QUEBEQ, Dec. 5.—A report. has been
circulated to the effect that. relatives
of vone -of the crew of the lost steamer
St. Olaf received a cable message say-
ing all on board except Marie Page and
a young man had been picked up by a
mail Steamer and were safer in Eng-
land.. A. Fraser & Co. say they have
heard nothing in the matter whatever,
and .they are convinced that had Cap-
tain Lemaistre survived he would
Surely hawe sent them word. A gen-
tleman swell acquainted with the scene
of the disaster says if no other bodies
of vietims have been found except
tthat of Miss Page, there is a reason
for it, and the reason will be fully

‘made olear if the authorities institute

a searching investigation at once at
Seven Islands. This gentleman 3ays
certain - parties there not only know
what has become of the other bodies,
tut are: actually in possession of some
Dersondl property of the missing vie-
tims,. property which they could not
Possibly ‘have obtained without strip-
ping the dead or doing worse. He even
hints that pirates may hawve caused
the- loss of the steamer by showing
false Mghts on the coast during the
stormyy might when the ill-fated St.
Qlaf was wrecked:

CHINA TROUBLE.

Believed that the Minlsters at Pekin Reach-
ed an Agreement Tuesday.

WASHINGTON, Dee. 5—The state.

, depantment has ‘been informed that

the foreign ministers at Pekin yester-
day reached an agreement which was
sSubmitted to the home offices. Secre-
tary Hay today cabled Mr. Conger
authorizing him to sign the agreement
on behalf of the United States govern-
ment. It is difficult to gather details
of the understanding at this time.
However, it is known that in the two
important issues that were still open,
namely, those relating to punishment
and indemnity, the views of the Unit-
ed States government have prevailed.
As to the punfishments they are to be
the severest that can be inflicted by
the Chinese government. As to in-
demnity, the Chinese government is
to. formally admit its liability and then
the matter is to Pe left for future ne-
gotiations. It was understood that on
other points the ' French proposition

ment.

Field Marshal Von Waldersee, dated
Pekin, Tuesday, Dec. 4, says strong de-
tachments of Chinese regulars, under
Gen. Ma, are reported from Shan-Si to

the frontier of Chi-Li.
An explosion at Pao-Ting-Fu dur-
ing the clearing out of a powder ma-

‘Wolfgramm and four others.

LONDON, Dec. 6.—“It is the general
belief here,” says the Tien Tsin cor-

Tuésday, “that China will accept the

e. /

demands of the joint note which all

~cented. the cheques.

has formed the basis of the ag!'ee-

BERLIN, Dec. 5.— A despa;tch from

)
the powers approve within a fortnight !

or three weeks, and that then the sec-
ond stage of the negotiations—the ex-
amination of prdposa.l after proposad in
detail—will | ‘begin®

“It ' i3 ‘Believed here,” says the
Shanghai cornespondent of-the Times,
“that’ the Yang Tse viceroys are ga.in-
ing ‘power over the conrt. and
tuting their tréops for ‘General Tung
Fu Hsiafig’s. - The new governor of the
provinée of Che Kiang has been 'in-
structed fo arrange forthwith the gues-
tions a;r'isd,ng out of the Chu Chau mas-
saere.’ J

FREDERICTON.

Two Members of the Infantry Scheol- Pre-
sented With Cheques for Halifax.

FREDERICTON, N. B., Dec. 6.—
The assembly room of the Fredericton
High school was the scene of a most
interesting event this afternoon. A
few days ago Primcipal B. C. Foster
received from. Manager Dennis of the
Halifax Herald a letter enclosing two
cheques for. $20 each, with a request
that they he presented to Privates
Keddy and!Wiallace of Halifax, two re~
turned South African heroes, now at-
tached to.No. 4 R. R. C. L, this city.
The cheques were part of the patri-
otic fund maide up by the school childs.
ren of Noma. Scotia, through the Hali-
fax Herald, for the boys from their
province who had gone to South Af-
rica. The: large assembly room was
completely: filled by students of the
wchool’ andg visitors. On the platform
were . Privates Keddy and Wallace,
Principal Fester, Rev. G. M. Camp-
bell, Col. Dunbar, Capt. Thacker and
others.. After the -singing of the Sol-
diers: of the Queen by the pupils,
Prinecipal: Foster, in & neat speech, pre-
He was followed
by Cupl. Dunbar and Rev. Mr. Camp-
bell;. who, delivered stirring addresses.
Cheers for Wallace and Keddy and the
csinging of We’re Britons None the
Less, Sir,” and the national anthem,
brought the ceremony to a close.

Jas, Peppers, butcher, of this city,
has made  an assigament to Sheriff
Sterling for the benefit of his credi-
tors. Liabilities, $%7J0; assets, nil

PRESENTATION TO HON. A. S. HARDY

TORONTO, Dec. 6.—A large number
of the political friends and admirers
of Hon. A. S, Hardy, ex-premier of
Omntario, gathered at his residence this
afternoon, the occasion being ths pre-

i

sentation to Mr. Hardy of a testi-
[ monial for faithful public: serviees to
| the party and country. The  presemta-
tion was made by Senator Gi A. Cox,
and consisted of a cheqne: for twelve
thousand ' dollars, a magmnificent oak
cabinet containing a solid silver tea
service of one hundred: pieses amd a
case of silver cutlery; eaclu fnseribed
with the provincial coaf: of: dems snd
the Hardy family crest. TDhe %ea ser-
vice is a fac-simile of those used in
the Queen’s household.

CANADIANS AT BRIGHTON.

TORONTO, Dec. 6.—The Telegram’s
special cable ' from ' Lomdon: - says:
' Brighton’s welcome to the:Royal Can-
adian Regiment today was marked
with enthusiasm mot exceeded in any
of the numerous receptions: which has
been extended to Col. Otter and his
men. 'The citizens turned:out in thes-
satuds and: cheered and greeted the
Canadians wherever they:- appeared.
The mayor of Brighton weltomed the
visiting soldiers at the station. Major
Rogerson, on. behalf of the- reginrent,
made a suitable - reply. Afterwards
‘the :mayor and aldermem: of the bor-
ough entertajped the Canadians te a
sumptuoug luncheon in: the: pavilian.
The Canadians. seemed to enjoy the
1nspe<;tio_n of . places of interest, and
no effort was spared to make them
feel they owned the place: -

BADLY" USED UP.

BOSTON, Dec. 6.— The British topsail
schooner Foster Rice, Capt. Frank' Belitveau,
bound from New York for Annapolis; N. S.,
with a cargo of 7,500 bushels. of corn,
reached this port in a crippled condition to-
day. The schoonmgr was caught im the
severe easterly hurricane Tuesday,; about
three miles off' Ipswick Bay. The. vessel
narrowly escaped: bDeing driven on ‘a lee
shore. . By crowding en all sail she- was
gradually worked out ef danger, but she re-
ceived a severe buffeting. Her. cargo. shift-
ed, giving her a heavy list, and her fore-
sail, mainsail and square sail were split
and three jibs were blown away. She wea-
thered the storm and reached the lomer bar-
bor last night late.

OTTAWA,

CTTAWA, Dec. 6.—Lt. Col. Biggar, who is
acting for the  militia department: at-. Cape
Town, today cabled asking if the Canadians
,who receive their discharge in. South ‘Africa
.are also to get their ‘deferred pay. The an-
swer was in the affirmative, so that those
Canadians who remain 'ig’ South Africa will
sever their connection: entirely. with the @o-
micion militia.

Caraquet. reports- fair shipments of
smelts, so far this winter, to .the
states.
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